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ffii!CftEt "~ . 

June 20th. (Oahu Date) . ~ 
Information regarding the progress in the SOLO~S 

offensive is still sketchy but that which has been received 
indicates that the operation is proceeding according to plan. 
At 0833 (-11) July 1st 17 B-24s attacked VIRU. At 1330 (-11) 
18 T3F and 11 SBD attacked VILA, and at 1410 ten :JBD attacked 
AA. positions at LAJ\If BETI plantation. 25 VB(M), 18 SBD, and 
18 TBF attacked r:UNDA at 1615 ( -11). Com 3rd Fleet 010630 is 
a summary for yesterday. Further information states that the 
enemy lost 101 nlanes in the three strikes made on our force 
off BEHDOVA yesterday. 

The Seventh Air Force will attemut further ~hoto recon-
naissance at JALUIT as soon as possible after 14 July. 

CinCPac 010035 req_uests a minimum of 3 advanced air 
base assemblies for the Central Pacific. 

CominCII 261309 gives a plan for a visit of a British 
Joint Service visit to the Pacific. 

The North and Central Pacific areas were quiet. 

July 1st. (Oahu Date) 

The landing planned at Rice Anchorage (NET.! GEORGIA) for 
Df 3 day may be deferred. In ~eneral, onerations in the Solomons 
are oroceedin~ as nlanned and there is a pos E, i~ility of a troop 
attack on HUHDA about July 8th (-11). 

The North Paci~ic was ~uiet. 

It is indicated that the ~OUTH D.A.YOTA will .join "Dac H'leet 
about the middle of August. 

CinC:?ac 0?0205 deals vJi th the necessitv of ryhoto recon-
naissance in the Central Pacific. '.'!DC" A 30l~OJ requests nhoto 
planes. 
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July 2nd.. (Oahu Date ) 
,'J The North Pacific was quiet. YtftJ 

~~~_.;-':.\ 
The picture of events in the So;(f;f·~acific is not clear cut in details. ComSoPac's 021047 an~ ·o30l45 are sum-maries of events on 2 and 3 July (local). His (ComSoPac) 022300 (pink) orders a delay of one day on all plans and fixes the MUNDA landing on D plus· 10 day. 

ComNorPac's 030151 (pink) indicates determination to meet the tentative target date for KISKA. 

Captain Steele and Sherman left for Washington to present CinCPac's views re the MARSHALLS as per CinCPac's 030021 (pink). 

CominCh's 021437 (pink) raises questions touching CinCPac's area command function and the staff organization best suited to assist him. 

CominCh 012123 (pink) informs of projected aerial mining operation on Asiatic Coast. 

July 3rd. (Oahu Date) 

Belated information from the North Pacific states that a total of 48.7 tons of bombs were dropped on KISY~ 2 July, with damage to three of our planes and three officer crew members wounded. 
~ 

11'1 In South Pacific events are suwnarized ComSoPac's 030534 and 031116. CTF 31's 040122 gives later information. 

CG WDC's 031755Z (pink) concurs in CinCPac's ap-proval of ComNorPac's overall plan and CinCPac's amendment thereto. CinCPac's 042013(pink) approves the plan as amended in the name of CinCPac and CG WDC. () ~ 
\J €) 
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July 4th. (Oahu Date) 

KISKA was clothed in fog - no strike there. Rat 
Island reconnaissance showed no enemy. SHEMYA medium bomber 
strip 87% complete. Aleutian airfield construction is con-
sistently rapid. 

ComAmphforSoPac's three part 031235 is a detailed 
account of the enemy torpedo plane attack on his transports. 

ComSoPac's 040605 contains his summary of NEW GEORGIA 
operations. The shore operations appear to be progressing 
satisfactorily. 

CominCh 041851 (pink) states that his re-deployment 
letter should arrive by courier in a few days. 

July 5th. (Oahu Date) 

No news from North Pacific, apparently quiet. 

In South Pacific, Rear Admiral Ainsworth with 3 CL and 
4 DDs engaged 7 enemy targets KULA GULF early hours of 6th (-11). 
During this action HELENA was lost probably due to enemy torpedoes. 
Enemy composition and losses unknown but he thinks he got all 7 
ships except 1 or 2 cripples. He v..ri thdrew to TULAGI leaving 
NICHOLAS and RADFORD (DDs) to pick up survivors. 

While on this task CDS-21 in NICHOLAS reported that o~ 
1000 (-11) 6th he believes that he destroyed 1 enemy 4 stack 
cruiser with torpedoes, sank 1 destroyer and damaged another. 
His two ships had rescued 569 men and 50 officers when he had to 
desist because of enemy plane and sub attacks. 

The night of the 4th-5th (-11) date STRONG was tor-
pedoed in KULA GULF while part of a bombardment task group. She 
survived until 0123 (-11) 5th when she sank. CiillVALIER rescued 
7 officers and 231 men. 

As yet only the ba~e outline of action in KULA GULF 
is known. 

Ashore operations appear to be proceeding according 
to plan. CTF 31 (Rear ·Adm. Turner) 050322 and 060133 are sum-
maries of the 5th and 6th (-11). ComSoPac 060645 is his summary. 

CinCPac's 052047, ComNorPac 060350 and CinCPac 060655 
all pink deal with plan to air strike PARAMUSHIRO in order to 
discourage enemy from shuttling planes from there to SOLOMONS. 

® 
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July 6th. (Oahu Date) 

Belated news from North Pacific regarding the 5th 
(/10) g ives no activity because of fog . On the 4th recon-
naissance g roup found no evide nce of enemy occupation on 
SEMISOPOCHP OI Island but found suitable site for fi ghter 
strip near Sugar Loaf Head. On the 6th (/10) Rear Adm. 
Giffen's cruisers heavily bombarded coastal batteries KISY~, 
hampered somewhat by fog. Planes are being made ready for 
PARAMUSHIRO air strike on the 7th. 

In South Pacific further details came in of night 
action previously mentioned, but results are still obscure. 
There were · air strikes on BALLALE and Y~HILI. Enemy launched 
heavy air attack on RENDOVA at 1345 (-11). 9 Zeros and 3 . 
medium bombers were knocked down, with one of our F4U's miss-
ing. Apparently land operations are progressing satisfactorily. 
Enemy has numerous submarines in NETV GOEOGIA Area, some of 
midget type. 

ComSoPac's 070626 is his summary. 

ComSoPac's 070008 (pink) is a plea for more fighter 
aircraft in his area. 

·July 7th. (Oahu Date) 
@ 

No activity in North Pacific because of fog. The air 
strike on PARM.IDSHIRO was postponed because of terminal weather. 

In South Pacific, ComSoPacfs summary not received. 
Rear Adm. Merrill swept up NEV·l GEORGIA STRAIT and encountered 
no surface craft. He was shadowed by an enemy plane. Daylight 
plane sweeps in same area revealed no enemy ships. 

CTF 31 (Rear Adm. Turner) 080121 is a summary of mil-
itary situation. Col. Liversedge at RICE ANCHORAGE, KULA GULF 
appears to have lost touch with his seniors, and some concern 
is felt for his supplies. 

ComSoPac's 010443 reviews his exchange of dispatches 
with G.O.C. New Zealand Military Forces re New Zealand divisional 
organization. 

CinCPac's 080441 pink will sail ENTERPRISE to PUGET 
SOUND on 14 July to complete by 30 October, unless othenlise 
directed. 
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July 8th. (Oahu Date) 

Again PARMviDSHIRO air raid was postponed because of 
weather. No usual summary of events from North Pacific. 

ComSoPac's 080947 is his summary for the 7th (-11) 
and his 090600 for the 8th (-11). Col. Liversedge in the RICE 
ANCHORAGE was in communication with a plane and supplies will 
be dropped for him. 

ComSoPac's 090502 pink contains his plan to place a 
corps commander in com..rnand at NEW GEORGIA of all ground forces 
and attached naval units at an appropriate time. 

The increasing destruction of enemy tankers by our 
submarines is gratifying. 

July 9th. (Oahu Date) 

ComNorPac's summary for both 8th and 9th indicated 
nothing unusual - fog interfered with operations both days. 
9 medium and 8 additional PBY's began basing at ATrru. SHEMYA 
medium bomber strip is now 88% complete. Apparently the PARA-
MUSHIRO air strike is still held up by weather. 

In SoPac the bombardment by T.G. 36.2 is postponed 
to night 11-12 (-11) due to Hester not being in desired position 
for the assault. No sumr.1ary from ComSoPac. CTF 31 - 100123 
in his summary for the 9th (-11). 

ComAirPac's 090455, CinCPac's 100227 and CinCPac's 
100327 (all pink) are exploratory as regards getting more 
fighter aircraft for ComSoPac. 

CominCh 081210 informs that J.C.S~ have reduced the 
category of defense in continental sea frontiers including 
Panama. This should operate to provide more personnel and 
material for fighting zones. 

Major General Alexander Vandegrift, USMC relieved 
Major General C.B.- Vogel, USMC as 1st MarA.mphCorps in SoPac. 
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SBORET 

July lOth. (Sahu Date) 

ComNorJ?ac' s- 110911 is his sumri1ary. 8 planes dropped 
bombs on PAR.AlvlUSHIRO STRAITS Area in d.r. run from Cape Lapatka 
because of heavy overcast - results not observed, and returned 
safely to base. Our aircraft struck heavily and turned back a 
four ship convoy headed for KISKA well to the vvestward of the 
latter place. One ship was sunk, one badly damaged, and two 
hit. 

ComSoPac's 100600 is his summary. Events are shaping 
for MUNDA assault tomorrow. 

ComSoPac's 110421 (pink) is a proposed modification 
of his minor strategy in NE"~N GEORGIA involving a by-pass of 
VILA. He asks for comnent from CTF 31 and ComAirSoPac. It 
appears both suitable and feasible. 

Two of our subs apparently severely damaged an XAV , 
and XCL. 

PEruAIT in a highly successful cruise against enemy 
unfortunately sunk a Russian trawler, killing 2 people. She 
will be directed to a port in the ALEUTIAN Chain to turn over 
survivors. 

July 11th. (Oahu Date) 

ComNorPac's 112055 and 120929 are his surmnary for 
the 11th (/10). 5 Liberators making a second attack on PARA-
MUSHIRU were forced back by weather _200 miles short of goal. 

No summary from ComSoPac. The MUNDA bombardment by 
Rear Adm. l11errill was carried out according to plan. Col. 
Liversedge seems to have the Rice Anchorage - Enogai - Bairoko 
area in hand. No news of the expected assault on MUNDA. 

CinCPac 112347 (pink) informs CominCh of airmailed 
reply to his 021437 re command and staff organization of CinCPac. 

Co~~orPac 120015 (pink) gives as his opinion no CVE 
necessary for KISKA operation. fO. _ 

\.M\1\.,/ ~ 
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<SECRET 

July 12th. (Oahu Date) 

Activities in North Pacific were nil because of fog. 

In South Pacific fairly complete details were re-
ceived of TG 36.1 (R.Adm. Ainsworth) night encounter, early 
morning 13th (-11) HONOLULU and ST. LOUIS each received a 
torpedo hit forward, LEANDER one amidships, and GWIN was ul-
timately sunk as result of after engine room torpedo hit. 
Cruisers reached TULAGI. Damage to enemy unknown, but R.Adm. 
Ainsworth believes one cruiser and three destroyers sunk. 

AUSTRALIA and HOBART from 7th Fleet are to join Com-
SoPac at suggestion General MacArthur. 

News of ground activity is scant. 

July 13th. (Oahu Date) 

No news from North Pacific. 

Com 3rd Fleet 130846 is his summary for the 12th (-11) 
and his 140447 for the 13th (-11). 

CTF 31 140240 gives the MUNDA ground forces situation. 
The grid map referred is not available. This dispatch of R.Adm. 
Turner indicates that he is confident of the ultimate taking of 
MUNDA by ear marking defense forces for the place on its capture. 
It would appear we have now 9 to 10,000 troops about equally 
divided northeast and east of the MUNDA field. 

Com 3rd Fleet 140406 pink requests replacements for 
his damaged cruisers. 

CominCh 132058 pink orders return of VICTORIOUS to U-K 
to start not later than 1 August. 

CinCPac 132137 pink allocates area south of TRUK to 
ComSoPac for his submarine operations. 
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SECR-E'f 

July 14th. {Oahu Date) 

No news of importance from North Pacific. 

CTF 31 - 150254 is a summary of the ground situation 
at MUNDA. 

ComAirSols 151245 describes repulse of enemy air at-
tack on RENDOVA with claims of shooting down 30 zeros and 15 
medium bombers with only 3 of our pilots missing. Evidence 
accumulates of apparent decreasing skill on part of enemy 
aviators. 

R.Adm. T. s. Wilkinson relieved R.Adm. R. K. Turner 
in command of AmphibFor SoPac. 

CinCPac's 150005 pink is his reply to Com 3rd Fleet's 
request for cruiser replacements. 

July 15th.. (Oahu De. te) 

ComNorPac's 150629 is his summary for the 14th (tlO). 
MONAGHAN bombarded GERTRUDE COVE , KISKA. ComNorPac's 160913 
is his summary for the 15th (flO). KIKKA continues to be bom-
barded from sea and air. 

Summaries are slow getting in from ComSoPac. Com3rd-
Flt's 150547 is his for the 14th (-11). On 15th (-11) land op-
erations N~N GEORGIA passed to Army Command, Major General Gris-
wold. A task group of DD's and APD's successfully evacuated a 
large party (15 officers and 162 men), survivors from HELENA on 
VELLA LAVELLA plus 16 prisoners. Ships saw Jap naval personnel 
in water who resisted capture. 

Our subs to north of TRUK were unsuccessful in hitting 
enemy carrier~ bound there. 

o\. 

CominCh 141300 (pink) states his views re asking more 
planes from Army for SoPac. 
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-sECRET 

July 16th. (Oahu Date) 

ComNorPac's 170639 is his summary for the 16th (/10). 
Operations hampered by fog. 

In South Pacific CHINCOTEAGUE heavily bombed south of 
VANIKORO by enemy air probably from NAURU. 

CTF 31's 170422 is his summary of ground operations 
for the 16th (-11) in MUNDA area. Com3rdFlt 160545 is his sum-
mary of the 15th (-11). 

A very heavy air strike on KAHILI shipping from 0920 -
0940 on the 16th (-11) resulted in sinking following enemy ships: 
1 CL or DL, 2 DDs, 1 PC, 2 AKs, 1 AO and 1 AK damaged and beached 
according to preliminary report. Enemy lost 44 Zeros and we have 
5 planes missing. 

July 17th. (Oahu Date) 

DesRon 22 attacked three enemy DDs in the Vella Gulf 
and reports one enemy DD possibly sunk. This was a daylight 
action but the time of day was not reported. During the day 
large air strikes were made in the MUNDA Area to support the 
ground forces. A large air strike was made against shore posi-
tions and shipping in the Buin Area at 0930 (-11) the 18th. 
One AK was reported sunk and 2 DD and 1 AK hit by bombs. 13 
Zeros were shot down, and our loss was 4 VF. LST 342 was sunk 
by enemy torpedoes on the 18th off Wickham (New Georgia). The 
CHINCOTEAGUE was badly damaged by bombs in the New Georgia Area 
but may be saved. 

The THRESHER reported sinking 20000 tons and damaging 
19000 tons of enemy shipping while on patrol in the Philippine 
Area. 

In the North Pacific plans are underway to bomb PARA-
MUSHIRO tomorrow. Three flights will be made, the first taking 
off from ATTU at 0500. The GILLIS, TEAL, and CASCO will assist 
the planes. 

The Central Pacific was .quiet. 

There were no new enemy developments. 
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July 18th. {Oahu Date) 

At 0830 {-11) 19th 20 SBD and 18 TBF attacked enemy 
positions north of MUNDA. Com 3rd Flt 190552 is an operation 
summary for the 18th {-11). Between 0137 and 0239 {-11} 19th 
9 B-17s attacked in the BUIN area. 

The CHINCOTEAGUE is being towed to port by the SONOMA. 
There was doubt yesterday as to whether or not she could be 
saved. 

The planned strikes were made on PARAMUSHIRO from ATTU 
today. The S-35 reports two hits in a cannery ship off the 
west coast of ~~CHATKA. If this is a Jap ship it would indi-
cate Jap fishing in the Sea of OKHOTSK. 

There are continued evidence of enemy reenforcements 
to the SOLOMONS, but no change in major Jap units. 

~ 0) July 19th. (Oahu Date) 

A Tokyo Express of 3 CL, 6 DD, 2 APs were sighted by 
search planes in the VELLA GULF shortly after midnight the 20th 
(-11}. The following morning the Express was attacked by our 
bombers and fighters. Reported results follow - 1 CL sunk, 
2 DD sunk, 1 DD probably sunk, 1 DD and 1 AP sunk; four own 
bombers were lost. It is doubtful if the cruiser was sunk. 
