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June 30th. (Oahu Date) %

Information regarding the progress in the SOLOMONS
offensive is still sketchy but thst which has been received
indicates that the operation is proceeding according to plan.
At 0833 (-11) July 1st 17 B-24s attacked VIRU, At 1330 (-11)
18 TBF and 11 SBD attacked VILA, and at 1410 ten 33D attacked
AA positions at LAMBTTI plantation. 25 VB(M), 18 SBD, and
18 TBF attacked MUNDA at 1615 (-11). Com 3rd Fleet 010630 is
a summary for yesterday. Further information states that the
enemy lost 101 vnlanes in the three strikes made on our force
off RENDOVA yesterday.

The Seventh Air Force will attempt further nhoto recon-
naissance at JALUIT as soon as possible after 14 July.

CinCPac 010035 reqguests a minimum of 3 advanced air
base assemblies for the Central Pacific.

ComInCH 261309 gives a plan for a visit of a British
Joint Service visit to the Pacific.

E "-q : i%..
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The North and Central Pacific areas were quiet, @5/

July lst. (Oahu Date)

The landing planned at Rice Anchorage (NEW GEORGIA) for
D £ 3 day may be deferred. In seneral, onerations in the Solomons
are pnroceeding as planned and there is a posaibility of a troop
attack on MIINDA about July 8th (-11).

The North Pacific was quiet.

It is indicated that the S0UTH DAXOTA will join Pae Fleet
about the middle of Aurust.

CinCPaec 020205 deals with the necessity of nhoto recon-
naissance in the Central Pacific, WDCEA 301803 requests photo

planes, )
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July 2nd. (Oahu Date) @ﬁﬁg
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The North Pacific was quiet.&“f@m

The plcture of events in the Soﬁgﬁﬁfacific is not
clear cut in details. ComSoPac's 021047 and 030145 are sum-
maries of events on 2 and 3 July (local). His (ComSoPac)
022300 (pink) orders a delay of one day on all plans and

fixes the MUNDA landing on D plus 10 day.

ComNorPac's 030151 (pink) indicates determination
to meet the tentative target date for KISKA.

Captain Steele and Sherman left for Washington to
present CinCPac's views re the MARSHALLS as per CinCPac's
030021 (pink). -

CominCh's 021437 (pink) raises questions touching
CinCPac's area command function and the staff organization
best suited to assist him.

CominCh 012123 (pink) informs of projected aerial
mining operation on Asiatic Coast.

July 3rd. (Oahu Date)

Belated information from the North Pacific states
that a total of 48.7 tons of bombs were dropped on KISKA 2
July, with damage to three of our planes and three officer
crew members wounded.
nn
In South Pacific events are summarized ComSoPac's
030534 and 031116. CTF 31's 040122 gives later information.

CG WDC's 031755Z (pink) concurs in CinCPac's ap-
proval of ComNorPac's overall plan and CinCPac's amendment
thereto. CinCPac's (42013(pink) approves the plan as amended
i1n the name of CinCPac and CG WDC, {!iu//
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July 4th. (Oahu Date) S,

KISKA was clothed in fog - no strike there. Rat
Island reconnaissance showed no enemy. SHEMYA medium bomber
strip 87% complete., Aleutian airfield construction is con-
sistently rapid.

ComAmphforSoPac's three part 031235 1s a detailed
account of the enemy torpedo plane attack on his transports.

ComSoPac's 040605 contains his summary of NEW GEORGIA
operations. The shore operations appear to be progressing
satisfactorily.

CominCh 041851 (pink) states that his re-deployment
letter should arrive by courler in a few days. i Cy

\ lt, LA
/

July 5th, (Oahu Date)
No news from North Pacific, apparently quiet.

In South Pacifiec, Rear Admiral Ainsworth with 3 CL and
L DDs engaged 7 enemy targets KULA GULF early hours of 6th (-11).
During this action HELENA was lost probably due to enemy torpedoes.
Enemy composition and losses unknown but he thinks he got all 7
ships except 1 or 2 cripples. He withdrew to TULAGI leaving
NICHOLAS and RADFORD (DDs) to pick up survivors.

While on this task CDS-21 in NICHOLAS reported that e
1000 (-11) 6th he believes that he destroyed 1 enemy A4 stack
cruiser with torpedoes, sank 1 destroyer and demaged another.
His two ships had rescued 569 men and 50 officers when he had to
desist because of enemy plane and sub attacks,

The night of the 4th-5th (-11) date STRONG was tor-
pedoed in KULA GULF while part of a bombardment task group. ©She
survived until 0123 (-11) 5th when she sank. CHEVALIER rescued
7 officers and 231 men.

As vet only the ba¥We outline of action in KULA GULF
is known.

Ashore operations appear to be proceeding according
to plan, CTF 31 (Reer Adm. Turner) 050322 and 060133 are sum-
maries of the 5th and 6th (-11). ComSoPac 060645 is his summary.

CinCPac's 052047, ComNorPac 060350 and CinCPac 060655
all pink deal with plan to air strike PARAMUSHIRO in order to
discourage enemy from shuttling planes from there to SOLOMONS,

(( ) x-k\}u )\\ S
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July 6th. (OCahu Date) ; Z’

Belated news from North Pacific regarding the Sth
(£10) gives no activity because of fog. On the 4th recon~
naigsance group found no evidence of enemy occupation on
SEMISOPOCHNOI Island but found suitable site for fighter
strip near Sugar Loaf Head. On the 6th (£10) Rear Adm.
Giffen's cruisers heavily bombarded coastal batteries KISKA,
hampered somewhat by fog. Planes are being made ready for
PARAMUSHIRO air strike on the 7th,

In South Pacific further details came in of night
action previously mentioned, but results are still obscure.
There were air strikes on BALLALE and XAHILI, Enemy launched
heavy air attack on RENDOVA at 1345 (-11). 9 Zeros and 3
medium bombers were knocked down, with one of our F4U's miss-
ing., Apparently land operations are progressing satisfactorily.
Enemy has numerous submarines in NEW GOEOGIA Area, some of
midget type.

ComSoPac's 070626 1s his summary.

ComSoPac's 070008 (pink) is a plea for more fighter
alrcraft in his area.

&
July 7th. (Oahu Date) Ciuﬁk

No activity in North Pacific because of fog. The air
strike on PARAMUSHIRO was postponed because of terminal weather.

In South Pacific, ComSoPac's summary not received.
Rear Adm., Merrill swept up NEW GEORGIA STRAIT and encountered
no surface craft. He was shadowed by an enemy plane, Daylight
plane sweeps in same area revealed no enemy ships.

CTF 31 (Rear Adm. Turner) 080121 is a summary of mil-
itary situation. Col. Liversedge at RICE ANCHORAGE, KULA GULF
appears to have lost touch with his seniors, and some concern
is felt for his supplies.

ComSoPac's 010443 reviews his exchange of dispatches
with G.0.C. New Zealand Military Forces re New Zealand divisional
organization.

CinCPac's 080441 pink will sail ENTERPRISE to PUGET
SOUND on 14 July to complete by 30 October, unless otherwise

directed. _
DEClAssirry &
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July 8th., (Oahu Date)

Again PARAMUSHIRO air raid was postponed because of
weather., No usual summary of events from North Pacific.

ComSoPac's 080947 is his summary for the 7th (-11)
and his 090600 for the 8th (-11). Col. Liversedge in the RICE
ANCHORAGE was in communication with a plane and supplies will
be dropped for him,

ComSoPac's 090502 pink contains his plan to place a
corps commander in command at NEW GEORGIA of all ground forces
and attached naval units at an appropriate time.

The increasing destruction of enemy tankers by our

submarines is gratifying.
Ow—""(g)

July 9th. (0Oahu Date)

ComNorPac's summary for both 8th and 9th indicated
nothing unusual - fog interfered with operations both days.
9 medium and 8 additional PBY's began basing at ATTU. SHENYA
medium bomber strip is now 88% complete. Apparently the PARA-
MUSHIRO air strike is still held up by weather.

In SoPac the bombardment by T.G. 36.2 is postponed

to night 11-12 (-11) due to Hester not being in desired position ‘
for the assault. No summary from ComSoPac. CTF 31 - 100123
in hls summary for the 9th (-11).

ComAirPac's 090455, CinCPac's 100227 and CinCPac's
100327 (all pink) are exploratory as regards getting more
fighter aircraft for ComSoPac,

CominCh 081210 informs that J.C.S. have reduced the
category of defense in continental sea frontiers including
Penama. Thils should operate to provide more personnel and
material for fighting zones.

Ma jor General Alexander Vandegrift, USMC relieved
Major General C.B. Vogel, USMC as lst MarAmphCorps in SoPac.

O @
/
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July 10th. (6ahu Date)

ComNorPac's 110911 is his sumary. 8 planes dropped
bombs on PARAMUSHIRO STRAITS Area in d.r. run from Cape Lapatka
because of heavy overcast - results not observed, and returned
safely to base, Our aircraft struck heavily and turned back a
four ship convoy headed for KISKA well to the westward of the

latter place. One ship was sunk, one badly damaged, and two
hit. :

ComSoPac's 100600 is his summary. Events are shaping
for MUNDA assasult tomorrow.

ComSoPac's 110421 (pink) is a proposed modification
of his minor strategy in NEW GEORGIA involving a by-pass of
VILA, He asks for comment from CTF 31 and ComAirSoPac, It
appears both suitable and feesible,

Two of our subs apparently severely damaged an XAV .
and XCL,

PERMIT in a highly successful cruise against enemy
unfortunately sunk a Russian trawler, killing 2 people. She
will be directed to a port in the AILEUTIAN Chain to turn over

survivors. éMnL, C)
S

July 1lth, (Cahu Date)

ComNorPac's 112055 and 120929 are hls summary for
the 11th (#10). 5 Liberators making a second attack on PARA-
MUSHIRU were forced back by weather 200 miles short of gosal.

No summary from ComSoPac. The MUNDA bombardment by
Rear Adm. lMerrill was carried out according to plan. Col.
Liversedge seems to have the Rice Anchorage - Enogal - Balroko
area in hand. No news of the expected assault on MUNDA.

CinCPac 112347 (pink) informs CominCh of airmailed
reply to his 021437 re command and staff organization of CinCPac.

ComlorPac 120015 (pink) gives as his opinion no CVE
necessary for KISKEA operation.
C}Jh,f &)
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July 12th, (Oahu Date)
Activities in North Pacific were nil because of fog.

In South Pacific fairly complete details were re-
ceived of TG 36.1 (R.Adm. Ainsworth) night encounter, early
morning 13th (-11) HONOLULU and ST. LOUIS each received a
torpedo hit forward, LEANDER one amidships, and GWIN was ul-
timately sunk as result of after engine room torpedo hit.
Cruisers reached TULAGI. Damage to enemy unknown, but R.Adm.
Ainsworth believes one cruiser and three destroyers sunk.

AUSTRALTA and HOBART from 7th Fleet are to join Com-
SoPac at suggestion General MacArthur.

News of ground activity is scant. g}{p\
July 13th. (Oahu Date)

No news from North Pacific.

&

Com 3rd Fleet 130846 is his summary for the 12th (-11)
and his 140447 for the 13th (-11).

CTF 31 140240 gives the MUNDA ground forces situation.
The grid map referred is not available. This dispatch of R,Adm.
Turner indicates that he is confident of the ultimate taking of
MUNDA by ear marking defense forces for the place on its capture.
It would appear we have now 9 to 10,000 troops about equally
divided northeast and east of the MUNDA field.

Com 3rd Fleet 140406 pink requests replacements for
his damaged cruisers.

CominCh 132058 pink orders return of VICTORIOUS to U-K
to start not later than 1 August.

CinCPac 132137 pink allocates area south of TRUK to
ComSoPac for his submarine operations.

o
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July 14th. (Oahu Date)

No news of importance from North Pacific.

CTF 31 - 150254 is a summary of the ground situation
at MUNDA,

ComAirSols 151245 describes repulse of enemy air at-
tack on RENDOVA with claims of shooting down 30 zeros and 15
medium bombers with only 3 of our pilots missing. Evidence
accumulates of apparent decreasing skill on part of enemy
aviators.

R,Adm, T, S. Wilkinson relieved R.Adm, R, K. Turner
in command of AmphibFor SoPac,

CinCPac's 150005 pink is his reply to Com 3rd Fleet's
request for cruiser replacements. W
®

T
July 15th. (Oahu Date)

ComNorPac's 150629 is his summary for the 14th (£10).
MONAGHAN bombarded GERTRUDE COVE, KISKA. ComNorPac's 160913
is his summary for the 15th (£10). KIBKA continues to be bom=
barded from sea and air.

Summaries are slow getting in from ComSoPac., Comdrd-
Flt's 150547 is his for the 14th (-11). On 15th (-11) land op-
erations NEW GEORGIA passed to Army Command, Major General Gris-
wold. A task group of DD's and APD's successfully evacuated a
large party (15 officers and 162 men), survivors from HELENA on
VELLA LAVELLA plus 16 prisoners, Ships saw Jap naval personnel
in water who resisted capture.

Our subs to north of TRUK were unsuccessful in hitting
enemy carrier’, bound there.

CominCh 141300 (pink) states his views re asking more
planes from Army for SoPac, :
b
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July 16th, (Oahu Date) 42’

ComNorPac's 170639 is his summary for the 16th (£10).
Operations hampered by fog.

In South Pacific CHINCOTEAGUE heavily bombed south of
VANIKORO by enemy alr probably from NAURU,

CTF 31's 170422 is his summary of ground operations
for the 16th (-11) in MUNDA area. Com3rdFlt 160545 1s his sum-
mary of the 15th (-11).

A very heavy air strike on KAHILT shipping from 0920 -
0940 on the 16th (-11) resulted in sinking following enemy ships
1 CL or DL, 2 DDg, 1 PC, 2 AKs, 1 AO and 1 AK damaged and beache

-
L]

d

according to preliminary report. Enemy lost 44 Zeros and we have

5 planes missing.

July 17th. (Oahu Date)

DesRon 22 attacked three enemy DDs in the Vella Gulf
and reports one enemy DD possibly sunk. This was a daylight
action but the time of day was not reported. During the day
large air strikes were made In the MUNDA Area to support the
ground forces, A large air strike was made agalinst shore posi-
tions and shipping in the Buin Area at 0930 (-11) the 18th.

One AK was reported sunk and 2 DD and 1 AK hit by bombs, 13
Zeros were shot down, and our loss was 4 VF., LST 342 was sunk
by enemy torpedoes on the 18th off Wickham (New Georgia). The
CHINCOTEAGUE was badly damaged by bombs in the New Georgla Area
but may be saved.

The THRESHER reported sinking 20000 tons and damaging
19000 tons of enemy shipping while on patrol in the Philippine
Area. '

In the North Pacific plans are underway to bomb PARA-
MUSHIRO tomorrow. Three flights will be made, the first taking
off from ATTU at 0500, The GILLIS, TEAL, and CASCO will assist

the planes.

The Central Pacific was quiet. > i
There were no new enemy developments. z//ﬁ S L
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July 18th. (Oahu Date)

At 0830 (-11) 19th 20 SBD and 18 TBF attacked enemy
positions north of MUNDA, Com 3rd Flt 190552 is an operation
summary for the 18th (-11). Between 0137 and 0239 (-11) 19th
9 B-17s attacked in the BUIN area,.

The CHINCOTEAGUE is being towed to port by the SONOMA,
Therg was doubt yesterday as to whether or not she could be
saved,

The planned strikes were made on PARAMUSHIRO from ATTU
today. The S-35 reports two hits in a cannery ship off the
west coast of KAMCHATKA. If this is a Jap ship it would indi-
cate Jap fishing in the Sea of OKHOTSK.

There are continued evidence of enemy reenforcements
to the SOLOMONS, but no change in major Jap units.

Q 2’ 2)
July 19th. (Oahu Date)

A Tokyo Express of 3 CL, 6 DD, 2 APs were sighted by
search planes in the VELIA GULF shortly after midnight the 20th
(-11). The following morning the Express was attacked by our
bombers and fighters. Reported results follow - 1 CL sunk,

2 DD sunk, 1 DD probably sunk, 1 DD and 1 AP sunk; four own
bombers were lost, It is doubtful if the cruiser was sunk,
Between 0030 and 0258 (-11) 20th 18 B-24s attack KIHILI. At
1610 (-11) 20th 36 VBM attacked enemy gun position near LAMBETI
(NEW GEORGIA) in support of ground troops.

The HOBART was hit by a sub torpedo at 2000 (=11) 20th
about 150 miles west of ESPIRITU SANTO. Last reports indicate
the ship proceeding to ESPIRITU at 7 knots. This again raises
the question of surface vessels patrolling a line in known sub-
marine waters. The fast BBs and two CVs are proceeding to a
point 250 miles south of the RUSSELLS, Why this move is being
made is not clear as information here does not show suitable
targets for suchiformidable force in or near the North CORAL
SEA or the SOLOMONS SEA. Enemy submarine activities continue
along our lines of communication between ESPIRITU and NEW GEORGIA.

Troops continue pressure on the MUNDA area but no sub-
stantial gains are reported. Reenforcements are planned to
RENDOVA from GUADALCANAL the night of the 20th-21st (-11).
Little troop activity is reported in the HUON GULF area. Evi-
dently the NEW GUINEA operation is not underway in force now.
No recent reports have been received regarding progress in
KIRITNINA and WOODLARK,

As a result of recent enemy action Admiral Halsey sent
his 200041 and 192349 both pink requesting DDs and SSs. Com
7th Fleet 190821 pink requests DDs

(Continued) 16272

—




O

O

;"\\_

SECRET—
July 19th. (Oahu Date) (Continued)

Funafuti was raided by three enemy bombers last night.
Only slight damage was reported.

The DELLWOOD grounded while laying a cable between
SHEMYA and ATTU today. Salvage seems probable. Bad weather
in the western ALEUTIANS prevented air operations.
@y

July 20th. (Oahu Date)

The South Pacific Area was comparatively quiet today.
HOBART is making satisfactory progress toward ESPIRITU SANTO.
Because the power lead in the cruiser floating drydock at
ESPIRITU grounded out when preparing to dock the ST. LOUIS,
two weeks delay may be expected in docking the cruisers damaged
recently in the NEW GEORGIA aresa.,

The Central Pacific was qulet. The ground reconnais-
sance of the Ellice Islands has been completed and members of
the reconnaissance party are now at CinCPac headquarters with
their report. There seems to be good possibility of construct-
ing an air strip at both NUKUFETAU and NANOMEA,

Rear Admiral Turner has arrived 4t Pearl and will start
work at once on Central Pacific operations. The Joint Chiefs of
Staff met today and may consider Central Pacific Operations. Al-
though no directive has been received from the JCofS, plans are
going ahead for the seizure cf the MARSHALLS.

CinCPac 210119 (pink) states that no additional Pac
Fleet subs can be sent to the SoPac as requested yesterday.

The DELLWOOD sank early this morning in the ATTU area.
Two DDs bombarded KISKA at 0200 (#10) today. Results were not
observed. Further bombardment plans are in ComNorPac 210055.
Photos of PARANUSHIRO show 1 CA, 3 CLs, 10 DDs.-PC's, 4 AK at
the naval anchorage; and 6 DDs-PCs, 6 AKs and about 75 fishing
boats at KATOAEKA, G\UWL/(E}
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SEGRET—
July 21st. (Oahu Date)

The summary of operations in the MUNDA area is contained
in CTF 31 220307. The Army troops seem incapable of further of-
fensive operations until the 25th (-11) which probably is due to
exhaustion from jungle fighting because they are not battle season-
ed troops, A large group of our planes attack shipping in the
BUIN area at 1600 (-11) 22nd and report sinking 1 ACV and hitting
1 DD, At 1624 (=-11) 22nd 16 Army VBH attacked 1 cruiser or DL
and 2 DD in the RUIN area, Results were not observed.

Captain E.A.M., Gendreau (MC) USN, Fleet Surgeon, was
killed in action as a result of an enemy dive bombing raid at
RENDOVA on the afternoon of the 21st (-11).

A minor raid was made by the enemy on FUNAFUTI at 0545
(£12) 21st.

Our submarines continue to make successful attacks on
enemy shipping, The SAWFISH reports sinking one and damaging two
ships of a convoy for 24,000 tons in Empire Waters; and the HADDOCK
reports hitting all four ships of a troop laden convoy north of
the PELEWS.

JCS 202204 pink is a directive for operations in the
GILBERTS and NAURU,. .

The INDIANA and VICTORIOUS have been directed to proceed
to PEARL. The INDIANA will go to the NYPH for additional AA guns
and the VICTORIOUS will proceed to U-K via the PANAMA CANAL and
East Coast of U,S.A.

C. G. SAMOA has been asked by MarCorps what personnel and
equipment is necessary for the early movement and operations of
the 22nd Marines and the 2nd, 7th, and 8th Defense Battalions.

There were no new enemy developments,

Can G

An attempt will be made to land supplies tonight at ENOGAI
by APDs and DDs. TF 36,2 will cover., Com 3rd Fleet has issued a
directive relieving DDs in TF 31. This should be completed by 1
August, Summary of operations in the MUNDA area is contained in
CTF 31 230420.

July 22nd. (0Oahu Date)

A coordinated bombardment was made on targets on KISKA by
TG of BBs, cruisers and DDs. Weather was good. BRombing missions
were also carried out against KISKA targets,

- Continued -
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July 22nd. (Oahu Date) - Contiftued - |

Our submarines continue to meke successful attacks on
enemy shipping. TROUT reports sinking an A0 and damaging an AK
in EAST INDIES waters,

VD-3, basing at FUNAFUTI, will make & reconnaissance of
OCEAN ISLAND about 26 July. (-11).

Maj. Gen, Price, CG SAMOA, arrived at PEARL for conference
on Central Pacific operations.

In his 222230 pink Admiral Halsey requests that the
WASHINGTON be sent to the SOPAC prior to the release of the
INDIANA,

Com 3rd Fleet, in reply to CinCPac 210119 stated that
additional areas south of TRUK are not desired.

ComAirSoPac 222112 pink discusses return of certain avi-
ation units from SOPAC for Central Pacific Operations,

There were no new enemy developments, G»»A (}
S

July 23rd. (Oahu Date) '

ComSoPac 240532 is a summary of operations in the MUNDA
area, During last night troop reenforcements were successfully
landed at ENOGAI and casualties evacuated. Two large air strikes
were made in the MUNDA area during the day, one of which was in
direct support of our troops in NEW GEORGIA.

CinCPac 240115 requests ComSoPac comment on a proposal
to use the 19th replacement battalion to bring the 22nd Marines
at SAMOA up to complement. CinCPac 240221 states that MAG-13 is
no longer available to ComSoPac.

The INDIANA will be sailed north as previously directed.
Admiral Halsey estimates that Jap strength in TRUK area by mid-
August will require great surface strength available to him.
Decision is pending regarding the relief of the INDIANA by the
WASHINGTON, CinCPac 232131 pink and ComSoPac Z24wS2zpink.

The TINOSA reported 12 torpedo hits in the TONAN MARU
#3. For some reason only one torpedo exploded.

Com 3rd Fleet 230400 pink is a reorganization of SOPAC
forces.

The RUNNER, which had been ordered to patrol in Empire
waters is overdue, and must be presumed lost,

1625
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July 24th. (Oahu Date).

Two very large air attacks were made by a total of 250
) of our planes on enemy positions in the MUNDA area during the
§ day. Our DDs also bombarded the area. No report has been re-
ceived regarding troop action although an offensive was planned
for today. CTF 31 250158 is a summary for the day of the NEW
GEORGIA operation.

6 B-24s attacked WAKE today. One was lost by enemy
action near WAKE and another crashed on landing at MIDWAY, The
enemy was alerted and intercepted the bombers with about 22 VFs.
AA fire was heavy and accurate.

The PORPOISE reports sinking 17000 tons enemy shipping
5 while on patrol in the MARSHALLS.

The North and Central Pacific areas were quiet.

The agenda for the next CinCPac-CominCh conference has

been received. CominCh 241558 (pink).
(O/U/}'L—@

The NEW GEORGIA area was generally quiet. Final push
on MUNDA was scheduled for yesterday but no report has been re-
ceived as to progress. Jap VF's and VB's intercepted our patrol,
dive bombed and strafed RENDOVA Beach but no reports have as yet
been received. B Zeros were shot down. We lost 2 P-39's and
4 P-40(s. CTF 31's 260445 1s a summary of the day's activities.

July 25th. (Oahu Date).

- Bombing of KISKA was resumed 24 July (£10) with 153
(e tons falling on various targets. There seems to be some surface
activity in the area but details are now lacking. Some enenmy
attempt may be made to reinforce KISKA.

12 B-24's are scheduled to leave MIDWAY for a bombing
mission against WAKE at 1645Z/26.

The Central Pacific area was generally quiet,

CinCPac 252007 requests CTF 16 plans in the North Pa-
cific after the KISKA operation.

</ CominCh's 251735 states that the SOUTH DOKOTA and
ALABANA plus BIRMINGHAM will proceed to the Pacific in the next
month or so.

, Our lack of radioc security of plane movements makes it
-~ possible for the enemy to get valuable information. Corrective

steps are being taken,
W\ 1686
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July 26th (Oahu Date)

Our bombers made heavy raids against the MUNDA area.
Ground forces are advancing slowly. No report of casualties |
has yet been recelved. Com 3rd Fleet 260558 and 270622 report
events in the general area. Photos show what appears to be a
concentration of air strength at KAHILI.