Between 0030 and 0258 (-11) 20th 18 B-24s attack KIHILI. At 
1610 (-11) 20th 36 VBM attacked enemy gun position near LAMBETI 
(NEW GEORGIA) in support of ground troops. 

The HOBART was hit by a sub torpedo at 2000 (-11) 20th 
about 150 miles west of ESPIRITU SANTO. Last reports indicate 
the ship proceeding to ESPIRITU at 7 knots • . This again raises 
the question of surface vessels patrolling a line in known sub-
marine waters. The fast BBs and two CVs are proceeding to a 
point 250 miles south of the RUSSELLS. Why this move is being 
made is not clear as information here does not show suitable 
targets for such~formidable force in or near the North CORAL 
SEA or the SOLOMONS SEA. Enemy submarine activities continue 
along our lines of communication between ESPIRITU and NEW GEORGIA. 

Troops continue pressure on the ~IDA area but no sub-
stantial gains are reported. Reenforcements are planned to 
RENDOVA from GUADALCANAL the night of the 20th-21st (-11). 
Little troop activity is reported in the HUON GULF area. Evi~ 
dently the ~N GUINEA operation is not underway in force now. 
No recent reports have been received regarding progress in 
KIRTNINA and WOODLARK. I 

As a result of recent enemy action Admiral Halsey sent 
his 200041 and 192349 both pink requesting DDs and SSs. Com 
7th Fleet 190821 pink requests DDs ~ 

(Continued) 1.522 
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July 19th. (Oahu Date) (Continued) 

Funafuti was raided by three enemy bombers last night. 
Only slight damage was reported. 

The DELLWOOD grounded while laying a cable between 
S~ITA and ATTU today. Salvage seems probable. Bad weather 
in the western ALEUTIANS prevented air operations. 

July 20th. (Oahu Date) 

The South Pacific Area was comparatively quiet today. 
HOBART is making satisfactory progress toward ESPIRITU SANTO. 
Because the power lead in the cruiser floating drydock at 
ESPIRITU grounded out when preparing to dock the ST. LOUIS, 
two weeks delay may be expected in docking the cruisers damaged 
recently in the NEVI GEORGIA area. 

The Central Pacific was quiet. The ground reconnais-
sance of the Ellice Islands has been completed and members of 
the reconnaissance party are now at CinCPac headquarters with 
their report. There seems to be good possibility of construct-
ing an air strip at both NUKUFETAU and NANOMEA. 

_,--- -
Rear Admiral Turner has arrived ~t Pearl and will start 

work at once on Central Pacific operations. The Joint Chiefs of 
Starr met today and may consi.der Central Pacific Operations. Al-
though no directive has been received from the JCofS, plans ·are 
going ahead for the seizure of the MARSHALLS. 

CinCPac 210119 (pink) states that no additional Pac 
Fleet subs can be sent to the SoPac as requested yesterday. 

The DELLWOOD sank early this morning in the ATTU area. 
Two DDs bombarded KISKA at 0200 (flO) today. Results were not 
observed. Further bombardment plans are in ComNorPac 210055. 
Photos of PARAMUSHIRO show 1 CA, 3 CLs, 10 DDs . -PC's, 4 AK at 
the naval anchorage; and 6 DDs-PCs, 6 AKs and about 75 fishing 
boats at KATOAKA. e\JS\V @ 
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July 21st. (Oahu 

The summary of operations in the 11UNDA area is contained 
in CTF 31 220307. The Army troops seem incapable of further of-
fensive operations until the 25th (-11) which probably is due to 
exhaustion from jungle fighting because they are not battle season-
ed troops. A large group of our planes attack shipping in the 
BUIN area at 1600 (-11) 22nd and report sinking 1 ACV and hitting 
1 DD. At 1624 (-11) 22nd 16 Army VBH attacked 1 cruiser or DL 
and 2 DD in the BUIN area. Results were not observed. 

Captain E.A.M. Gendreau (MC) USN, Fleet Surgeon, was 
killed in action as a result of an enemy dive bombing raid at 
RENDOVA on the afternoon of the 21st (-11). 

A minor raid was made by the enemy on FUNAFUTI at 0545 
(fl2) 21st. 

Our submarines continue to make successful attacks on 
enemy shipping. The SAWFISH reports sinking one and damaging two 
ships of a convoy for 24,000 tons in Empire Waters; and the HADDOCK 
reports hitting all four ships of a troop laden convoy north of 
the PELEWS. 

JCS 202204 pink is a directive for operations in the 
GILBERTS and NAURU. 

The INDIANA and VICTORIOUS have been directed to proceed 
to PEARL. The INDIANA will go to the NYPH for additional AA guns 
and the VICTORIOUS will proceed to U-K via the PANAMA CANAL and 
East Coast of U.S.A. 

c. G.- SAMOA has been asked by MarCorps what personnel and 
equipment is necessary for the early movement and operations of 
the 22nd Marines and the 2nd, 7th, and 8th Defense Battalions. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

July 22nd. (Oahu Date) 

An attempt will be made to land supplies tonight at ENOGAI 
by APDs and DDs. TF 36.2 will cover. Com 3rd Fleet has issued a 
directive relieving DDs in TF 31. This should be completed by 1 
August. Smrunary of operations in the MUNDA area is contained in 
CTF 31 230420. 

A coordinated bombardment was made on targets on KISKA by 
TG of BBs, cruisers and DDs. Weather was good. Bombing missions 
were also carried out against KISKA targets. 

- Continued -
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July 22nd. (Oahu Date) - Continued -

Our submarines continue to make successful attacks on 
enemy shipping. TROUT reports sinking an AO and damaging an AK 
in EAST INDIES waters. 

VD-3, basing at FUNAFUTI, will make a reconnaissance of 
OCEAN ISLAND about 26 July. ( -11). 

Maj. Gen. Price, CG SAMOA, arrived at PEARL for conference 
on Central Pacific operations. 

In his 222230 pink Admiral Halsey requests that the 
WASHINGTON be sent to the SOPAC prior to the release of the 
INDIANA. 

Com 3rd Fleet, in reply to CinCPac 210119 stated that 
additional areas south of TRUK are not desired. 

ComAirSoPac 222112 pink discusses return of certain avi-
ation units from SOPAC for Central Pacific Operations. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

July 23rd. (Oahu Date) 

ComSoPac 240532 is a summary of operations in the ~mNDA 
area. During last night troop reenforcements were successfully 
landed at ENOGAI and casualties evacuated. Two large air strikes 
were made in the MUNDA area during the day, one of which was in 
direct support of our troops in NEW GEORGIA. 

CinCPac 240115 requests ComSoPac comment on a proposal 
to use the 19th replacement battalion to bring the 22nd Marines 
at SAMOA up to complement. CinCPac 240221 states that Y~G-13 is 
no longer available to ComSoPac. 

The INDIANA will be sailed north as previously directed. 
Admiral Halsey estimates that Jap strength in TRUK area by mid-
August will require great surface strength available to him. 
Decision is pending regarding the relief of· the INDIANA by the 
WASHINGTON. CinCPac 232131 pink and ComSoPac ~f '-Pink. 

#3. 
The TINOSA reported 12 torpedo hits in the TONAN MARU 

For some reason only one torpedo exploded. 
-Com 3rd Fleet 230400 pink is a reorganization of SOPAC 

forces. 

The RUNNER, which had been ordered to patrol in Empire 
waters is overdue, and must be presumed lost. 

~ <:0 
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July 24th. (Oahu Date). 

Two very large air attacks were made by a total of 250 
of our planes on enemy positions in the MUNDA area during the 
day. Our DDs also bombarded the area. No report has been re-
ceived regarding troop action although an offensive was planned 
for today. CTF 31 250158 is a summary for the day of the NEW 
GEORGIA operation. 

6 B-24s attacked WAKE today. One was lost by enemy 
action near WAKE and another crashed on landing at MIDWAY. The 
enemy was alerted and intercepted the bombers with about 22 VFs. 
AA fire was heavy and accurate. 

The PORPOISE reports sinking 17000 tons enemy shipping 
while on patrol in the MARSI~LLS. 

The North and Central Pacific areas were quiet. 

The agenda for the next CinCPac-CominCh conference has 
been received. CominCh 241558 (pink). 

July 25th. (Oahu Date). 

The N~V GEORG1A area was generally quiet. Final push 
on MUNDA was scheduled for yesterday but no report has been re-
ceived as to progress. Jap VF's and VB's intercepted our patrol, 
dive bombed and strafed RENDOVA Beach but no reports have as yet 
been received. 8 Zeros were shot down. We lost 2 P-39's and 
4 P-40(s. CTF 31's 260445 is a summary of the day's activities. 

Bombing of KISKA was resumed 24 July (/10) with 15! 
tons falling on various targets. There seems to be some surface 
activity in the area but details are now lacking. Some enemy 
attempt may be made to reinforce KISKA. 

12 B-24's are scheduled to leave MIDWAY for a bombing 
mission against WAKE at 16452/26. 

The Central Pacific area was generally quiet. 

CinCPac 252007 requests CTF 16 . plans in the North Pa-
cific after the KISKA operation. 

CominCh's 251735 states that the SOUTH DOKOTA and 
ALABAMA plus BIRMINGHAM will proceed to the Pacific in the next 
month or so. 

Our lack of radio security of plane movements makes it 
possible for the enemy to get valuable information. Corrective 
steps are being taken. 



~ECRE'I' 

July 26th (Oahu Date) 

Our bombers made heavy raids against the MUNDA area. Ground forces are advancing slowly. No report of casualties 
has yet been received. Com 3rd Fleet 260558 and 270622 report 
events in the general area. Photos show what appea~to be a 
concentration of air strength at KAHIL!. 

Our submarines are still active. HADDOCK attacked 
two loaded tankers and forced them to return to PALAU, damaging 
one. 

TG 16.7 fired on radar targets west of AMCHITKA for 40 minutes. 13 bombing missions dropped 108 tons of assorted bombs on various KI~KA targets. 

4 B-24's from MIDWAY carried out another bombing 
mission against WAKE. A& was accurate and intense. 20-30 
zeros intercepted of which 9 were shot down with 4 more probables and 5 damaged. Enemy pilots seemed to be experienced a~d highly trained, 

CinCPac 270455, (Pink) informs Admiral Eing and Halsey 
of plans for occupations in the ELLICE ISLANDS. 

July 27th (Oahu Date) 

Our planes attacked both the MUNDA area and 
VILA today. Aside from these, no activity has been reported 
from the NEW GEORGIA area, 

Our submarines still make encouraging reports. 
SAWFISH reports sinking 26000 tons and damaging 18000 during /hll a recent patrol in the China Sea. Among those sunk was a 1 loaded AP. 

Six bombing missions were able to operate today 
against KISKA. There are no indications of any enemy surface 
forces in the Alaskan Area, but our forces are operating upon 
the assumption that they are still within striking distance. 

The Pacific areas were quiet. 

CinCPac 281941 pink is a directive to CG Samoa 
for the ELLICE ISLAND operation. 

Cominch 272310 pink requests recommendations for a 
move of 6 APA and 2 AKA to the Pacific. This was answered in 
CinCPac 282135, 
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July 28th (Oahu Date) 

Light bombing and strafing raids were the only air 
activity reported in the N~N GEORGIA area. No report of the 
general area has been received. A heavy air strike against 
BUIN shipping and KAHILI was postponed a day or two because 
of weather. 

No report of the Alaskan area has been received. 
That area seems quiet. 

The Pacific Ocean is generally quiet. 

(Pink) 281941 CinCPaJ to C$m~n Samoa is a directive 
to occupy and defend NUKUFETA a ~ \NAlVDMEA in the ELLICE ISLANDS. 

(Pink) 282135 CinCPac to bominCh recommends certain 
troop movements from the East to West Coast and from the West 
Coast to Pearl in conjunction with the proposed assignment of 
APA's and AKA's to CinCPac as advised in (pink) CominCh 272310 
to CinCPac. 

July 29th (Oahu Date) 

The only air activity in the NEW GEORGIA area con-
sisted of two bombing raids on the west shore of Boeroko. Two 
APC's delivered supplies to Enogai without incident. The con-
dition of the ground forces is somewhat static with some success 
by tanks and flame throwers. The line of the 43rd division is 
approximately north and south. 

Activity in the Alaskan area was greatly curtailed be-
cause of weather. Patrol plane radar contact disclosed 7 pos-
sible ships #outhwest of ATTU at 53-26 N, 167-30 E. Fog prevented 
any sightings. This may be an attempt to reinforce KISKA. 

(Pink) 300250, ComGen Samoa to MarCorps states the 
strength of the various units under his command. 

(Pink) 291850, ComWesSeaFron to ComNorPac announces 
the sailing of T.G. 51.2. 
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July 30th (Oahu Date) 

Our planes heavily bombed 1ffiNDA POINT and GURASAI on one 
mission and BALLALE ISh~D on another. Col. Liversedge has taken 
up a defensive position and is restricting movements to aggressive 
local patrols. Com 3rd Fleet 310636 contains a summary of ground 
operations. 

Offensive air operations against KISKA were curtailed 
because of weather. Searches were also curtailed. FARRAGUT and 
HULL bombarded targets on KISKA with no return fire. 

ComSoPac 310052 (pink) gives some changes in his directive 
to the ground forces in the operations ae:;ainst NE:W GEORGIA. 

for the 
CominCh 302157 (pink) designates the 27th Army Division 
proposed operations against the GIJ"BERTS and MARSHALLS. 4; 

~ (;1~ ~()-~ 
\._,~ July 31st (Oahu Date) 

Activity in South Pacific confined prim~rily to two heavy 
bombings of 1-IUNDA area and one of the VILA STANMORE area. Little 
change in the ground situation except for movement at one point of 
our eastern attack force to within 1500 yards of 11UNDA airfield. 

All air activity in the ALASKAN area stopped because of 
weather. 

KISKA radio not heard since 29th. This may indicate either 
destruction of radio facilities by bombardments or bombing or the 
possible evacuation of the KISKA earrison radio personnel. 

Other than above Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet. 

Com 3rd Fleet 310630 and 310641 contain reorganization of 
SoPac Task Forces. 
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1 August (Oahu Date) 'Z.._l'LA. :SI!Jf!J 
There was much air activity in the NEW GEORGIA area today. 

Heavy raids were carried out against Y~ILI, BAIROKO HARBOR and 
WEBSTER COVE. PTs and DDs operated in BLANCHE CHANNEL during the 
night. ComGen SoPac 010440 is a general summary of events in the 
area. 

Our submarines are still active. POGY reports scoring 
2 hits on an XAV in the Mandates. 

Air activity was confined to one radar controlled raid on 
KISKA because of weather. KISKA radio continues silent. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet. 

011359 (pink) CinCLant to CinCPac announces the arrival of 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABMLA and SOUTH DAKOTA and 5 DD at the CANAL ZONE ~ 
about 24 August. C,. f../' / 

lA' s 0 2 August (Oahu Date) ' \ 

Little has happened afloat in the I\TEW GEORGIA area. Ashore 
the 43rd Division has advanced on the left to the east end of the 
MtJNDA airfield while the right has occupied BIBOLO HILL. The 37th 
Division is advancing along the entire line against stiffening 
resistance. No reports have been received concerning air activity. 

Two air missions bombed targets on KISKA. Battleships and 
cruisers, escorted by destroyers carried out an hour's bombardment 
of KISKA targets while two destroyers carried out a later bombard-
ment of the same targets. ComNorPac's four part 021041 (not herein) 
is a summary of activities in the Alaskan Area for the month of 
July. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

030915 (pink) ComNorPac to CinCPac sets D-Day for COTTAGE 
as 24 August which he considers is the earliest practicable date. ~ 

l;V t ~-
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3 August (Oahu Date) 

Admiral Nimitz returned to PEARL from a CominCh-CinCPac conference at SAN FHANCISCO. 

Our PTs were active in BLACKETT STRAIT during the night, 
reporting several torpedo hits on enemy DDs. Our ground forces 
are advancing against strong enemy resistance. A combat patrol 
went through from ENOGAI to the southern lines today without 
meeting enemy resistance. 

-
Our planes bombed TARAWA on 28 July with no definite 

results reported. 

No report has been received of any action in the ALEUTIAN 
Area. c.e.,1V<ll 

The ~Pacific Ocean Area is generally quiet. 

040708 (pink) Com Jrd Fleet to CinCPac offers suggestions 
for administration of certain areas in the Pacific. 

CinCPac 032211 (pink) expresses the necessity of meeting 
the COTTAGE target date (See ComNorPac 030915 noted yesterday). ~ 

There were no new enemy developments. 

4 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes have been active in the NEW GEORGIA Area, staging 
a bombing raid on REKATA while our VFs intercepted a large number of 
Zeros over RE~IDOVA. These latter were driven off with heavy losses. 