Qur submarines are still active. HADDOCK attacked

two loaded tankers and forced them to return to PALAU, damaging
one.,

TG 16.7 fired on radar targets west of AMCHITKA for
40 minutes. 13 bombing missions dropped 108 tons of assorted
bombs on various KISKA targets,

4 B-24's from MIDWAY carried out another bombing
mission against WAKE. AA was accurate and intense, 20-30
zeros Intercepted of which 9 were shot down with 4 more probables

and 5 damaged. Enemy pilots seemed to be experienced and highly
trained,

CinCPac 270455 (Pink) informs Admiral King and Halsey

of plans for occupations in the ELLICE ISLANDS.

July 27th (0Oahu Date)

Our planes attacked both the MUNDA area and
VILA today. Aside from these, no activity has been reported
from the NEW GEORGIA area,

Our submarines still make encouraging reports.
SAWFISH reports sinking 26000 tons and damaging 18000 during ﬂ@
a8 recent patrol in the China Sea., Among those sunk was a ﬂ
loaded AP,

Six bombing missions were able to operate today
against KISKA, There are no indications of any enemy surface
forces in the Alaskan Area, but our forces are operating upon
the assumption that they are still within striking distance. 4v

The Pacific areas were quiet. '

CinCPac 281941 pink is a directive to CG Samoa
for the ELLICE ISLAND operation.

Cominch 272310 pink requests recommendations for a
move of 6 APA and 2 AKA to the Pacific., This was answered in
CinCPac 282135, S
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July £8th (Oahu Date)

Light bombing and strafing raids were the only air
activity reported in the NEW GEORGIA area. No report of the
general area has been received. A heavy air strike against
BUIN shipping and KAHILI was postponed a day or two because
of weather.

No report of the Alaskan area has been received.
That area seems quiet.

The Pacific Ocean 1s generally quiet.

(Pink) 281941 CinCPacd\to~CémGen Samos is a directive
to occupy and defend NUKUFETAQ?amdNEh OMEA in the ELLICE ISLANDS.

(Pink) 282135 CinCPac to CominCh recommends certain
troop movements from the East to West Coast and from the West
Coast to Pearl in conjunction with the proposed assignment of 4&[
APA's and AKA's to CinCPac as advised in (pink) CominCh 272310
to CinCPac. ﬂ7

July 29th (Oahu Date)

The only air activity in the NEW GEORGIA area con-
sisted of two bombing raids on the west shore of Beeroko. Two
APC's dellvered suppllies to Enogal without incident. The con-
dition of the ground forces is somewhat static with some success
by tanks and flame throwers. The line of the 43rd division is
approximately north and south.

Activity in the Alaskan area was greatly curtailed be-
cause of weather., Patrol plane radar contact disclosed 7 pos-
sible ships Wouthwest of ATTU at 53-26 N, 167-30 E. Fog prevented
any sightings. This may be an attempt to reinforce KISKA,

(Pink) 300250, ComGen Samoa to MarCorps states the
strength of the various units under his command.

(Pink) 291850, ComWesSeaFron to ComNorPac announces
the salling of T.G. 51l.2.
WO\
[Ik_‘f A St
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Jul Oth (0Oahu Date)

Our planes heavily bombed MUNDA POINT and GURASAI on one
mission and BALLALE ISLAND on another. Col. Liversedge has taken
up a defensive position and is restricting movements to aggressive
local patrols., Com 3rd Fleet 310636 contains a summary of ground
operations.

Offensive air operations against KISKA were curtailed
because of weather. Searches were also curtailed. FARRAGUT and
HULL bombarded targets on KISKA with no return fire.

ComSoPac 310052 (pink) gives some changes in his directive
to the ground forces in the operations against NEW GEORGIA.

CominCh 302157 (pink) designates the 27th Army Division
for the proposed operations against the GILBERTS and MARSHALLS, 47
((IT—’ RS
July 31st (Oahu Date) a
Activity in South Pacific confined primarily to two heavy
bombings of MUNDA area and one of the VILA STANMORE area, Little

change in the ground situation except for movement at one point of
our eastern attack force to within 1500 yards of MUNDA airfield.

All air activity in the ALASKAN area stopped because of
weather,

KISKA radio not heard since 29th. This may indicate either
destruction of radio facilities by bombardments or bombing or the
possible evacuation of the KISKA garrison radio personnel.

Other than above Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet.

Com 3rd Fleet 310630 and 310641 contain reorganization of
SoPac Task Forces, ?

s o
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1 August (Oahu Date) QECMSSW@

There was much air activity in the NEW GEORGIA area today.
Heavy raids were carried out against KAHILI, BAIROKO HARBOR and
WEBSTER COVE., PTs and DDs operated in BLANCHE CHANNEL during the
night. ComGen SoPac 010440 is a general summary of events in the
area,

Our submarines are still active. POGY reports scoring
2 hits on an XAV in the Mandates,

Air activity was confined to one radar controlled raid on
KTISKA because of weather. KISKA radio continues silent.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet,

011359 (pink) CinCLant to CinCPac announces the arrival of
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA and SOUTH DAKOTA and 5 DD at the CANAIL_ ZONE Iﬁs
|

about 24 August. ) b///
/Lfﬁ T
2 August (Oahu Date) N

Little has happened afloat in the NEW GEORGIA area. Ashore
the L3rd Division has advanced on the left to the east end of the
MUNDA airfield while the right has occupied BIBOLO HILL. The 37th
Division is advancing along the entire line against stiffening
resistance. No reports have been received concerning air activity.

Two air missions bombed targets on KISKA. Battleships and
cruisers, escorted by destroyers carried out an hour's bombardment
of KISKA targets while two destroyers carried out a later bombard-
ment of the same targets, ComNorPac's four part 021041 (not herein)
}s a8 summary of activities in the Alaskan Area for the month of

uly.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

030915 (pink) ComNorPac to CinCPac sets D-Day for COTTAGE
as 24 August which he considers is the earliest practicable date.(g/

((h Vo et
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3 August (Oahu Date)

Admirasl Nimitz returned to PEARL from a CominCh-CinCPac
conference at SAN FRANCISCO.

Our PTs were active in BLACKETT STRAIT during the night,
reporting several torpedo hits on enemy DDs. Our ground forces
are advancing against strong enemy resistance. A combat patrol
went through from ENOGAI to the southern lines today without
meeting enemy resistance.

Our planes bombed TARAWA on 28 July with no definite
results reported,
No report has been received of any action in the ALEUTIAN

centval

The ,Pacific Ocean Area is generally quiet.

Ares,

040708 (pink) Com 3rd Fleet to CinCPac offers suggestions
for administration of certain areas in the Pacific.

CinCPac 032211 (pink) expresses the necessity of meeting
the COTTAGE target date ?See ComNorPac 030915 noted yesterday). 4

There were no new enemy developments, Cﬁ“’ﬁ

4 August (Oahu Date)

Our planes have been active in the NEW GEORGIA Area, staging
a bombing rald on REKATA while our VFs intercepted a large number of
Zeros over RENDOVA, These latter were driven off with heavy losses.
Our loss was very light. Ground forces made better progress today.
The Jeps are now surrounded in the MUNDA area., It is planned to
send the 35th Infantry to NEW GEORGIA, arriving 8 August. General
Harmon returned to KOLI POINT this morning.

Heavy bombing attacks have been carried out against KISKA
yesterday and today, Antiaircraft fire on the island seems progres-
sively weaker,

USS TUNA and USS GROUPER arrived in BRISBANE within the
last week. Each reported having been depth charged by friendly
planes in the SOLOMONS-NEW GUINEA Area, which resulted in considerable
minor damage.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

Cominch has requested NARWHAL or NAUTILUS for operations in
the Western Pacific. It is tentatively planned to have NAUTILUS
available to ComSoPac by 1 October for this operation.

-Continued -
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L August (Oahu Date) (Cont'd)

Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris relieved Vice Admiral R.A,
Spruance as Chief of Staff and Deputy CinCPac. Vice Admiral
Spruance assumed command of the Central Pacific Force.

050432 (pink) Com 3rd Fleet to CinCSowesPac discusses
the transfer of four submarines from TF 72 to TF71.

ComNorPac to CinCPac 050931 (pink) discusses D-day for
the Operation against KISKA. CominCh concurs with CinCPac that
D-day should not be postponed.

CinCPac to CominCh 032125 (pink) requests that twenty
small landing craft for use during Central Pacific Cperations o
be obtained from the Army.

5 August (Oahu Date) ebuA\

The VMUNDA airfield has been captured after 12 days fighting.
Mopping up operations are now in progress. There are 1671 known
Jap killed, 25 prisoners. Limited air activity continued in the
area,

Bombing of KISKA continued with one mission of B-24s today.
Photos show large scale damage to buildings including the 2 radio
stations, This may account for the absence of any KISKA radio on
the air as recently noted herein, DDs again bombarded KISKA targets.

PETO repnorts sinking a naval auxiliary and damaging an AO
during a recent patrol north of the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO,

CinCPac to PacFleet 050301 designates the Central Pacific
Force as Task Force 10 and lists its initial composition.

More aircraft are needed in the continental U.S. for train-
ing and forming new units, All shipments must be curtailed as much
as possible commensurate with the need for combat replacements, It
i1s imprsctical to divert VFs for support and formation of additional
NEW ZEALAND units.

CinCPac to ComGenHawDept 052217 (pink) is a directive to
make preparations to occupy and defend BAKER ISLAND.

CinCPac to CominCh 060159 (pink) requests relief &s soon as
possible for Marines in SAMOA to permit their use in GILBERT-NAURU
operations,

CinCPac to CominCh 060341 (pink) requests action on changes
in amphibious forces in the Pacific.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet, OF

CinCPac 052255 pink and ComNorPac 050110 pink discuss D- 3
for COTTAGE.

i)
£

=




'p-\

@

Okcrze.
Rﬁé‘. .}\ ’: (T
e “J,;—

s o

—<ECRET—

6 August (0Oahu Date)

Our planes bombed REKATA BAY heavily., All AA was reported
silenced in the target area. T.G. 31.2 engaged 4 enemy ships, in-
cluding a cruiser, in VELLA GULF and reported definitely sinking
3 with the fourth probable. We suffered no damage or casualties.
MUNDA airfield is now being cleaned and repaired and should soon
be in operation, The 25th Division is advancing northward and
may develop enemy contacts.

Searches operated from ADAK and ATTU. No bombing missions
operated against KISKA., Two of our DD's bombarded KISKA targets,
each firing 50 rounds. No damage or casualties were sustained, as
the enemy did not return the fire. Hits were reported in the tar-
get area, '

The Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet,

CominCh to CinCPac (61952 discusses the movement of the
6th Division,

VCNO to Com-11l, Com-15 @61940 (pink) announces the depar-
ture of troops and transports from NORFOLK on 24 August for SAN
DIEGO,

CinCPac to CominCh @62221 (pink) requests the movement
of ILCT's to FUNAFUTI.

CinCPac to CominCh 61945 (pink) suggests employment of
BARACUDA, BONITA, and BASS to supply Filipino guerillas,

ComSoPac @70551 gives estimates to move 2nd MarDiv to @&
NANDI,

7 August (Oahu Date)

Our planes carried out two large bombing missions, one
against BATROKO Harbor and the other against VILA., Many hits were
reported. A large force of Jap planes attacked RENDOVA but were

driven off., One hit wes reported on an army hospital which killed

6. There has been no report of ground activities.

Weather prevented any missions against KISKA. Searches
were carried out by radar plane from ADAK,

A large bombing mission operated against SALAMAUA. Many
hits were reported.

CNO to CinCPac 061940 (pink) discusses the shipment of
DUKW's to the SOPAC area. C}wﬁ¢\

(Continued) 1633
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arvenny CinCPac to ComGen SAMOA 080145 (pink) requests an estimate
of_&ggn roops needed to relieve those in SAMOA.

It seems probable that CinC Combined and CinC 3rd are at
TRUK. No major move of enemy surface craft is expected south of
TRUK in the near future.

CG HawDept4307]G@—requests authority to move Army troops
in the Pacific, and that CG HawDept be designated CG Army Troops
Central Pacific, CNA\

Our planes carried out heavy bombing raids against VILA
airfields, REKATA BAY was strafed. Our ground forces are advanc-
ing north of MUNDA although hasmpered by rain and bad terrain. Work
on the MUNDA airfield progresses.

8 August (Oahu Date)

Searches in ALASKA were curtailed and bombing missions
against KISKA were cancelled because of weather. 2 DDs again
bombarded KISKA targets with no return fire. S-30 reports sinking
1 AK with asnother probeble in the vicinity of ARAIDO off PARAMUSHIRO.

CinCPac to CominCh 090043 gives an estimate of additional
non-combatant shipping required to support planned Central Pacific
Operations.

CinCPac 082049 (pink) directs diversion of DUKW's to FUNAFUTI |

and estimates of these for the future.

The enemy continues to strengthen positions in the MARSHALLS
and GILBERTS. ) =

9 August (Oahu Date)

Our VFs intercepted and turned back a large force of VFs and
VB(M)s over the RENDOVA-NEW GEORGIA area. One flank of the ground
forces encountered some frontal resistance 7000 yards N NW of MUNDA
while the other flank made contact with Blue patrols on the BAIROKO
River L4000 yards south of BAIROKO Harbor.

No report has been received from the ALEUTIANS.

ComGen SAMOA to CinCPac 091940 (pink) is an estimate of the
Army forces needed to defend the SAMOAN Area.

SubComServPac to VCNO 091806 (pink) discusses sending
amphibious trucks to FUNAFUTI.

ComSoPac to Comdt MarCor 100357 (pink) is a recommendation
as to the relief of Lt.Gen. Vandegrift. 1634
D)

ComNorPac to CinCPac 100615 (pink) sets the D-Day for
COTTAG'E . ¥ L i @
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10 August (Oshu Date)

“SEORET

Air operations were restricted throughout the NEN GEORGIA
area because of weather, A small formation of B-24s bombed REKATA.
Ground forces in the MUNDA area continue to advance against stiffen-
ing resistance. The right flank has joined elements of our northern
force near the headwaters of the BAEROKO River. <

Heavy bombing was carried out against KISKA today. Our
DDs also bombarded the usual targets. 9 B-24s are scheduled to
attack PARAMUSHIRO tomorrow D hour to be designated later.

CinCPac to CominCh 110611 discusses the availability of
transports and cargo ships for the Pacific Fleet,

CinCPac to ComNorPac 102215 (pink) requests an estimate as
to completion of the COTTAGE Operation so that assault shipping used
therein may be used in other Pacific Operations.

ComSoPac to CinCPac and CinCSoWesPac 100112 (pink) discusses
the occupation of VELLA LAVELILA and sets the target date.

In answer to CominCh 071538 (pink) CinCPac 110631 (pink)
withdraws suggestion contained in 061945 (herein) for V-type sub-

marines for special mission in the Western Pacific. c-
11 August (Oahu Date) E}U\

The NEW GEORGIA area was quiet.

A mission of 9 B-24s bombed targets on PARAMUSHIRO., 5 of
4O intercepting aircraft were shot down. 2 own planes failed to
return, A lone reconnaissance plane made & nuisance raid on KISKA.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

CinCPac 120455 (pink) requests comment of ComSoPac relative
to the relief of Marines in SAMOA by Army troops,

The Army at SAN FRANCISCO has been directed to transfer 20
DUKW's SubComServPac.

CominCh has directed a NAUTILUS class submerine be made
available to Com 7th Fleet by 1 November for a special mission in I
the Western Pacific, |

Navy Yard, Norfolk has been directed to prepare MONROVIA as
an APA transport commander flagship and emergency relief AGC. S
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12 August (Oahu Date)

Our planes continue heavy bombing of targets in the NEW
GEORGIA area, Ground forces in the MUNDA area advanced yesterday
and today, the left column making 1500 yards.

KISKA was bombed yesterday and today causing many fires
and much smoke. FARRAGUT bombarded KISKA during the night.

BatDiv 9, composed of SOUTH DAKOTA and ALABAMA, was formed
and ordered to procede to CANAL ZONE with DD escort about 20 August.

ComSoPac has directed ComGen FMAC to use 19th replacement
battalion for shortages in the 22nd Marines,

CominCh 111902 gives the reorganization of amphibious forces
effective 15 August.

ComGenSoPac has requested the 298th infantry be diverted
from SAMCA to ESPIRITU SANTO and that the 147th infantry remain at
SAMOA. 129th Infantry less one battalion will be sent to GUADALCANAL
by the same shipping.

CinCPac 122245 (pink) discusses the shipping of 20 DUKW's
to FUNAFUTI and the 'plans for providing them with crews,

ComSoPac 130044 (pink) discusses the relief of Samoan
Marines.

There are indications that the enemy has withdrawn a good
number of troops from KISKA. If this is so we can efpect early
release of NorPac forces., At present it is planned to leave the
major part of the forces involved in the KISKA operation in the
ATEUTIANS throughout next winter. They are thus ready for a move
to the KURILES whenever the necessary means can be found for that e
thrust. f
W '\'.\

13 August (Oahu Date) M

Our plenes were active in the NEW GEORGIA-SHORTLANDS area
making several heavy bombing raids on enemy targets. One enemy flight
was intercepted and turned back over MUNDA. The APA JOHN PENN was
sunk by enemy planes off GUADALCANAL early this evening. Ground
troops are advancing to the northward in the MUNDA area, It is re-
ported that the MUNDA airfield will be ready at 1500 (L)/14.

Heavy bombing raids were carried out over KISKA today.
Single DDs bombarded KISKA once yesterday and twice today. A cruiser
force also carried out a heavy bombardment yesterday.

An enemy VP was reported over HONLAND today.

&

(Continued)
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13 August (Oahu Date) - Continued -

CinCPac 132345 is a directive for the formation of the
Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet and is effective 15 August.

General DeWitt 132125 requests support of his proposal
to keep assault troops in the ALEUTIANS,

There were no new enemy developments, Cﬁﬂ“’ CL

”‘.-

14 August (Oshu Date)

Com 3rd Fleet 150540 reported the torpedoing of the
Liberty ship M.E. DeYoung, southeast of SUVA,

DD bombarded targets on KISKA., No further information
has been received from the Aleutians.

CinCPac 150715 (pink) recommends that assault troops
in the Aleutians remain there after the KISKA operation.

ComNorPac 140401 confirms D-Day for assault on KISKA
as 15 August.

ComNorPac 142137 (pink) gives estimates of departure
of APA's, AKA's and 1LST's from KI%KA after COTTAGE,

Chief of Staff 6017 15th discusses the authority of
Lt. General Richardson regarding troop moves as ComGenCentPac.
General Richardson has been designated Commanding General, Cen-
tral Pacific Area.

CominCh 111715 and CinCPac 140325 (pink) discuss the 8
allocation of AK's and AO's for operations in the Central Pacific.

15 August (Oeshu Date) (o

About L4600 of our troops have landed at BARAKOMA on VELLA
LAVELLA, Some air opposition was encountered, CAPE ESPERANCE re-
ported being shelled, possibly by a submarine.

Jap planes have been engaged by our PVs in the ELLICE IS.
and driven off. Heavy explosions were reported to the eastward by
NANOMEA.

Our troops commenced landing on KISKA today and are advanc-
ing as planned against no opposition., Air support was not possible
because of weather at the bases, Bombardment was carried out accord-
ing to plan, Weather conditions were good on the beaches and com-
plete tactical surprise was reported.

o

(Continued)
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™™ 15 August (Oahu Date) - Continued -

®

VCNO 112125 (pink) and CinCPac 160337 (pink) discuss the
shipment of DUKW's to the Pacific area and the rates and conditions
of future shipments.

ComGen SAMOA 152255 (pink) describes guns and automatic
weapons available to the 2nd, 5th, 7th and 8th defense battalions.

The movement of a task force of APAs, AKAs and DEs from
the Atlantic to the Pacific has been directed. These ships are
expected to participate in future operations in the Central Pacific.(d

Cm_

16 August (Oahu Date)

Our planes made several strikes in the NEW GEORGIA Area
yesterday and today. The 25th and 43rd divisions are advancing
slowly in the MUNDA Area. Our DD's were attacked by dive bombers
upon completion of unloading at BARAKONA and suffered some minor
demage. Our PC's were active in the VELIA LAVELLA-RENDOVA Area
during the night.

Landing of trcops is proceeding on KISKA against no op-
position. It is estimated there are now 7000 in the northern
sector and 9000 in the southern.

ComSoPac 160502 described the position of Deputy SoPac
in the organization.

U.S.85. VIRGO (AKA20) will be added to the convoy which
departs from NORFOLK 24 August for SAN DIFGO and was reported in
CNO's 061941 (pink) herein.

CominCh 161451 and 161452 (pink) discuss the allocation
of cargo ships to NTS for Central Pacific Operations. f
A
17 August (Oahu Date)

Our DDs attacked Jap DDs and barges off VELIA LAVELLA and
report damaging 2 out of 4 DDs with one possibly sunk., PTs were
also active. There has been no change in the position of ground
troops.

Landing of troops continues on KISKA with no opposition
having been encountered, although all former enemy positions have
been reconnoitered. Mine sweeping of VEGA BAY has been completed
with negative results. Our transports will complete unloading at
KISKA Harbor and GERTRUDE CCVE.

ComGen SAMOA 172302 (pink) postpones D-day for NANOMEA
about 10 days,
CominCh 171901 (pink) discusses the schedule of West Coast
Amphibious Training.
1638
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17 August (Oahu Date) - Continued -

A force of 6 BB, 6 CV, 5 CA, 6 CL, 16 DD is now believed
at TRUK. If the Japs are going to make a raid in force against our
outlying positions, their chances of success are much better now
than they will be later when the Central Pacific Force is organized
and functioning., A reid on MIDWAY, for example, seems within enemyé}
capabilities at the present. .
&}ka

18 August (0Oahu Date)

Our troops are slowly advancing on BAANGA Island in the
New Georgia Group, while the 25th Division is preparing to make a
final assault on BAIROKO, i

The fantall of the U.S.S. ABNER READ was blown off by an
unexplained under water explosion while she was patrolling off
KISKA. The ship is now proceeding to ADAK in tow, 61 are reported
missing and 26 injured. Patrols continuéd to search KISKA for
Japs but none have been encountered yet. A landing was made on
Little Klska today with similar results. Bulldings on KISKA had
been hit and sizeable amounts of ammunition and supplies were found.

KISKA Harbor is being swept for mines. All planes were grounded
because of the weather.

CinCPac 182357 is a plan for the movement of LST's and
APA's In the Pacific.

CinCPac 182203 (pink) discusses equipment of defense bat-
talions.

CinCPac 190317 (pink) requests information relative to
the supply of APA's and AKA's to be used in future operations in

the Pacific. EMv-"
19 August (Oahu Date)

Our DDs and air have been engaged in minor activity in the
NEW GECRGIA~CHOISEUL area, The 43rd Division is now engaged in
flenking operations against hostile resistance on BAANCA Island. The
25thaTeports no contact after active patrolling. Operations against
BAIROKO now scheduled to start 21 August.

KISKA is now considered in our hands weeks ahead of schedule
with no Japs contacted. Patrolling continues. Booby traps and mines
were reported in South Head area. Southern transports continue un-
loading at GERTRUDE COVE while northern transports are en route to
KISKA HARBOR. Reconnalissance in force on SEGULA ISLAND indicatés
same situstion as on KISKA.

CominCh 191758 (pink) directs the return of 1lst Special
Service Force from ALASKA to the U.S,
1639
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) 19 August (0Oshu Date) - Continued -

CinCPac 200031 and 200045 (pink) discuss the return of
certain ships from ALASKA for repairs.

{f? VCNO 191825 (pink) discusses the organization and training

of proper components for operations in the Central Pacific.

CinCPac has approved a letter to CominCh regarding a speed-
up of the Pacific Campaign.

Outline plans for the seizure of the MARSHALLS have been
completed and will be delivered to CominCh 23 August,

Steps are underway to improve logistic planning. 45
Oy

C:D 20 August (Oahu Date)

Blue ground reinforcements have arrived at BARAKOMA on
NEW GEORGIA. PTs operated against barges last night and sank one
between VILA and BAIROKO. No general report has been received from
the South Pacific.

Activity at KISKA was confined to unloading trensports and
mine sweeping. Weather prevented air searches.

i:) The Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet.

CominCh 210820 (pink) directs the reassignment of certain
troops from KISKA to the Central Pacific subject to CinCPac concur-
rence.

ComSoPac 210111 (pink) answers CinCPac 190317 (pink)
relative to the former supplying APAs and AKAs for the movement of
- troops and supplies for Central Pacific operations,

CominCh 210252 (pink) approves of the reassignment and
reduction of surface fo§ce in North Pacific previously recommended
by CinCPac 200031 (pink) herein, E 47
o/
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21 August (Oahu Date)

There was very little activity in the NEW GEORGIA area

except for operations of some PTs against barges around VELLA LA-
VELLA.

There have been reports indicating probable presence of
Jap submarines off OAHU,

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet, except for
definite sighting of enemy surface vessel with large superstructure
and possible escort, by one of our submarines in latitude 309-44' N

longitude 177°-30' E (310 miles NW of MIDWAY).

ComGen SAMOA 212006 reports administrative changes of
Marine units under his command.,

ComNorPac 220847 and 220936 (pink) discuss a possible
operation against PARANUSHIRO.

CinCPac 220211, 212345 and 220445 (all pink) direct the
movement of certain Army and Navy units from the ALEUTIAN area.