Our loss was very light. Ground forces made better progress today. 
The Japs are now surrounded in the ~.IDNDA area. It is planned to 
send the 35th Infantry to }~N GEORGIA, arriving 8 August. General 
Harmon returned to KOLI POINT this morning. 

Heavy bombing attacks have been carried out against KISKA 
yesterday and today. Antiaircraft fire on the island seems progres-
sively vveaker. 

USS TUNA and USS GROUPER arrived in BRISBANE within the 
last week. Each reported having been depth charged by friendly 
planes in the SOLOMONS-1--TEW GUINEA Area, which resulted in considerable 
minor damage. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

Cominch has requested NARNHAL or NAUTILUS for operations in 
the Western Pacific. It is tentatively planned to have NAU11ILUS 
available to ComSoPac by 1 October for this operation. 

-Continued -
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4 Ausust (Oahu Date) (Cont'd) 

Rear Admiral C.H. McMorris relieved Vice Admiral H.A. 
Spruance as Chief of Staff and DeDuty CinCPac. Vice Admiral 
Spruance assmned co~nand of the Central Pacific Force. 

050432 (pink) Com 3rd Fleet to CinC SowesPac discusses 
the transfer of four submarines from TF 72 to TF71. 

ComNorPac to CinCPac 050931 (pink) discusses D-day for 
the Operation against Ki fKA . CominCh concurs with CinCPac that 
D-day should not be postponed. 

CinCPac to CominCh 032125 (pink) requests that tvventy 
small landing craft for use during Central Pacific Operations c, 
be obtained from the Army. 

5 August (Oahu Date) 

The I\·'1JNDA airfield has been captured after 12 days fighting. 
Mopping up operations are now in progress. There are 1671 known 
Jap killed, 25 prisoners. Limited air activity continued in the 
area. 

Bombing of KISKA_ continued with one mission of B-24s today. 
Photos show large scale d~1age to buildings including the 2 radio 
stations. This may account for the absence of any KISKA radio on 
the air as recently noted herein. DDs again bombarded KISKA targets. 

PETO reports sinking a naval auxiliary and damaging an AO 
during a recent patrol north of the BI3~ARCK ARCHIPELAGO. 

CinCPac to PacFleet 050301 designates the Central Pacific 
Force as Task Force 10 and lists its initial composition. 

More aircraft are needed in the continental U.S. for train-
_ing and forming new units. All shipments must be curtailed as much 
as possible commensurate with the need for combat replacements. It 
is impractical to divert VFs for support and formation of additional 
1\TEW ZEALA1TD unit s • 

CinCPac to ComGenHawDept 052217 (pink) is a directive to 
make preparations to occupy and defend Bft~R ISLAND. 

CinCPac to CominCh 060159 (pink) requests relief as soon as 
possible for Marines in SAMOA to permit their use in GILBERT-NAURU 
operations. 

CinCPac to CominCh 060341 (pink) requests action on changes 
in amphibious forces in the Pacific. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were genera lly quiet. L)J.--

CinCPac 052255 pink and ComNorPac 050110 pink discuss D-~3 2 
for COTTAGE. ijW" 



SECRET 

6 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes bombed REKATA BAY heavily. All AA was reported 
silenced in the target area. T.G. 31.2 engaged 4 enemy ships, in-
cluding a cruiser, in VELLA GULF and reported definitely sinking 
3 with the fourth probable. We suffered no damage or casualties. 
MUNDA airfield is now being cleaned and repaired and should soon 
be in operation. The 25th Division is advancing northward and 
may develop enemy contacts. 

Searches operated from ADAK and ATTU. No bombing missions 
operated against KISKA. Two of our DD's boinbarded KISKA targets, 
each firing 50 rounds. No damage or casualties were sustained, as 
the enemy did not return the fire. Hits were reported in the tar-
get area. · 

The Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet~ 

CominCh to CinCPac ¢61952 discusses the movement of the 
6th Division. 

VCNO to Com-11, Com-15 ¢61940 (pink) announces the depar-
ture of troops and transports from NORFOLK on 24 August for SAN 
DIEGO. 

CinCPac to CominCh ¢62221 (pink) requests the movement 
of LCT's to FUNAFUTI. 

CinCPac to CominCh ¢61945 (pink) suggests employment of 
BARACUDA, BONITA, and BASS to supply Filipino guerillas. 

ComSoPac ¢70551 gives estimates to move 2nd MarDiv to lt 
~ NANDI. 

7 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes carried out two large bombing missions, one 
against BAIROKO Harbor and the other against VILA. Many hits were 
reported. A large force of J"ap planes attacked RENDOVA but were 
driven off. One hit was reported on an army hospital which killed 
6. There has been no report of ground activities. 

Weather prevented any missions against KISKA. Searches 
were carried out by radar plane from ADAK. 

A large bombing mission operated against SALAMAUA. Many 
hits were reported. 

CNO to CinCPac 061940 (pink) discusses the shipment of 
D~N's to the SOPAC area. 

(Continued) 
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~~CinCPac to ComGen SAMOA 080145 (pink) requests an estimate 
of .:t:B:e 1\<J; roops needed to relieve those in SAlviOA. 

It seems probable that CinC Combined and CinC Jrd are at 
TRUK. No major move of enemy surface craft is expected south of 
TRUK in the near future. 

CG HawDept 4-qo1 (,~ requests authority to move Army troops 
in the Pacific, and that CG HawDept be designated CG Army Troops ~ 
Central Pacific. 

8 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes carried out heavy bombing raids against VILA 
airfields. REKATA BAY was strafed. Our ground forces are advanc-
ing north of MUNDA although hampered by rain and bad terrain. Work 
on the 1IDNDA airfield progresses. 

Searches in ALASKA were curtailed and bombing missions 
against KISKA were cancelled because of weather. 2 DDs again 
bombarded KISKA targets with no return fire. S-30 reports sinking 
1 AK with another probable in the vicinity of ARAIDO off PARAMUSHIRO. 

CinCPac to CominCh 090043 gives an estimate of additional 
non-combatant shipping required to support planned Central Pacific 
Operations. 

CinCPac 082049 (pink) directs diversion of DUKW's to FUNAFUTI 
and estimates of these for the future. 

The enemy continues to strengthen positions in the MARSHA~S 
and GILBERTS. tt~~ ~ 

9 August (Oahu Date) 

Our VFs intercepted and turned back a large force of VFs and 
VB(M)s over the RENDOVA-NEW GEORGIA area. One flank of the ground 
forces encountered some frontal resistance 7000 yards N NW of MUNDA 
while the other flank made contact with Blue patrols on the BAIROKO 
River 4000 yards south of BAIROKO Harbor. 

No report has been received from the ALEUTIANS. 

ComGen SAMOA to CinCPac 091940 (pink) is an estimate of the 
Army forces needed to defend the SAMOAN Area. 

SubComServPac to VCNO 091806 (pink) discusses sending 
amphibious trucks to FUNAFUTI. 

ComSoPac to Comdt MarCor 100357 (pink) is a recomrr1endation 
as to the relief of Lt.Gen. Vandegrift. 

ComNorPac to CinCPac 100615 (pink) sets the D-Day for 
1634 

COTTAGE. 11. r Y @ 



J/Cf.As.r - ·: 
!;,-

10 August (Oahu Date) 

Air operations were restricted throughout the NEN GEORGIA area because of weather. A small formation of B-24s bombed REKATA. Ground forces in the MUNDA area continue to advance against stiffen-ing resistance. The right flank has joined elements of our northern force near the headwaters of the BAEROKO River. / 
Heavy bombing was carried out against KISKA today. Our DDs also bombarded the usual targets. 9 B-24s are scheduled to attack PARAMUSHIRO tomorrow D hour to be designated later. 
CinCPac to CominCh 110611 discusses the availability of transports and cargo ships for the Pacific Fleet. 
CinCPac to ComNorPac 102215 (pink) requests an estimate as to completion of the COTTAGE Operation so that assault shipping used therein may be used in other Pacific Operations. 

ComSoPac to CinCPac and CinCSoWesPac 100112 (pink) discusses the occupation of VELLA LAVELLA and sets the target date. 
In answer to CominCh 071538 (pink) CinCPac 110631 (pink) withdraws suggestion contained in 061945 (herein) for V-type sub-marines for special mission in the Western Pacific. ~ 

11 August (Oahu Date) 

The NEW GEORGIA area was quiet. 

A mission of 9 B-24s bombed targets on PARAMUSHIRO. 5, of 40 intercepting aircraft were shot down. 2 own planes failed to return. A lone reconnaissance plane made a nuisance raid on KISKA. 
The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 
CinCPac 120455 (pink) requests comment of ComSoPac relative to the relief of Marines in SAMOA by Army troops. 
The Army at SAN FRr~~CISCO has been directed to transfer 20 DUKW's SubComServPac. 

CominCh has directed a NAUTILUS class submarine be made available to Com 7th Fleet by 1 November for a special mission in the Western Pacific. 

Navy Yard, Norfolk has been directed to prepare MONROVIA as an APA transport commander flagship and emergency . relief AGC. ~ 
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12 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes continue heavy bombing of targets in the NEW 
GEORGIA area. Ground forces in the 1IDNDA area advanced yesterday 
and today, the left column making 1500 yards. 

KISKA was bombed yesterday and today causing many fires 
and much smoke. FARRAGUT bombarded KISKA during the · night. 

BatDiv 9, composed of SOUTH DAKOTA and ALABAMA, was formed 
and ordered to precede to CANAL ZONE with DD escort about 20 August. 

ComSoPac has directed ComGen FMAC to use 19th replacement 
battalion for shortages in the 22nd Marines. 

CominCh 111902 gives the reorganization of amphibious forces 
effective 15 August. 

ComGenSoPac has requested the 298th infantry be diverted 
from SAMOA to ESPIRITU SANTO and that the 147th infantry remain at 
SAMOA. 129th Infantry less one battalion will be sent to GUADALCANAL 
by the same shipping. 

CinCPac 122245 (pink) discusses the shipping of 20 DUKW's 
to FUNAFUTI and the ' plans for providing them with crews. 

ComSoPac 130044 (pink) discusses the relief of Samoan 
Marines. 

There are indications that the enemy has withdrawn a good 
number of troops from KISKA. If this is so we can eXpect early 
release of NorPac forces. At present it is planned to leave the 
major part of the forces involved in the KISKA operation in the 
ALEUTIANS throughout next winter. They are thus ready for a move 
to the KURILES whenever the necessary means can be found for that ~ 
thrust. 

13 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes were active in the NEW GEORGIA-SHORTLANDS area 
making several heavy bombing raids on enemy targets. One enemy flight 
was intercepted and turned back over MUNDA. The APA JOHN PENN was 
sunk by enemy planes off GUADALCANAL early this evening. Ground 
troops are advancing to the northward in the MUNDA area. It is re-
ported that the MtJNDA airfield will be ready at 1500 (L)/14. 

Heavy bombing raids were carried out over KISKA today. 
Single DDs bombarded KISKA once yesterday and twice today. A cruiser 
force also carried out a heavy bombardment yesterday. 

An enemy VP was reported over HOWLAND today. 

(Continued) 
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13 August (Oahu Date) - Continued -

CinCPac 132345 is a directive for the formation of the 
Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet and is effective 15 August. 

General DeWitt 132125 requests support of his proposal 
to keep assault troops in the ALEUTIANS. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

14 August (Oahu Date) 

Com Jrd Fleet 150540 reported the torpedoing of the 
Liberty ship M.E. DeYoung, southeast of SUVA. 

DD bombarded targets on KISKA. No further information 
has been received from the Aleutians. 

CinCPac 150715 (pink) recommends that assault troops 
in the Aleutians remain there after the KISKA operation • . 

ComNorPac 140401 confirms D-Day for assault on KISKA 
as 15 August. 

ComNorPac 142137 (pink) gives estimates of departure 
of APA's, AKA's and LST's from KI~~~ after COTTAGE. 

Chief of Staff 6017 15th discusses the authority of 
Lt. General Richardson regarding troop moves as ComGenCentPac. 
General Richardson has been designated Commanding General, Cen-
tral Pacific Area. 

CominCh 111715 and CinCPac 140325 (pink) discuss the 
allocation of AK's and AO's for operations in the Central Pacific. b 
15 August (Oahu Date) 

About 4600 of our troops have landed at BARAKOY~ on VELLA 
LAVELLA. Some air opposition was encountered. CAPE ESPE~JCE re-
ported being shelled, possibly by a submarine. 

Jap planes have been engaged by our PVs in the ELLICE IS. 
and driven off. Heavy explosions were reported to the eastward by 
NANOMEA. 

Our troops commenced landing on KISKA today and are advanc-
ing as planned against no opposition. Air support was not possible 
because of weather at the bases. Bombardment was carried out accord-
ing to plan. Weather conditions were good on the beaches and com-
plete tactical surprise was reported. 

(Continued) 
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SECRET DECLASSIFIED 
15 August (Oahu Date) - Continued -

VCNO 112125 (pink) and CinCPac 160337 (pink) discuss the 
shipment of DU~N's to the Pacific area and the rates and conditions 
of future shipments. 

ComGen SMJOA 152255 (pink) describes guns and automatic 
weapons available to the 2nd, 5th, 7th and 8th defense battalions. 

The movement of a task force of APAs, AKAs and DEs from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific has been directed. These ships are 
expected to participate in future operations in the Central Pacific.(i_ 

16 August (Oahu Date) 
UJ!v....__..... 

Our planes made several strikes in the NEW GEORGIA Area 
yesterday and today. The 25th and 43rd divisions are advancing 
slowly in the MUNDA Area. Our DD's were attacked by dive bombers 
upon completion of unloading at BARAKONA and suffered some minor 
damage. Our PC's were active in the VELLA LAVELLA-RENDOVA Area 
during the night. 

Landing of troops is proceeding on KISKA against no op-
position. It is estimated there are now 7000 in the northern 
sector and 9000 in the southern. 

ComSoPac 160502 described the position of Deputy SoPac 
in the organization. 

u.s.s. VIRGO (AKA20) will be added to the convoy which 
departs from NORFOLK 24 August for SAN DIEGO and was reported in 
CNO's 061941 (pink) herein. 

CominCh 161451 and 161452 (pink) discuss the allocation 
of cargo ships to ~~9 for Central Pacific Operations. 

17 August (Oahu Date) 

Our DDs attacked J"ap DDs and barges off VELI.A LAVELLA and 
report damaging 2 out of 4 DDs with one possibly sunk. PTs were 
also active. There has been no change in the position of ground 
troops. 

Landing of troops continues on KISKA with no opposition 
having been encountered, although all former enemy positions have 
been reconnoitered. Mine sweeping of VEGA BAY has been completed 
with negative results. Our transports will complete unloading at 
KISKA Harbor and GERTHUDE COVE. 

ComGen SAMOA 172302 (pink) postpones D-day for NANOMEA 
about 10 days. 

CominCh 171901 (pink) discusses the schedule of West Coast 
Amphibious Training. 
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SECRET '£CLASSIFIED 
17 August (Oahu Date) - Continued -

A force of 6 BB, 6 CV, 5 CA, 6 CL, 16 DD is now believed at TRUK. If the Japs are going to make a raid in force against our outlying positions, their chances of success are much better now than they will be later when the Central Pacific Force is organized and functioning. A raid on MI~~AY, for example, seems within enemy~ capabilities at the present. 

18 August (Oahu Date) 

Our troops are slowly advancing on BAANGA Island in the 
New Georgia Group, while the 25th Division is preparing to make a 
final assault on BAIROKO, I 

The fantail of the U.S.S. ABNER READ was blown off by an 
unexplained under water explosion while she was patrolling off 
KISKA. The ship is now proceeding to ADAK i n tow. 61 are reported 
missing and 26 injured. Patrols continued to search KISKA for 
Japs but none have been encountered yet. A landing was made on 
Little Kiska today with similar results. Buildings on KISKA had 
been hit and sizeable amounts of ammunition and supplies were found. 
KISKA Harbor is being swept for mines. All planes were grounded 
because of the weather. 

CinCPac 182357 is a plan for the movement of 1ST's and 
APA's in the Pacific. 

CinQPac 182203 (pink) discusses equipment of defense bat-
:tal ions. 

CinCPac 190317 (pink) requests information relative to 
the supply of APA's and AKA's to be used in future operations in 
the Pacific. 

19 August (Oahu Date) 

Our DDs and air have been engaged in minor activity in the 1mw GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area. The 43rd Division is now engaged in 
flan~ing operations against hostile resistance on BAANGA Island. The 
25th~'reports no contact after active patrolling. Operations against BAIROKO now scheduled to start 21 August. 

KISKA is now considered in our hands weeks ahead of schedule with no Japs contacted. Patrolling continues. Booby traps and mines were reported in South Head area. Southern transports continue un-loading at GERTRUDE COVE while northern transports are en route to KISKA HARBOR. Reconnaissance in force on SEGULA ISLAND indicates 
same situation as on KISKA. 

CominCh 191758 (pink) directs the return of 1st 
Service Force from ALASKA to the U.S. 

- Continued -

Special 
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19 August {Oahu Date) - Continued -

CinCPac 200031 and 200045 {pink) discuss the return of 
certain ships from ALASKA for repairs. 

VCNO 191825 {pink) discusses the organi~ation and training 
of proper components for operations in the Central Pacific. 

CinCPac has approved a letter to CominCh regarding a speed-
up of the Pacific Campaign. 

Outline plans for the seizure of the MARSHALLS have been 
completed and will be delivered to CominCh 23 August. 

Steps are underway to improve logistic planning. 

20 August {Oahu Date) 

Blue ground reinforcements have arrived at B~~OMA on 
1~ GEORGIA. PTs operat~d against barges last night and sank one 
between VILA and BAIROKO. No general report has been received from 
the South Pacific. 

Activity at KISKA was confined to unloading transports and 
mine sweeping. Weather prevented air searches. 

The Pacific Ocean areas were generally quiet. 

CominCh 210820 (pink) directs the reassignment of certain 
troops from~ISKA to the Central Pacific subject to CinCPac concur-
rence. 

ComSoPac 210111 {pink) answers CinCPac 190317 (pink) 
relative to the former supplying APAs and AKP.s for the movement of 
troops and supplies for Central Pacific operations. 

CominCh 210252 (pink) approves of the reassignment and 
reduction of surface force in North Pacific previously recommended 
by CinCPac 200031 (pink) herein. 

1640 



-8EOHi1T_ 
21 August (Oahu Date) 

There was very little activity in the NIDV GEORGIA area except for operations of some PTs against barges around VELLA LA-VELLA. 
There have been reports indicating probable presence of Jap submarines off OAHU. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally qui_et, except for definite sighting of enemy surface vessel with large superstructure and possible escort, by one of our submarines in latitude 30°-44' N longitude 177°-30' E (310 miles NW of MIDWAY). 
ComGen SAMOA 212006 reports administrative changes of Marine units under his command. 

ComNorPac 220847 and 220936 (pink) discuss a possible operation against PARA1\ffiSRIRO. 
CinCPac 220211, 212345 and 220445 (all pink) direct the 

~ovement of certain Army and Navy units from the ALEUTIAN area. 
CinCPac 220215 (pink) discusses the use of hospital facilities in the South Pacific Area. 

22 August (Oahu Date) 

Activity in the N~1V GEORGIA-VELLA LAVELLA area consisted of routine 
patrcls and minor operatio~s against Jap barges. Many of these latter were 
attacked and some sunk. The 25th division is patrolling actively preparatory 
to its attack on BAIROKO. The 43rd division captured 2-5tt Jap guns during its 
occupation of BAANGA ISL~JD. Artillery has been set up at ZIETA. 

ComUorPac 230651 is a daily summary of KISKA operations. 

Com 7th Fleet 230715 discusses a plan to redistribute the submarines 
in the Southwest Pacific Area. 

CTG 19.8 230844 describes fortifications and documents captured at 
KISKA. 

CominCh 221630 is a plan for training additional Marine and Army 
amphibious divisions. 

ComNorPac 230319 is a schedule for the movement of ships from the 
ALASKAN Area to t he West Coast of U.S. 
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23 _ u;~ust (Oahu Date) 

Our DD 1 s were active in the 1JE\Ti GEORGIA-VELLA LA7ELLA Area during 
the nip;ht as v.rere the enemy air forces. These latter were interce:rted find 
driven off VELL_ LA7ELLA and I,TIJlTDA. The 25th Division is continuine; its 
advance toward BAIROKO ancl the 43rci is actively patrolling on J3P ... l\..,.fCIA ISlAND 
with no opposition. 

lTo report has been recRived fron the ALASKA1'T-ALEUTIAif Area today. 

lLn. er:e::ny observation plane was reported in the vjcinity of HOVJL.AND 
I8L!\.rTD today. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were eenerally quiet. 

CTG 20.15 240830 (~ink) is a reenc'~nherrnent of the directive ordering APA's an~ AKA's fro~ the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

ComHorPac 240628 (pink) is a description of the novement of ne."".r9.l 
forc es from ALASKA to ~'iest Coast _E"lo rts. 

Ci11CF'ac 240341 (pink) directs ComlJorh1c to contin,Je plannint~ and 
training for future operations. 

24 August (Oahu Date) 

There was some DD and PT activity in the N~f GEORGIA area last night. 
DesRon 21 was bombed and PREBLE and MONTGOMERY collided while maneuvering but at 
last report were proceeding to port. No de.ily report has been recieved from 
Com 3rd Fleet. 

Unloading is continuing at KISKA. Reconnaissance of RAT ISLAND and 
BULDIR ISLAND disclosed no evidence of the enemy, past or present. Air searches 
were carried out from ATTU and ADAK today. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

CinCPac 250215 (pink) directs ComNorPac to prepare a plan for the seizure 
of the North KURILES and the establishment of bases thereon. 

Co~JorPac 250631 (pink) informs CinCPac that the 75th Signal Company has been formed for duty with landing forces and is now at KISKA available for further 
operations. 

CinCPac 250235 (pink) directs APAs and AKAs to proceed from the CANAL 
ZOrffi to SAN DIEGO thence to PEARL with the 6th Infantry Division. 
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25 August ( Onh11 Date). 

Our DD' s and ?T' s operated in the ~rm; GEORG IA-V~~LLA LAVELL!\ Area 
during the nieht. Also last nieht our DD's laid a mine field west of 
KOLOt:DA:-sARA ISLN·TD. C·ur planes vrere active in the area, hom.hinE various 
targets. ~r,emy resistance has ceased on 1J"Y~,-; GEORG-IA proper, f'luch food and 
many vehicles beins taken today. Islands south of ARffiTDEL and west of BAANGA 
have heen occupied by us without opposition. 

Unloading contines at KISK.'i.. Air searches were operated out of ATTT.J, 
ADAK, and AI.:C:]ITY..A today. Another Jap prisoner ws.s taken today on ATTU. 

ComUorPac 250858 (pink) directs a certain task 1mi t of }0 B3 ~ l CL 
and 3 DD r s to proceed to PEJ1.RL from the Aleutian Area. 

CinCPac 260305 (pink) assigns certain AFA's and AYA's to SoPac for 
the movement of the 2nd l{ar ine Divis ion from ViELLnTGTO~T, ~T. Z. 

CTF ll 250530 (pink) designated D-Day as l Septerrtbcr for the opera-
tion ae;ainst BAKER ISLAl~D. 

26 Aue;ust (Oahu Date). 

The fourth echelon completed unloading yesterday at BARAKOVA. PT's 
were active in the l~EW GEORGIA Area with negati.vc results. APD's and DD's 
are bejng se::J.t to EUOGAI today to evacuate 1st Raider Regiment and unload 
supplies. No report of today's operations has been received from Com 3rd 
Fleet. 

No report has been received of operations in the Aleutians. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were e;enerally quiet. 

·ComFifthPhibFor 270727 (pink) directs Maj.Gen. Holland M. Smith to 
proceed to PEARL with headquarters and corps troops. 

Vice CliO 262039 (pink) discusses the delivery of SWAN ISLAND tankers 
to CinCPac. 

CorainCh 262214 (pink) approves the assir;mnent of 75th Signal Company 
to CinCPac. 

ComBatDiv 9 261533 (pink) is the routing of BB task group to PEARL. 
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27 August (Oahu Date) 

Our planes were active in the N1W GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area yesterday 
conducting bombing missions against KAHILI, REKATA, KOLO~BANGARA and GANONGGA. 
Jap air also made 6 attacks against VELLA LAVELLA causing slight casualties. 
Our naval forces operated in the area with negative results. 

KISKA runway was put in operation day before yesterday but can be used 
only by light planes because of soft condition. Air searches were out from 
ATTU, ADAK and AMCHITKA. 

Our submarines are active. Very satisfactory reports have been 
received from four of them today. 

A patrol craft reported an unidentified surface contact, possibly 
a submarine, in a squall off MIDWAY. 

Com11orPac 270625 and 270630 (pink) contain a directive to BBs and 
cruisers to procGtl~ to west coast ports. 

28 Aucust (Oahu Date) 

Our plA.nes vwre very active over the enr:;lre Porthwest Solomons Area 
viith bombing: and strafinr: rr1iscions acainst tl-J.e enemy. Recent sweeps by our 
DD's and l-'T's have resulted in no en.er1y contacts. The first Raider Rerinent 
l"~as arrived u.t ~ETER.B after its evac'lation from E"~G-OA I by APD's . r.rhe situation 
of the ~ro11nd forces remains unchanged. 

~~:eather _;:-;revented any air searches in the Aleutian Jl..rea. ~=rtny land 
· 'ines 9.Yld wired ~: renades have been uncovered on the beach !1ortheast of 
1.:ITC=:CRI\.FT .1:-'0IHT, KISKA. 

An enemy 4-r:!.otored patrol bomber was seen in the vicinity of T3AKER 
I~~L!JTD 26 Lugust ( Z) • 

T~e }lacific Ocean Areas vJ'ere :__,eYJ.erally q1liet. 

Com 5th Phib 282139 (pink) r,jves 3 0eptern.ber as the date of departure 
of General Sr11.i th for I'EJ'I..RL. 

Corn 3rci Fleet 2G9L140 (rdnk) requests infomation A.s to t w corn::;~_o.nd 
of B5's in T.G. 12.,3 YJ.ovr enroute in the Pacific. ~ 
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SiC~T 

29 August (Oahu Date) 

Some PT activity was all that was reported today from the NEW GEORGIA-
CHOISEUL Area. Com 3rd Fleet's daily summary did not arrive. 

A heavy gale in the Aleutians prevented any extended air searches 
yesterday and today and caused a few landing craft to be lost. Captured mate-
riel is still being inventoried and studied at KISKA. 2900 feet of steel mat 
at Casco Cove, ATTU will now permit emergency landings. 

ComNorPac 300020 (pink) is a directive for TU 16.15.4 to proceed to 
PEARL. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

30 August (Oahu Date) 

Tne fifth echelon arrived on BARAKOMA today. PTs operated in the area 
but reported no contacts during the night. The NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area was quiet. 

Our submarines report satisfactory results in EMPIRE and PHILIPPI1~ Waters. 

Air activity was still curtailed in the ALEUTIAN Area because of the 
weather. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

Vice CNO 301335 (pink) discusses the methods for manning and procurement ~( 
of DUKV'ls. p· 

~ 31 August (Oahu Date ) 

Our planes were active yesterday and today carrying out heavy strikes 
against KAHILI and VILA. Today our artillery bombarded VILA from ARUNDEL Island. 
The fifth echelon (local tactical) has completed landing at BARAK01~. An uncon-
firmed coastwatches report indicates REKATA is being evacuated. 

No report has been received today concerning any activity in the ALASKAN 
ALEUTIAN Area. 

Jap radio has broadcast an account of our raid on MARCUS ISLAND today. 
No information has been received as yet from TF 15. 

CG HawDept 011451 indicates that an operating team for SCR-588 will leave 
the Hawaiian Area for FUNAFUTI by first available surface transportation. 

CG CentPac 312130 (pink) discusses the forces necessary for the GALVANIC 
and BANKRATE Operations. 

NavAct WELLINGTON 312340 {pink) informs ComSoPac that Lieut. Webster RNZNVR 
has been released to CinCPac for 6 months to act as adviser on hydrographic and 
terrain conditions in the GILBERT-ELLICE Group. 

CominCh 311306 (pink) authorizes CinCPac to delay returning ASHLAND (LSD~l) 
until 20 November. ,.. • _ . . l E) 4 5 
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... SEGRET 

August 31 (Oahu Date) - Continued -

TG 12.5 311901 (pink) is the routing of APAs and AKAs in the Pacific. 
w 

Vice CNO 311739 (pink) discusses the return of certain ships to the ;) 
Army and WSA. r/.'_/ 

~ / 

1 September (Oahu Date) 

Our PT's operated in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL Area during the,night 
with negative results. The area was quiet. No report of the day's activities 
has been received from Com 3rd Fleet. 

Air searches in the ALEUTIAN Area were active but curtailed because 
of weather. Examination of material captured on KISKA continues. 

During the last two days Jap observation planes have been sighted 
off MIDWAY and off ATTU. 

No report has been received concerning the recent strike on MARCUS 
by TF 15. 

Vice CNO 011839 (pink) is a cancellation of VCNO 311739 (pink) 
herein and further discusses the return of certain ships to the Army and WSA. 

ComNorPac 020213 (pink) is an estimate of the departure of XAP's 
from ADAK. 

ComSoPac 020425 (pink) is a directive for divisional troop movements 
in the PACIFIC. 

Cominch and CNO 302210 (pink) authorizes CinCPac to proceed with 
construction of base facilities at KISKA. ~ 

~ 

1646 



·SECRET 

2 September (Oahu Date) 

Our PT's operated in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL Area with negative 
results. Our ground forces are advancing on VELLA LAVELLA. Coast watchers 
now believe SANTA ISABEL has been entirely evacuated. Air activity was 
curtailed yesterday because of weather. 

Preliminary landings were made yesterday on NANOMEA and NUKUFETAU 
in the ELLICE ISLANDS. The 1st echelon of the main occupation force moves 
forward in LCT and LST tomorrow. No enemy reaction has been reported yet. 

Only air activity in the Aleutian Area was carried out from ADAK 
yesterday. All other fields were closed in. 

ComNorPac 021040 (3 parts) is a summary of activity under his com-
mand during the month of August. 

Our submarine scout reports MALEOLAP and WOTJE in the Y~RSHALLS are 
quiet but KWAJALEIN is very active with 12 AK's and 2 AO's in the lagoon as 
well as many patrol craft. Air and surface patrols are active. 

Our scout submarine reports heavy damage was imposed on 1~RCUS ISLAND 
during the recent raid. No planes are up and the radar is out of co~~ission. 

Com 3rd Fleet 030519 (pink) is a plan for the reorganization of the 
task forces of the 3rd Fleet. 

for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 012115 (3 part - pink) is an operation order 

capture, etc., of the MARSHALL ISLANDS, WAKE, ENIWETOK, and KUSAIE. 

3 September (Oahu Date) ~ 
Our planes were active in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area yesterday and 

today, carrying out heavy bombing raids against KAHILI and VILA. Our troops 
continue to advance on ARUNDEL ISIAliD against Jap delaying action. PTs and DDs 
operated against barge activity during the night, sinking several. Scouts have 
confirmed the Jap evacuation of SANTA ISABEL. 

Our submarines continue with their good work, ALBACORE and SNAPPER both 
reporting sinkings on the TRUK-RABAUL track. 

The initial landing was made on BAKER ISLAND according to plan. Supplies 
and ammunition is now being landed. A Jap 4 engine seaplane was shot down the 
first day of the landing, 1 September, apparently without getting off information~­
radio. 

Our troops made a. landing in the CAPE CRETIN area near FINSCIDIAFEN 
according to plan. t' 
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4 September (Oahu Date) 

PT' s operated in NE\V GEORGIA-CHOISEUL waters last night with negative 
contacts. The 6th echelon is due to de part GUADALCANAL for I3ARAKOVA on 6 
September. Preliminary translation of captured enomy documents indicate an 
increase in RABA~ and vicinity strength estimates~ Aln February, pl acing 
79,901 troops there. January showed 61,501 and December 51,382. 

Routine searches were made in the ALEUTIAN AREA yesterday. A Jap 
observation plane was reported herein. 

TF 15 is now enroute to PEARL after completing the attack on w~~CUS 
ISLAND. One TBF and 2 fighters were reported missing. Our submarines were 
requested to be alert for recovery of missing pilots. 

U.S.S. KINGFISH returned to FREMANTLE from a 57 day patrol in the 
PHILIPPINE, SOUTHERN FORMOSA, CELEBES, MOLUAKA and BANDA SEA Areas. Several 
contacts were made but no damage was inflicted or sustained. 

Landing craft, covered by DD's, landed troops in the vicinity of LAE- J. 
HOPOI on NEW GUI1lliA. Our air supported this force by attacks on various targets. f 

5 September (Oahu Date) 

Our PT's operated west of VELLA LAVELLA last night and broke up a small 
barge formation. The 6th echelon (local tactical) is en route to BARAKOMA and 
is due there at 0800 (L). Our planes were active against various targets in · 
the NEW GEORGIA-~nOISEUL Area. The enemy continues to fight a delaying action 
on ARUNDEL with machine guns and light mortars. 