CinCPac 220215 (pink) discusses the use of hospital
facilities in the South Pacific Area,

22 August (Oahu Date) Ah?

Activity in the NEW GEORGIA-VELLA LAVELLA area consisted of routine
patrcls and minor operations against Jap barges. Many of these latter were
attacked and some sunk. The 25th division is petrolling actively preparatory
to its attack on BAIROKO. The 43rd division ceptured 2-5" Jap guns during its
occupation of BAANGA ISLAND. Artillery has been set up at ZIETA.

ComNorPac 230651 is & daily summary of KISKA operations.

Com 7th Fleet 230715 discusses a plan to redistribute the submarines
in the Southwest Pacific Area.

CTG 19,8 230844 describes fortifications and documents captured at
KISKA.

CominCh 221630 is & plan for training additional Marine and Army
emphibious divisions.

ComNorPac 230319 is a schedule for the movement of ships from the
ALASKAN Area to the West Coast of U.S. g
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23 Aupust (Oshn Date)

Our DD's were active in the NEW GEORGIA~VELLA LAVELLA Area during
the night as were the enemy air forces. These latter were intercented and
driven off VELLA LAVELLA and MUNDA. The 25th Division is contimuing its
advance toward BAIRCKO and the 43rd is sctively patrolling on BAANGA ISLAND
with no opposition.

No report has been received from the ALASKAN-ALEUTTAN Area today.

An enemy observation plane was reported in the vicinity of HOWLAND
ISLAND today.

The Pacific Ocesn Areass were renerally quiet.
3 £ o

CTG 20,15 240830 (pink) is & reencyphermsnt of the directive ordering
APA'e and A¥XA's from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

ComNorPac 240628 (pink) is a description of the movement of neval
forces from ALASKA to West Coast ports.

CinCFac 240341 (pink) directs ComlorFac to contimie planning and
training for future operations. ‘%3
=

There was some DD and PT activity in the NEW GEORGIA area last night.
DesRon 21 was bombed and PREBLE and MONTGOMERY collided while maneuvering but at

lest report were proceeding to port. No daily report has been recieved from
Com 3rd Fleet.

24 August (Oehu Date)

Unloading is continuing at KISKA. Reconnaissance of RAT ISLAND and
BULDIR ISLAND disclosed no evidence of the enemy, past or present. Air searches
were cerried out from ATTU and ADAX today.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

CinCPac 250215 (pink) directs ComNorPac to prepare a plan for the seizure
of the North KURILES and the establishment of bases thereon.

ComNorPac 250631 (pink) informs CinCPac that the 75th Signal Company has
been formed for duty with landing forces and is now at KISKA available for further
operations.

CinCPac 250235 (pink) directs APAs and AXAs to proceed from the CANAL
ZONE to SAN DIEGO thence to PEARL with the 6th Infantry Division.

,
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25 August (Oahu Date).

Our DD's and FT's operated in the VEW GEORGIA-VELLA LAVELLA Ares
during the night, Also last night our DD's laid a mine field west of
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Our planes were active in the urea, bombing various
targets. Enemy resistance has ceased on NEV GEORGIA proper, much food and
many vehicles being taken today. Islands south of ARUNDEL and west of BAANGA
have been ocoupied by us without opposition.

Unloading contines at KISKA. Air searches were operated out of ATTI,
ADAK, and ANCHITKA today. Another Jap prisoner was taken today on ATTU,

ComllorPac 250858 (pink) directs a certain task unit of *0 BB™, 1 CL
and 3 Di's to proceed to PEARL from the Aleutian Area.

_ CinCPac 260805 (pink) assigns certain AFA's and AKA's to ScPac for
the movement of the 2nd Merine Division from WELLINGTOW, ¥N.Z.

OTF 11 250530 (pink) designated D-Day as 1 September for the opera-
tion apainst BAKER ISLAND. 4.]

—

26 August (Oahu Date).

The fourth echelon completed unloading yesterday at BARAXCMA. PT's
were active in the NEW GECRGIA Area with nepgative results. APD's and DD's
are being sent to EHOGAI today to evacuate lst Raider Regiment and unload
supplies. No report of today's operations has been received from Com 3rd
Fleet.

Vo report has been received of operations in the Aleutians.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

ComFifthPhibFor 270727 (pink) directs Maj.Gen. Hollend M. Smith to
proceed to PEARL with headquarters and corps troops.

Vice CNO 262039 (pink) discusses the delivery of SWAN ISLAND tankers
to CinCPac.

CominCh 262214 (pink) approves the assignment of 75th Signal Company
to CinCPac.

ComBatDiv 9 261533 (pink) is the routing of BB task group to PEARL.

T
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27 August (Oshu Date)

Our planes were active in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area yesterday
conducting bombing missions ageinst KAHILI, REKATA, KOLCMBANGARA and GANONGGA.
Jap air also made 6 attacks against VELLA LAVELLA causing slight casualties.
Our naval forces operated in the area with negative results.

KISKA runwey was put in operation day before yesterday but can be used
only by light planes because of soft condition. Air searches were out from
ATTU, ADAK and AMCHITEA.

Our submsrines are active. Very satisfactory reports have been
received from four of them today.

A patrol craft reported an unidentified surface contact, possibly
8 submarine, in a squall off MIDWAY.

ComllorPac 270625 and 270630 (pink) contain a directive to BBs and

cruisers to procédg to west coast ports. qufhw’ ,

28 August (O=hu Date)

Cur planss were very achtive over the entire Northwest Solomons Ares
with bombing and strafing miesions against the enemy. Recent sweeps by our
DB's and PT's have resulted in no enemy contacts. The first Raider Repgiment
has arrived at TETERE sfter its evacuation from ENGCATI by APD's. The situation
of the ground forces remsins unchanged.

Weather prevented any air searches in the Aleutiesn Area, Iany land
mines and wired grenades have been uncovered on the beach Northeast of

WITCHCRAFT POINT, KISHA.

An enemy 4-motored patrol bomber was seen in the vicinity of BAKER
ISLAND 26 August (Z).

The Facific Ocean Areas were penerally quiel.

Com 5th Phib 282139 (pink) pives 3 September as the date of departure
ef General Bmith Cor FEARL.

Com 3rd Pleet 209440 (pink) requests information as to the command
of B3's in T.G. 12.3 now enroute in the Pacific. c
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29 August (Oahu Date)

Some PT activity was all that was reported today from the NEW GEORGIA-
/) CHOISEUL Area. Com 3rd Fleet's daily summary did not arrive.

A heavy gale in the Aleutians prevented any extended air searches
yesterday and today and caused a few landing craft to be lost. Captured mate-

riel is still being inventoried and studied at KISKA. 2900 feet of steel mat
at Casco Cove, ATTU will now permit emergency landings.

ComNorPac 300020 (pink) is a directive for TU 16.15.4 to proceed to ﬂJ
PEARL.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generslly quiet. E'

.’/
Q 30 August (Oahu Date)

The fifth echelon arrived on BARAKOMA today. PTs operated in the area
but reported no contacts during the night. The NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area was quiet.

Our submarines report satisfactory results in EMPIRE and PHILIPPINE Waters.

Air activity was still curteiled in the ALEUTIAN Area because of the
weather.

{::) The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

Vice CNO 301335 (pink) discusses the methods for manning and procurement/ﬂy/ i
of DUEWs. i

31 August (Oahu Date) G

Our planes were active yesterday and today carrying out heavy strikes
against KAHILI and VILA. Today our artillery bombarded VILA from ARUNDEL Island.
The fifth echelon (local tactical) has completed landing at BARAKOMA. An uncon-
firmed coastwatches report indicates REKATA is being evacuated.

No report has been received today concerning any activity in the ALASKAN
ALEUTIAN Area.

Jap radio has broadcast an account of our raid on MARCUS ISLAND today.
No information has been received as yet from TF 15.

CG HawDept 011451 indicates that an operating team for SCR-588 will leave |
the Hawaiian Area for FUNAFUTI by first available surface transportation.

(L) CG CentPac 312130 (pink) discusses the forces necessary for the GALVANIC
and BANKRATE Operations.

NavAct WELLINGTON 312340 (pink) informs ComSoPac that Lieut. Webster RNZNVR
has been released to CinCPac for 6 months to act as adviser on hydrographic and
“/ terrain conditions in the GILBERT-ELLICE Group.

CominCh 311306 (pink) authorizes CinCPac to delay returning ASHLAND (LSD-1)
until 20 November. 1E3d’]

-
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August 31 (Oahu Date) - Continued -

TG 12.5 311901 (pink) is the routing of APAs and AKAs in the Pacific.

Army and WSA.

Cin

1 September (Oahu Date)

OQur PT's operated in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL Area during the night
with negative results. The area was quiet. No report of the day's activities
has been received from Com 3rd Fleet.

Air searches in the ALEUTIAN Area were active but curtailed because
of weather. Examination of material captured on KISKA continues.

During the last two days Jap observation planes have been sighted
off MIDWAY and off ATTU,

No report has been received concerning the recent strike on MARCUS
by TF 15.

Vice CNO 011839 (pink) is a cancellation of VCNO 311739 (pink)
herein and further discusses the return of certain ships to the Army and WSA.

ComNorPac 020213 (pink) is an estimate of the departure of XAP's
from ADAK.

ComSoPac 020425 (pink) is a directive for divisional troop movements
in the PACIFIC,

Cominch and CNO 302210 (pink) authorizes CinCPac to proceed with '
construction of base facilities at KISKA. Cka\, V4

p—
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Vice CNO 311739 (pink) discusses the return of certain sﬁips to the /{/
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2 September (Oshu Date)

Our PT's operated in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL Area with negative
(—\ results. Our ground forces are advancing on VELLA LAVELLA. Coast watchers
now believe SANTA ISABEL has been entirely evacuated. Air activity was
curtailed yesterday because of weather.,

Preliminary landings were made yesterday on NANOMEA and NUKUFETAU
in the ELLICE ISLANDS. The 1st echelon of the main occupation force moves
forward in LCT and LST tomorrow. No enemy reaction has been reported yet.

Only air activity in the Aleutian Area was carried out from ADAK
yesterday. All other fields were closed in.

ComNorPac 021040 (3 parts) is a summary of activity under his com-
Q mand during the month of August.

Our submarine scout reports MALEOLAP and WOTJE in the MARSHALLS are
quiet but KWAJALEIN is very active with 12 AK's and 2 AO's in the lagoon as
well as many patrol craft. Air and surface patrols are active.

Our scout submarine reports heavy damage was imposed on MARCUS ISLAND
during the recent raid. No planes are up and the radar is out of commission.

_ Com 3rd Fleet 030519 (pink) is a plan for the reorganization of the
{:) task forces of the 3rd Fleet.

Joint Chiefs of Staff 012115 (3 part - pink) is an operation order
for the capture, etc., of the MARSHALL ISLANDS, WAKE, ENIWETOK, and KUSAIE.

3 September (Oahu Date)

Our planes were active in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area yesterday and
= today, carrying out heavy bombing raids against KAHILI and VILA. Our troops
< continue to advance on ARUNDEL ISIAND against Jap delaying action. PTs and DDs

operated against barge activity during the night, sinking several. Scouts have
confirmed the Jap evacuation of SANTA ISABEL.

Our submarines continue with their good work, ALBACORE and SNAPFER both
reporting sinkings on the TRUK-RABAUL track.

The initial landing was made on BAKER ISLAND according to plan. Supplies
and ammunition is now being landed. A Jap 4 engine seaplane was shot down the
first day of the lending, 1 September, apparently without getting off information
radio.

Our troops made a landing in the CAPE CRETIN area near FINSCHHAFEN
\/ according to plan. )f/
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4 September (Oahu Date) 3

PT's operated in NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL waters last night with negative
contacts. The 6th echelon is due to depart GUADALCANAL for BARAKOVA on 6
September. Preliminary translation of captured eneny documents indicate an
increase in RABAUL and vicinity strength estimates, .An February, placing
79,901 troops there. January showed 61,501 and De&ember 51,382,

Routine searches were made in the ALEUTIAN AREA yesterday. A Jap
observation plane was reported herein.

TF 15 is now enroute to PEARL after completing the attack on MARCUS
ISLAND. One TBF and 2 fighters were reported missing. Our submarines were
requested to be alert for recovery of missing pilots.

U.S5.S. KINGFISH returned to FREMANTLE from a 57 day patrol in the
PHILIPPINE, SOUTHERN FORMCSA, CELEBES, MOLUAKA and BANDA SEA Areas. Several
contacts were made but no damage was inflicted or sustsined.

Landing craft, covered by DD's, landed troops in the vicinity of LAE=-
HOPOI on NEW GUINEA. Our air supported this force by attacks on various targets.

Cwi_-

Our PT's operated west of VELLA LAVELLA last night and broke up a small
barge formation., The 6th echelon (local tactical) is en route to BARAKOMA and
is due there at 0800 (L). Our planes were active against various targets in
the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL Area. The enemy continues to fight a delaying action
on ARUNDEL with machine guns and light mortars.

5 September (0Oahu Date)

It is estimated that the widening, deepening and straightening of TE AVA
FUAGEA Channel and anchorage at FUNAFUTI will be completed in 4 or 5 weeks.
Channel will be buoyed.

It is considered that U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA will have to be dry docked
for engine repair.

Air searches were carried out in the Aleutian Area yvesterday and today
from ATTU, ADAK and AMCHITKA.

VCNO 012148 (pink) discusses the availability and suitability of AP's
for future CentPec operations.

ComCenPac 052135 (pink) requests that NAUTILUS be made available about
16 September for operations proposed by Com 5th Phib, Ci*jh_,'

‘,/,,/”
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6 September (Oahu Datej QEQMSSIF ffﬁ

Our PTs operated south of GANONGGA ISLAND while 2 DDs were scheduled
to operate north of KOLOMBANGARA. The 6th echelon (local tactical) landed at
BARAKOMA according to plean. Our planes staged heavy bombing raids against various
enemy targets in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area yesterday and today. Our ground
troops continue to engage the enemy on ARUNDEL and VELLA LAVELLA.

~

An enemy air reconnaissance in force against BAKER ISLAND was turned
back at HOWLAND 3 September. It is possible that the enemy plane shot down off
BAKER, reported herein may have given a report of our landing. This landing is
continuing slowly.

Routine air searches constituted the only activity in the ALEUTIAN area.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

CinCPac approved the headquarters organization of the Pacific Fleet and

Pacific Ocean Areas today. /’V/
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SECRET

Pac-17-Fn

7 September 1943

After occupation of KISKA on 15 August the consolidation of that
base and the withdrawal of naval forces from the North Pacific Force pro-
ceeded. Most combatent units consisting of BBs, some CAs, ComCruDiv 1 and
some destroyers proceeded to West Coast Ports for two weeks rest and re-
habilitation. Four CAs remained pending the return of ComCruDiv 1, which
is to be the permanent cruiser force in that area. The 7th Army Division
which was not used at KISKA, due to the Jap evacuation, is proceeding in
the assigned transports to PEARL for use in the Central Pacific.

Assembly and training of the combatant units of the Central Pa-
cific Force, under Vice Admiral Spruance, is proceeding from PEARL HARBOR.
Rear Admiral Turner is organizing the Amphibious Force for the GILBERTS
operation.

Due to inadequate room at PEARL the training of the combatant
units of the Central Pacific Force as a Fleet to meet possible major Jap
Fleet opposition during occupation of the GILBERTS will have to be carried
out elsewhere, possibly out of NANDI, or even by a concentration of the
units a few days prior to start of operations.

Major General Holland Smith, ComS5thPhibCorps, reported at PEARL
and organization and training of units of the Amphibious Corps is proceed-
ing.

Operations in the SOLOMONS and NEW GUINEA Area are proceeding in
accordance with plan.

The enemy continues on the strategic defensive. From the fact
that no major combatant units have been used to oppose the Allied advance
up the SOLOMON ISLANDS or in the NEW GUINEA Area, together with the evac-
uation of KISKA and other intelligencg, inf tion, it ‘be,_inferred
that the Japs rely on air and troof}gg%wdgﬁgg fn“ﬁo%‘t”%%gsider our
present advances sufficiently vital to cause them to resist with major
combatant surface units.

Strong enemy naval forces and most of Fleet high commands are
in TRUK. In spite of logistic difficulties it is within enemy capability
to meke a raid in force in the HAWAIITAN ISLANDS. Thus, the HawSeaFron is
maintained in a Fleet Opposed Invasion status. :

=
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7 September 1943 (Oahu Date)

Our PT's and DD's operated in NEW GEORGIA-CHOTSEUL waters during
the night with negative results. WNo detailed report has been received from
Com 3rd Fleet covering today's activities.

On NUKUFETAU end NANOMEA, operations are proceeding according to plan.
Rear elements for these places leave APIA 9 September. NANOMEA reported a
12 plane raid with no damage or casualties. A Jap observation plane was also
reported in the vicinity of BAKER ISLAND which escaped into a cloud before
interception could be effected.

No report has been received of today's activities in the ALEUTIAN Area.

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

It is planned to send ESSEX and YCRKTOWN to SAN FRANCISCO on a quick
trip to pick up aviation personnel and meterial. These should arrive on the

West Coast 13 September and return to PEARL 19 September.

Com 3rd Fleet 070012 is a reorganization of the task forces in the
Third Fleet.

VCNO 062025 (2 parts) requests certain information relative to the
personnel and logistic support of Marine organizations in pending operations.

Cominch 051912 (pink) requests information relative to the forces
covering the ELLICE ISLANDS operation. :

=
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8 September 1943 (0Oahu Date)

Our PT's operated successfully against barges in KULA GULF last night. |
Our planes were active yesterday attacking supply dump east of RINGI COVE.
A submarine was reported and attacked off FUNAFUTI. It is believed the Japs |
intend to reinforce the BOKO WMISSICN area on VELLA LAVELLA.

SUMNER (AG 32) 081836 discusses the various channels at FUNAFUTI and what
will be necessary to make them navigable.

Routine air searches were carried out yesterday and today from ALEUTIAN
bases with negative results. - I

To date two Jap planes have been shot down off BAKER ISLAND - one on 1
September and one on 4 September. It is possible one of these reported on
landing. A large strike was headed for BAKER but turned back when the second
plane, mentioned ahbove, was shot down.

Cominch 081925 (pink) discusses the availability of AP's between now and
June 1944,

-

CinCPac 080203 (pink) - The redistribution of garrison troops at CHRISTMAS
and PALMYRA,

CinCPac 082131 (pink) requests the Army to furnish 3 defense battalions L
for Central FPacific Operations. (3

—

9 September 1943 (Oahu Date)

Our PT's operated against barges off KOLOMBANGARA during the night driving
several back to port. Our ground troops repulsed another attempted Jap barge
landing at BOMBRE VILLAGE on ARUNDEL ISLAND while advancing on the northeast
side of the island,

Unloading at NANOMEA and NUKUFETAU continues slowly. The NANOMEA :g:-strip
is scheduled to be ready 22 September. ComGen SAMCA suggest action against
nearby enemy bases as hostile moves may be forming ageinst NANOMEA which opera-
tion is in a very vulnerable stage at this time,

A Jap bomber formation made a reconnaissance on NANOMEA 1 September and
dropped 20 bombs resulting in § killed and 7 wounded. A single VB also ap-
proached and was driven off,.

The DAKER ISLAND strip should be ready 11 September. Another Jap VP wasg
shot down yesterday in addition to 2 others previously reported,

Routine air searches were carried out from ALEUTIAN bases in the face of

an approaching front,.

(Continued)
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9 September (Cahu Date)

CinCPac 090615 assigns 5th Amphibious Corps directly to Central Pacific
Force instead of to 5th Amphibions Force,

Com 7th Fleet 090243 is a report of aircraft mine laying operations in
the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES Area and in the vicinity of SORONG, NEW GUINEA.

_ﬁ \hs-\'\.
Cominch 081801 (pink) lists possible Reyal Navy units which may be sent

to the FPacifiic,. C ey

10 September (Oahu Date)

Our plenes in the NEW GEORGIA area were active yesterday, carrying out
bombing missions against KAHILI, VILA and BALLALE. PTs operated against barges
today in the KULA GULF, demaging some.

Day before yesterday a Jap VP (Emily) was seen 135 miles southeast of
BAKER ISLAND by one of our planes, apparently searching for our carriers.

ComGen SAMOA reports that our LCTs are not well adapted for conditions
at NANOMEA. @2 have stranded on reef at NANOMEA with salvage doubtful.

NUKUFETAU fighter strip should be ready 30 September, and main field about
1 November.

No report has been received from NorPac.

CominCh 091743 describes the procedure to be followed by Italian ships in
surrendering. They have been ordered to procede to Allied Ports.

11 September (Oahu Date)

A division of Jap DD's was sighted off Tinputs, BOUCAINVILLE which may be
attempting to reinforce VELLA LAVELIA. Interception by our DD's has been ordered.
Cur PT's operated off VELLA LAVELLA in spite of bombing and strafing by Jap planes.
No surface contacts were made. Our planes were active against the enemy. OQur
troops maintain contact with the ernemy on ARUNDEL and are preparing for a final
assault.

Routine air searches in the Aleutians were curtailed because of squalls. The
Army submarine cable has been completed from ADAK to ATTU via AMCHITXA and KISKA.

CominCh 081801, CinCPac 120359, and Com 7th Fleet 111227 (all pink) discuss
the possibility of a British naval force being assigned to the Pacifie and the
uses to which it would be put.

CinCPac 120251 (pink) discusses the assignment of HC-2's for the operations
against the GILBERTS.and WAURY.

CinCFac 112353 (pink) to ComSoPac is a directive for an air strike aga

WAURU .
Weﬂ
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12 September (Oahu Date)

Our DD's and PT's operated in the vicinity of KOLOMBANGARA and the latter were
~Subjected to heavy enemy fire. Our planes were also active against targets on
. southern KCLOMBANGARA scoring several hits. Photos indicate air and surface actie
~ vity in the southern BOUGAINVILLE-CHOISEUL Area.

Our submarines continue active, PERMIT has sent in a report of 27,000 tons
sunk and 14,000 damagzed, while SPEARFISH reports 1 AK sunk and 1 damaged.

Com 3rd Fleet has directed all task forces in port to assume a condition of
two hours readiness.

Routine air searches were carried out from the ALEUTIANS today. Yesterday an
air mission of 8 B-24's and 12 B-24's bombed PARAMUSHIRO. Many hits on ground
targets and ships were reported. 5 B-24's and 5 B-25's returned to base, all

amaged by enemy fires

Blue ground troops have occupied SALAMAUA. Progress is slow against LAE be-
cause of enemy opposition and weather,

Lt. Gen, D. C. Emmons will relieve Lt. Gens J. L. DeWitt as  ComGen WDC about
15 September. 2

CB gear has been delivered to NWANOMEA by LST and relesding is now in progresse
Further personnel and supplies will be loaded at PAGO PAGO for both NANOMEA and
NUKUFETAU. Condition RED sounded at NANOMEA for one hour and ten minutes today.
Target was picked up by radar but turned back before coming within range.

ComGen SAMOA 112216 is a report of the airfields in the SAMOAN-ELLICE Area.

CinCPac 120607 discusses camp facilities for staging ang training Marine units
in the HAWAIIAN Area.

F.

‘rh-.
gh) 2nd MarDiv 122350 discusses the training of Marine units.

Cominch 111955 discusses the training of spare carrier air group 2.

CinCPrc 120251 (pink) discusses the use of 18 EC-2's in operations in the &~
Central Pacifice g
(T
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13 September (Oahu Date)

There continues to be the following at TRUK: 6 BB, 6 CV, 7 CA, 6 CL, 23 DD,
C:)Ima indications are seen that this force, or a part of it, is preparing for offensive
operations. Our sources of information may not be able to report the departure
or destination of this force in time to take effective counter action. We would
be unable to concentrate our units to meet such an enemy force in the CENTRAL
PACIFIC in less than three weeks. This situation will continue until the planned
redeployment of the Fleet is completed. loreover, the Central Pacific Force must

be trained as a team before it can meet the main enemy flset with reasonable
assurance of success,

Our PT's were active in the KOLOMBANGARA Area with negative results. Our
planes operated in the same area staging heavy raids against various targets yes-
. terday and today.

15 Jap planes staged raids over FUNAFUTI for seven hours today with little
damages Yesterday 2 landing craft were salvaged from the reef at NANOMEA, An
AKX is due at NUKUFETAU today to complete unloading.

Routine air searches constituted the only activity today in the ALEUTIANS.,

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet,

. CinCPac 140305 answers certain questions concerning MarCorps personnel
and logistic administration asked by VONO 062025 herein,

Cominch 132208 requests recommendations for the operation of LCTs and LS8Ts
in areas of coral reefs,

ComAirSoPac 140427 (pink) is a directive to ComAirSols for the strike on
NAURU «

@ CincPac 140829 (pink) discusses certain logistic problems connectsd with
GALVANIC.

Com 7th Fleet 111234 (pink) is the second part of 111227, herein, which
discusses the possibility of certain British forces heing assigned to the Pacific

and the uses to which they will be put,

CinCPac 132207 discusses the use of certain defense battalions in GALVANIC. o

O

@
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14 September (Oahu Date).

Our PTs operated in the vicinity of VELLA LAVELLA destroying
5 barges during the night. Our planes were also active against shore
targets and ships. Planes attacked enemy submarines, reporting hits on
two, one west of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY end one southwest of RENDOVA.
U.S.8. SAUFLEY also reports a possible sub sunk today west of NDENI in
cooperation with air attack. Blue ground forces are continuing to ad-
vance on ARUNDEL ISLAND from the east mnd west.

Com 3rd I"leet has put all his task forces in port on 6 hours
readiness.

Our submarines have also been active reporting more enemy
ehips sunk. SCULFIN scouted MARCUS ISLAND and reported it functioning
but well battered. NARWHAL reported 1 YUBARI low in water escorted by
1 SENDAT and 4 DD entering ROI IS. anchorage.

ComGen SAMOA 142102 reports on air sctivity over FUNAFUTI.

ComSubsPac 150615 is a directive to submarines on handling
torpedoes when steep temperature gradients exist.

CinCPac 150513 assigns certain LSTs to the 5th PhibFor,

CinCPac 150059 requests the 4th MarDiv he assigned for duty
with CentFac.

€ LRt
Radio deception plan is being carried og11hn %he TRUK aresa

either (1) to draw attention away from some other area (2) to create
false volume and type of traffic to conceal a future sortie of a major

florce.
(W

15 September (Oshu Date)

Our PT's operated in the vicinity of VILA, BAMBARI and North
KOLOMBANGARA during the night with no surface contacts but were bombed
and strafed by planes with no resulting damage. Cur plenes conducted
very successful heavy raids on various airfields in the NEW GEORGIA-
BOUGAINVILLE Area yesterday and today. A Blue land patrol reports de-
stroying much materiel on GANONGGA ISLAND yesterday. Light raids on
GUADALCANAL yesterday and today ceused slight damage and casualties.

The mine field around NOUMEA has been enlarged.

Additional personnel and supplies gﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁuex to leave TFUNAFUTI
for WANODNEA., PFighters will probably use gﬁen '¥ip 18 Beptember,

An AP end escort was reported at WAURU today by a patrelling
plane.

A
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15 September (0Oshu Date) - Cont'd - é‘z‘mgsffffg

Routine air searches were prevented at ATTU and AMCHITEA beecause
of weather but were carried out from ADAK. A more complete report of the
recent raid on PARAMUSHIRU indicates about 60 VI''s attacked our bombers and
about 12 were shot down with 3 more probables. lMore were possibly shot dowm.
An AP was observed on fire and an AKX was seen to break in two.

ComCentPac 160043 requests informetion as to amphibious tank
available in the SAMOAN Area and whether certain landing craft can peass
over the reef and enter the lagoon at NONOWEA,

CinCPac 160315 requests early action on 080515 herein.

CinCPac 160327 requests change of destination of LST Div 18 to
SAN DIEGO.

ComSoPac 150634, ComSoPac 150635, ComSoPac 150844, CinCSoWestPac
160310 and CinCPac 160137 (all pink) discuss the time schedule for further
CARTWHEEL Operations and diminishing of forces in SOUTH PACIFIC. <

Cuwy

RENDOVA PTs continue to operate but with no surface contacts. Our
planes again made heavy strikes against KAHILI and BALLALE today. The enemy's
reaction to these strikes against Southern BOUGAINVILLE targets has been to
reinforce his units in that area. Despite numbers of his planes destroyed in
the air and on the ground it is believed his BOUGAINVILLE concentrations have
increased slightly.

16 September (Oahu Date)

In answer to a dispatch sent yesterday, ComGen SAMOA reports that he
believes LCVP's and LCM3's can enter the lagoon over the reef at NANOMEA at
high tide with reasonably smooth sea.

The bomber strip on BAKER ISLAND is reported 95 per cent complete as
of yesterday.

There was very heavy weather in the ALEUTIANS yesterday causing some
materiel damage et MASSACRE BAY and preventing any air searches. Photos of the
recent PARAMUSHIRO raid indicate that the taxiways snd airport facilities on
KASHIWABARA Airfield have been greatly expanded since the last photo coverage.

ComSowesPac reports Allied land forces made an unopposed occupation
of LAE today.

U.8.S. NAUTILUS departed PEARL today to assist in the reconnaissance
of TARAWA.

CominCh 161947 disapproves the formation of an independent TBF rocket

squadron. (}\{Yl,,

gr——
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17 September (0Oahu Date)

Late reports of our bombing missions in the NEW GEORGIA-SHORTLAND Area
on the 15th indicate they were very successful. The runway at BALLALE appeared
unserviceable from recent bombings and many old holes were still unrepaired.

The bomber strip on BAKER ISLAND is now completed. dJap search planes
have been reported in the vieinity of WANOMEA. The rear echelon, 7th defense
battalion, has arrived at FUNAFUTI for transshipment to NANOMEA. One half
squadron of fighters is to be brought into VANOMEA tomorrow.

KXISKA experienced a bad storm which prevented air searches and caused
considerable loes and damape to landing craft and boatss

Com 12 170112 is a plan for a movement of LST's from HUENEME to PEARL.

ComAirPac 172322 discusses the movement of aircraft to the SOUTH PACIFIC. g~

18 September (Oahu Date) M

4 PTs operated east and west of KOLOMBANGARA during the night with negative
results. A survey indicates LAMBU LAMBU COVE will satisfactorily base 8 PT boats
and it is planned to move them there about 22 Sept. Our planes carried out & suc-
cessful heavy strike against targets on Southwest KOLOMBANGARA snd also intercepted
a Jap bombing mission off VELLA LAVELLA. High altitude attacks were made by the
enemy on MUNDA and BAROKOMA with very minor damage.

Preliminary reports have been received on the TARAWA-NAURU strikes. SoPac's
planes attacked NAURU from GUADALCANAL end Army planes attacked from CANTON and
FUNAFUTI, while Carrier planes hit TARAWA during the day.

3 Jap bombers were reported by our patrol planes southwest of ATTU. Routine
air searches operated out of ATTU but all others were prevented by weather.

CominCh 171431 assigns the 4th MarDiv to CinCPac for duty with CentPac.

ComFIFTHPhibFor 190829 discusses the supply of APAs and AKAs to be used in
training FIFTHFhib.

CinCPac 180355 and CominCh 182042 (both pink) discuss the proposed widening ¢/
and deepening of TE BUABUA Channel, FUNAFUTI. M

malb—
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19 September (0ahu Date)

Our planes made a bombing raid over VILA today. Yesterday a
large enemy strike of VB's and VF's was turned back over BARAKOMA. 12
VAL's and 5 ZEKE's were shot down. Ground forces on ARUNDEL continue
to advance in the face of stiff resistance.

FPreliminary reports from CTF 15 indicates that TARAWA was ef-
fectively bombed and strafed yesterday for seven hours. Minor raids on
MAKIN and APAMAMA were made at the same time. Four planes were lost.
Covering our withdrawal 20 Army B-24's from CANTON, FUNAFUTI again con-
ducted a heavy raid on TARAWA today. One B-24 was lost and some others
were damaged.

The Aleutian Area was quiet.

CinCPac 182347 (pink) requests that Rear Admiral Hill be not
relieved until after GALVANIC and that MARYLAND and COLORADO operate
under ComBatDiv 2, MARYLAND to act as Flagship. CominCh 191629 (pink)
replies in the negative and states 16 in. BB's should not be given

secondary combat duties. :

20 September (Oahu Date)

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet.

First echelon of lMarine fighters started operations from
fighter strip at NANOMEA on 19 Sept. (local time).

ComSoPac directed T.G. 39 to operate North and West of VELIA
LAVELLA and a force of about 6 DD to join during the night in an attempt
to intercept enemy surface forces attempting evacuation or reinforcement
of KOLOMBANGARA.

ComAirPac 202136 is a recommendation for the reorganization of
carrier divisions in Pacific I'leet. The future organization of a division
to be reach®in 1944 to include two CV and one CVL.

There are several questions which arise because SoPac positions
and troops are being used to support Central Pacific operations. The Com-
mend set up and the responsibility for logistic support in that area are

now under study by the Joint Staff. (Ekkhf\_f

a
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21 September (Cahu date) AU

Task Force 39 made a sweep around VELLA LAVELLA last night to inter-
cept any attempt to reinforce or evacuste KOLOMBANGARA ares with no contacts.
2 cruisers and 4 DD's are scheduled to make a similar swesp tonight; PT's to
remain in port. Our plenes were active in the NEW CECRGIA-CHOISEUL ares
yesterday and today. The enemy made several raids on GUADALCANAL and NEW GEORGIA
with 1little resulting damage.

A submarine scout reports that TARAWA airfield was functioning after
our recent raids.

Recent photos indicate a concentration of enemy combatant ships, 1 CA,
1 CL, 9 DD, & SS, 21 AK, plus other navel auxiliaries at RABAUL, as well as
heavier than usual number of aircraft.

Plans Division now has underway: exploratory studies for the capture
of TRUK and the Northern KURILES; detailed planning for the capture of the
MARSHATLILS: follow through for the capture of the GILBERTS and NAURU; follow
through for the occupation of the ELLICE Islands.

The proposal to construct air facilities for two CV groups at
HILO, previously disapproved by CominCh was submitted by CinCPac for recon-
sideration and approved by Vice CNO in his 211924.

ComSoPac 220426 (pink) informs senior commanders of his contem-
plated plan of moving into northern and central BOUGAINVILLE about 1 November.

CominCh 212219 (pink) is a reply to CinCPac 210253 (pink) in regard (i
to availability of transports for GALVANIC.

There were no new enemy developments. (i&kﬂA/”

22 September (Oshu date) =

Light cruisers of TF 39 will operate West and North of VELLA LAVELLA
and 7 DDs of TG 31.2 will proceed "up the slot" to North of VELLA GULF tonight
in order to intercept any enemy craft attempting reinforcement or evacuation of
KOLOMBANGARA. Sighting of enemy combatant ships, cruisers and destroyers, at
RABAUL is reaffirmed. Organized resistance on ARUNDEL ISLAND has ceased, mopping
up continues.

Normal air searches were carried out from the ALEUTIANS with negative
results.

At NANOMEA, nine fighters are now operating. The full field 400' by
8000' is now cleared with 300" by 6000' surfaced promised by 15 October.
Emergency landings can now be made by heavy bombers. It is estimated that
entire garrison will be on the job about 8 October.

At NUKUFETAU the fighter strip will be ready about 10 October and
main runway 1 November. All garrison except Argus unit will be on job 24 September.

The 4th Marine Division reports for duty to CinCPac 20 September.

Our submarines continue to report sinkings. The TRIGGER reports 33,000
tons sunk and a 7000 ton ship damaged.
G661




@

23 September (Oahu date) i)

WLf

TsGo's 39.1 and 31,2 consisting of 2 CLs and about 10 DD made no contact |
with the enemy in their sweep "up the slot" and north and west of VELLA LAVELLA
last night. A similar sweep will be made tonight by 2 CLs and 4 DDs. A PT boat
tender was sent to LAMBU LAMBU on VELLA LAVELLA to service PT boats to base there.
Reenforcements of a battalion of NEW ZEALAND troops was landed on northwest VELLA
LAVELLA to clear out northwest area of 300 Japs reported there.

No report was received from the North Pacific.

Submarines report continued good work. The SUNFISH reports 34,000 tons
sunk, 7,000 damaged while the PARGO claims 27,000 tons sunk 9,500 ton passenger
vessel damaged with 2 hits. Otherwise the Pacific Ocean Areas were relatively
quiet.

CinCPac 240405 (pink) requests reconsideration of CominCh 191629 reletive
to employmsnt of MARYLAND as assault flagship RAdm Hill.

ComSoPac and various members of his staff arrived for conferences. (2]

24 September (Oahu date)

ComNorPac reports that fog prevented usual searches yesterday and the
day before except to the southward of ADAK. Diver entered Jap sub grounded at
TWIN ROCKS on KISKA identified as I-7 and found papers, note books, etc. Salvage
will proceed as weather permits. Recomnaissance of MATSUWA Is. was made. |

No contacts were made during sweep of cruisers and destroyers around
VELLA LAVELLA. Plan for tonight is for 2 CLs and 4 DD to go up the slot to
VELLA and return to TULAGI. Another similar group to come up from southward
of VELLA LAVELLA and pass around north of the island and return TULAGI.
Aircraft were active on wvarious strikes.

Further sinkings by our subs was reported and damage to ACV which was
slowed and is being pursued.

Study is going ahead to substitute MAKIN for NAURU in the GALVANIC
Operation.

CinCPac 250359 (pink) assigns 4th MarDiv to Com 5th PhibCorps for C
duty and coordination amphibious training. @hWUL,/ﬂ
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25 September (Oshu Dats)

No report was received from ComNorPac today. The North Pacific
is quiet,

In the South Pacific our planes were active with strikes in KAHILI
Area where demage was done and 9 Zekes destroyed. No report was received
from the surface force sweep around VELLA LAVELLA last night. Information
received indicates enemy is planning evacuation of KOLOMBANGARA soon.

Reports from SoWesPac imply enemy contemplates withdrawal from
FINSCHAFEN Area where on 22nd 17 bombers and 33 fighters were destroyed
with 29 probables.

CinCPac 230349 (pink) defines and instructs as to the handling and
stowage of the different classifications of despatches.

ComGenSamoa 252238 (pink) gives percentages of completion of various
air fields in his area,

CinCPac 260439 (pink) recommends substitution MAKIN for NAURU in
GALVANIC, Cominch concurs,

Cominch and members of staff arrived for conferences, ComSoPaé also

present. 2 o

26 September (Oahu Date)

ComNorPac reports that fog prevented most searches except south of
ADAK. On 21 September a 60' fishing boat fired on Catalina search plane
near BERING ISLAND. No other activity is reported.

The sweep executed around VELLA LAVELLA ISLANWD last night was un-
sventful., Several torpedo tracks passed close to the cruisers but none hit,
Apparently enemy subs have been concentrated in this area. Tonight the same
sweep will be made by destroyers only. As a routine procedure, other opera-
tions permitting, nightly sweeps around KOLOMBANGARA will be made by at least
3 destroyers. Our aircraft again hit KAHILI Area heavily.

CinCPac 262331 from Rear Admiral W.W. Smith recommends obtaining and
conversion of AKs for GALVANIC,.

Conferences with CinCPac and ComSoPac continue.

Cemtremr-Samon—and. ConGenCentPac-by. copy.of CinCPac-260430—(piak-herein)
were--informed-of proposed -change in-objeotive NAURU to MAKINe s
ALAN,
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September 27 (Oahu Date) ‘

The North Pacific was quiet. Ne-reperi-was—reclived-from-that-anren.

In the South Pacific our aircraft were active over southern BOUGAINVILLE.
Night prowlers were also active along evacuation barge route between KOLOMBANGARA
AND CHOISEUL BAY. The destroyers sweep last night resulted in sinking 3 or 4 ,
enemy barges North of VELLA GULF. Esery effort is being made to prevent suspaotadi
evacuation of KOLOMBANGARA, .

Eight enemy DDs were sighted 60 miles north of BUKA ISLAND heading SE at
30 knots. Our destroyers weee ovdered up the slot to north of KOMOMBANGAGA
tonight to intercept.

In SowesPac progress is being made towards FINSCHAVEN.

Cominch 271805 (pink) staﬁes J.C.S. approve CinCPac's 260439 (herein)
which proposed substitution of MAKIN for NAURU as objective in GALVANIC. 0%

CominCh and CinCPac inspected MIDWAY installastions.

G

28 September (Oahu Date)

The North Pacific was quiet.

In the South Pacific Liberators on night search contacted 8 to 10 vessels
NE SHORTLAND area and bombing resulted in near misses. Another B-24 picked up |
8 ships west of CHOISEUL but did not attack as identification was uncertain. A
second attack on first convoy mentioned resulted in sinking one large ship pos-
sibly CVE. Our DDs make no contact with enemy DDs reported yesterday as heading ‘
for KOLOMBANGARA which is believed as a probable diversionary meneuver. Our DDs
and PTs will continue to operate at night on evacuation route between KOLOHBANGARA‘
to CHOISEUL.

Preliminary reports from scouting parties on BOUGAINVILLE Is. indicate
landings at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY feasible with suitable beaches and terrain to
construct 4000' fighter strip. Beach can accommodate 12,000 men, 6000 tons.
Report from NUMA NUMA states that beaches are suitable but swamps exist between
beaches and prospective air field site. Reef formation will keep transports
from 3 to 5 miles from beaches. In general report on NUMA NUMA not as favorable
as EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. -

CinCPac 290139 (pink) informs ComGenCentPac, ComGenSamoa, ComCentPac and
ComSoPac of substitution MAKIN for NAURU as objective in GALVANIC.

CominCh and members of staff left for mainland. ComSoPac remains for |
further conferences. Eh**ﬂ
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29 September (Oahu Date)

ComNorPac reports air searches made in clear weather
to northwest and variable visibility in other directions with
no contacts.

ComSoPac is continuing operations of our DD's in areas
around KOLOMBANGARA at night in order to intercept enemy craft
attempting evacuation that island. Last night one or more
barges bound for KOLOMBANGARA were destroyed and 6 to 9 turned
back to CHOISFUL, PATTERSON and McCALLA collided last night,
each ship suffering demage to bow. Both proceeding TULAGI.

Five of our submarines on their last patrol reported
ginking 12 ships demaging 4 others for a total of about 90,000
tons of enemy shipping. The continued successes of our subma-
rines in spite of a high percentage of torpedo duds unquestionably
has the effect of 1limiting the scope of enemy offensive capabili-
ties, and has increased enemy difficulties in maintaining and
strengthening her perimeter defenses.

ComSoPac 300239 gives troop requirements for the next
six months. In that despatch requirements at PONAPE and TRUK
are included. As this is a Central Pacific problem, it seems
desirable for troop requirements in the MANDATES be requested
by CinCPac.

CinCPac-ComSoPac conferences continued during the morn-
ing. The main topic of discussion was the employment of Pacific
Fleet units in support of both GALVANIC and CARTWHEEL. No de-
cisions were reached. Also under discussion was & major strike
on TRUK (PEARL HARBOR in reverse), If we could succeed in sink-
ing a good number of enemy combat units anchored in TRUK, it
would solve many of our present difficulties. At the present
we are not strong enough for such an effort,

There are no changes in enemy deployment. The force
now assembled at TRUK is capable of making & raid on our outlying

positions. CAA)?\
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30 September (Oahu date)

Our surface force activities in the South Pacific are mainly con-
cerned with interception of enemy barges attempting evacuation of troops
from KOLOMBANGARA to CHOISEUL BAY. For this purpose DDs, PTs and aircraft
are employed with CLs used whenever there are indications of larger eneny
ships in vicinity. While varying number of enemy DDs have been sighted NE
of BUIN-FAISI Area, apparently headed for north KULA GULF, none have been
contacted by &¥¥ surface forces. No Jap combatant ships larger than DDs
have been sighted in this area for some time.

Task Force 14 composed of 3 CV, 3 CVL, 3 CA, 4 CL, 2 AO and 24 DD
is at sea proceeding to deliver an attack on WAKE with aircraft and ship
bombardment in order to destroy installations, siroraft and any surface
ships encountered. It will elso serve to train and give battle experience
to commanders and all personnel. During the air attack, CTF 14 has been
directed to obtain photographic coverage.

CinC Eastern Fleet 300631 (pink) is a reply to CinCPac message as-
suring of Fleet Comdrs. determination to strike hard when his ships are
withdrawn from MEDITERRANEAN.

ComSoPac 010043 (pink) informs CinCSoWesPac that plan selected for
post-CARTWHEEL operations was plan one which includes landings in EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE.

CinCPac¢ 010347 informs ComSoPac and interested commands that ELLICE

ISLANDS will remain under present command organization and discusses logistic
supply in these islands and other logistic matters. CiJ]L’,»

e —

1 October (Oahu date)

In the SOUTH PACIFIC operations against the evacuation barges from
KOLOMBANGARA continue with our DDs in night contact with the largest group
seen to date, about 35 of assorted sizes, of which about 20 were destroyed,
Although enemy DDs were reported in the vicinity, our surface forces made
no contact with them., Intelligence reports state KOLOMBANGARA radio was
going off the air permanently, which may mean the evacuation is about com=-
pleted.

Rear Admiral Kirk delivered an informative talk on Amphibious opera-
tions at SICILY. He and his staff will be available for consultation for
about two weeks.

The Plemning Groups are completing the plans for capture of the
MARSHALLS and operations against KUSAIE, ENIWETCK and WAKE. They are making
exploratory studies of the Northern KURILES and revising the plans for
GALVANIC. A preliminary study for the capture of TRUK is also underway. (
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2 October (Oahu date)

Operations of our surface and air forces in the South Pacific
continue to center around KOLOMBANGARA where extensive destruction of
~ enemy evacuation barges has resulted. Mopping up of enemy ground forces
on VELLA LAVELIA and other small islands in viecinity continue.

Com3rd Fleet has directed T.F.C. in his force to execute Plan
One on 1 November. This plan calls for occupation of TREASURY ISLAND
and landing and establishment of air fields at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY.

ComSoPac anticipates 22 LST will be available on Nov. 1 which
he considers inadequate for projected operations.

CincSowesPac reports the occupation of FINSCHAFEN and the sink-
ing of the destroyer HENLEY off MAROBE, NEW GUINEA.

&

Further developments in connection with enemy submarine reported
off BARBERS POINT yesterday indicates possibility of attempts to contact fadl
shore to obtain information. c‘

3 October (Oahu date)

The North Pacific since the occupation of KISKA has been quiet.
Consolidation of bases and development of airfields is proceeding. The
Pis: 10,000 runway on SHEMYA will probably be the largest in the ALEUTIANS,
;:) The construction of airfields on the island of TANAGA has begun.

In the South Pacific, operations by our DDs, PTs and aircraft
against the evacuation barges from KOLOMBANGARA continue. Except for some
DDs, no enemy surface forces of any size have been sighted in that area.

The training in amphibious operations for GALVANIC, of 27th Army
Division in the HAWAITAN ARFA and the 2nd Marine Division NU¥R3Enco te
— todﬂ-y'.

Admiral Halsey and party completed conferences at PEARL and departed 2

for NOUMEA. ERJT
T
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4 October (Oahu date) DE@MS&E;@

In the South Pacific, operations by our surface and air forces
against the enemy evacuation barges from KOLOMBANGARA and CHOISEUL con=-
tinue, No contacts were made, either surface or air. Land operations in
northwest VELLA LAVELLA are continuing.

Task Force 14 proceeding to WAKE apparently, sc far, has not heen
detected.

There has been no further information of the enemy submarine re=-
ported off BARBER'S POINT, OAHU. Another enemy submarine has been sighted
100 miles northeast of CANTON ISLAND. The extended distance of these two
submarines from their usual areas may indicate a change in the enemy's
policy of their employment,

CinCPOA 050249 (pink) informs CominCh that D-Day for GALVANIC
is set as 19 November, CominCh 051605 (pink) approves 19 November as
firm D-Day for GALVANIC. ComGenCentPac letter AG 093/4 of 4 October
directs the placing of the 27th Infantry Division under the operational
control of ComCenPacFor as of this dates The administration and supply
of the Division to remain with ComGenCentPac.

5 October (Dahu date) C)an//,

Operations by our surface and air forces against the enemy
evacuation barges from KOLOMBANGARA to CHOISEUL and from CHOISEUL to
BUIN Ares are continuing with several barges destroyed and others damaged.
Ground force actions on VELLA LAVELLA are meeting with success.

Nine enemy DDs were sighted 15 miles south of CAPE ST. GEORGE.
Despatches indicate that our DDs in the VELLA LAVELLA area were in action
of some kind. Three DDs were damaged and are retiring southward under
fighter cover. 5

At dawn todey aircraft from carriers of T.F. 14 attacked WAKE,
apparently achieving surprise., Cruisers of this force divided into North
and South groups carried out an effective bombardment without aireraft
opposition except for 2 Zekes. Casualties reported so far, one observation
plane and 1 officer on S.S. SKATE wounded by strafing. Further air attacks
and bombardments are scheduled for tomorrow,

Com 7th Fleet recommends to Cominch against reduction of submarines
on East Coast of Australia because of existing situetion in the South and SW
combat areas, and requests action to provide 30 operating submarines in West

* AUSTRALIA-NEI Areas be expedited.

CinCPac recommends against recruiting of Hawaiian Japanese for use in
other areas as the best qualified and most loyal are already employed and any
military information they have may be forcibly extracted in event of capture.

Admiral Halsey and staff will arrive BRISBANE 9 October for confer=
ences with General McArthur.

(Continued)
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5 October (Oahu date) ~ Continued = Qﬁmg&}?j@

| Pl ComSoPac informed all his principal subordinates that target date
' of 1 November for EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and D=5 day for TREASURY ISLAND
must be met because of importance to other operations in PACIFIC.

CominCh 042043 provides e method for segregating despatch traffic
for ready reference by use of serial numbers.

CominCh 042132 (pink) suggests consideration use of arresting and
catapulting units on shore during time air strips are under construction. é

6 October (Oahu date) (.AG'V\.’

Operations in the NEW GEORGIA area by our light surface and air forces
against enemy barges and cargo ships continue. In last nights action northeast
of VELLA LAVELLA the CHEVALIER, O'BANNON and SELFRIDGE engaged five enemy DDs
(one of which may have been a CL). The CHEVALIER was sunk. The SELFRIDGE was
badly damaged and the O'BANNON slightly damaged. It is reported that the enemy
lost 2 DD and 1 CL and that other enemy ships received damage. Other light
forces of both sides were in the general area but did not get close enough to
each other to engage. The surviving enemy withdrew. The O'BANNON picked up

Z  fourteen officers and about 85% of CHEVALIER crew.
L] v

O

.

::) In the Central Pacific, carrier aircraft from TF 14 struck WAKE today
for the second time but no details were received. Apparently. several of our
planes landed in the water about 60 miles NE of WAKE from which may be deduced
that either an air battle took place or bad weather forced the landings. At '
dawn today € Navy VB from MIDWAY bombed and photographed WAKE encountering light |
AA fire and no aircraft.