It is estimated that the widening, deepening and straightening of TE AVA 
FUAGEA Channel and anchorage at FUNAFUTI will be completed in 4 or 5 weeks. 
Channel will be buoyed. 

It is considered that U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA will have to be dry docked 
for engine repair. 

Air searches were carried out in the Aleutian Area yesterday and today 
from ATTU, ADAK and AMCHITKA. 

VCNO 012148 (pink) discusses the availability and suitability of AP's 
for future CentPac operations. 

ComCenPac 052135 (pink) requests that NAUTILUS be made available about 
• 16 September for operations proposed by Com 5th Phib. ~ ~ 
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6 September (Oahu Date) D~C£ASSJ}Z 
Our PTs operated south of GANONGGA ISLAND while 2 DDs were scheduled 

to operate north of KOLOMBANGARA. The 6th echelon (local tactical) landed at 
BARAKOMA according to plan. Our planes staged heavy bombing raids against various 
enemy targets in the NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL area yesterday and today. Our ground 
troops continue to engage the enemy on ARU1JDEL and VELLA LAVELLA. 

An enemy air reconnaissance in force against BAKER ISLAND was turned 
back at HffiVLAND 3 September. It is possible that the enemy plane shot down off 
BAKER, reported herein may have given a report of our landing. This landing is 
continuing slowly. 

Routine air searches constituted the only activity in the ALEUTIAN area. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

CinCPac approved the headquarters organization of the Pacific Fleet and 
Pacific Ocean Areas today. 
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Pac-17-Fn 

""8E6KE'f 

7 September 1943 

After occupation of KISKA on 15 August the consolidation of that 
base and the withdrawal of naval forces from the North Pacific Force pro-
ceeded. Most combatant units consisting of BBs, some CAs, ComCruDiv 1 and 
some destroyers proceeded to West Coast Ports for two weeks rest and re-
habilitation. Four CAs remained pending the return of ComCruDiv 1, which 
is to be the permanent cruiser force in that area. The 7th Army Division 
which was not used at KISKA, due to the Jap evacuation, is proceeding in 
the assigned transports to PEARL for use in the Central Pacific. 

Assembly and training of the combatant units of the Central Pa-
cific Force, under Vice Admiral Spruance, is proceeding from PEARL HARBOR. 
Rear Admiral Turner is organizing the Amphibious Force for the GILBERTS 
operation. 

Due to inadequate room at PEARL the training of the combatant 
units of the Central Pacific Force as a Fleet to meet possible major Jap 
Fleet opposition during occupation of the GILBERTS will have to be carried 
out elsewhere, possibly out of NANDI, or even by a concentration of the 
units a few days prior to start of operations. 

:Major General Holland Smith, Com5thPhibCorps, reported at PEARL 
and organization and training of units of the Amphibious Corps is proceed-
ing. 

Operations in the SOLOMONS and NEW GUINEA Area are proceeding in 
accordance with plan. 

The enemy continues on the strfrtegic defensive. From the fact 
that no major combatant units have been used to oppose the Allied advance 
up the SOLOMON ISLANDS or in the NEW GUINEA Area, together with the evac-
uation of KISKA and other intelligeA~~hinf~r~tion, it ~-b~inferred 
that the Japs rely on air and troopsf fo f Tdef'~ns~J'tfNorno~..,. h orisider our 
present advances sufficiently vital to cause them to resist with major 
combatant surface units. 

Strong enemy naval forces and most of Fleet high commands are 
in TRUK. In spite of logistic difficulties it is within enemy capability 
to make a raid in force in the l!AWAIIAN ISLANDS. Thus,· the HawSeaFron is 
maintained in a Fleet Opposed Invasion status. 
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Pac-17-hcs 

SElSRiT 

7 September 1943 (Oahu Date) 

Our PT's and DD's operated in NEW GEORGIA-CHOISEUL waters during 
the night with negative results. No detailed report has been received from 
Com 3rd Fleet covering today's activities. 

On }ffiKUFETAU and NANOMEA~ operations are proceeding according to plan. 
Rear elements for these places leave APIA 9 September. NANOMEA reported a 
12 plane raid with no dfu~age or casualties. A Jap observation plane was also 
reported in the vicinity of BAKER ISLAND which escaped into a cloud before 
interception could be effected. 

No report has been received of today's activities in the ALEUTIAN Area. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet~ 

It is planned to send ESSEX and YORKTOWN to SAN Ii'RANCISCO on a quick 
trip to pick up aviation personnel a.nd material. These should arrive on the 
West Coast 13 September and return to PEARL 19 September. 

Com 3rd Fleet 070012 is a reorganization of the task forces in the 
Third Fleet. 

VCNO 062025 (2 parts) requests certain information relative to th~ 
personnel and logistic support of Marine organizations in pending operations. 

Cominch 051912 (pink) requests information relative to the forces 
covering the ELLICE ISLANDS operation. 
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t S-~-C-B-F.-T 

8 September 1943 (Oahu Date) 

Our PT's operated successfully aEainst barges in KULA GTLF last night. 
Our planes were active yesterday attacking supply dump east of RINGI COVE. 
A submarine was reported and attacked off FU}TAFUTI. It is believed the Japs 
intend to reinforce the BOKO MISSION area on VELLA IAVELLA. 

SUMNER (AG 32) 081836 discusses the various channels at FUNAFUTI and what 
will be necessary to make them navigable. 

Routine air searches were carried out yesterday and today from ALEUTIAN 
bases with negative results. 

To date two Jap planes have been shot down off BAKER ISLAND - one on 1 
September and one on 4 September. It is possible one of these reported on 
land5_ng. A large strike was headed for BAKER but turned back when the second 
plane, mentioned above, was shot dmvn. 

Cominch 081925 (pink) discusses the availability of AP's between now and 
June 1944. 

CinCPac 080203 (pink) - The redistribution of garrison troops at CHRISTMAS 
and PALMYRA. 

CinCPac 082131 (pink) requests the Army to furnish 3 defense battalions 
for Central Pacific Operations. 

9 September 1943 (Oahu Date) -----
Our PT's operated against barges off KOLOMBANGARA during the night driving 

several back to port. Our ground troops repulsed another attempted Jap barge 
landing at BOMBRE VILLAGE on ARUNDEL ISL . .'\.ND while advancing on the northeast 
side of the island. 

V.F . Unloading at NANOMEA and NUYUFETAU continues slowly. The l:ANOMEA ~ str1p 
is scheduled to be ready 22 September. ComGen SAJI/IOA suggest action against 
nearby enemy bases as hostile moves may be forming against NANOMEA which opera-
tion is in a very vulnerable stage at this time. 

A Jap bomber formation made a reconnaissance on NANOlmA 1 September and 
dropped 20 bombs resulting in 5 killed Rnd 7 wounded. A single VB also ap-
proached and was driven off. 

The BAKER ISLAND strip should be ready 11 September. Another Jap VP was 
shot dovm yesterday in addition tb 2 others previously reported. 

Routine air searches were carried out from ALEUTIAN bases in the face of 
an approaching front. 

(Continued) 
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9 September (Oahu Date) 

CinCPac 090615 assigns 5th Amphibious Corps directly to Central Pacific 
Force i~stead of to 5th Amphibious Force. 

the 
Com 7th Fleet 090243 is a report of aircraft mine laying operations in 
NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES Area and in the vicinity of SORONG, NEW GUINEA. 

13nt,S.."'-. 
Cominch 081801 (pink) lists possible ~1 Navy units which may be sent 

to the Pacific. 
~~ a 

10 September (Oahu Date) 

Our planes in the NEW GEORGIA area were active yesterday, carrying out 
bombing missions against KAHILI, VILA and BALLALE. PTs operated against barges 
today in the KULA GULF, damaging some. 

Day before yesterday a Jap VP (Emily) was seen 135 miles southeast of 
BAKER ISLAND by one of our planes, apparently searching for our carriers. 

ComGen.SMAOA reports that our LCTs are not well adapted for conditions 
at NANOMEA. 2 have stranded on reef~ at NANOMEA with salvage doubtful. 
NUKUFETAU fighter strip should be ready 30 September, and main field about 
1 November. 

No report has been received from NorPac. 

CominCh 091743 describes the procedure to be followed by Italian ships in 
surrendering. They have been ordered to precede to Allied Ports. 

11 September (Oahu Date) 

A division of Jap DD' s was sighted off Tinputs, BOUGAH!VILLE which may be 
attempting to reinforce VELLA LAVELLA.. Interception by our DD's has been ordered. 
Our PT's operated off VELLA LAVELLA. in spite of bombing and strafine; by Jap planes. 
No surface contacts were nade. Our planes were active aGainst the enemy. Our 
troops maintain contact with the enemy on ARUNDEL and are preparine; for a final 
assault. 

Routine air searches in the Aleutians ~vere curtailed because of squalls. The 
Army subnarine cable has been completed from ADAK to ATTU via. AHCHITKA and KISKA. 

CominCh 081801, CinCPa.c 120359, and Com 7th Fleet 111227 (all pink) discuss 
the possibility of a British naval force being assigned to the Pacific and the 
uses to which it would be put. 

CinCPac 120251 (pink) discusses the assignment of EC-2's for the operations 
age_inst the GILBERTS .and HATJRTJ. 

CinCPac 112353 (pink) to ComSoPac is a directive for an air 
NA.URU. 

strik~ 
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12 September (Oahu Date) 

Our DD' s and PT' s operated in the vicinity of KOLOMBANGAR..fl. and the latter were 
subjected to heavy enemy fire. Our planes were also active against targets on 
outhern KOL01ffiANGARA scorinE; several hits. Photos indicate air and surface acti-

vity in the southern BOTTGAINVILLE-CHOISEUL Area. 

Our submarines continue active. PERMIT has sent in a report of 27,000 tons 
sunk and 14,000 damaged, while SPEARFISH reports 1 AK suru( and 1 damaged. 

Com 3rd Fleet has directed all task forces in port to assume a condition of 
two hours readiness. 

Routine air searches were carried out from the ALEUTIANS today. Yesterday an 
air mission of 8 B-24's and 12 B-24's bombed PARAMUSHIRO. :Hany hits on ground 
targets and ships were reported. 5 D-24's and 5 B-25's returned to hase, all 
ia~aEed by enemy fire. 

Blue ground troops have occupied SALAMAUA. Procress is slow against LAE be-
cause of enemy opposition and weather. 

Lt. Gen. D. C. Emmons will relieve Lt. Gen. J. L. DeWitt as · ComGen VIDC about 
15 September. 

CB gear has been delivered to NANOMEA by LST and reloeding is now in progress. 
Further personnel and supplies will be loaded at PAGO PAGO for both N.~TOMEA and 
NUKUFETAU. Condition RED sounded at NANOMEA for one hour and ten minutes today. 
~arget was picked up by radar but turned back before coming within range. 

ComGen SMJIOA 112216 is a report of the airfields in the SAMOAN-ELLICE Area. 

CinCPac 120607 discusses camp facilities for staging and training Marine units 
in the HAWAIIAN Area. 

2nd MarDiv 122350 discusses the training of Marine units. 

Cominch 111955 discunses the trainin~ of spare carrier air group 2. 

CinCPac 120251 (pink) discusses the use of 18 EC-2's in operations in the 
Central Pacific. 
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13 September (Oahu Date) 

There continues to be the following at TRUK: 6 BB, 6 CV, 7 CA, 6 CL, 23 DD. 
No indication.s are seen that this force, or a part of it, is preparing for offensive 
operations. Our sources of inforntation may not be able to report the departure 
or destination of this force in time to take effective counter action. We would 
be unable to concentrate our units to meet such an enemy force in the CENTRAL 
PACIFIC in less than three weeks. This situation will continue until the planned 
redeploy·ment of the Fleet is completed. Moreover, the Central Pacific Force must 
be trained as a team before it can meet the main enemy fleet with reasonable 
assurance of success. 

Our PT's were active in the KOLOMBANGARA Area with negative results. Our 
planes operated in the same area staging heaVJr raids against various targets yes-
terday and today. 

15 Jap pl~nes staged raids over F1ThTAFUTI for seven hours toda~{ with little 
damae;e. Yesterday 2 landing craft were salvaged from the reef at NANOHBA·. An 
AK is due at NUKUFETAU today to complete unloadinc. 

Routine air searches constituted the only activity today in the ALEUTIANS. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

CinCPac 140305 answers certain questions concerning MarCorps perso~nel 
and logistic ad...ministration asked by VCNO 062025 herein. 

Cominch 132208 requests recomMendations for the operation of LCTs and LSTs 
in areas of coral reefs. 

ComAirSoPac 140427 (pink) is a directive to ComAirSols for the strike on 
NAURU. 

CincPac 140829 (pink) discusses certain logistic problems connected with 
GALVANIC. 

Com. 7th Fleet 111234 (pink) is the second part of 111227, herein_, which 
discusses the possibility of certain British forces being assigned to the Pacific 
and the uses to which -:her will be put. 

CinCPac 132207 discusses the use of certain defense battalions in GALVANIC. ~ 

~ 
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14 September (Oahu Date). 

Our PTs operated in the vicinity of VELLA LAVELLA destroying 
5 barges durinE the night. Our planes were also active against shore 
targets and ships. Planes attacked enemy submarines~ reporting hits on 
two, one west of Ef.rTPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and one southwest of RENDOVA. 
U.S.S. SAL~LEY also reports a possible sub sunk today west of NDENI in 
cooperation with air attack. Blue ground forces are continuing to ad-
vance on ARUNDEL ISLAND from the east and west. 

Com 3rd Fleet has put all his task forces in port on 6 hours 
readiness. 

Our submarines have also been active reporting more enemy 
ships sunk. SCULPIN scouted MARCUS ISLAND and reported it functioning 
but well battered. NAR~~L reported 1 TJDARI low in water escorted by 
1 SENDAI and 4 DD entering ROI IS .. anchorar;e. 

ComGen SM,hOA 112102 reports on air activity over FUNAFUTI. 

ComSubsPac 150615 is a directive to submarines on handling 
torpedoes when steep temperature Eradients exist. 

CinCPac 150513 assigns certain LSTs to t he 5th PhibFor. 

CinCPac 150059 requests the 4th MarDiv be assigned for duty 
with CentPac. 

R d . d t. 1 . b . . d ~'/ (:'\ t:. t<h """-Y a 10 ecep 1on p an 1s e1ng carr1e out 1n e TRUK area 
either (1) to draw attention away from some other a~ea (2) to create 
false volume and type of traffic to conceal a future sortie of a major 
force. 

15 September (Oahu Date) 

Our PT' s operated in the vicinity of VILA, BAhmARI and North 
KOLOMBANGAR.A during the night with no surface contacts but were bombed 
and strafed by planes with no resulting damage. Our planes conducted 
very successful hea~J raids on various airfields in the N~V GEORGIA-
BOUGAIF'i!ILLE Area yesterday and today. A Blue land patrol reports de-
stroying much materiel on GANONGGA ISLAND yesterday. Lic;ht raids on 
GUADALCAlJAL yesterday and today caused slight damage and casualties. 

The mine field around HOUMEA has been enlarged. 

Additional per eonnel and supplies Nfc~~~pue~ to leave FUNAFUTI 
for NANOlWEA. Fighters will probably use ~~e ~S1:rlp 113 Septemher. 

An AP and escort was reported at i'AURTJ today by a patrolJing 
plane. 
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15 September (Oahu Date) - Cont'd -

Routine air searches were prevented at A~TU and .ANCEITKA because 
of weather but were carried out from ADAK. A more complete report of the 
recent raid on PARAMUSHIRiJ indicates about 60 VF's attacked our bombers and 
about 12 were shot down with 3 more probables. More were possibly shot dovm . 
An AP was observed on fire and an AK was seen to break in two. 

ComCentPac 160043 requests information as to amphibious tank 
available in the SANOAN Area and whether certain landing craft can pe.R s 
over the reef and enter the lae;oon at NOITOMEA. 

CinCPac 160315 requests early action on 080515 herein. 

CinCPac 160327 requests change of destination of LST Div 18 to 
SAN DIEGO. 

ComSoPa.c 150634, ComSoPac 150635, ComSoPac 150644, CinCSoWestPac 
160310 and CinCPac 160137 (all pink) discuss the time schedule for further 
CARTrffiEEL Operations and diminishing of forces in SOUTH PACIFIC. 

16 September (Oahu Date) 

RENDOVA PTs continue to operate but with no surface contacts. Our 
planes again made heavy strikes against KAHILI and BALLALE today. The enemy's 
reaction to these strikes against Southern BOUGAINVILLE targets has been to 
reinforce his units in that area. Despite numbers of his planes destroyed in 
the air and on the ground it is believed his BOUGAINVILLE concentrations have 
increased slightly. 

In ~~swer to a dispatch sent yesterday, ComGen SAMOA reports that he 
believes LCVP's and LCM3's can enter the lagoon over the reef at NANOMEA at 
high tide with reasonably smooth sea. 