CinCPac 062251 informs CinCLent, CominCh that 6 DDs were lost by sinkings
or battle damage in last week, that shortage of DDs is acute and requests expedit-
— ing dispatch of PacFlt DDs covered by CinCLant 031950 and prior dispatches.

CinCPac 070239 to CominCh, MarCorps, discusses employment of Marine Divs.
| and replacement battalions for future operations in Central Pacific.

CinCPac 061801 directs ComCenPac submit plan to vigorously deny NAURU
| minimum requirement being strike about D minus two day with 1 CV and 1 CVL, 3 CA
| plus DDs. SARATOGA and MONTEREY will probably be available.

JCS 021832 (pink) states the overall strategy in the Pacific and discusses
the possibilities for CinCSowesPac advancing into the PHILIPPINES and parfecting@
plans to accomplish this as quickly as possible. Cjuhh
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7 October (Oahu date)

In the South Pacific our air strikes in the KAHILI-BUIN Ares were
intensified causing heavy damage to shore installations and aircraft on
the ground. Operations by our aireraft and PT boats against enemy evacu=-
ation barges continue. The sweeping of our mine fields invicinity KOLOM-
BANGARA and enemy mine fields in lower BLACKETT STRAIT will start about
12 October. O'BANNON and SELFRIDGE, which were damaged in night action
with enemy DDs,arrived alongside repair ship in PURVIS BAY.

No further information from CTF 14 except that his task force has
cleared the WAKE Area. HOE has been directed to join SKATE in search for
survivors of planes forced down off WAKE. Preliminary reports from photo=-
graphic and bombing mission from MIDWAY and other sources indicate nearly
all Jap planes on WAKE put out of action, total about 50, many enemy
killed and considerable damage to installations. Our losses have not as
yet been reported,

Com 3rd Fleet 072215 (pink) considers it desirable to have additional
light cruiser Division plus screen of 4 DD from 25 October to 12 November
or later, replacement 5 DDs damaged or sunk and 1 Division DDs to increase
coverage for longer lines of communication.

CinCLant 071720 (pink) in answer CinCPac 062251 (pink herein) states
that 3 DDs will be sent to PACIFIC prior 12 October and others as soon &s
available.

Planes conducting photo reconnaissance of MAKIN have been directed
to give light token bombing to induce natives to leave for LITTLE MAKIN.

There are no new enemy developments. Our attack on WAKE does not
seem to have caused & move of any major ships in the MANDATES. It is
increasingly evident that the enemy will not expose his fleet to battle, 2
but will seize every favorable opportunity for attritions. Ch01wv,

ComNorPac reports that our search planes sighted two enemy Bettys about
275 miles to the West and Southwest of ATTU indicating an increase in air
strength and intensification of air search from PARAMUSHIRU.

8 October (Oahu date)

There were no new developments in the Central Pacific resulting from our
strike on WAKE. TF 14 is returning to PEARL HARBOR.

In the SOUTH PACIFIC only minor air activity was reported with no contacts
between surface forces. An increasing number of enemy surface ships including
cargo ships have recently been sighted in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. In view of the
forthcoming operations on BOUGAINVILLE this activity should be regarded with
concern. w
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9 October (Oahu date) Déﬁ!:ﬂéSSiF[ED

Reports received from SOUTH PACIFIC state that Jup resistance on
VELLA LAVELLA has been eliminated and small boat patrols around entire
shore KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND drew no enemy fire. Apparently the enemy has com-
pleted evacuation of both islands. Further information received on the night
destroyer action of 6 October indicates that only one enemy DD was sunk by
torpedoes and that no CLs were present.

C.T.F. 14 reports that 320 tons of bombs were dropped on WAKE and that
operations were carried out according to plan except that one additional air
strike was made on second day. Our air losses were operational 14, combat 13 &
and 21 total flight crews missing, 3

10 October (0Oahu date)

The NORTH PACIFIC area has been quiet. Routine air searches are
carried out whenever weather permits.

Action in the SOUTH PACIFIC has been confined to air and small craft
surface patrols with a few minor air strikes on enemy positions. Two Jap
planes hit two AK's unloading at GUADALCANWAL with torpedoes, damaging both.

CinCPac 110141 informs ComGen Samoa that no APA are available at present
for training 22nd Marines but will be made available prior to employment,

There ere no indications that changes in the disposition of major Jap @
fleet units have been made. —_—

Owie

P
11 October (Oahu date)
The PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS, in general, were quiet.

One heavy air strike was made on KAHILI Airfield and adjacent gun
positions. Extensive damage was inflicted and many intercepting planes
destroyed. Our plane losses were light.

CinCPac 120450 deals with the requirements and availability of Army
defense battalions.

ComSoPac 120452 (pink) outlines tentative future plans of CinCSoWesPac e
for BISMARCK-ADMIRALTY assault. (ixum&”

e
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12 October 1943 (Oahu date)

In the SOUTH PACIFIC, another heavy air strike was made on the
airfields in the KAHILI-BUIN Area starting the neutralization of this
area preparatory to the advance intc BOUGAINVILLE. CinCSoWesPec is to
start a similar campaign against RABAUL.

Com 3rd Fleet 130416 (pink) purposes to lay defensive mine fields
northwest of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and to the northeast of CAPE FRIENDSHIP
prior to next operation in BOUGAINVILLE,

In ComNorPac 120012, Vice Admiral F.J. Fletcher relieved Vice

Admiral T.C. Kinkaid as Commender North Pacific Force and assumed command &
of North Pacific Area on 11 October in accordance CinCPac 091911 .

13 October 1943 (0Oshu date) CAU}L"

For the first time since our capture of ATTU enemy bombing planes, 8 to
10 Bettys, carried out a bombing attack in the ALEUTIANS. The attack was de-
livered on MASSACRE BAY, ATTU from a high altitude but no damage was done. Our
fighter attempt at interception was not successful.

Two enemy light cruisers, the TAMA and the KISO, which have been based
in the North KURILES are enroute to RABAUL.

In the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC a very heavy strike was carried out against
RABAUL which succeeded in destroying an estimated 100 planes, damaging 50 others
on the ground and shooting down 26 fighters out of 40 in the air. Claims were
also made for sinking or destroying 3 DDs, 3 AKs, 43 small ships, plus other
harbor craft.

ComSubsPac 140030 (pink) is a recommendation on Com 7th Fleet 060937 in

&
regard to redistribution of submarines in SOWES PACIFIC area. E

14 October 1943 (Oahu date)

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Air strikes in the SOWES
PACIFIC were executed against the CAPE GLOUCESTER area with good results.

Air reconnaissance of MAKIN and APAMAMA were complested and results from
MAKIN should be received in a few days. No enemy activity or shore construction
was noted on APAMAMA.

CinCPac 150359 directs that on or about 5 November ComGen SAMOA report

to ComAirCenPacFor (R.Adm. Hoover) for operational control Marine and Navy shore
based aircraft and other facilities in SAMOA-ELLICE area in support of GALVANIC.
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15 October (Oahu Date)

Operations in the Pacific Ares under CinCPOA were restricted to air
strikes on the BUIN=-KAHILI and BUKA airfields. Good results were obtained.

As all land resistance in the NEW GEORGIA Area had ceased, ComSoPac
formally terminated the assault phase of that campaign. Information received
from POW indicates that KOLOMBANGARA garrison consisted of about 10,000 troops.
About 3,000 of these reached CHOISEUL for further evacuation to BUIN Area
and the remainder were evacuated by DD to RABAUL. VELLA LAVELLA was evacuated
night of 6 - 7 October by DDs receiving troops from small boats. He further
stated the enemy will not evacuate SOLOMONS west of line 156-20 east.

There are no indications that the disposition of major enemy fleet 2
units have been changed. ChAA

16 October (0Oshu Date)

Action in the South Pacific wes limited to air strikes on enemy
airfields and barges.

In the Central Pacific a single unidentified float plane appeared
off OAHU shortly before midnight from the southwest. It was illuminated
by searchlights and made off in a southwesterly direction. It is possible
that this was a plane from an enemy submarine.

The Planning Groups having completed the detail plan for FLINTLOCK,
outline plan for CATCHPOLE and preliminary study for capture of Northern
KURILES are currently working on a detail plan for CATCHPOLE and preliminary
study for an operation to by-pass TRUK and perhaps PONAPE and capture SAIPAN=- L
TINIAN or the BONINS. Guﬁ\

17 October (Oahu Date)

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Air strikes were made
on enemy air facilities on BOUGAINVILLE and small craft in adjacent waters,

Com 3rd Fleet 180257 directs ComGen Samoa to report for duty to
ComAirCenPacFor (R. Adm. Hoover) when that officer arrives in ELLICE Area
about 5 November in compliance with CinCPac 150359,

Cominch 161830 quotes War Department dirsctive that effective
1 November 1943 the Alaska Defense Command is designated a separate theater
of operations and renamed the Alaskan Department under direct control of the
War Department, T
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18 October (Oahu Date)

Air activities in the SOUTH PACIFIC continued with resulting damage to
enemy ground facilities and many planes shot down. Our eir losses were slight.

ComGenCentPac in conference called attention to the very profitable target
presented BX PEARL HARBOR at this time with its heavy concentration of combatant
ships and that the enemy will make every effort to interfere with the initiation
of our forward movement in the CENTRAL PACIFIC resorting to suicidal type of air
raids if necessary. He further stated that it is essential that everyone be
particularly alert at this time and until the forces for GALVANIC depart. o

19 October (0Oahu Date)

Air strikes on airfields and facilities on BOUGAINVILLE and NEW BRITAIN
and various barges and small craft in vicinity continue.

ComAirPac raised the question as to adequacy of aviation gasoline that
will be available in the GILBERTS for projected operations. As a result of
conference, it was determined that enough gasoline would be there for opera-
tions now planned, but that it would be desirable to increase the scale of
operations if more gas could be brought in to support the increase.

CominCh 191811 states MarCorps made available for transfer overseas
various specialized units,

20 October (Oahu Date)

In the SOUTH PACIFIC, eir strikes against the enemy air facilities in
Southern BOUGAINVILLE continue at an accelerated rate. Many enemy troops ere
seen on the southwest coast of CHOISEUL ISLAND, probably ewaiting evacuation.

Work on clearing FUAGEA CHANNEL, FUNAFUTI has been completed. Report
states 800" ship can negotiate channel with safety.

CinCPac 210259 assigns 2nd and 8th Defense Battalions reinforced to
5thPhibCorps.

In reply to CinCPac query, ComSoPac stated that he is unable to provide
Army troops relief of Marine defense battalions in the ELLICE ISLANDS. General
Richardson states that he cannot provide this relief unless suthorized to do so
by the War Department,--thus raising the question of CinCPac authority to move

Army troops within the Pacific Ocean Areas. &
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was damaged.
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21 October (Oshu date)

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. In the SHORTLANDS
Aree, our aircraft and PT boats were active on searches and minor strikes.

There are indications that the enemy is carrying out extensive
air and surface operations which are generally believed to be extensive
searches extending from the KURILES to the SOLOMONS. Enemy submarines
are extending their operations with one located southwest of HAWAII, and
four sighted near NOUMEA. While it is generally accepted that the current
enemy operations are limited to more extensive and intense searches, the
fact remains that these activities may result in raids in areas offering
sufficiently profitable targets to justify a hazardous attack.

22 October (Oahu date) P

In the South Pacifie, our air forces continued their operations
against enemy air, land installations and shipping. In one eir attack by
RAAF planes on two light cruisers probably the KISO and TAMA, one cruiszer

There was further evidence that air searches and submarine patrols
were on a wider scale than heretofore.

23 October (Osghu date) CR‘“’ p

—

e

The air strikes against aircraft and air ground facilities on
BOUGAINVILLE were intensified yesterday. The neutralization of the BUIN=-
SHORTLAND area preparatory to the advance into TREASURY ISLAND and EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY is apparently progressing favorably.

Com 3rd Fleet 240115 Op. Plan 16A-43 sets up a covering force of
the CLEVELAND, DENVER and 7 DD, T.G. 39.3, for the forces advencing on TREASURY
ISLAND in accordance with his Op. Plan 16-43.

ComGenCentPac 210601 relays policy of Combined Chiefs of Staff in
regard to handling propagands.

ComGenCentPac has raised various points regarding commend for GALVANIC.
The whole command question in the Pacific Ocesn Area is now under study. &/

G
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24 October (Oshu date)

Our air offensive in the Southern BOUGAINVILLE area is continuing.
Heavy air strikes were also made on RABAUL.

Com 3rd Fleet 240601 is Op. Plen 16B-43 which directs T.F. 39, CruDiv
12 and DesRon 23, bombard BUKA airfield 0000 L November 1 to render it temporar-
ily ineffective during initial landing at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. On return trip
in passing SHORTLAND area they are to bombard FAISI, BALLALE and other facilities
in vicinity.

CinCPac Op.Plan 13-43 was modified so as to make it perfectly clear to
the Army, The modification mekes no chenge in any fundementals of the plan.
General Richardson, in a series of letters to CinCPac, has shown considerable
concern over the command set-up for GALVANIC. There is no disagreement over
fundamentals.

CominCh 221319 (pink) requests broad recommendations concerning sequence,
timing and nature of Pacific Operations for 1944,

ComSoPac 250815 (pink) states ComSoWesPac is submitting Reno 3 Plan O
to JCS which covers employment of SoPac forces during 1944. (:KM‘\J

i
25 October (Oahu date)

In the SOLOMONS, heavy air strikes against KAHILI and surrounding
airfields were continued. Heavy damege was inflicted. Reports received
from yesterday's raid on RABAUL indicated that considerable damage was
caused with many plenes destroyed.

CeT.F. 31 directed 3 IM's to proceed to scutheastern BOUGAINVILLE
to lay minefield in BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT, November 2nd, east longitude date,

Com 3rd Fleet Op. Plan 16C-43 directs CTF 38 with 2 carriers to
strike BUKA airfields early morning of D-day and subsequently. ComAirSoPac
planes will strike BUKﬁ on D-3 or 2 day. CTF 39 will bombard BUKA OOOOL
November 1lst.

CTF 31 reports all echelons for TREASURY ISLAND underway on schedule.

CinCPac 252100 directs ComGenCentPac to use serial 00198, which out-
lines forces required for Central Pacific Campaign, as a basis for procure-
ment of Army personnel and material.

CinCPac 260519 (pink) to CominCh gives broad outline of Central
Pacific Operations during 1944. E

—

i
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26 October (Oahu date)

In the northern SOLOMONS, further air strikes were carried out against
air installations in the BUIN Area.

Troop landings on TREASURY ISLAND were completed on schedule. Mortar
fire, which was encountered on beach, resulted in a few casualties.

Troops were also landed from 4 APD's on northwest CHOISEUL ISLAND,
preparatory to establishing a PT boat base. A considerable number of Jap
troops are still reported in CHOISEUL BAY.

ComSoPac 270212 proposes to lay aerial mines in eastern entrance
BUKA STRAIT and western channel to RAMUN BAY (west side BUKA STRAIT).

As a result of anticipated raids or action against enemy Central
Pacific islands, the main forces of Japanese Fleet left TRUK about 16 October
for area northeast of there. This may be interpreted to mean that the Japa=
nese may be expected (a) to station their surface forces now at TRUK in po-
sitions to counter our moves into the GILBERTS or MARSHALLS, (b) to sortie
from TRUK on suspicion of any air raid proceeding toward that base. The sur-
face forces returned to TRUK on 26 Octobers (Swlt“ ’4?(

27 October (Oshu date)

In the South Pacific, the occupation of TREASURY ISLAND is progressing
favorably. An excellent PT boat base there will accommodate 20 boats. Enemy
ground forces are retiring to the NE. No report was received from landing force
on CHOISEUL. Air attacks on air facilities in BUIN area continue.

CaminCh 261627 (pink) requests recommendations for greater use of sub-
marines against enemy combatant ships.

ComSoPac 280643 (pink) requests consideration of moving TF 37 to posi-
tion to assist in interception any enemy force moving south and at same time
be in position to carry out ComCenPac plans.

CominCh 262039 (pink) requests recommendation for employment Com9thPhib-

For and staff with CenPacFor and sets target date for operations against PARA=- /
MUSHIRO as Spring of 1945. QI p//
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28 October (Oahu date)

The occupation of TREASURY ISLAND and establishment of a PT base in
&W part CHOISEUL ISLAND are proceeding satisfactorily.

The air strikes on airfields in the BUIN Area and BUKA field have
been intensified and major destruction accomplished, All airfields in
Southern BOUGAINVILLE were unserviceable on 26 Octobere.

ComSoPac 290101 has directed laying of aerial mines in eastern en=-
trance BUKA STRAIT,

ComSoPac 290302 (pink) is Opes Plan 18 D-43 and gives dates of moving
of echelons into EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY ISLAND.

CinCPac 290450 gives intention to return BatDivs 6, 8, 9 and one car=-
rier group to SoPac after GALVANIC.

CinCPac 290321 (pink) to ComSoPac is reply to request for stationing
of new battleships as covering force for BOUGAINVILLE Operation.

Enemy reactions to our move into TREASURY and CHOISEUL ISLAND have
been minor in character. They apparently are preoccupied with the defansiﬂﬂ
of BISMARCK ARCHIPELEGO, and NEW GUINEAWAA/ MRR sHALL Tis. f

The operations on TREASURY ISLAND and at VOZA on CHOISEUL are still
well in hand. The various Task Forces for the seizure of EMPRESS AUGUSTA
BAY and air strikes and bombardment of BUKA are underway on their missions.

29 October (Oahu date)

Cominch and CNO 221825 and 291645 (pink) gives the decisions of JCS
in regard to (a) changes in "Category of Defense" for ALASKA, ALEUTIANS and
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, (b) garrison force requirements in ALASKA and HAWAIIAN
ISLANDS (c) target date for PARAMUSHIRU, (d) construction of bases and 3 air-
fields in ALEUTIANS for B-29 bombers.

Wirtf RAVB/oABL ¢ PLANVES /

ComSoPac 300450 directs ComfirSoPac to strike NAHEHE{N& 20 November [“L
(East Longitude date) in support of GALVANIC. c

30 October (Oahu dete) =t

Operations on TREASURY ISLAND and CHOISEUL ISLAND, at VOZA and SANGIGAT ,
are proceeding favorably. Air strikes on enemy air facilities on BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND continue daily with heavy demage inflicted.

The very light enemy air opposition encountered confirms the destruction
of many enemy aircraft in the RABAUL~BOUGAINVILLE Ares and indicates either the
inability to meke up losses or the reluctance to transfer aircraft from other
areas such as the MARSHALLS.

Our transport group, 1lst Echelon of the Landing Force, was sighted by
enemy aircraft late this afternoon SW of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND and tracked con-
tinuously. No report has been received to date from any of our task forcesﬂﬂ

engaged in this operation.
Cim_ 1678
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31 October (Oahu date) >

In the South Pacific, the initial landing at TOROKINA, northern part
of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was successfully carried out without opposition
from enemy air or surfaece ships.

The BUKA and BONIS airfields were bombarded by T.F. 39 (4 CLS and
4 DDs) at midnight and T. F. 38 carried out air strikes on same fields
at dawn. Large fires were started. T. F. 39 also bombarded the SHORTLAND
area early this morning. Enemy surface units about 4 CL and 8 DD were
sighted in ST. GEORGE CHANNEL south of CAPE ORFORD.

The planning groups currently are preparing studies and outline
plans for carrier raids on the MARSHALL ISLANDS and NAURU immediately :
after completion of GALVANIC and on TRUK sometime between GALVANIC and fH

FLINTLOCK. | (5”0&

1 November (Oahu date)

Operations in south BOUGAINVILLE and air strikes on BUKA were proceed-
ing as planned with nc interference with our landing at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY.
An attempted enemy raid by surface forces on transports in the Bay was inter-
cepted by TF 39 and driven off. Results of the battle have not been reported
except that DD FOOTE was hit by a torpedo and is being towed to TULAGI. Later
70 enemy planes attacked TF 39 and caused minor demage.

CominCh 311400 (pink) directs passing CCS 329/2 to ComGenCentPac and
planning, training for Central Pacific Campaign, requesting personnel and
material in advance of specific JCS directives.

ComSoPac 010057 (pink) gives latest trends in shaping of RENO 3 plans
which involves MANUS ISLAND, KAVIENG. ﬂﬁ

(i

Operations on TREASURY ISLAND and at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGATINVILLE IS.
are proceeding satisfactorily. The Marine para-troop battalion has been with-
drawn from CHOISEUL.

2 November (0Oahu date)

Information received from CTF 39 states that as a result of the surface
battle a preliminary estimate indicates that the enemy had 1 cruiser and 4
destroyers sunk; 2 cruisers and 2 destroyers damaged. Our damage was DD FOOTE
torpedoed but towed clear and DENVER received 4 eight-inch hits, none serious.
A heavy air strike on RABAUL following the surface battle reported sinking
2 DDs, 1 DL, 6 Marus, 2 AK and several small craft, and demaging 2 CAs, one
seriously, 2 DDs, 7 merchant ships and 2 tankers.

(PinK)

ComSoPac 030100,is a request for reinforcement of SOPAC forces with fast
BBs and DDs as additional cover for operations on BOUGAINVILLE. This request
resulted from the information that a force of cruisers and destroyers left
TRUK headed south. 16

Cron

A

",

9




o

&

=

3 November (Oahu date)

The operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area and on TREASURY
ISIAND are proceeding favorably.

CinCPac 030915 (pink) assigns CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 temporarily
to SoPac for use in current BOUGAINVILLE operations and to essist in repel-
ling 5-8 enemy cruisers and destroyers reported southwest of KAVIENG.

ComSoPac 040446 (pink) is a reply to above dispatch, giving
reasons for requesting fast BBs. -

NASHVILLE replaced the damaged DENVER in TF 39. Com 7th Fleet
made the following ships, at MILNE BAY, available to ComSoPac: (CAs) AUSTRALIA,
SHROPSHIRE; (DDs) ARUNTA, WARRAMUNGA, HELM, RALPH TALBOT.

Chief of Staff, Army 022303 clarifies directive to ComGenCentPac
relative to ground forces in Central Pacific Area.

The departure of most of the cruisers and destroyers from TRUK
for the KAVIENG-RABAUL area leaves only the carriers and battleships at
that base. The enemy cruiser and destroyer force near RABAUL is apparently
for the purpose of taking adventage of any opportunity to interfere with
the operation of our trensports in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area. Due to
our air coverage of RABAUL the force probably will not base there but may
operate out of KAVIENG. The use of our fast BBs in the waters off EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY within range of enemy shore based air and probable concentration
of enemy submarines without adequate targets is not considered justifiable.
CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 have been sent to assist the South Pacific Forces.H{-

Chm_-

4 November (Oahu date)

Operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area are proceeding favorably
with the 2nd Echelon due tomorrow morning. Mopping up continues on TREASURY
ISLAND.

Planes from TF 38 (SARATOGA-PRINCETON) with R. Adm. Sherman in com-
mand struck RABAUL apparently shortly after the arrival of the cruiser-destroyer
force from TRUK. The force of 23 torpedo planes, 22 dive bombers, and 52
fighters reported the following damage: 5 out of 6 CAs hit by torpedoes and
bombs, the 6th CA was torpedoed; 1 of 2 CLs was hit by torpedoes and bombs, the
other by bombs; 2 DDs of 15 to 20 present were torpedoed; about 24 planes shot
down plus 5 probables and several damaged. Our losses were 5 fighters, 2 tor-
pedo plenes missing, 1 dive bomber shot down and 32 planes with minor damage.

The 2 CAs and several CLs and DDs reported north of KAVIENG retiring
northward perhaps were the ships damaged by SoWesPac air force in RABATL.

CinCPac 030915 (pink) is further directive for temporary assigrment
of CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 to SoPac and present intention of detathing them
about 12 November for GALVANIC.

CominCh 042125 (pink) ampproves deferment FLINTLOCK target date to a
date as early as possible after 1 January, and not later than 31 January 19445K
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5 November (Oshu date)

The second echelon for EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and 3rd echelon for
TREASURY ISLAND arrived on schedule. Operations are proceeding satisfac-
torily.

There has been no further information on T.F. 38 air strike on
combatant shipping in RABAUL. Two CL's and 5 DD's were sighted northwest
of TOROKINA and one-half of T.F. 39 was proceeding to intercept. The other
two CL's and DD's after fueling in HATHORN SOUND, soathnrn end XKULA CULF,
were proceeding to join.

CinCPac 052111 (pink) assigns T.F. 50.3, R. Adm. lontgomery with
ESSEX, BUNKER HILL, INDEPENDENCE, and 3 DD, temporarily to SoPac for imme-
diate strikes against damaged enemy shipping in RABAUL. Present intentions
are to withdraw these units for GALVANIC.

ComSoPac 060619 (pink) is a request for one end preferably two
carrier divisions to augment SoPac forces in support of operations on BOU-
GAINVILLE and retention of CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 until consolidation

- AUGUSTA BAY completed about end November.

Information indicates that the following enemy combatant wnits
are in the BISMARCK-SOLOMONS mee at present: 6 CA (demaged), 3 CL, 18-20 ,ﬁ/
DD. The plenes from the two large carriers are believed shore-based in A

this area,
Crun

6 November (0Oahu date)

Operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area and on TREASURY ISLAND
are proceeding satisfactorily. Echelons are proceeding and unloading both
places as per schedule and without interference,

Further information on TF 38 air strike on shipping in RABAUL ob-
tained during the attack indicates that the previously reported extensive
damage to the cruisers and destroyers may be correct. Photographs taken
during the attack show the following combatant ships present: 8 CAs, 2 MOGAMI,
2 NACHI, 3 ATAGO, 1 TONE Classes; 3 CLs, 1 each SENDAI, YUBRARI, NATORI; and
14 DDs,

CinCPac 060320 (pink) delays Dog Day for GALVANIC one day to 20
November W. Long.

ComSoWesPac 070213 (pink) sets tentatively Dog Day for DEXTERITY
as 5 December.

C of 8§ to ComGenCentPac (070220) gives War Dept. policies and in- ;f
structions in regard to training, supply and movements of troops in Central /w'

Pacific Area.
DN
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7 November (Oahu date)

The seizure and occupation of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY ISLAND
are proceeding in accordance with plan. Enemy air attacks damaged two of
our transports unloading at EMPRESS AUGNSTA BAY with 1 bomb eech. The 3rd
Echelon at AUGUSTA BAY and 4th Echelon at TREASURY ISLAND are due 11 November
(E. Long. date).

Reports as to the demage inflicted on enemy combatant ships at RABAUL
by carrier planes are still lacking. From intelligence information it appears
that the damage may not be as extensive as first reported. The same informa-
tion states that 3 CAs and 15 DD remain in RABAUL and that all other cruisers
and destroyers retired to TRUK,. 6Mnk' '

Operations et EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY are progressing favorably. Enemy
air attacks which damaged two transports also damaged the BIRMINGHAM (CL).
The most serious part of the damage is to one turret and to hull plating which
requires docking to repair.

8 November (Oahu date)

The two carrier task groups 38 and 50.3 are proceeding to stations
from which to launch air attacks on RABAUL morning of 11 November (E. long.date).

The most recent photo reconnaissance of RABAUL indicates a reduction
in shipping there with about 3 cruisers, 7 destroyers and 1 battleship present.
The presence of the latter ship is not considered probable.

CominCh 081626 (pink) comments on delay in GALVANIC and use of sub-
marines on TRUK-RABAUL route.

CinCPac 090240 (pink) set the target date for FLINTLOCK as 17 Jen.
1944, BEast Long. date.

During a conference with those concerned this afternoon, it was decided
to withdraw CentPac forces which had been sent to Admiral Halsey to bolster
up his BOUGAINVILLE operation, and to order Sherman's task force to strike
NAURU as originally planned. There does not seem to be any necessity for
support from CentPac after the CV strike on RABAUL now scheduled for the [§th
(local date).

The Plans Division of CinCPOA Staff is considering a plan to defeat

JAPAN twelve months after GERMANY falls. The assumption is that GERMANY will ®
fall in October 1944. Q}JVV
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9 November (Oahu date)

Our positions on EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY ISLAND are being
improved and conditions are satisfactory. Work has started on airfields at
TOROKINA POINT which will take about 30 days to complete.

Our aircraft continue their attacks on enemy aircraft and airfields
in BOUGAINVILLE area with good results. Airfields are kept out of commission.
Some bombing of our positions in this area was minor in character and resulted
in little damage.

Latest reports confirm the fact that most of the enemy cruisers and
destroyers have been withdrawn from the RABAUL ares as only two cruisers, 9 DD,
plus some auxiliaries and merchent ships were reported there.

Reply to CominCh 262039 Oct. in regard to employment Com9thPhibFor and
Staff was made by serial 001430 of Nov. 2 which recommended in effect that the
Headquarters 9thPhibFor be sent to SAN DIEGO to complete Group 3, 5thPhibFor
and remainder to PhibTrainPac to be organized as nucleus for future expansion
into Force or Group Headquarters. CominCh 092220 dissolved 9thPhibFor and
action recommended above was approved and will be carried out.

CinCPac 092115 to ComSoPac directs that Montgomery's carrier force
report V.Adm Spruance in time to carry out GALVANIC and Shermen's force
carry out plenned strike on NAURU. R.Adm DuBose's cruiser and destroyer é.
force was also ordered to join ComCenPacFor for GALVANIC. e

—

10 November (Oshu date)

The consclidation of our positions in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and on
TREASURY ISLAND is progressing with but minor enemy interference at the former
place.

The carrier air strikes made by two groups of carriers on shipping in
RABAUL were handicapped by a low cloud cover over that port.

Five DDs were dive bombed and attacked with torpedoes off the entrance
to the port with some hits and near misses reported. Carriers in R. Adm. Mont-
gomery's force apperently received minor demage, although the ESSEX reported
four air attacks delivered at her. Many enemy planes were reported shot down.
Full report of Montgomery's strike is not in. He may have been able to strike
RABAUL.

CominCh 101609 (pink) calls attention to seriousness of shipping situ-

ation in POA suggesting meking South and Centrel Pecifiic a single area for
transportation of personnel with CinCPOA as coordinating agency of priorities.

Goun,
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11 November (Oahu date)

The consolidation of positions on EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY
ISLAND continue as plenned. With the completion of unloading of the 3rd
Echelon at TOROKINA and 4th Echelon at TREASURY there have been landed 26,700
personnel and 19,000 tons of cargo at the former and 7,700 personnel and 5,800
tons of cargo at the latter place.

NANOMEA reported being under atbtack yesterday by 12 bombers. Forty
to sixty bombs were dropped causing minor casualties and damage.

As a result of enemy air attacks on our carrier groups attacking
RABAUL it was reported that about 100 enemy planes were shot down by our
carrier aircraft.

The results of R.Adm. Montgomery's carrier air strike on shipping
in RABAUL are as given in CTG 50.3 dispatch 120321. ! Y

12 November (Oahu date) ,f///’

The consolidation at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY continues with no interference
subsequent to the landing. The 4th Echelon arrived there on schedule.

As a result of enemy torpedo plene attack, 0500 local time, southwest
of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY on T.F, 39 the DENVER was hit aft. With three shafts
out of commission the DENVER was proceeding under tow of tug and on one shaft
at 7 knots. The DENVER is thus under serious danger of enemy air attack.

The BES#ESE movement of Marine defense battalions in the SAMOAN-ELLICE
area was discussed with Lt.Gen. Vandegrift, U.S.M.C.

During the morning Admiral Nimitz discussed the POA troop lift problem.
Various views and difficulties were presented by those concerned. Admiral

Newton will present a proposal on the problem at a conference tomorrow. é;
13 November (Oahu date) VAN

The enemy's attempts at interference with our occupation of EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY area and TREASURY ISLAND both by air and surface ships have decreased
materially since the successful carrier air strikes on RABAUL on the 10th W. Long.
date.

Task Force 74, consisting of the AUSTRALTA, SHROPSHIRE and 4 DD, have
been directed to return to command of SoWesPac, but with the stipulation that
it be available for call when needed.

6 Bombers attacked FUNAFUTI during the night of 12 Nov. W. Long. date
with no casuslties, some material damege and 3 aircraft destroyed.

CominCh 132035 (pink) quotes WarDept. directive to ComGen Alaska Sector
to actively participate in the planning for operation against PARAMUSHIRU with
ComNorPacFor on basis of mutual cooperation.

=Continued-
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—SECRET—
13 November (Oahu date) -~Continued-

V.Adm Newton presented a solution of the priorities problem for study
by the Staff. This problem will be discussed further before being sent along
to Washington.

CGV“’“E( ggring the day Lt.Gen. Vandegrift conferred with wvarious Marine Corps A
L “on Marine problems in the Central Pacific.

In the South Pacific, the occupation of TREASURY IS, has been completed
and organized land resistance has ended.

The reinforcement and supply of our troops in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY contin-
ues in accordance with schedule. Sporadic skirmishes in some sectors of our
perimeter have taken place. Our air patrols and PT boat operastions in the South
BOUCAINVILLE area are concentrating on enemy barges and small craft with excellent
results.

14 November (Oahu date)

There are no indications of changes in the location of the major enemy
combetant units in the TRUK-MARSHALL-RABAUL areas.

The DENVER arrived in PURVIS BAY 0900 15th Nov. (E.lLong.date).

ComWesSeaFron in his serial 01866 of 3 Nov. has reduced the Category of
Defense of the Western Sea Frontier from "B" to "A".

CinCPac 132235 (pink) states concurrence with CominCh 101609 in regard
to CinCPac & POA acting as coordinating agency for combined priority list for
Central and South Pacific Areas.

Admiral Nimitz and his Staff concerned, today discussed Marine Corps
matters with General Vendegrift. It was decided that the present directive
from CominCh to move Marine defense battalions forward is unduly restrictive
and that a proposal to give CinCPac more latitude be submitted. It was further
decided that General Vendegrift prepare a dispatch to the Marine Corps request-
ing that no action be taken on MarCorps serial 003B26343 dated 235 Sept. 1943,
until ‘General Vandegrift gets to Washington.

General Vendegrift stated that it was his understanding that the XAVIENG
operation is now scheduled for 1 March 1944. While we do not have RENO 3 (Gen.
MacArthur's Plans for 1944 operstions) it has been our understanding that the
KAVIENG Operation would commence on 1 May 1944, As it is expected that the
Central Pacific Force will be required to cover the seizure of KAVIENG and as
the CATCHPOLE Operation will be scheduled for about that time, it would appear
that the best coverage would be the largest possible carrier strike on TRUK g4

at that time. Cuqu‘
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—SECRET—
15 November (Oahu date)

The consolidation of our position at TORCKINA and movement
of reinforeing echelons to that area and to TREASURY ISLAND continue
satisfactorily.

The first air strikes by land-based B-2l4s preparatory to
GALVANIC was made late afternoon of 1l November (E. }.ong Date) on
TARAWA and MILLE with 9 bombers at each objective. e damage an
casualties caused were apparently not extensives #nother attack by
18 B-24s on TARAWA was made late 15 November (W.. Long.) with unannounced
resul te,

Intelligence reports indicate rather extensive movement of (7
alreraft in the MARSHALL.GILBERT ISLANDS, &yn,

16 November (Oahu Date)

The reenforcement of our troops and position at TURUKLNA
continues, During the approach of the 5th Echelon at TORUALNA the
McK£AN APD with Marines on board was torpedoed by aireraft and senke
About 125 men were lost, The 6 DDs escorting the 5th Echelon proceeded
to BUKA gnd bambarded air facilities and enemy positions, Air strikes
on BOUGAINVILLE airfields continue to keep them unuseable.

In the North Pacific T.F. 94 composed of 3 CLs and 4 DDs
will meke a sweep towards the KOMANDOISKI ISLANDS and along the KAMCHATKA
coast for the purpose of destroying Japanese patrol craft disguised as
Russian fishing boats,

Air strikes were carried out by B-24s from CANTON and ELLICE
bases on JALUIT, MILLE and MAKIN, Considerable damage was done at JALUIT
where light AA fire was encountered., Antiaircraft fire at MILLE was intense
while at MAKIN it was light. No enemy interceptors were encountered and no
demege was suffered by our aircraft,.

AMr reconnaissance photographs have been obtained of MILLE, &

KUSAIE and MALOELAP,
Cun—

-
—

——
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17 November (Oahu date)

In the South Pacific, air strikes on enemy eir installations on
BOUGAINVILLE and bombing and strafing of enemy troops and positions in vicinity
of TOROKINA continue daily. Jap air bombings of our positions st TORCKINA are
infrequent and have caused little damage.

Aerisl mines have besn layed in BUKA PASSAGE and will be layed in re-
maining open channel to western side SHORTLAND Ares in addition to minefield
west of TORCKINA and northeastern passsge BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT.

Air strikes by ELLICE ISLAND bombers on objectives in the GILBERTS
and MARSHALLS continue as scheduled. Enemy bombers attacked FUNAFUTI early
morning of the 17th of Novembar inflicting minor damage.

Com 7th Fleet 180641 (pirk) states Dog Day for landing on GASMATA is
2 December, and for CAPE GLOUCESTER will be between 22 and 30 December.

Intelligence reports received to date indicete that no major task forces
procesding for GALVANIC have hesen sighted or reported. 4

18 November (Oshu date)

The consolidation of our position at TOROKINA continuess There were
no outstanding incidents reported during the day.

One of our task groups proceeding towards GILBERT ISLANDS was sighted
and reported yesterday. Our carrier group was sighted and reportsd approaching
WAURU, but delivered air attack as scheduled. Results were not reported.
Another carrier group struck at TARAWA on D-2 day as scheduled. XNo report of
results was received. Further carrier air strikes on GALVANIC Objectives are
scheduled for tomorrow, D-1 day.

CominCh 181637 (pink) to CinCPac discusses assienments of destroyers

and patrol craft to Pacific Fleet. &m/

19 November (Oahu date) it~

Operations in the South Pacific continued without any major incidents.
Carriers and land based air strikes were carried out in the GILBERTS and MARSHALLS
in accordance with schedule for D-1 day, GALVANIC Plan,

From intelligence information received, there appears to be no indication
that the enemy is aware of a major amphibious operation approaching its objectives
in the GILBERTS.

CinCPac 201115 directs that elements of 27th Division not employed in
GALVANIC revert to command of ComGenCentPac until further orders.

MarCorps 181938 ref. CinCPOA 180025 effective 20 November, the lst Armored
Amphibious Battalion is attached to 4th Marine Division to permit early training.

(3.

CinCPac 200312 (pink) to ComSoPac gives intention of assigning 51st Marine
Defense Battalion to ComSoPac in February 1944 and withdrawel of all present
Marines ELLICE ISLANDS for CentPac operations in late February 1944 with ComSoPac
providing replacement battalions. Q
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20 November (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, the GALVANIC Operation involving assault of
TARAWA and MAKéanrs carried out on schedule. The H-hour at each objective
was set at 083 Aa%d the first wave at MAKIN landed on time, at TARAWA sbout
45 minutes late. Operations on MAKIN progressed favorably, and last reports
indicate that the success of the operation is assured.

At TARAWA, due to difficulties in negotiating the reef on the lagoon
side of BITITU ISLAND, the objective, small beach heads were secured against
strong opposition. The use of a combat team from the reserves was necessary.
The progress made during the first day was small, but as about 5000 troops
have been landed the capture is believed sure. The DD RINGGOLD furnishing
fire support from lagoon at TARAWA was damaged by two shells, one below the
waterline, and speed was reduced to 25 knots.

As a result of a torpedo plane attack by 15 Betty's on the Southern
Carrier Group southwest of TARAWA, the INDEPENDENCE was struck by one tor-
pedo which damaged and flooded a fireroom reducing speed to 15 knots. She
is proceeding to FUNAFUTI. An explosion in No. 2 turret of MISSISSIPPI
killed 1 officer and 9 men wounding others.

CominCh 191942 (pink) discusses shipping priorities for December. CL/

21 November (Oahu date) ChJ?\,/

Operations in South BOUGAINVILLE are progressing favorably with heavy air
strikes keeping enemy airfields unusable most of the time. The T7th Echelon to
TOROKINA is due tomorrow.

Strong enemy resistance continues on TARAWA but a brief dispatch indicates
that a turn for the better had occurred towards noon today.

Conditions on MAXIN appear to be well in hand and most of the island is in
our possession.

Marines were landed on AFAMAMA dewn of the 21st and NAUTILUS reports situa-
tion there satisfactory.

CinCPac 220233 (pink) informs CominCh of practice of passing important opera-
tional dispatches and summaries to him and that Q€minCh pass to General larshall
messages which relate to Army operations. RPEBER

CinCPac 212225 informs ComCenPacFor of estimated reaction of enemy to GALVANIC
in sending submarines to area and making air attacks on ships from MARSHALLS and
NAURU and that planned area of operations of carrier groups were too restrictive.

ComCenPacFor 220630 is a message of instructions to Task Force Commanders to
carry out above dispatch. C;a ~

o
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rSECREE—
22 November (Oahu date)

In the GILBERTS, CTF 52 (RAdm Turner) reported the capture of MAKIN on D+2
dey. ComGen 27th Div assumed command ashore.

At TARAWA CTF 53 (RAdm Hill) reported that the greater portion of that
island was in our hands with isolated pockets of resistance remaining behind
our lines. The capture of the eastern tip of the island is progressing slowly.
Information received from natives and P.o.W. indicate that there were 4500 Japs
on TARAWA on D-day. Our estimate was 2600. Better reconnaissance esnd photo
interpretation indicated.

On APAMAMA the company of Marines landed by the NAUTILUS have the enemy
force of 25 men isolated and have captured the Jap landing boats.

In the vicinity of TARAWA one (and possibly two) enemy submarine was
destroyed by DD.

Intelligence reports indicate that the enemy is assembling aircraft in
the MARSHALLS for attacks on our forces in the GILBERTS via MILLE. Our carrier
strike on MILLE caused sufficient damage to interfere with these attacks.

There are no indications that the enemy intends to use his carriers or
other combatant ships at TRUK to interfere with the GILBERT operations.

Operations in the South Pacific are progressing favorably. GL

In the South Pacif'ic, operations are progressing satisfactorily. Our
forces at TOROKINA hold an area 9,000 yards wide and 7,000 yards deep. An LST
wnloading on the beach was shelled by enemy artillery which caused some casualties,
indicating that the depth of our holdings is inadequate« DesRon 23 on patrol
last night west of BUKA PASSAGE intercepted an enemy force of five ships in two
groups. The Squadron Commander reported first group of two sunk by torpedoes
and while in pursuit of the other group one was sunk by gunfire.

23 Hovember (Oahu date)

At TARAWA, the enemy conducted a heavy counter attack last night which
was repulsed and all enemy resistance ended 0130 GCT, 24 November.

On MAKIN, the occupation phase is completed and assault force commander
will turn over command to Base Commander, Colonel Temmy, USA, at 2000 GCT
24 November.

Intelligence reports indicate that the enemy is frantically trying to as-
semble aircraft in the MARSHALLS for assault on our forces in the GILBERTS. So
far, air attacks have been few. There are some indications that an enemy Diversion
Attack Force composed of about 4 CA, 1 CL and 6 DD is planning to sortie from TRUK
to the eastward.

CominCh 231754 (pink) requests study and report on means of maintaining v

our subs in the GULF OF SIAM.
C S 1689




“SECRET
24 November (Oahu date)

Operations in the South BOUGAINVILLE area are progressing favorably.
ComDesRon 23, Capt. Burke, reports that as a result of the recent night action
off BUKA, 4 enemy ships were seen to sink and 2 demaged ships escaped westward.
ComDesRon 23 arrived PURVIS BAY.

At MAKIN minor isolated enemy resistance on outlying islands is being
eliminated. Garrison troops are being landed and consolidation is going ahead
under the garrison force commander. At about 0500 25 Nov. local date to the
westward of MAKIN the LISCOMBE BAY was hit by one and possibly two submarine
torpedoes which resulted in subsequent explosions and extensive fires. The
ship sank in 23 minutes with a heavy loss of personnel estimated at about 52
officers and 648 enlisted, including R.Adm Mullinix and Captain Wiltsie.

On TARAWA the airfield will be ready to receive fighters at 1000 Nov.
26th, Oshu date. The ComGen 2nd Marine Div. has assumed command of TARAWA
morning of the 25th local time.

Landings made on seaward beaches at TARAWA revealed that they were
heavily mined and included barricades and wire. For all landings on enemy
beaches hereafter boat channels to the beaches and landing areas on the beaches
will have to be cleared of mines prior to landings.

On APAMAMA minor enemy resistance still continues.

In the North Pacific T.F. 94 returned to ATTU today from sweep around
KOMANDORSKI Islands with no sightings and no contacts.

CinCPac 250357 (pink) to ComCenPacFor directs that carrier air strikes
be made on MARSHALLS with primary objective KWAJALEIN at earliest practicable
date.

Com 7th Fleet to CominCh 240621 (pink) desipnates first operation
Western New Britain as landing at ARAWE AREA vice GASMATA with tentative
Dog day as 15 December. Dog day for CAPE GLOUCESTER remains unchanged be-
tween 22-30 December.

The Division attack force reported yesterday apparently is proceeding
towards KWAJALEIN.
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—BECRET

25 November (Oahu date)

The consolidation by our occupation forces of TARAWA and MAKIN is
progressing satisfactorily. No outstanding incidents occurred at either place
during the last 24 hours. Submarine contacts have been made in the vicinity
of TARAWA.

Infantry has been directed to occupy APAMAMA not later than morning of
the 27th, E. Long. date and naval forces are proceeding to cover this movement
into that island.

ComCenPec has directed some reorganization of his forces and the transfer
of aircraft from certain carriers to combatant carriers remaining in GILBERT
area. Some of the assault shipping used in GALVANIC with some assault troops
have been started on their return voyage to PEARL under escort.

In the South Pacific no major events occurred.

The enemy is still endeavoring to augment his aircraft, submarine, and
light surface forces in the MARSHALLS. Additional troops are also apparently
going to be moved in.

Admiral Nimitz end party, which included General Richardson, departed
PEARL for an inspection of the ELLICE and possibly GILBERT groups. &

26 November (Oshu date)

Consolidation of our positions on MAKIN, TARAWA and APAMAMA continue.
Fighter planes from the NASSAU and BARNES started to land on TARAWA airfield
early afternoon of the 25th, W. long. date. Marines on APAMAMA believe that
all Japs on that island have committed mass suicide. Enemy aircraft attack on
our surface forces at MAKIN was reported but no information on damape, if any,
received.

In the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area enemy ground forces were reported on all
sides of our position at TOROKINA and there are indications that an attack in
force is to be launched. In view of the large enemy forces in South BOUGAINVILLE
the security of our position there is not°all assured.

The Diversion Attack I'orce reported heading for KWAJALEIN apparently was
routed to ENIWETOK Atoll (BRCWN ISLAND) where an oiler was proceeding to fuel
the force. Intelligence reports state that the BBs, and CVs at TRUE have been
fueled but there were no indications of their probable movements.

In NEW GUINEA, ground forces reported the capture of SATELBERG on the
25th, E. long. date,

Observers returning from the GILBERTS stress two things: (1) the bombard-
nent and bombing does not prevent the Japs from putting up very stiff resistance.
It is very helpful, but not devastating. (2) LVTs are essential to successful
assault. Effort will be made to increase numbers of these for FLINTLOCK. Also,
as one division was fully committed at TARAWA, it may be necessary to increase
troops allotted for FLINTLOCK. E A
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27 November (Oahu date)

The consolidation of our positions on TARAWA and MAKIN are progressing
satisfectorily., AA guns including 90mm have been set up and 155mm guns are
being landed on TARAWA. Fighters are operating from the airfield but repairs
to the field are still necessary and underwey. Estimated casualties to dafe
are: MAKIN 63 killed, 119 wounded; TARAWA 1000 killed and missing, 2500 wounded.
It is reported that 60 Japs remain in the northern tip of TARAWA ATOLL. .

The occupation of APAMAMA is proceeding according to plan.

Carrier Task Group 50.2, west of MAKIN, was attacked by 30 to 40 planes
last night. Three night fighters were launched and were largely instrumental
in repulsing the attacks The TFC considers that 8 to 10 Betty's were shot
down, There was no damage to our ships.

ComCenPacFor reports that the carrier strike on KWAJALLIN, TAROA and
WOTJE will teke place 4 or 5 December.

Intelligence reports state that troop reinforcements are being sent to
MILLE and JALUIT. No further reports have been received as to the movements
of the Diversion Attack Force last reported heading for ENIWETOK ATOLL.

Steps are being taken to survey the availability of LVTs in both the
Pacific and in the U.S.A. &

There were no major enemy developments. Q)-M
28 lNovember (Oahu Date)

There has been no enemy interference with our operations in the GILBERTS
during the preceding day except for some enemy aircraft, over TARAWA during the
night but reports did not state if attack was made. The elimination of the
enemy on the NE tip of TARAWA Atoll was apparently completed.

The shore based bombers frcm the ELLICE bases hit MILLE and plan further
air strikes on the MARSHALL bases.

Operations in the South BOUGAINVILLE area continue favorably.
Our submarine SEAL covering KIAJALEIN reportg3 Cl.s, 4 DDs, 8 AKs in
harbor and the PADDLE at ENIWETOK reports that 4 CAs, 6 DDs had departed.

There have been no reports on movements of other major enemy surface forces.

Major General Holland Smith, USMC, made a brief report on GALVANIC to

CinCPac morning conferees. Ile said that the TARAWA capture was unbelieveably

difficult. For similar operations he recommends 450 LVTs per division;

improvement in naval gunfire support. &
Carnr

——
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29 November (Oahu date)

In the South Pacific there were no major developments. It is estimated
that about 5,000 Japs remain in the northwest tip of CHOISEUL ISLAND.

In the GILBERTS, unloading of supplies continues at all three islands
occupied. Assault transports have completed unloading and the majority are
returning to PEARL under escort.

There was no interference to our operations either by enemy aircraft or
surface ships during the last twenty four hours.

Reports do not indicate any changes in the dispositions of the major (1
enemy surflace units.

The consolidation of our defenses on MAKIN, TARAWA and APAMAMA continues
without interference by the enemy. 42 fighters are operating from the field
at TARAWA. The airfield at MAKIN is 10% completed.

30 November (Oahu date)

There was no action or contacts with the enemy reported from the GILBERTS.
The SOLOMONS area was relatively quiet. For purpose of reconnaissance and
raiding, one paratroop battalion plus one company of Raiders landed against
minor opposition on shore 1% miles NW of KOIARIS (about 10 mi. east of TOROKINA)
during night of 27-28 Nov. (W.long.) after a strong Jap counter attack in which
action our troops were supported by aircraft and LCI gunboats, our force withdrew
at 2130 on the 28th (W.long.).