The bomber strip on BAKER ISLA}ID is reported 95 per cent complete as 
of yesterday. 

There was very heavy weather in the ALEUTIANS yesterday causing some 
materiel damage at MASSACRE BAY and preventing any air searches. Photos of the 
recent PARAMUSHIRO raid indicate that the taxiways and airport facilities on 
KASHTWABARA Airfield have been greatly expanded since the last photo coverage. 

ComSowesPac reports Allied land forces made an unopposed occupation 
of LAE today. 

U.S.S. NAUTILUS departed PEARL today to assist in the reconnaissance 
of TARAWA. 

CominCh 161947 disapproves the formation of an independent TBF rocket 
squadron. 
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17 September (Oahu Date) 

Late reports of our bombinr; n issions in the HEV1J GEORGIA-SI-iORTLAND Area 
on the 15th indicate th8y were very successfnl. The runway at BALLALE appeared 
unserviceable from recent bombinES and many old holes were still unrepaired. 

The bomber strip on BAKER ISLAND is now conpleted. Jap search planes 
have been reported in the vicinity of NAFOHEA . The rear echelon, 7th defense 
battalion, has arrived at FUNAFUTI for transshipment to NANOHR.I\.. One half 
squadron of fit:hters is to be brought into NANOHEA tomorrow. 

KISKA experienced a bad storm wl-d ch prevented air searches and caused 
cons iderable loss and damaee to landing craft and boats . 

Com 12 170112 is a plan for a movement of 1ST's from HUENEtiE to PEARL . 

ComAirPac 172322 discusses the movement of aircraft to the SOUTH PAC IFIC . V 

18 September (Oahu Date) 

4 PTs operated east and west of KOLOMBANG~~A during the night with negative 
results. A survey indicates LAJIJIBU LAiv1BU COVE will satisfactorily base 8 PT boats 
and it is planned to move them there about 22 Sept. Our plane s carried out a suc-
cessful heavy strike against targets on Southwest KOLOMBANGARA and also intercepted 
a Jap bombing mission off VELLA LAVELLA. High altitude attacks were made by the 
ener.1y on 1.1TJNDA and BAROKOMA with very minor damage. 

Preliminary reports have been received on the TARAWA-NAURU strikes. SoPac's 
planes attacked NAURU from GUADALCANAL and Army planes attacked from CANTON and 
FUNAFUTI, while Carrier planes hit TARAWA during the day. 

3 Jap bombers were reported by our patrol planes southwest of ATTU. Routine 
air searches operated out of ATTU but all others were prevented by weather. 

CominCh 171431 assigns the 4th MarDiv to CinCPac for duty with CentPac. 

ComFIFTHPhibFor 190829 discusses the supply of APAs and AKAs to be used in 
training FIFTEPhi b. 

CinCPac 180355 and CominCh 182042 (both pink) discuss the proposed widening ~ 
and deepening of TE BUABUA Channel, FUNAFUTI . 

~ 
t 
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19 September (Oahu Date) 

Our planes made a bombin~ raid over VILA today. Yesterday a 
large enemy strike of VB's and VF's was turned back over BARAKOt~. 12 
VAL's and 5 ZEKE's were shot down. Ground forces on ARUNDEL continue 
to advance in the face of stiff resistance. 

Preliminary reports from CTF 15 indicates that TARAWA was ef-
fectively bombed and strafed yesterday for seven hours. Minor raids on 
MAKIN and APAMAMA were made at the same time. Four planes were lost. 
Covering our withdrawal 20 Army B-24's fror.~. CANTON, Fill{AFUTI again con-
ducted a heavy raid on TARAWA today. One B-24 was lost and some others 
were damaged. 

The Aleutian Area was quiet. 

CinCPac 182347 (pink) requests that Rear Admiral Hill be not 
relieved until after GALVANIC and that MARYLAND and COLORADO operate 
under ComBatDiv 2, 1~RYLAND to act as Flagship. CominCh 191629 (pink) 
replies in the negative and states 16 in. BB's should not be given 
secondary combat duties. 

20 September (Oahu Date) 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. 

First echelon of Marine fighters started operations from 
fighter strip at NAlJOMEA on 19 Sept. (local time). 

ComSoPac directed T.G. 39 to operate North and West of VELLA 
LAVELLA and a force of about 6 DD to join during the night in an attempt 
to intercept enemy surface forces attempting evacuation or reinforcement 
of KOLOI\[BANGARA. 

Com.AirPac 202136 is a recorrnnendation for the reorganization of 
carrier divisions in Pacific Fleet. The future organization of a division 
to be reach~in 1944 to include two CV and one CVL. 

There are several questions which arise because SoPac positions 
and troops are being used to support Central Pacific operations. The Com-
mand set up and the responsibility for logistic support in that area are 
now under study by the Joint Staff. 

1660 



SEQ RET 

21 September (Oahu date) 

Task Force 39 made a sweep around VELLA LAVELLA last night to inter-
cept any attempt to reinforce or evacuate KOLOMBANGARA area with no contacts. 
2 cruisers and 4 DD's are scheduled to make a similar sweep tonight; PT's to 
remain in port. Our planes were active in the NE1!V GEO~GIA-CHOISEUL area 
yesterday and today. The enemy made several raids on GUADALCANAL and NEW GEORGIA 
with little resultinc damage. 

A submarine scout reports that TARAWA airfield was functioning after 
our recent raids. 

Recent photos indicate a concentration of enemy combatant ships, 1 CA, 
1 CL, 9 DD, 5 SS, 21 AK, plus other naval auxiliaries at RABAUL, as well as 
heavier than usual number of aircraft. 

Plans Division now has underway: exploratory studies for the capture 
of TRUK and the Northern KURILES; detailed planning for the capture of the 
1~RSHALLS: follow through for the capture of the GILBERTS and NAURU; follow 
through for the occupation of the ELLICE Islands. 

The proposal to construct air facilities for tvro CV groups at 
HILO, previously disapproYed by CominCh was submitted by CinCPac for recon-
sideration and approved by Vice CNO in his 211924. 

ComSoPac 220426 (pink) informs senior cow~anders of his contem-
plated ~lan of moving into northern and central BOUGAI}NILLE about 1 November. 

CominCh 212219 (pink) is a re ply to CinCPac 210253 (pink) in regard ~ 
to availability of transports for GALVANIC. 

There were no new enemy developments. 

22 September (Oahu date) 

Light cruisers of TF 39 will operate West and North of VELLA LAVELl~ 
and 7 DDs of TG 31.2 will proceed "up the slot" to North of VELLA GULF tonight 
in order to intercept any enemy craft attempting reinforcement or evacuation of 
KOLOMBANGARA. Sighting of enemy combatant ships, cruisers and destroyers, at 
RABAUL is reaffirmed. Organized resistance on ARffi~DEL ISUUID has ceased, mopping 
up continues. 

Normal air searches were carried out from the ALEUTIANS with negative 
results. 

At NANOMEA, nine fighters are now operating. The full field 400' by 
8000' is now cleared with 300' by 6000' surfaced promised by 16 October. 
Emergency landings can now be made by heavy bombers. It is estimated that 
entire garrison will be on the job about 8 October. 

At NUKUFETAU the fighter strip will be ready about 10 October and 
main runway 1 November. All garrison except Argus unit will be on job 24 September. 

The 4th Marine Division reports for duty to CinCPac 20 September. ~ 

Our submarines continue to report sinkings. 
tons sunk and a 7000 ton ship damaged. 

The TRIGGER reports 33.000 
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23 September (Oahu date) 

T.G.'s 39.1 and 31.2 consisting of 2 CLs and about 10 DD made no contact 
with the enemy in their sweep "up the slot" and north and west of VELLA LAVELLA 
last night. A similar sweep will be made tonight by 2 CLs and 4 DDs. A PT boat 
tender was sent to LAMBU LAMBU on VELLA LAVELLA to service PT boats to base there. 
Reenforcements of a battalion of NEW ZEALAND troops was landed on northwest VELLA 
LAVELLA to clear out northwest area of 300 Japs reported there. 

No report was received frorn the North Pacific. 

Submarines report continued good work. The SUNFISH reports 34,000 tons 
sunk, 7,000 damaged while the PARGO claims 27,000 tons sunk 9,500 ton passenger 
vessel damaged with 2 hits. Otherwise the Paci.fic Ocean Areas were relatively 
quiet. 

CinCPac 240405 (pink) requests reconsideration of CominCh 191629 relative 
to employment of 1~YLAND as assault flagship R.Adm Hill. 

ComSoPac and -various members of his staff arrived for conferences. 

24 September (Oahu date) WJ1< 
ComNorPac reports that fog prevented usual searches yesterday and the 

day before except to the southward of ADAK. Diver entered Jap sub grounded at 
TVITN ROCKS on KISKA identified as I-7 and found papers, note books, etc. Salvage 
will proceed as weather permits. Reconnaissance of MATSUWA Is. was made. 

No contacts were made during sweep of cruisers and destroyers around 
VELLA LAVELLA. Plan for tonight is for 2 CLs and 4 DD to go up the slot to 
VELLA and return to TULAGI. Another similar group to come up from southward 
of VELLA LAVELLA and pass around north of the island and return TULAGI. 
Aircraft were active on various strikes. 

Further sinkine;s by our subs was reported and damage to ACV which was 
slowed and is being pursued. 

Study is going ahead to substitute MAKIN for NAURU in the GALVANIC 
Operation. 

CinCPac 250359 (pink) assigns 4th MarDiv to Com 5th PhibCorps for 
duty and coordination amphibious training~ 

·~ 
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- 8B9RB'l' ~LA$Sif!ED 25 September (Oahu Date) 

No report was received from ComNorPac today. The North Pacific 
is quiet. 

In the South Pacific our planes were active with strikes in KAHIL! 
Area where damage was done and 9 Zekes destroyed. No report was received 
from the surface force sweep around VELLA LAV~~LA last night. Infor.mation 
received indicates enemy is planning evacuation of KOLOMBANGARA soon. 

Reports from SoWesPac imply enemy contemplates withdrawal from 
Fll~CHAFEN Area where on 22nd 17 bombers and 33 fighters were destroyed 
with 29 probables. 

CinCPac 230349 (pink) defines and instructs as to the handling and 
stowage of the different classifications of despatches. 

ComGenSamoa 252238 (pink) gives percentages of completion of various 
air fields in his area. 

CinCPac 260439 {pink) recommends substitution MAKIN for NAURU in 
GALVANIC, Cominch concurs. 

Cominch and members of staff arrived for conferences, ComSoPac also 
present. 

26 September {Oahu Date) 

Co.mNorPac reports that fog prevented most searches except south ot 
ADAK. On 21 September a 60' fishing boat fired on Catalina search plane 
near BERING ISLAND. No other activity is reported. 

The gweep executed around VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND last night was un-
eventful. Several torpedo tracks passed close to the cruisers but none hit. 
Apparently enemy subs have been concentrated in this area. Tonight the same 
sweep will be made by destroyers only. As a routine procedure. other opera-
tions permitting, nightly sweeps around KOLOMBANGARA will be made by at least 
3 destroyers. Our aircraft again hit KAHILI Area heavily. 

CinCPac 262331 from Rear Admiral w.w. Smith recommends obtaining and 
conversion of AKs for GALVANIC. 

Conferences with CinCPac and ComSoPao continue. 

fpi heteiw) 
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September 27 (Oahu Date) 
' The North Pacific was quiet. Y9 P8,&Pt wae-Pee~.ed £ro.m-tft~• ..ea. 

In the South Pacific our aircraft were active over southern BOUGAINVILLE. 
Night prowlers were also active along evacuation barge route between KOLOMBANGARA 
~rD CHOISEUL BAY. The destroyers sweep last night resulted in sinking 3 or 4 
enemy barges North of VELLA GULF. E7ery effort is being made to prevent suspected 
evacuation of KOLOMBANGARA. 

Eight ene~ DDs were sighted 60 miles north of BUKA ISLAND heading SE at 
30 knots. Our des~royers weee o~dered up the slot to north of KOMOUBANGAGA 
tonight to intercept. 

In SowesPac progress is being made towards FINSCHAVEN. 

Cominch 271805 (pink) states J.c.s. approve CinCPac•s 260439 (herein) 
which proposed substitution of MAKIN for NAURU as objective in GALVANIC. C/ 

CominCh and CinCPac inspected MIDWAY installations. 

28 September (Oahu Date) 

The North Pacific was quiet. 

In the South Pacific Liberators on night search contacted 8 to 10 vessels 
NE SHORTLAND area and bombing resulted in near misses. Another B-24 picked up 
8 ships west of CHOISEUL but did not attack as identification was uncertain. A 
second attack on first convoy mentioned resulted in sinking one large ship pos-
sibly CVE. Our DDs make no contact with enemy DDs reported yesterday as heading 
for KOLOMBANGARA which is believed as a probable diversionary maneuver. Our DDs 
and PTs will continue to operate at night on ' evacuation route between KOLOMBANGARA 
to CHOISEUL. 

Preliminary reports from scouting parties on BOUGAINVILLE Is. indicate 
landings at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY feasible with suitable beaches and terrain to 
construct 4000' fighter strip. Beach can accommodate 12,000 men, 6000 tons. 
Report from NOMA NUl~ states that beaches are suitable but gwamps exist between 
beaches and prospective air field site. Reef formation will keep transports 
from 3 to 5 miles from beaches. In general report on NUMA NUMA not as favorable 
as EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. 

CinCPac 290139 (pink) informs ComGenCentPac, ComGenSamoa, ComCentPac and 
ComSoPac of substitution MAKIN for NAURU as objective in GALVANIC. 

CominCh and members of staff left for mainland. 
further conferences. 

ComSoPac remains for 
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29 September (Oahu Date) 

ComNorPac reports air searches made in clear weather 
to northwest and variable visibility in other directions with 
no contacts. 

ComSoPac is continuing operations of our DD's in areas 
around KOLOllBANGARA at night in order to intercept enemy craft 
attempting evacuation that island. Last night one or more 
barges bound for KOLOlffiA1TGARA were destroyed and 6 to 9 turned 
back to CHOISEUL. PATTERSON and McCALLA collided last night, 
each ship suffering damage to bow. Both proceeding TULAGI. 

Five of our submarines on their last patrol reported 
sinking 12 ships damaging 4 others for a total of about 90,000 
tons of enemy shipping. The continued successes of our subma-
rines in spite of a high percentage of torpedo duds unquestionably 
has the effect of limiting the scope of enemy offensive capabili-
ties, and has increased enemy difficulties in maintaining and 
strengthening her perimeter defenses. 

ComSoPac 300239 gives troop requirements for the next 
six months. In that despatch requirements at PONAPE and TRUK 
are included. As this is a Central Pacific problem, it seems 
desirable .for troop requirements in the t~ATES be requested ~ 
by CinCPac. 

CinCPac-ComSoPac conferences continued during the morn-
ing. The main topic of discussion was the employment of Pacific 
Fleet units in support of both GALVANIC and CAR~~rnEEL. No de-
cisions were reached. Also under discussion was a major strike 
on TRUK (PEARL IfARBOR in reverse). If we could succeed in sink-
ing a good number of enemy combat units anchored in TRUK, it 
would solve many of our present difficulties. At the present 
we are not strong enough for such an effort. 

There are no changes in enemy deployment. The force 
now assembled at TRUK is capable o1· making a raid on our outlying 
positions. 
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30 September (Oahu date) 

Our surface force activities in the South Pacific are mainly con-
cerned with interception of enemy barges attempting evacuation of troops 
from KOLOMBANGARA to CHOISEUL BAY. For this purpose DDs, PTs and aircraft 
are employed with CLs used whenever there are indications of larger enemy 
ships in vicinity. While varying number of enemy DDs have been sighted NE 
of BUIN-FAISI Area, apparently headed for north KULA .GULF, none have been 
contacted by ~Tsurfaoe forces. No Jap combatant ships larger than DDs 
have been sighted in this area for some time. 

Task Force 14. composed of 3 CV, 3 CVL, 3 CA, 4 CL, 2 AO and 24 DD 
is at sea proceeding to deliver an attack on WAKE with aircraft and ship 
bombardment in order to destroy installations, aircraft and any surface 
ships encountered. It will also serve to train and give battle experience 
to commanders and all personnel. During the air attack, CTF 14 has been 
directed to obtain photographic coverage. 

Cine Eastern Fleet 300631 (pink) is a reply to CinCPac message as-
suring of Fleet Comdrs. deter.mination to strike hard when his ships are 
withdrawn from MEDITERRANEAN. 

ComSoPao 010043 (pink) informs CinCSoWesPac that plan selected for 
post-CARTWHEEL operations was plan one Which includes landings in EMPRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE. 

CinCPac 010347 informs ComSoPac and interested commands that ELLICE 
ISLANDS will remain under present command organization and discusses logistic 
supply in these islands and other logistic matters. 