Jap casualties were estimated at ZOQMfdead, probably additional number
killed by bombing and bombardment. Our casualties 15 killed, 71 wounded.

The PLUNGER off MILI Atoll reported 2 CLs and 1 DD leaving that base at
high speed to the westward. There were no reports of movements of other me jor
enemy surface forces.

Admiral Nimitz returned from an inspection of TARAWA, the ELLICE ISLAND
bases and CANTON.

‘..-l-'"
1 December (Oshu date)

The consolidetion of our bases in the GILBERTS is progressing favorably
with no enemy opposition. At MAKIN, ground defenses are about 80% operative
with the air strip 15% completed.

At TARAWA, good progress is being made in unloading and searching out
and eliminating enemy coast watchers and their stations in surrounding islands.
Unloading at APAVMAMA continues slowlye.

Ten CANTON B-24s bombed TAROA (MALOELAP) during the morming of the 30th
of Wovember causing damage and obtaining photographs. Out of 35 Zekes which
intercepted 7 were reported destroyed, 12 probably destroyed and 4 damaged.
Heavy AA fire was encountered and the B-24s were heavily damaged by fighter

f'i % all ret de
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1 December (Oahu date) - (Continued)

While operating independently East of TARAWA, our destroyers BRADFORD
and BROWN were attacked by enemy torpedo planes. By skillful maneuvering all
torpedoes were evaded. Three torpedo planes were shot down and 2 probably de-
stroyed.

The Northern SOLOMONS Area was generally quiet. t»*ﬂhl’7#££
2 December (Oahu date) "
Improvements of our positions in the GILBERTS are proceeding satisfactorily.

At MAKIN ground defences are 80% and communications 60% effective. The fighter y
strip is 20% complete.

At TARAWA, the development of HAWKINS FIELD is proceeding satisfactorily.
The unloading of the 2nd echelon Acorn 14 is 50% complete and lst echelon Acorn
17 is 70% complete. At APAMAMA unloading proceeds slowly due mostly to method
of loading of transports.

Four B-24s from FUNAFUTI bombed MILLI with 5 tons of bombs. Report states
that 60% hit target area starting explosion and fires and 5 Zekes in the air did
not close. One of our planes is missing.

There were no major developments in the SOLOMONS. It is now estimated that
two to five thousand Japs are concentrated in the northwest tip of CHOISEUL Island
apparently awaiting evacuation. Three destroyers are ordered to bombard the
CHOISEUL BAY area for one hour at 0900 Dec. 5th, local time.

Two search planes from the South Pacific bombed OCEAN Island and reported
that the island appeared deserted.
- am———

% December (Oshu date)

There were no actions or major developments reported from the GILBERTS
during the day. At TARAWA, all assault troops with material will be embarked
by 0400 GCT, 4 December and the command of TARAWA will pass to the Island
Commander, Captain Tate, at 2000 GCT, 4 December.

The SOLOMONS area was pgenerally quiets The 8th Echelon to TREASURY and P
9th Echelon to TOROKINA arrived on schedule. The TCROKINA convoy was attacked
by 20 to 25 torpedo and dive bombers during the night but suffered no damage
or casualties. Three enemy planes were shot down with two or three probables.

CominCh 031835 (pink) states increasing demands and production of landing
eraft is critical, directs limiting use of this type of ceraft to assault
operations and essential trdning, and directs their transfer from Sea I'rontiers
and Districts to the nearest fleet commander.
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4 December (Oahu date)

The development of our bases in the GILBERTS is proceeding
satisfactorily.

At MAKIN ground defenses are 85% and communications 60% effective.
The airfield is 25% complete. Information has been received that the
field will accommeodate fighters by 10 December. One enemy VF approached
the island from over the lagoon but was driven off.

At TARAWA, Commender Advance Base relieved ComGen2nd MarDiv of command
TARAWA at 2000 GCT 4 December. Nine enemy bombers attacked TARAWA about 1600,
local time. They dropped 36 - 100 lb. bombs causing the following damage:

1 PV and 1 F6F destroyed, 2 PVs and 6 F6Fs damaged, 200 bbls. gasoline burned.
There were no personnel casualties.

At APAMAVA unloading is progressing. Commender Advence Base relieved
Asst. Comdr. 2nd MarDiv at 0100 GCT 5 December.

In the north SOLOMONS extensive air attacks were carried out against
enemy positions throughout the area with good results.

Prelininary intellipgence indicates that carrier task forces carried out
plasned air attacks on MARSHALL Island bases. No report has been received from

RAdm. Pownall the Task Force Commander. : zﬂyﬂf
-2 L4

5 December (Oahu date)

The consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is proceeding satis-
factorily.

ComCenPacFor reported that the airfield at MAKIN will be ready for fighters

within 10 days provided that the supply of Marston mat is adequate. He also
proposes to order combatent ships in the GILBERTS to leave and carry out remsin-
ing tesks on 7 December, E. long. date.

CTF 57 reports that 8 Liberators bombed NAURU on the 5th, starting large
fires. There was no enemy interception, AA fire was moderate and inaccurete.

Thirty-five Liberators dropped 108 500-1b. and 511 100-1b. bombs on MILLE,
about noon the 4th E. Long. date. AA fire was encountered but no enemy mircraft
intercepted.

SATLFISH reported sinking the ZUIHO (CV) about 2400 GCT 3 December in Lat.
329-20' N, Long 143°-45' E, while enroute to EMPIRE.

CinCPac 050248 returns elements of 27th Division and attached troops
employed in GALVANIC to the operational centrol of ComGenCentPac.

e 4,
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8 December (0Oahu date)

The consclidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing.
_ At MAKIN, ground defenses are 80%, communications 70% and airstrip 40% effective.
; At APAVAMA fighter strip is 50% cleared and partially graded. Seaplane
moorings have been planted in the north end of the lagoon.

Although aircraft are using the Japanese airfield on BETTIO Island in
TARAVIA Atoll reports indicate that considerable reconditioning of the field
will be necessary to permit its use by heavy aircraft. The clearing of the
new field in the SE corner of the Atoll is completed and grading is underway.

On 7 December, East longitude date, CTF 57 relieved ComCenPacFor of
command of the GILBERTS.

. Intelligence reports do not indicate any changes in the disposition of
major enemy fleet units or locations of fleet commanders.

CominCh 062152 (pink) approves plan for operations of submarines in the
Gulf of SIAM as proposed in CinCPac 030402.
.

Two enemy planes attacked TARAWA during the night of 5 December, K. Long.
date, dropping 8 bombs. All bombs but one dropped in the water. WMinor damage
was caused by the bomb that hit,

Q 7 December (0ahu date)

MAKIN was attacked by one enemy bomber night of 7 December, E. Long. date.
Four bombs dropped in the lagoon causing no damage.

On 4 December, W. Long. date, a carrier air attack was made by 4 CVs and
c:; 2 CLs under R. Adm, Fownall on shipping, aircraft and land installations on
EWAJALEIN and WOTJE Atolls.,

At KWAJAIEIN, 2 CLs, 1 AO, 3 AKs were reported sunk, 3 AKs damaged or sunk.
Ground installations and grounded aircraft were damaged and destroyed. A total
of 81 enemy aircraft were shot down. Our losses were 2 F6Fs and 1 SBD.

At WOTJE, one AK was badly damaged, 5 enemy aircraft destroyed. Many fires
were started and extensive damage caused to hangars and barracks. We had no losses.

A prolonped air attack by many medium torpedo~bombers the night following
the strike resulted in one torpedo hit in the LEXINGTON on the starboard side aft.
( This caused considerable structural damage, breaking of No. 2 shaft, damage to
< turbine and reduction gears and disabling her steering cear. The LEXINGTON is

returning to PEARL at 20 knots. f”ﬂf"
'I" Ll
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8 December (Oahu date)

Seven B-24s from NUKUFETAU via NANOMEA dropped 10 tons of 500 1b. bombs
on TAROA, 30% hit in target arca. Of seven fighters which intercepted, one
was shot down. One B-24 which missed TAROA bombed gun positions on MILLE.
Squadron from BAKER was unable to take off due to lack of wind.

At TARAWA, hard surfacing on BETIO STRIP was extended 700 by 150 feet.
All guns are ready for action, but permanent gun emplacements are partially
completed. Clearing for BONRIKI STRIP was extended to 6300 feet and grading
partially completed. :

During the night of 7 December 4 enemy aircraft dropped bombs in the
water near the ELLA strip. Night fighters failed to intercept.

MAKIN airfield is 45% complete. APAMAMA airfield is 50% cleared and
partially graded.

CinCPac 070450 recommends that no further S-Class submarines be with-
drawn from combat duty and discusses employments of submarines.

CinCPac 090322 to Com7thFleet proposes to send all submarines of Squad-
ron 18 and Division 121 direct from PEARL to SoWesPac and proposes other

/ |
¥

In the Central Pacific, 22 NANOMEA Army Liberators dropped 44 tons of
500 pound bombs on JALUIT and 11 hit TAROA with 16 Tons of 100 pound bombs.
There was no interception at JALUIT and 2 out of 10 intercepting Zekes were
shot down at TAROA.

9 December (Oshu date)

Aircraft from the ELLICE ISLAND bases are carrying out regular daily
searches. One Navy search Ventura strafed MILLE encountering heavy machine
gun fire. It destroyed several small craft in the harbor.

During transit of Geillard Cut, Panama Canal, the INTREPID struck the
channel bank. The forward peak tank was flooded and bottom of ship damaged.
Temporary repairs can be made at BALBOA.

Rear Admiral Pownall's ecarrier force arrived at PEARL.

Cominch 082150 states poliecy and agreement of State, Army and Navy
Departments regarding release of control of airfields no longer needed for

combat purpcses. ‘E?;717/
Caww g
LY
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10 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, 19 Army Liberators from FUNAFUTI dropped 20 tons
of bombs on MILLE during afternoon of the 9th. Clouds obscured results., Of 15 to
25 intercepting fighters 4 were destroyed and 3 probably destroyed. Tive of our
aircraft were slightly damaged. Consolidetion of our positions in the GILBERTS
is proceeding satisfactorily.

In the TMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY region our beachhead has been extended to an area
about 12,000 yards wide and 9,000 yards deep. We have approximately 42,000 troops
in the area. The fighter strip is nearing completion. Some sircraft have been
operating f'rom it.

o4

/e

On TREASURY ISLAND an airfield ;ight-4500 feet long and 300 feet wide has
been cleared and 3,000 feet of matting leyed. /ool .

During the attack on NAURU on 8 December, details of which have not been
received, a shell hit on the BOYD caused considerable damage to machinery.

CinCPac 102338 assigned the 22nd Marine Regiment to Sth PhibCorps.

CinCPac 110259 assigned the 7th Army Division and 1 Regimental combat team
from 27th Army Division to operational control ComSthPhibCorps.

S
11 December (Oahu date) ;

The consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing favorably.
At TARAWA, BETIO airstrip is resurfaced 2400 by 150 feet. The new BONRIKI bomber
strip is coral surfaced over area 3000 by 150 feet end the clearing for the fighter
strip is started.

At MAKIN, the ground defenses are 80%, commmications 70% and airstrip and
taxiway 70% completed.

At APAMAMA an area 4000 by 300 feet has been cleared for a fighter strip of
which 3000 by 150 feet is surfaced.

CTG 50.8 reports that during air and surface bombardment of NAURU on 8 Dec.
51 tons of bombs, 810 sixteen inch and approximately 3400-5 inch projectiles were
dropped on target. Heavy fires were started but dense smoke pall obscured results.
Nine enemy aircraft were destroyed on the ground and one in the air. Our losses
were two aircraft shot down and one from operational causes. BOYD was hit by one
shell, causing some casualties and material damage.

The 7th Army Division and 106th Regimental Combat Team and the 22nd Marines
reinforced have been attached to the 5th Phib Corps for operational control and

amphibious training.
rﬁyf“‘ -
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12 December (0Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, there have been no major developments. The
consclidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing without enemy
interference.

Bad weather in the ELLICE area interfered with air operations.

In the North SOLOMONS our air forces by continuous attacks continue to keep
the enemy airfields inoperative, to destroy ememy installations on shore and to
destroy and damage enemy barges.

The POGY in the vicinity of the PALAUS reports sinking 2 ships for 14000
tons and damaging and probably sinking one ship for 5400 tons. i;7r17/
N7

13 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, consolidation of bases continues. During the nights
of 1lth and 12th December about six enemy planes each dropped a 500 1b. bomb on
fields at TARAWA. No demage caused; no enemy planes shot down.

About noon 12 Dec. thirty-one Army Liberators from ELLICE bases dropped 47
tons of bombs on EMIDJ IS. (JALUIT). Clouds obscured target. Three AKs in
harbor, one attacked with unknown results. No enemy planes encountered;AA fire
moderate. Some of our planes suffered slight damage.

At APAMAMA runway cleared to 6500 and paved to 3900 feet. Work on taxiway
started. Finger pier extends 1000 feet into lagoon, 20 feet of water at end.

Airfields TARAWA have been named: BETIO ISLAND, HAWKINS FIELD; BONRIKI
VILLAGE, MULLINIX FIELD. Airfield APAMAMA, O'HARE FIELD.

14 December (Oahu date) %

In the Central Pacific, ten Army Liberators from CANTON struck WOTJE with
15 tons of bombs. Several fires were started and explosions seen. Four ships were

seen in harbor and two planes on the ground. Ongof our planes was slightly damaged.

At TARAWA, HAWKINS FIELD will be ready for full operation of bombers 21 Dec.
MULLINIX FIELD will be ready for fighters 18 December and for bombers 25 December.
Small enemy raids on TARAWA by about six plenes nights of 12th and 13th December.
No apparent damage caused by bombing.

At MAKIN ground defenses are 80%, comm. 75%, airfield and taxiway 80%
completed. MAKIN was raided by about 2 enemy bombers on nights of 13th and 14th
December. During the first raid three officers and one enlisted man were wounded.
No damage from the second raid.

At APAMAMA, O'HARE FIELD is paved 4000 by 150 feet and 6000 ft. area is
cleared.

In the North SOLOMONS, operations are proceeding satisfactorily. The NEW
BRITAIN operation commenced. C}y¢\
1633

- continued -




| S

_SBERRE—— YELLAYY)]
14 Desember (onh date)

CinCPac 150433 directs CTF 57 to operate land based air against enemy
forces at maximum rate it is practicable to sustain and designated objectives.

CinCPOA 150312 (pink) directs CTF 57 to operate directly under CinCPOA.

15 December (Oahu date) : b7

In the Central Pacific, Army bombers from ELLICE bases and CANTON I. con-
tinued the bombing of MARSHALL ISLAND bases. Eight liberators from CANTON dropped
15 tons omn WOTJE morning of the 15th. Explosions were seen and fires started.

No enemy planes were seen.

During the afternoon of the l4th, seventeen Liberators from FUNAFUTI dropped
12 tons on TAROA. Large fires in the hangar area were started. Of fifteen enemy
aircreft that intercepted one was destroyed, 4 probably destroyed and 5 damaged.
Three of our esircraft were damaged slightly.

At MAKIN, one enemy medium bomber on 16 Dec., E long. date, reconnoitered
the ocean area around MAKIN for two hours at low altitude.

In the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area, the progress of consolidation is satis-
factory. The 1lth Echelon departed on the 16th. To date there have been trans-
ported 52,000 personnel and 60,200 tons of cargo to TOROKINA end 10,400 personnel
and 16,300 tons cargo to TREASURY ISLAND., Minor skirmishes occur along the
perimeter at TOROKINA daily. Our aircraft continue their daily assaults on enemy
airfields, installetions, barges and troops with good results.

CominCh 151300 states that quote, Transfer to Pacific of Atlantic
destroyers in addition to those ordered by MyDis 062351 not contemplated in
immediate future.

There are no indications of changes in locations of major enemy combatant
ahips.

Enemy retaliation to our occupation of the GILBERT ISLANDS has been very
selight to date. This may be a result of their inability to do more and their
preoccupation in strengthening their MARSHALL bases and preparing their air forces
for future operations.

It is indicated that landings on NEW BRITAIN have been effected by the
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Forces. EBAN\ J}//
"4-? \
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16 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, Army Liberators from ELLICE bases and CANTON I.
continue their bombing of WOTJE and TAROA with good results. Twenty-one B-24s
from NANOMEA dropped 25 tons on WOTJE. Of about 30 intercepting fighters 2 were
destroyed, 8 probables and 8 damaged. Ten of our planes were damaged and one
bomber was forced down near TAROA. Two bombers returning from strikes landed on
HAWKINS FIELD, TARAWA. They reported the effective use of incendiary antiaircraft
bombs by Japanese fighters.

Ten Liberators from CANTON I. dropped 17 tons on WOTJE at sumset of the 15th.
No enemy interceptions but 3 VBM and 25 VF were seen on the ground. At MILLE bomber
crews sighted 4 DDs, 4 AKs and many small craft.

In the Northern SOLOMONS, reports indicate that many Japs are in northeast
BOUGAINVILLE, along the Coast, with concentrations at PAPAS and TINPUTS. Two de-
stroyers will bombard these concentrations at dawn 20 December, E. Long. date.
Reports also state that evacuation of south BOUGAINVILLE is believed commencinge

In NEW BRITAIN, American troops covered by air and naval bombardment occupied
ARAWE Area, NEW BRITAIN, morning of 15 December, E. Long. date. Late same day
enemy aircraft attacked the beachhead and shipping without damage. Initial reports
indicate that our losses in the assault were slight.

Information has been received that the Army fighters and dive bombers cata-
pulted by the NASSAU are now operative at MAKIN ISLAND. : ¢¢“ﬂ !

17 December (0Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, weather interfered with air strikes on MARSHALL
ISLAND bases. One Liberator dropped one ton of bombs on MILLE without opposition,

At TARAWA, bomber strip of Mullinix Field has fine grading completed over
area 4900 by 150 feet with 10 inch surfacing on 4000 by 150 feet. The tank farm
on BETIO ISLAND is 15 percent completed. The north half of Hawkins Field runway
is complete to dimensions 6000 by 150 feet and south half is 33% complete. Forty
sorties were flown from Hawkins Field.

In the North SOLOMONS, the first large fighter strike of about 83 VF from
TOROKINA FIELD were over RABAUL morning of 17 December, E. Long. date, Of 30-40
intercepting enemy aircraft, 6 fighters were destroyed and two of our fighters
were lost,

On TREASURY ISLAND the first fighters and medium bombers landed on the air=-
field 17 December, E. Long. dates Operations at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area are pro=-
ceeding satisfactorily. Our aircraft carried out numerous attacks throughout
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND with good results. Enemy airfields are generally kept inop=
eratives, The DEXTERITY operation is apparently proceeding favorably with very

few losses. pi

—
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18 December (Oshu date)

In the GILBERTS, the first fighter and light bomber strike by MAKIN
based Army aircraft was made on MILLE 18 December E. long. date. Six Zekes
were destroyed and 3 damaged on the ground. Our loss was one plane operational
causes., No air opposition. MAKIN airfield and taxiway is 93% complete.

At TARAWA a small raid by about 2 enemy aircraft was carried out night
18-19 Dec. Three bombs hit with no damage.

At APAMAMA bomber strip is 76%, Taxiways 40%, jetty 55% complete.

Minor skirmishes occur daily in various sectors of our perimeter in the
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area. Our aircraft continue their daily activities against
the enemy ashore and afloat.

The PIVA airfield north of TOROKINA will be ready for use about 25 Dec.
The airstrip on the coast at TOROKINA has been in use for about 10 days

19 December (Oshu date) Cun /

In Central Pacific, adverse weather deviated Army bombers from MALOELAP
and WOTJE and they bombed MILLE instead. On the 19th fourteen liberators from
NANOMEA dropped 19 tons of bombs on MILLE, starting fires. Of four intercepting
fighters one was shot down, one probable. Our loss five planes damaged, 1 destroyed
on landing. On the 20th nineteen liberators hit MILLE with 27 tons of 100 1lb.
bombs starting a large fire and dense smoke. One intercepting Zeke dropped aerial
bomb damaging one liberator. One Betty and 3 fighters burning on ground.

Cne Catalina on the 19th made experimental night attack on KWAJALEIN and
left a large Maru burning.

During forenoon of the 19th, 12 Army fighters hit MILLE. One Betty and
2 Zekes were destroyed on ground. Of eight intercepting Zekes one wes shot down.
Our losses were two fighters over target.

During the night of 19 December the S/h ASPRO attacked a 16 ship convoy
heading for BASHI Channel. Four Marus were sunk and 2 demaged.

Search planes on the 19th reported 6 large AKs, 6 small AKs, 8 PCs, at
KWAJALEIN, 1 small AO at JALUIT and no shipping at WOTJE or MALOELAP.

Com 7th Fleet reports increased enemy naval air activity and float plane
searches from RABAUL and KAVIENG. Our convoys returning from ARAWE were bombed
by enemy aircraft daylight 15th. One APC was destroyed and 4 LCTs damaged.

In the North SOLOMONS, 16 B-24s with 50 fighter escorts bombed RABAUL on
the 19th. Damage was caused to shipping and land installations. One AK or AP
exploded. The attack was intercepted by 40 or 50 fighters of which 4 Zekes were
destroyed. Our losses 2 F4Us and 2 Kittyhawks.

CominCh 142057 gives US JCS directive of 9 July 1942 in regard to umity
of command and coordination of reports concerning combat operations.

~gontinued-
iy (0
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19 December (Oshu date) =continued-

CominCh 142055 is a restatement of CominCh policy and instructions in
regard to use of gas.

CNO 182138 is a request to inform Russian Fleet to supply markings on
their fishing craft and areas of operations KAMCHATKA PENINSULA.

Oﬂ" f,(,1(('
—

20 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, eleven Armmy Liberators from CANTON dropped 15
tons of bombs on site of radio station and tank farm on unnamed island in
MALOELAP Atoll 2 miles north of TAROA late PM 19 December. Of 25 intercepting
fighters, 7 were probably shot down and 5 demaged. Five medium bombers and 7
fighters were seen on ground at TAROA. Two of our planes were damaged.

In North SOLOMONS, two DD bombarded TINPUTS-PAPAS Area in NE BOUGAINVILLE
20 December starting fires and destroying some buildings. ffﬁgﬁiottera reported
area well covered, but intelligence reports indicate that/ ge wag dones
Our aircraft continue their intensive attacks on the enemy throughout BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND.

Com 3rd Fleet issued orders for TF 39 composed of 3 CLs, 4 DDs, 4 DMs
to bombard BUKA-BONIS Area at 1330 GCT 23 December for twenty minutes, then to
retire at high speed and for TF 37.2 BUNKER HILL, MONTEREY and 6 DD to strike
KAVIENG at dawn 25 December.

At midday 19 December, local time, 16 Liberators with an escort of
50 fighters struck RABAUL shipping. Three cargo ships were reported damaged,
1 submarine and small craft blanketted by bombs and 4 out of approximately 50
intercepting fighters shot down.

Report from Com 7th Fleet states that enemy search float planes are
active over Jap shipping lanes to RABAUL & KAVIENG.

CinCPac 210221 sets Dog Day for FLINTLOCK as 31 January West Longitude

¥

In the Central Pacific, 16 Army Liberators from CANTON and NANOMEA on
20 December dropped 24 tons on MALOELAP. Large fires and explosions in target
area were started. Of 30 intercepting Zekes 4 were shot down and 5 probables.
Our damage was 3 B-24s shot down and all planes damaged.

dates

21 December (Oahu date)

At TARAWA two enemy high altitude bombers attacked predawn 20 December
and started a small fire and damaged one plane. Results from night interceptors
and searchlights were negative.

At MAKIN predewn high altitude attacks by 4 planes on 19th and 6 plenes
on 20th resulted in no damage. Interceptors in the air on the 19th had negative

results,
1703
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21 December (Oahu date) ~continued=-

In the north SOLOMONS bad weather interfered with our air operations but
otherwise progress is satisfactory.

At ARAWE in NEW BRITAIN. Our operations are apparently progressing
satisfactorily.

CominCh 142059 states authority of Commanders vested with unity of command
in transfer of units of service to which he does not belong.

CominCh 212031 assigns certain French combatant ships to duties in the Pacifie
and elsewhere.

CinCPac 220041 gives plan of disposition of Marine, Army ground and air units
in SAMOAN-ELLICE Area.

CominCh 212144 assigns following 5 CVEs to Pacific Fleet 74 NEHENTA -BAY 76
KABASHAN BAY 78 SAVO Island 81 RUDYERD BAY 83 SARGENT BAY.
. 4
/ﬁ‘/ Q™

22 December (0Oshu date)

In the Central Pacific, 8 B-24s and 4 PB4Ys on a photographic reconnaissance \
flight to KWAJALEIN afternoon 21 December dropped 6 tons of bombs. Results at |
KWAJALEIN Island were unobserved but fires and explosions were started en ROI Island. .
Nine fighters intercepted and used merial bombs. Twenty seven ships including 2 CLs
were seen in the Bgoon. Our plenes were not demaged and no enemy planes were shot
down.

The GRAYBACK on 22 December reported sinking 6 ships and damaging two for
total of 34000 tons,

In the North Pacific 2 PBYs attempted a bombing and photographic mission over
PARAMUSHIRU night 20-21 December. One plane located target and dropped bombs on
the SHIMUSHU side of Strait. Other plane was unable to identify target because of
overcast and jettisoned bumbs. Both planes returned ATTU at 1142 local time.
There was no evidence of enemy opposition,

Intensive air operations in the north SOLOMONS resulted in extensive damage
to enemy instaellations, barges, etc. Operations in BOUGAINVILIE are proceeding
satisfactorily.