1 October (Oahu date) 

In the SOUTH PACIFIC operations against the evacuation barges from 
KOL().[BANGARA continue with our DDs in night contact with the largest group 
seen to date, about 35 of assorted sizes, of which about 20 were destroyed. 
Although enemy DDs were reported in the vicinity, our surface forces made 
no contact with them. Intelligence reports state KOLOMBANGARA radio was 
going off the air permanently, which may mean the evacuation is about com-
pleted. 

Rear Admiral Kirk delivered an informative talk on Amphibious opera-
tions at SICILY. He and his staff will be available for consultation for 
about two weeks. 

The Planning Groups are completing the plans for capture of the 
MARSHALLS and operations against KUSAIE~ ENIWETOK and WAKE. They are making 
explorator.y studies of the Northern KURILES and revising the plans for 
GALVANIC. A preliminary study for the capture of TRUK is also underway. e. 
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2 October (Oahu date) 

Operations of our surface and air forces in the South Pacific 
continue to center around KOLOMBANGARA where extensive destruction of 
enemy evacuation barges has resulted. Mopping up of enemy ground forces 
on VELLA LAVELLA and other small islands in vicinity continue. 

Com3rd Fleet has directed T.F.C. in his force to execute Plan 
One on 1 November. This plan calls for occupation of TREASURY ISLAND 
and landing and establishment of air fields at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. 

ComSoPac anticipates 22 LST will be available on Nov. 1 which 
he considers inadequate for projected operations. 

CincSowesPac reports the occupation of FINSCHAFEN and the sink-
ing of the destroyer HENlEY off !vfAROBE, NEW GUINEA. 

Further developments in connection with enemy submarine reported 
off BARBERS POINT yesterday indicates possibility of attempts to contact 
shore to obtain information. 

3 October (Oahu date) 

The North Pacific since the occupation of KISKA has been quiet. 
Consolidation of bases.and development of airfields is proceeding. The 
10,000' runway on SIDMYA will probably be the largest in the ALEUTIANS. 
The construction of airfields on the island of TANAGA has begun. 

In the South Pacific, operations by our DDs. PTs and aircraft 
against the evacuation barges from KOL()ABANGARA continue. Except for some 
DDs, no enemy surface forces of any size have been sighted in that area. 

The training in amphibious operations for GALVAN!~~~ ~~ 27th Army 
Division in the HAWAIIAN AREA and the 2nd Marine Division ih~~~tarts 
today. 

Admiral Halsey and party completed conferences at PEARL and departed 
for NOUMEA. 
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4 October (Oahu date) i)4:~LJfSS/f7~ · 

In the South Pacific. operations by our surface and air forces 
against the enemy evacuation barges from KOL~iBANGARA and CHOISEUL con-
tinue. No contacts were made, either surface or air. Land operations in 
northwest VELLA LAVELLA are continuing. 

Task Force 14 proceeding to WAKE apparently, so far, has not been 
detected. 

There has been no further information of the enemy submarine re-
ported off BARBER'S POINT, OAHU. Another enemy submarine has been sighted 
100 miles northeast of CANTON ISLAND. The extended distance of these two 
submarines from their usual areas may indicate a change in the enemy's 
policy of their employment. 

CinCPOA 050249 (pink) informs CominCh that D-Day for GALVANIC 
is set as 19 November. CominCh 051605 (pir~) approves 19 November as 
fir.m D-Day for GALVANIC. ComGenCentPac letter AG 093/4 of 4 October 
directs the placing of the 27th Infantry Division under the operational 
control of CamCenPacFor as of this date. The administration and supply 
of the Division to remain with ComGenCentPac. 

5 October (Oahu date) 

Operations by our surface and air forces against the enemy 
evacuation barges from KOLOMBANGARA to CHOISEUL and from CHOISEUL to 
BUIN Area are continuing with several barges destroyed and others damaged. 
Ground force actions on VELLA LAVELLA are meeting with success. 

Nine enemy DDs were sighted 15 miles south of CAPE ST. GEORGE. 
Despatches indicate that our DDs in the VELLA LAVELLA area were in action 
of some kinA• Three DDs were damaged and are retiring southward under 
fighter cover. 

At dawn today aircraft from carriers of T.F. 14 attacked WAKE, 
apparently achieving surprise. Cruisers of this force divided into North 
and South groups carried out an effective bombardment without aircraft 
opposition except for 2 Zekes. Casualties reported so far, one observation 
plane and 1 officer on s.s. SKA':I'E wounded by strafing. · Further air attacks 
and bombardments are scheduled for tomorrow. 

Com 7th Fleet recommends to Cominch against reduction of submarine·s 
on East Coast of Australia because of existing situation in the South and SW 
combat areas, and requests action to provide 30 operating submarines in West 
AUSTRALIA-NEI Areas be expedited. 

CinCPac reconnnends against recruiting of Hawaiian Japanese for use in 
other areas as the best qualified and most loyal are already employed and any 
military information they have may be forcibly extracted in event of capture. 

Admiral Halsey and staff will arrive BRISBANE 9 October for confer-
ences with General McArthur. 
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SECiE~ -
5 October (Oahu date) - Continued - L)~~lJf~~~f7~ 

_, 
ConSoPac informed all his principal subordinates that target date 

of 1 November for EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and D-5 day for TREASURY ISLAND 
must be met because of importance to other operations in PACIFIC. 

CominCh 042043 provides a method for segregating despatch traffic for ready reference by use of serial numbers. 

CominCh 042132 (pi~k) suggests consideration use of arresting and ~ catapulting units on shore during time air strips are under construction. Cl 

6 October (Oahu date} ~ -Operations in the NEW GEORGIA area by our light surface and air forces against enemy barges and cargo ships continue. In last nights action northeast of VELLA LA VELLA the CHEVALIER. 0' BANNON and SELFRIDGE engaged five enemy DDs (one of which may have been a CL). The CHEVALIER was sunk. The SELFRIDGE was badly damaged and the O'BAIDlON slightly damaged. It is reported that the enemy lost 2 DD and 1 CL and that other ene~ ships received damage. Other light forces of both sides _were in the general area but did not get close enough to 
each other to engage. The surviving enemy withdrew. The O'BANNOU picked up fourteen officers and about 85% of CHEVALIER crew. 

In the Central Pacific. carrier aircraft from TF 14 struck WAKE today for the second time but no details were received. Apparently. several of our planes landed in the water about 60 miles NE of WAKE from which may be deduced that either an air battle took place or bad weather forced the landings. At dawn today 6 Navy VB from MIDWAY bombed and photographed WAKE encountering light AA fire and no aircraft. 

CinCPac 062251 informs CinCLant. CominCh that 6 DDs were lost by sinkings or battle damage in last week. that shortage of DDs is acute and requests expedit-ing dispatch of PacFlt DDs covered by CinCLant 031950 and prior dispatches. 

CinCPac 070239 to CominCh. MarCorps. discusses employment of Marine Divs. and replacement battalions for future operations in Central Pacific. 

CinCPac 061801 directs ComCenPac submit plan to vigorously deny NAURU minimum requirement being strike about D minus two day with 1 CV and 1 CVL, 3 CA plus DDs. SARATOGA and MONTEREY will probably be available. 

JCS 021832 (pink) states the overall strategy in the Pacific and discusses the possibilities for CinCSnwesPac advancing into the PHILIPPINES and perfecting ~ 
plans to accomplish this as quickly as possible. ~ 
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7 October (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific our air strikes in the KAHILI-BUIN Area were 
intensified causing heavy damage to shore installations and aircraft on 
the eround. Operations by our aircraft and PT boats against eneMy evacu-
ation barges continue. The sweeping of our mine fields invicinity KOLOM-
BANGARA and enemy mine fields in lower BLACKETT STRAIT will start about 
12 October. O'BANNON and SELFRIDGE, which were damaged in night action 
with enemy DDs,arrived alongside repa.ir ship in PURVIS BAY. 

No further information from CTF 14 except that his task force has 
cleared the WAKE Area. HOE has been directed to join SKATE in search for 
survivors of planes forced down off WAKE. Preliminary reports from photo-
graphic and bombing mission from MIDWAY and other sources indicate nearly 
all Jap planes on WAKE put out of action, total about 50, many enemy 
killed and considerable damage to installations. Our losses have not as 
yet been reported. 

Com 3rd Fleet 072215 (pink) considers it desirable to have additional 
light cr,liser Division plus screen of 4 DD from 25 October to 12 November 
or later, replacement 5 DDs damaged or sunk and 1 Division DDs to increase 
coverage for longer lines .of communication. 

CinCLant 071720 (pink) in answer CinCPac 062251 (pink herein) states 
that 3 DDs will be sent to PACIFIC prior 12 October and others as soon as 
available. 

Planes conducting photo reconnaissance of !~IN have been directed 
to give light token bombing to induce natives to leave for LITTLE MAKIN. 

There are no new enemy developments. Our attack on WAKE does not 
seem to have caused a move of any major ships in the :MANDATES. It is 
increasingly evident that the ene~ will not expose his fleet to battle, 
but will seize every favorable opportunity for attrition. 

8 October (Oahu date) 

ComNorPac reports that our search planes sighted two enemy Bettys about 
275 miles to the West and Southwest of ATTU indicating an increase in air 
strength and intensification of air search from PARAMUSHIRU. 

There were no new developments in the Central Pacific resulting from our 
strike on WAKE. TF 14 is returning to PEARL HARBOR. 

In the SOUTH PACIFIC only minor air activity was reported with no contacts 
between surface forces. An increasing number of enemy surface ships including 
cargo ships have recently been sighted in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. In view of the 
forthcoming operations on BOUGAINVILLE this activity should be 
concern. 
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SECRE9? , 

9 October (Oahu date) DE CLASS/FIE 
Reports received from SOUTH PACIFIC state that Jap resistance on 

VELLA LAVELLA has been el~inated and small boat patrols around entire 
shore KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND drew no enemy fire. Apparently the enemy has com-
pleted evacuation of both iolands. Further information received on the nigh~ 
destroyer action of 6 October indicates that only one enemy DD was sunk by 
torpedoes and that no CLs were present. 

C.T.F. 14 reports that 320 tons of bombs were dropped on WAKE and that 
operations were carried out according to plan except that one additional air 
strike was made on second day. Our air losses were operational 14, combat 13 ~ 
and 21 total flight crews missing. 

10 October (Oahu date) 

The NORTH PACIFIC area has been quiet. Routine air searches are 
carried out whenever weather permits. 

Action in the SOUTH PACIFIC has been confined to air and small craft 
surface pat rol s with a few minor air strikes on enemy positions. Two Jap 
planes hit two AK's unloading at GUADALCANAL with torpedoes, damaging both. 

CinCPac 110141 informs ComGen Samoa that no APA are available at present 
for training 22nd Marines but will be made available prior to employment. 

There are no indications that changes in the disposition of major Jap e 
fleet units have been made. 

11 October (Oahu date) 

The PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS, in general, were quiet. 

One heavy air strike was made on KAHIL! Airfield and adjacent gun 
positions. Extensive damage was inflicted and many intercepting planes 
destroyed. Our plane losses were light. 

CinCPac 120450 deals with the requirements and availability of Army 
defense battalions. 

ComSoPac 120452 (pink) outlines tentative future plans of CinCSoWesPac ~ 
for BIS]!ARCK-ADMIRALTY assault. 
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12 October 1943 (Oahu date) 
DECLASSIFIED 

In the SOUTH PACIFIC, another heavy air strike was made on the 
airfields in the KAHILI-BUIN Area starting the neutralization of this 
area preparator.y to the advance int.o BOUGAI1NILLE. CinCSoWesPac is to 
start a similar campaign against RABAUL. 

Com 3rd Fleet 130416 (pink) purposes to lay defensive mine fields 
northwest of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and to the northeast of CAPE FRIENDSHIP 
prior to next operation in BOUGAINVILLE. 

In ComNorPac 120012~ Vice Admiral F.J. Fletcher relieved Vice 
Admiral T.C. Kinkaid as Commander North Pacific Force and assumed command ~ 
of North Pacific Area on 11 October in accordance CinCPac 091911. 

13 October 1943 (Oahu date) 

For the first time since our capture of ATTU ene~ bombing planes, 8 to 
10 Bet~s, carried out a bombing attack in the ALEUTIANS. The attack was de-
livered on MASSACRE BAY, ATTU from a high altitude but no damage was done. Our 
fighter attempt at interception was not successful. 

Two enemy light cruisers, the TAMA and the KISO, which havo been based 
in the North KURILES are enroute to RABAUL. 

In the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC a very heav,y strike was carried out against 
RABAUL which succeeded in destroying an estimated 100 planes, damaging 50 others 
on the ground and shooting down 26 fighters out of 40 in the air. Claims were 
also made for sinking or destroying 3 DDs~ 3 AKs, 43 small ships, plus other 
harbor craft. 

ComSubsPac 140030 (pink) is a recommendation on Com 7th Fleet 060937 in ~ 
regard to redistribution of submarines in SOWES PACIFIC area. 

14 October 1943 (Oahu date) 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Air strikes in the SOWES 
PACIFIC were executed against the CAPE GLOUCESTER area with good results. 

Air reconnaissance of MAKIN and APAMAMA were completed and results from 
MAKIN should be received in a few days. No enemy activity or shore constructioR 
was noted on AP~~. 

CinCPac 150359 directs that on or about 5 November ComGen SAMOA report 
to ComAirCenPacFor (R.Adm. Hoover) for operational control Marine and Navy shore 
based aircraft and other facilities in SAMOA-ELLICE area in support of GALVANIC. 

167 2 



SEC BiT 

15 October (Oahu Date) 

Operations in the Pacific Area under CinCPOA were restricted to air 
strikes on the BUIN-KAHILI and BUKA airfields. Good results were obtained. 

As all land resistance in the NEW GEORGIA Area had ceased, ComSoPac for.mally terminated the assault phase of that campaign. Information received 
from POW indicates that KOLOMBANGARA garrison consisted of about 10,000 troops. About 3.000 of these reached CHOISEUL for further evacuation to BUIN Area 
and the remainder were evacuated by DD to RABAUL. VELLA LAVELLA was evacuated night of 6 - 7 October by DDs receiving troops from gmall boats. He further stated the enemy will not evacuate SOLOLIONS west of line 156-20 east. 

There are no indications that the disposition of major ene~ fleet 
units have been changed. 

16 October (Oahu Date) 

Action in the South Pacific was limited to air strikes on enemy 
airfields and barges. 

In the Central Pacific a single unidentified float plane appeared off OAHU shortly before midnight from the southwest. It was illuminated 
by searchlights and made off in a southwesterly direction. It is possible that this was a plane from an en~ submarine. 

The Planning Groups having completed the detail plan for FLINTLOCK, outline plan for CATCHPOLE and prel~inar.y study for capture of Northern 
KURILES are currently working on a detail plan for CATCHPOLE and preliminary 
study for an operation to by-pass TRUK and perhaps PONAPE and capture SAIPAN-TINIAN or the BONINS. 

17 October (Oahu Date) 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Air strikes were made on enemy air facilities on BOUGAINVILLE and small craft in adjacent waters. 

Com 3rd Fleet 180257 directs ComGen Samoa to report for du~ to 
ComAirCenPacFor (R. Adm. Hoover) when that officer arrives in ELLICE Area 
abou~ 5 November in compliance with CinCPac 150359. 

Cominch 161830 quotes War Department directive that effective 
1 November 1943 the Alaska Defense Command is designated a separate theater of operations and renamed the Alaskan Department under direct control of the 
War Department. 

157 3 



=-8EeltET > DECLASSIFIED 
18 October (Oahu Date) 

Air activities in the SOUTH PACIFIC continued with resulting damage to 
enemy ground facilities and many planes shot down. Our air losses were slight. 

ComGenCentPac in conference called attention to the very profitable target 
presented ~PEARL HARBOR at this time with its hea~ concentration of combatant 
ships and that the enemy will make every effort to interfere with the initiation 
of our forward movement in the C~~TRAL PACIFIC resorting to suicidal type of air 
raids if necessary. He further stated that it is essential that everyone be 
particularly alert at this time and until the forces for GALVANIC depart. o 

~ 
19 October (Oahu Date) 

Air strikes on airfields and facilities on BOUGAINVILLE and NEW BRITAIN 
and various barges and small craft in vicinity continue. 

ComAirPac raised the question as to adequacy of aviation gasoline that 
will be available in the GILBERTS for projected operations. As a result of 
conference, it was determined that enough gasoline would be there for opera-
tions now planned, but that it would be desirable to increase the scale of 
operations if more gas could be brought in to support the increase. 