CinCPac 222141 directs ComAirCenPac (C.T.F. 57) to mine only WOTJE, MALOELAP,
JALUIT, MILLE by air at earliest practicable date.

Com3rdFleet 230447 states that unless otherwise directed he plans to repeat
carrier strike KAVIENG about 29 December. The initial strike is planned for 25
December. His proposal to move WASHINGTON and NORTH CAROLINA with destroyer screen

to sea in support was approved. i
(“J"U A"
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23 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, our shore based air has been busy over MARSHALL
ISLAND bases.

On the 23rd 16 F6F, 16 P-39 and 11 A-24 attacked MIJILE., One AK was left
burning and settling. Shore installations were strafed and several fires
started. Of 4 to 6 intercepting Zekes, 1 shot down 1 probable and 1 deamaged.
Slight damage to 3 of our planes.

On the 2lst 15 F6F and 17 A-24 hit EMIDJ I. (JALUIT) with 8 tons of bombs,
Cne medium AK was left with stern awash. One SBD lost, 2 F6F received slight
damage. No aircraft were seen.

On the 24th, 19 Liberators dropped 28 tons of 500 lb. bombs on shipping
and shore installations at KWAJALEIN. Two of three medium AKs were set afire.
Nineteen tons of bombs were dropped on KWAJALEIN ISLAND. No enemy aircraft
intercepted.,

MILLE was hit by 10 Army Dauntless and 20 P-39s on the 24th. The AK
left awash yesterday received a direct 500 1b., bomb hite Two of 5 or 7 inter-
cepting Zekes were destroyed. No damage to our planes.

In the North SOLOMONS, TF 39 successfully bombarded BUKA-BONIS Area.
Large fires were started and ammunition dump destroyed. Ships participating
received no damage,.

Com 3rd Fleet requests neutralization of enemy air at NAURU on 28 Dec.,
East Long. date.

AmCon VLADIVOSTOK 232310 replies to CNO 182138 in regard to markings and
operations of Russian fishing vessels in the KAMCHATKA-K(MMANDORSKI Ares.

@ng¢ﬂf

24 December (Oshu date)

In the Central Pacific, our aircraft bombed WOTJE on the 23rd, NAURU on the
24th and carried out photographic reconnaissance over UJAE and LAE Atolls. Nine
B-24s dropped 15 tons on WOTJE with good results. No shipping was seen. Of 35
intercepting Zekes near TAROA, 3 were shot down, 1 probable and 6 damaged.

Seven Navy Venturas from TARAWA dropped 7 3/4 tons of bombs on service and
despersal aree of NAURUs Entire area was in flames and smoke. There was no
interception, but AA was heavy. One of our planes is missing. The staging of
strike squadrons through TARAWA began 22 and 23 Decembers

Photographic reconnaissance of UJAE and LAE Atolls revealed no enemy mili=
tery installations on either island.

The enemy carried out 2night raids and 1 day raid on MAKIN 24-25 December
and five night raids composed of 2 to 4 planes each on TARAWA. At TARAWA 1 LPV
was destroyed and 1 damaged. Night fighters failed to intercept. At MAKIN 8 men
were injured and one truck damaged. One P-39 was an operational loss and two

nemy planes were shot down.
¢ P (Continued)
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24 December (Oshu date) ~Continued-

CTF 57 232351 gives the progress summary of installations on TARAWA,
APAMAMA and MAKIN,

In the South Pacific, the carrier air strike by TG 37.2 under R. Adm.
Sherman on KAVIENG on 25 December, E. Long. date, was reported as highly succes=
sful. The aircraft dropped 32% tons of bombs and 9 torpedoes on 2 DD, 2 large AKs,
1 medium AK, 8 small AKs and 20 to 30 barges. The estimated results, with the
help of photographs, were 1 DD, 2 large AKs, 3 barges sunk; 1 DD, several small
AKs, many barges and 1 PT heavily damaged and possibly sunk. Eight to ten float
planes at anchor dameged by strafing. Our losses were 1 damaged Avenger landed
in water and several planes damaged. The Task Force was heavily attacked at
dusk by about 18 Betty's. Gunfire and radical maneuvering prevented the attacks
from causing any demage.

Our planes were very active in the North SOLOMONS-BISMARCK Area shooting
down many enemy planes including 58 planes in two days over RABAUL.

ComNorPac 250329 comments on AmCon 232310 in regard to operations of

Russian fishing fleet,
O o

25 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, our shore based aircraft struck WOTJE afterncon
of the 24th and MTLLE on the 25th. Eighteen ELLICE B-24's via TARAWA dropped
45 tons on WOTJE and started fires. There was no interception and our aircraft
suffered no damage. One large AK and about 8 barges were sighted in lagoon.
Ten P-39's and 10 A-24's presumably from MAKIN bombed and strafed MILLE. Light
AA was encountered and 2 dive bombers received minor damage.

Our search planes over the MARSHALLS sighted 7 AKs at KWAJALEIN, one AK
near WOTJE, one AK and many small craft at MALOELAP and one large AK at JALUIT.
Two small AKs and escorts near KWAJALEIN were bombed and strafed. One AXK was
left sinking.

The SKATE reported that in an attack on the 25th one sure hit and one |
probable hit was made. The TERUKAWA MARU was sunk. The one hit in a carrier
reported is believed to refer to a previous attack.

In the Southwest Pacific, preliminary reports indicate that American
troops landed at CAPE GLOUCESTER dewn 26th, E. long. date, without opposition
on any of the beaches. Naval bombardment preceded the landing. About five
hours after the landing enemy aireraft with 2 direct bomb hits and one near
miss senk the new DD BROWNSON. The MUGFORD, SAMSON, SHAW and APC 15 were
damaged. The ships were supporting the landings at CAPE GLOUCESTER.

In the South Pacific Task Force 38 have been directed to carry out the
bombardment of KIETA as planned at 1600 - 27 December, local time and to retire
to the north and westward of BUKA Island. Com 3rd Fleet has directed the retire-
ment of the carrier group T.F. 37.2 to ESPIRITU SANTO after fueling on the 27th.
An enemy force of cruisers and destroyers have been reported as heading for
KAVIENG with reinforcements. CinCPac 262033 (pink) authorizes Com 3rd Fleet to
attack these cruiser targets with carrier aircraft at sea or in port. Also
authorizes use of BBs in same general area with the carriers for effective

support. ".\1 T O E_‘
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25 December (0ahu date) - Continued =-

Oblique photographs of NOMOI Islands (MORTLOCK) obtained 25 December show
a serviceable airfield about 3600 by 300 feet on SATAWAN Island.

< A
26 December (Oshu date) UMA y -

In the Central Pacific éxcept for air raid alarms during the night at
MAKIN and TARAWA the area was quiet.

In the South Pacific, the bombardment of KIETA, eastern central BOUGAIN-
VILLE, was successfully carried out by 2 CLs and 4 DDs. The force retired north-
ward around BUKA Island without incident.

BUNKER HILL and MONTEREY supported by 2 BBs and accompanying destroyers
are proceeding to stations northeast of BOUGAINVILLE for air attack on an enemy
force of 2 CAs and destroyers heading for KAVIENG. This force was attacked by
one of our submarines without results and tracked by one of our search planes.
Intelligence indicates the force has turned back to TRUK.

In the Southwest Pacific, reports state that the damage to the SHAW from
enemy air attacks during the covering operation of the landing at CAPE GLOUCESTER
was more extensive than at first reported and will require navy yard repairs.

The MUGFORD and SAMPSON will require drydocking and the DALY's battery realign-
ment.,

CinCPac 262130 (pink) discusses support of FOREARM and other operations by
units and tranmsports of 5th Fleet.

CominCh & CNO 211610 (pink) states JCS decision relative to authority of
CinCPOA to reassign Army and Navy air organizetions in Central and South Pacific
area and Navy air organization in North Pacific.

27 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, five Ventures and 8 Hellcats bombed and strafed
JALUIT afternoon 26th. Several small vessels were probably damaged. Heavy AA
fire was encountered from EMIDJ Island but caused no damage.

Seventeen B-24's from NANOMEA via TARAWA dropped 51 tons of bombs on
WOTJE late afternoon of 26th, local date. Fifty percent of bombs in target.
Two near misses on medium AK. One of six intercepting Zekes were shot down.
Our losses were 1 B-24 shot down, 1 exploded over target from heavy and intense
AA fire,

GUNARD returning from patrol reported sinking 2 AKs and dameging one for
11000 and 7000 tons. Also, 2 hits in MARU or warship which was surrounded by
10 escorts.,

Additicnal photographs of NAMOI Islands taken on the 27th show new airstrip
on SATAWAN.Island is 4150 ft. by 210 ft. still unserviceable but surfacing isfw/
i

in progress. G&pﬁk
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28 December (Oshu date)

In the Central Pacific, Venturas from TARAWA dropped 8 tons on NAURU at
dawn 28th. Ammunition dump was destroyed and two fires started. One single engine
eircraft was airborne. Intense AA fire was encountered. Three of our planes were
dameged.

Photographic reconnaissance of ENIWETOK was carried out successfully on the
27th. Our planes sighted 3 AKs in lagoon and 10 Bettys on runway of ENGEBI Island.
No fighters or AA fire were seen.

In the South Pacific, our aircraft are continuing their very active and suc~
cessful actions against enemy aircraft, barges and land instellations. ComAirSols
reports that since 23 December our aircraft shot down 113 planes. We lost 19
fighters, rescuing 1 pilot. Our aircraft from EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY airfields are
intensifying their attacks against RABAUL and in vicinity.

CTF 57 280735 gives the progress summary for GILBERT ISLAND airfield and
base construction. /V:;d

29 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, fourteen CANTON B-24s noon 28 Dec. dropped 155 tons
of bombs on MALOELAP., They were intercepted by 10 Zekes. Sixteen B-24s from
ELLICE bases for MALOELAP were intercepted in vicinity MALOELAP by 35 to 50 Zekes.
Six B-24s dropped 18 tons on MAJURO and 10 others missed or jettisoned their bombs.
A total of 2 Zekes were destroyed with 10 probables. Our losses were two B-24s shot
down and 12 demaged.

During the afternoon of 28th, 18 Army Dauntless, 20 P-39s and 9 B-25s pre=
sumably from MAKIN dropped 23 tons on MILLE and strafed ground installations. No
interception. Five of our planes were damaged.

Photographic coverage of KWAJALEIN was completed on 28th by 3 PB4Ys with four
planes as escort. Of 10 to 13 intercepting fighters, one was shot down 2 damaged.
Our losses were 1 plene destroyed and 2 planes of escort damageds. Many ships were
sighted in anchorage. Photographic coverage of AILINGLAPALAP and KILI Atoll was
successfully completed. No enemy activity was observed.

At TARAWA, two enemy bombers on the 27th dropped 8 bombs on HAWKINS FIELD
with no damage.

At MAKIN three enemy bombers on the 28th dropped 6 bombs in water. Inter-
ception was not successful.

SILVERSIDES on 29 Dec. reported attacking a southbound convoy and sinking
3 ships and probably four including 1 tanker.

/f

The South Pacific area was relatively quiet. w
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30 December (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific except for the usual air searches, no operations were
reported. Photographic reconnaissance of KWAJALEIN on the 28th showed no landing
strip on ENNYLABEGAN ISLAND.

HERRING reports sinking a 14,000 ton transport and probably sinking a 7,000
ton tanker.

In the North Pacific 4 PBYs are scheduled to make a bombing and photographic
flight over PARAMUSHIRU tonight 30-31 December.

In the South Pacific, our carrier force supported by BBs are proceeding to
station east of NEW IRELAND preparatory to launching air attack on enemy forces
composed of 2 cruisers and 2 destroyers probably bringing reinforcements to KAVIENG.
Operations in the North SOLOMONS have been on a reduced scale.

In the Southwest Pacific the two enemy airfields at CAPE GLOUCESTER have been
captured by our forces who are now consolidating their positions. g{i;
b ( L4

Air activities in the Central Pacific consisted of strikes against KWAJALEIN
and MILLE on the 31st and JABOR I. (JALUIT) on the 30th. Seventeen B-24s from
NANOMEA via TARAWA dropped 51 tons on KWAJALEIN with primary target shipping.

Forty percent of bombs hit island with 1 near miss on medium ship. WNo interception.
One of our planes received slight deamage. Planes sighted 2 CAs, 2 DDs, 3 medium
AKs and 12 to 15 Harbor craft in harbor.

31 December (Oahu date)

MILLE was hit by 24 P-39s, 24 Dauntless who dropred 14 tons of bombs and
strafed AA positions. Two fires were started. No ships were sighted and no inter=-
ception encountered. Nine B-25s dropped 5 tons of 500 1lb. bombs on JABOR I.(JALUIT)
end shelled installations with 75mm canon from altitude of 55 feet. Hits were
observed on radio, fuel dump storage. Our planes received no damage.

GUNNEL reports sinking 10,000 ton unidentified passenger freighter on 3 Dec.
with four torpedoes fired and 4 hits made.

In the South Pacific, our carrier force and supporting BBs are retiring
without launching air strike as enemy force was reported as again retiring to the
North.

In the North Pacific, four Catslinas completed a bombing and photo reconnais=-
sance strike on PARAMUSHIRU and SHUMISHU. All bombs dropped on the places stated
but due to icing of photographic flash bombs, which prevented release of most bombs,
the success of the photographic mission is doubtful.. One night fighter was encoun-
tered but all planes returned ATTU undamaged. CMu& Kl {
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} July (GCT)

‘uﬂ&“ghx 01 0630 COM 3RD FLEET to COM 15T FLEET, CINC S WESPAC, Info
o N ALL TFC 3RD FLEET, COM 7TH FLEET, NZN3,

Further summary NEW GEORGIA activity follows, Bogey
V) alarms delayed RENDOVA landines 2 hours, Jap air attacks
N which materialized ceme 1100 L (-11) 1515 L and 1715 L.
About 110 total planes. During day long battles at least
65 heavy bombers dive bombers fighters torpedo planes de-
stroyed. 17 3Blue planes missing, Para, 2nd major Blue
air strike of day was on MUNDA, 25 Mitchells 18 each daunt-
less Avengers dumped ton and half ton bombs plus fragmenta-
tion clusters on defenses and bivouacs startine 1 fire,.
1 Avenger missing, Para., 7ANE refloated from Onaivise
1 Reef north of RENDOVA and under tow to TULAGI. GWIN re-
ported after ships force repairs she could still make 28
knots, At 1626 L MeCAWLEY while under tow Liura attacked
15 dive bombers, No hits due fighter interception and
ships gunfire. Para, 1 Rifle Company from SEGI forces
landed at mouth of CHOI River northwest of SEGI to rein-
force land attack on VIKU by 2 Companies Marine Raiders.
No contact with latter since 28th, DPara. No details
WICKHAM gituation.

01 0035 CINCPAC to VICE CNO, Info COMSERVPAC, COMATIRPAC

Your 281502, Desire minimum 3 advanced air base assemblies
available for Central Pacific needs., Referring to enclosure
A to ComAirPac Letter 00226 of 5 Tune propose direct move-
ment G (Casu and Acorn 1l4) to Oahu for final treining and
then arrange for 2 similiar assemblies to be held on West
Coast for direct movement to Central Pacific destinations.

. Chief of Staff AirPac will be availansle for conference this
subject in Washington week beginning 5 July,

Pl 02 0205 CINCPAC to COMINCH

Satisfactory planning Central Pacific operations largely
dependent on adequate photo reconnaissance of objectives.
Equipment required includes medium range fighter conver-
sion simllar Army FSA., Have asked local Army initiate ur-
gent request on War Department for squadron this or com-
parable type which I request you strongly support. Para.
For very long range reconnalssance including night photos

of heavlily defended areas Liberator type in many cases is
Just short of range requirements although every effort belng
made extend this range to meet lmmediate demands. With dis-
tances and operating bases as they are in Pacific there will

W/ be continuing major usefulness for photo reconnaissance
planes of absoclute maximum range. Request early investiga-
tion locking to preparation and assignment here latest Army
or Navy heavy bomber or patrol alrcraft having such perform-
\ ance,

1710
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30 1803

02 1047

03 0145

RICHARDSON (HDCSO) to WDCSA, Info CINCPAC.

To provide information required for basic planning of current

and future operations in Central Pacific Area CinCPac requests

and I concur in prompt assignment to this Headgquarters of 1
photographic squadron reconnaissance T/C 1-757 equipped with
P-38 or comparable long range planes. Need for this squadron
1s urgent at present and may be expected to increase. Nec-
essary photographic reconnaissance is beyond the capacity of
aircraft now available in this area. Importance of adequate
long range photographic and reconnaissance airplanes cannot
be over-emphasized to insure success of operations being
planned., Requested at earliest practicable date favorable
action.

CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC, CG GUADALCANAL,

Summary war today 2 Jly. ZANE towed by RAIL arriwved TULAGI.
Report of ZANE damage separately. VIRU captured July lst.

A few Japs in hills at VIRU, 79 Japs drowned there trying
to cross river, 2 own DDs bombarded WICKHAM targets for 15
minutes commencing 1330 L today. dJaps in foxholes on small
point of land. ComGen RENDOVA reports situation quiet and
muddy and one Jap killed total 65 Japs killed RENDOVA June
30. Enemy air attack at RENDOVA 1245 L yesterday no damage.
103 Field Artillary land DUME Island south of Onavaviai
entrance. 18 bombers accompanied by Zeros hit RENDOVA this
afternoon material damage apparently confined to diesel and
ration dumps. No info as to personnel casulaties.

CTEF 32 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC,

Summary for today July 3rd. Estimated 3 CL's 4 DD's fired
about 100 rounds toward RENDOVA plantation from vicinity
Renard Cove at 0245 L (-11) and retired through Balfour
Channel at 0305. RENDOVA bivouac areas and roads in bad
condition preventing rapld dispersal supplies. Air attack
July 2 not intercepted killed possibly 30 wounded 200 troops
no damage to ships. Good beach found at Zanana and Company
A 169th plus reinforcement platoon landed there yesterday
afternoon. Balance of first battalion 172nd planned land

at Zanana early this morning. 103rd Field Artillery less
Battery A plus 172nd anti tank company on Dume Island
(Sasavele Island). Jap twin float plane over GWIN (DD 433)
RADFORD (DD 446) and LST's off RENDOVA about 1900 L July 1lst
dropped float light which falled to ignite. Plane driven
of f by ships AA, RADFORD caught I-1 class sub on surface

at 2007 L July 1lst Lat 8-39 Long 157-35 and sank (Yes I said
sank) sub with gunfire. No reports from VIRU SEGI or WICKHAM.
Plan to execute Rice Anchorage landing early morhing 5 July.
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L S 03 0534 COM 3rd FLEET to CINCSOWESPAC, COM 1st FLEET, COM 7th FLEET etc.

Q@

03 1116
O

o4 0122
o
L

SoPac situation summary. Night 2nd -3 black cats tracked

enemy surface force 7 DLs and DDs to just offshore southwestern
RENDOVA, Possibility of troop landing exists. Vessels subse-
quently attempted shell friendly posits on island. Began re-
tirement 0305 Love (-11) additional RENDOVA details: Total Japs
Killed there 30th now 651 killed 1st. No damage from enemy air
attack midday 1st. Another attack afternoon 2nd resulted in
some damage to fuel and ration dumps., TField artillery regiment
landed DUME ISLAND south of VONAVAISI entrance to ROVIANA LAGOON,
Para, 2 BLUE destroyers bombarded enemy positions WICKHAM Area
1330 Love (-11) 2nd. Para. VIRU secure with few Japs in nearby
hills. 79 Nippers drowned there July lst attempting to cross
river. Para, USS RADFORD escorting LST's RENDOVA to PURVIS
engaged and sank surfaced Jap I class sub in BLANCHE CHANNEL
2007 Love (-11) 1st. Para. Coast watcher reports renewed and
increased activity at Jap barge staging points on south central
CHOISEUL coast, Para, Aerial recce ONATOA and BERU Islands
GILBERT Group from tree top level July 2nd showed no signs
military installations or enemy occupation.

COMSOPAC to COM 1st FLEET, COMSOWESPAC Info COM 7th FLEET ete.

Bringing you up to date on our NEW GEORGIA operations. ComSoPac
daily dope. At dawn today 3rd 12 Lightning escorted Mitchels
searched unsuccessfully for ORANGE task force which shelled
RENDOVA night of 2nd-3rd. Search strike then unloaded bombs on
MUNDA ackack positions, 18 SBDs attacked WICKHAM in support
ground operations at 0800 L(-11) 3rd, Careful aerial inspection
RENDOVA coastline today 3rd reveals hil enemy activity, indica-
tion suspected enemy landing last night perhaps did not materi-
alize. No report of damage from surface shelling., Para, Es-
timated 30 killed 200 wounded result unintercepted Jap air
attack RENDOVA July 2?nd, Para, One reinforced infantry company
landed at ZANANA BEACH on NEW GEORGIA mainland northwest of
ONAVAISI entrance afternoon 2nd., Balance of 1lst battalion 172nd
Infantry planned land there early today.

CTF 31 to COMSOPAC to COMSOWESPAC, CINCPAC,

Herewith todays summary July Lth 1 year after ComAmphforSoPac
sailed from San Francisco., ARMCHAIR VURA VILLAGE captured

July 3rd apnroximately 300 Japs killed remainder on run.

Search for better beaches continues, Our losses relatively
slight. BLACKBOY expect fighter field in operation July 10th.
CATSMEAT. Patroling continues ageinst isolated Japs. Companies
op 4th Marine Raider Battalion casualties 13 men killed 15
wounded 5 missing, Other units CATSMEAT force no casualties,
DOWSER, South Pacific Scout Company landed ZANANA morning 3rd.
BONNETT OP seized Japs had withdrawn, Patrol UGENI killed 4
Japs 10 took to bush, 169th Infantry moved last night to 1717
RENDOVA, 270 cesualties left DOWSER aboard LST this morning
majority result air raid 2 July. 1st Raider Regiment less 3
battalions, 3rd Batt 145 Infantry and 3rd Batt 148 Infantry em-
barked this AM for landing RICE ANCHORAGE tomorr%%IﬁPiﬁeﬁjﬁp to
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08 1235 COMAMPHFORSQPAC to COMSCPAC. CINCPAC, COMINCH, Info-ALL
TFC'S, SOPAC, COMSOWESTPACFOR

o This Part 1 of 3 parts with master number 031255, Para
. The aircraft torpedo attack made on our forces in Blanche

Channel NEW GEORGIA June 30 was of a decidedly higher
character than the 2 other torpedo plane attacks expe-
rienced by originator. About 25 torpedo planes came in
covered In 3 levees to 20,000 feet by the same number of
fighters. Our fighters attacked and shot down 5 enemy
torpedo planes before they came close to the transports
and another of our fighters courageously disregarded the
ships bullets and shot down 1 more enemy plane while at-
tacking. Our surface force comprised 6 transports and
7 destroyers. These ships shot down about 11 enemy planes,
and other enemy planes were later destroyed by our fighters.

{:) Few of their torpedo planes got through.

03 1245 Part 2 of my 031255. Para Apparently enemy torpedo
planes were Ruths or approximates for them., Speed of
dropping torpedoes was estimated at 250 miles per hour
height 20 to 50 feet. Every transport and several of
the screen were separately attacked by from 2 to 4 enemy
planes who seemed to know their objectives. Apparently
they had a well planned attack and certainly they had a

(::} well trained squadron. Torpedoes ran straight without
broaching but were of short range Para In accordance with
custom the transports presented their broadside to suck
in the Japs and then turned 90 degrees away. Apparently
the Japs have not yet solved this tactical trick.

03 1255 Part 3 ComAmphForSoPac 031255. Para The enemy planes

finally attacked at an approximate total angle of 45

> degrees centered about astern of the transports Para

'/ The torpedo which struck the McCAWLEY was watched by the
Task Force Commander as it came up. It was nearly at
end of run when it arrived and hit port side abresst en-
gine room at angle of about 15 degrees to keel. Less
than 1 minute later another torpedo passed parallel to
starboard about 20 feet away and shortly thereafter
broached and stopped. During and after torpedo plane
attack fighter planes strafed several of the ships.
Flghters observed were not the old Zeroes but of a new
type with narrow wings highly maneuverable and very fast.
Their guns were 7.7. These fighters looked to the Task
Force Commander to be simlilar to Freds or improved Nates

' L but with folding wheels, Pllotage of both the torpedo

> planes and fighters appeared to be of a high quality.
Para FARENHOLT was hit amidships by a torpedo which did
not explode dropped from about 300 yards distance. End.
L
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July (GCT)
04 0605 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOWESPAC, COM 1ST FLT Info COM 7TH FLT

05 0322

06 0133

NZNB, ALL TFC'S SOPAC.

According belated report dated July 2nd group of 7 Cor-
sairs engaged 2 formations Jap Zeros totalling 50 planes
east of Rendova early afternoon that day shot down 6 to
loss 3 F4U's 2 pilots. Para. At 1445 L (-11) 3rd 10
Lightnings contacted estimated 50 Jap Zeros over Rendova
shot down 5. We lost 3 planes. 19 Avengers 18 Daunt-
less dropped ton and half-ton daisy cutters on MUNDA
Bivouac area at 1540 L 3rd all planes returning despite
intense AA., Para. CTF 31 reports Vura Village on south-
east Vangunu in Wickham Anchorage Area captured July 3rd.
Approx 300 Japs killed remainder on run. BRlue losses
relatively low, Expect Segi fighter field ready July
10th. Para. At V