CominCh 191811 states MarCorps made available for transfer overseas 
$_~/ various specialized units. ~rv 

20 October (Oahu Date) 

In the SOUTH PACIFIC, air strikes against the enemy air facilities in 
Southern BOUGAINVILLE continue at an accelerated rate. Many enemy troops are 
seen on the southwest coast of CHOISEUL ISLAND, probably awaiting evacuation. 

Work on clearing FUAGEA CHANNEL, FUNAFUTI has been completed. Report 
states 800' ship can negotiate channel with safety. 

CinCPac 210259 assigns 2nd and 8th Defense Battalions reinforced to 
5thPhibCorps. 

In reply to CinCPac query, ComSoPac stated that he is unable to 
A~ troops relief of Marine defense battalions in the ELLICE ISLANDS. 
Richardson states that he cannot provide this relief unless authorized 
by the War Department,--thus r~ising the question of CinCPac authority 
Ar~ troops within the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

provide 
General 

to do so 
to move ~ 
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-SE9RE'f DECLASSIFIED 
21 October (Oahu date) 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. In the SHORTLANDS 
Area, our aircraft and PT boats were active on searches and minor strikes. 

There are indications that the ene~ is carrying out extensive 
air and surface operations which are generally believed to be extensive 
searches extending from the KURILES to the SOLOMONS. Enemy submarines 
are extending their operations with one located southwest of HAWAII, and 
four sighted near NOUMEA. While it is generally accepted that the current 
enemy operations are limited to more extensive and intense searches, the 
fact remains that these activities may result in raids in areas offering 
sufficiently profitable targets to justit,y a hazardous attack. 

22 October (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific, our air forces continued their operations 
against enemy ai~ land installations and shipping. In one air attack qy 
RAAF planes on two light cruisers probably the KISO and TAMA, one cruiser 
was damaged. 

There was further evidence that air searches and submarine patrols ~ 
were on a wider scale than heretofore. 

23 October (Oahu date) --The air strikes against aircraft and air ground facilities on 
BOUGAINVILLE were_ intensified yesterday. The neutralization of the BUIN-
SHORTLAND area preparatory to the advance into TREASURY ISLAND and E1WRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY is apparently progressing favorably. 

Com 3rd Fleet 240115 Op. Plan 16A-43 sets up a covering force of 
the CLEVELAND, DENVER and 7 DD, T.G. 39.3, for the forces advancing on TREASURY 
ISLAND in accordance with his Op. Plan 16-43. 

ComGenCentPac 210501 relays policy of Combined Chiefs of Staff in 
regard to handling propaganda. 

ComGenCentPac has raised various points regarding command for GALVANIC. 
The whole command question in the Pacific Ocean Area is now under study. ~ 
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24 October (Oahu date) 

Our air offensive in the Southern BOUGAINVILLE area is continuing. 
Heavy air strikes were also made on RABAUL. 

Com 3rd Fleet 240601 is Op. Plan 16B-43 which directs T~F. 39, CruDiv 
12 and DesRon 23, bombard BUKA airfield 0000 L November 1 to render it temporar-
ily ineffective during initial landing at ElWRESS AUGUSTA BAY. On return trip 
in passing SHORTLAND area they are to bombard FAISI, BALJ~LE and other facilities 
in vicinity. 

CinCPac Op.Plan 13-43 was modified so as to make it perfectly clear to 
the Army. The modification makes no change in any fundamentals of the plan. 
General Richardson, in a series of letters to CinCPac, has shown considerable 
concern over the command set-up for GALVANIC. There is no disagreement over 
fundamentals • 

CorninCh 221319 (pink) requests broad recommendations concerning sequence, 
timing and nature of Pacific Operations for 1944. 

ComSoPac 250815 (pink) states ComSoWesPac is submitting Reno 3 Plan 
to JCS which covers employment of SoPac forces during 1944. 

25 October (Oahu date) 

In the SOL<J!ONS, heavy air strikes against KAHIL! and surrounding 
airfields were continued. Heavy damage was inflicted. Reports received 
from yesterday's raid on RABAUL indicated that considerable damage was 
caused with many planes destroyed. 

C.T.F. 31 directed 3 DM's to proceed to southeastern BOUGAINVILLE 
to lay minefield in BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT- November 2nd, east longitude date. 

Cam 3rd Fleet Op. Plan lSC-43 directs CTF 38 with 2 carriers to 
strike BUKA airfields early morning of D-day and subsequently. ComAirSoPac 
planes will strike BUKff on D-3 or 2 day. CTF 39 will bombard BUKA OOOOL 
November 1st. 

CTF 31 reports all echelons for TREASURY ISLAND underway on schedule. 

CinCPac 252100 directs CamGenCentPac to use serial 00198, which out• 
lines forces required for Central Pacific Campaign, as a basis for procure-
ment of Army personnel and material. 

CinCPac 260519 (pink) to CominCh gives broad outline of Central 
Pacific Operations during 1944. 

----
t 
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26 October (Oahu date) 

In the northern SOLOMONS~ further air strikes were carried out against 
air installations in the BUIN Area. 

Troop landings on TREASURY ISLAND were completed on schedule. Mortar 
fire, which was encountered on beach, resulted in a few casualties. 

Troops were also landed from 4 APD's on northwest CHOISEUL ISLA}ID, 
preparatory to establishing a PT boat base. A considerable number of Jap 
troops are still reported in CHOISEUL BAY. 

ComSoPac 270212 proposes to lay aerial mines in eastern entrance 
BUKA STRAIT and western channel to RM[UN BAY (west side BUKA STRAIT). 

As a result of anticipated raids or action against enemy Central 
Pacific islands, the main forces of Japanese Fleet left TRUK about 16 October 
for area northeast of there. This may be interpreted to mean that the Japa-
nese may be expected (a) to station their surface forces now at TRUK in po-
si tiona to co1mter our moves into the GILBERTS or MARSHALLS, (b) to sortie 
from TRUK on suspicion of any air raid proceeding toward that base. The sur-; 
face forces returned to TRUK on 26 October. ~ ' 

27 October (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific, the occupation of TREASURY ISLAND is progressing 
favorably. An excellent PT boat base there will accommodate 20 boats. Enemy 
ground forces are retiring to the NE. No report was received from landing force 
on CHOISEUL. Air attacks on air facilities in BUIN area continue. 

CaminCh 261627 (pink) requests recommendations for greater use of sub-
marines against enemy conbatant ships. 

CamSoPac 280643 (pink) requests consideration of moving TF 37 to posi-
tion to assist in interception any enemy force movi~g south and at same t~e 
be in position to carry out CamCenPac plans. 

Co.minCh 262039 (pink) requests recommendation for employment Com9thPhib-
For and staff with CenPacFor and sets target date for operations against PARA- r ~( 
MUSHIRO as Spring of 1945. ~ pi 
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28 October {Oahu date) 

The occupation of TREASURY ISLAND and establishment of a PT base in 
~ part CHOISEUL ISLAND are proceeding satisfactorily. 

The air strikes on airfields in the BUIN Area and BUKA field have 
been intensified and major destruction accomplished. All airfields in 
Southern BOUGAINVILLE were unserviceable on 26 October. 

ComSoPac 290101 has directed laying of aerial mines in eastern en-
trance BUKA STRAIT. 

ComSoPac 290302 (pink) is Op. Plan 16 D-43 and gives dates of moving 
of echelonsinto EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY ISLAND. 

CinCPac 290450 gives intention to return BatDivs 6, 8, 9 and one car-
rier group to SoPac after GALVANIC. 

CinCPac 290321 (pink) to ComSoPac is reply to request for stationing 
of new battleships as covering force for BCUGAINVILLE Operation. 

Enemy reactions to our move into TREASURY and CHOIS~JL ISLAND have 
been minor in character. They apparently are preoccupied with the defense J 
of BISMARCK ARCHIPELEGO_,_. NEW GUillEA.RNb Nntl :sH/-J/.1., :Jf.t. Uu, . ,,. 
29 October (Oahu date) 

The operations on TREASURY ISLAND and at VOZA on CHOISEUL are still 
well in hand. The various Task Forces for the seizure of EMPRESS AUGUSTA 
BAY and air strikes and bombardment or BUKA are underway on their missions. 

Cominch and CNO 221825 and 291645 (pink) gives the decisions or JCS 
in regard to (a) changes in "Category or Defense" for ALASKA, ALEUTIANS and 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, (b} garrison force requirements in ALASKA and HAWAIIAN 
ISLANDS (c) target date for PARAMUSRIRU, (d) construction of bases and 3 air-
fields in ALEUTIANS for B-29 bombers. 

W111l I/YIIIIIVJ~t,4E Pu;#Nis, 
ComSoPac 300450 directs ComSirSoPac to strike NAURUAon 20 November f• 

(East Longitude date) in support of GALVANIC. ~ 

30 October (Oahu date) 

Operations on TREASURY ISLAND and CHOISEt~ ISLAND~at VOZA and SANGIGAI~ 
are proceeding favorably. Air strikes on enemy air facilities on BOUGAINVILLE 
ISLAND continue daily with heavy damage inflicted. 

The very light enemy air opposition encountered confirms the destruction 
of many enemy aircraft in the RABAUL-BOUGAINVILLE Area and indicates either the 
inability to make up losses or the reluctance to transfer aircraft from other 
areas such as the MARSHALLS. 

Our transport group, 1st Echelon of the Landing Force, was sighted by 
enemy aircraft late this afternoon SW of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND and tracked con-
tinuously. No report has been received to date from any of our task forces/ < 
engaged in this operation. 
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31 October (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific, the initial landing at TOReKINA, northern part 
of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was successfully carried out without opposition 
from enemy air or surface ships. 

The BUKA and BONIS airfields were bombarded by T.F. 39 (4 CLS and 
4 DDs) at midnight and T. F. 38 carried out air strikes on same fields 
at dawn. Large fires were started. T. F. 39 also bombarded the SHORTLAND 
area early this morning. Enemy surface units about 4 CL and 6 DD were 
sighted in ST. GEORGE CHANNEL south of CAPE ORFORD. 

The planning groups currently are preparing studies and outline 
plans for carrier raids on the ~~RSHALL ISLANDS and NAURU ~ediately 
after completion of GALVANIC and on TRUK sometime between GALVANIC and 
FLINTLOCK. ~ 

1 November (Oahu date) 

l r 

Operations in south BOUGAINVILLE and air strikes on BUKA were proceed-
ing as planned with no interference with our landine at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. 
An attempted enemy raid by surface forces on transports in the Bay was inter-
cepted by TF 39 and driven off. Results of the battle have not been reported 
except that DD FOOTE was hit by a torpedo and is being towed to TULAGI. Later 
70 enemy planes attacked TF 39 and caused minor damage. 

CominCh 311400 (pink) directs passing CCS 329/2 to ComGenCentPac and 
planning, training for Central Pacific Campaign, reqllesting personnel and 
material in advance of specific JCS directives. 

ComSoPac 010057 (pink) gives latest trends in shaping of RENO 3 plans 
which involves MANUS ISLAND, KAVIENG. ,./ 

2 November (Oahu date) 
~ fl;c 

Operations on TREASURY ISLAND and at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE IS. 
are proceeding satisfactorily. The Marine para-troop battalion has been with-
drawn from CHOISEUL. 

Information received from CTF 39 states that as a result of the sllrface 
battle a preliminary estimate indicates that the enemy had 1 cruiser and 4 
destroyers sunk; 2 cruisers and 2 destroyers damaged. Our damage was DD FOOTE 
torpedoed but towed clear and DENVER received 4 eight-inch hits, none serious. 
A hea~J air strike on RABAUL following the surface battle reported sinking 
2 DDs, 1 DL, 6 Marus, 2 AK and several small craft, and damaging 2 CAs, one 
seriously, 2 DDs, 7 merchant ships and 2 tankers. 

(ptrJI() 
ComSoPac 030100~is a request for reinforcement of SOPAC forces with fast 

BBs and DDs as additional cover for operations on BOUGAINVILLE. This request ,~, 
resulted from the information that a force of cruisers and destroyers left , ~-
TRUK headed south. 16 7 
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3 November (Oahu date) 

The operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area and on TREASURY 
ISLAND are proceeding favorably. 

CinCPac 030915 (pink) assigns CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 temporarily 
to SoPac for use in current BOUGAINVILLE operations and to assist in repel-
ling 5-8 enemy cruisers and destroyers reported southwest of KAVIENG. 

ComSoPac 040446 (pink) is a reply to above dispatch, giving 
reasons for requesting fast BBs. 

NASHVILLE replaced the damaged DE}NER in TF 39. Com 7th Fleet 
made the following ships, at MILNE BAY, available to ComSoPac:; (CAs) AUSTRALIA, 
SHROPSHIRE; (DDs) ARUNTA, WARRAMillJGA, HEUv1, RALPH TALBOT. 

Chief of Staff, Army 022303 clarifies directive to ComGenCentPac 
relative to ground forces in Central Pacific Area. 

The departure of most of the cruisers and destroyers from TRUK 
for the KAVIENG-RABAUL area leaves only the carriers and battleships at 
that base. The enemy cruiser and destroyer ~orce near RABAUL is apparently 
for the purpose of taking advanta.ge of any opportunity to interfere with 
the operation of our transports in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area. Due to 
our air coverage of RABAUL the force probably will not base there but may 
operate out of KAVIENG. The use of our fast BBs in the waters off EMPRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY within range of enemy shore based air and probable concentration 
of enemy submarines without adequate targets is not considered justifiable. 
CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 have been sent to assist the South Pacific Forces.~· 

~ 
4 November (Oahu date) 

Operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area are proceeding favorably 
with the 2nd Echelon due tomorrow morning. Mopping up continues on TREASURY 
ISLAND. 

Planes from TF 38 (SARATOGA-PRINCETON) with R. Adm. Sherman in com-
mand struck RABAUL apparently shortly after the arrival of the cruiser-destroyer 
force from TRUK. The force of 23 torpedo planes, 22 dive bombers, and 52 
fighters reported the following damage: 5 out of 6 CAs hit by torpedoes and 
bombs, the 6th CA was torpedoed; 1 of 2 CLs was hit by torpedoes and bombs, the 
other by bombs; "2 DDs of 15 to 20 present were torpedoed; about 24 planes shot 
down plus 5 probables and several damaged. Our losses were 5 fighters, 2 tor-
pedo planes missing, 1 dive bomber shot down and 32 planes with minor damage. 

The 2 CAs and several CLs and DDs reported north of KAVIENG retiring 
northward perhaps were the ships damaged by SoWesPac air force in RABAUL. 

CinCPac 030915 (pink) is further directive for temporary assignment 
of CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 to SoPac and present intention of detat~ng them 
about 12 November for GALVANIC. 

· CorninCh 042125 (pink) approves deferment FLINTLOCK target date to a 1 date as early as possible after 1 January, and not later than 31 January 1944. /1 
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5 November (Oahu date) 

The second echelon for EMPHESS AUGUSTA BAY and 3rd echelon for 
TREASURY ISLAND arrived on schedule. Operations are proceeding satisfac-
torily. 

There has been no further informat:ion on T.F. 38 air strike on 
combatant shipping in RABAtJL. Two CL' s and 5 DD' s were sighted northwest 
of TOROKINA and one-half of T.F. 39 was proceeding to intercept. The other 
"bNo CL's and DD's after fueli:r.e; in HATHORN SOUND, southern end KULA CULF, 
were proceeding to join. 

CinCPac 052111 (pink) assigns T.F. 50.3, R.. Adm. Montgomery with 
ESSEX, Btnn<ER HILL, InDEPENDENCE, and 3 DD, temporarily to SoPac for imme-
diate strikes against drunaged enemy shipping in RABAUL. Present intentions 
are to withdraw these units for GALV!LT\fiC. 

ComSoPa.c 060619 (pjnk) is a. request for one and preferably two 
carrier divisions to augMent SoPac forces in support of operations on BOU-
GAINVILLE and retention of CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 until consolidation 
AUGUSTA BAY completed about end November. 

Tnformation indicates that the following enemy combatant units 
are in the BISMARCK-SOLOMONS ~ at present: 6 CA (damaged), 3 CL, 18-20 
DD. The planes from the two large carriers are believe.d shore-based in 
this area. ' 

6 November (Oahu date) 

Operations in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area and on TREASURY IS!. .. AND 
are proceeding satisfactorily. Echelons are proceeding and unloadine both 
places as per schedule and without interference. 

/ 

Further information on TF 38 air strike on shipping in RABAUL ob-
tained during the attack indicates that the previously reported extensive 
damage to the cruisers and destroyers may be correct. Photographs taken 
during the attack show the following combatant ships present: 8 CAs, 2 MOGAMI, 
2 NACHI, 3 ATAGO, 1 TONE Cla.sses; 3 CLs, 1 each SENDAI, YUBARI, NATORI; and 
14 DDs. 

CinCPac 060320 (pink) delays Dog Day for GALVAJTIC one day to 20 
November W. Long. 

ComSoWesPac 070213 (pink) sets tentatively Doe; Day for DEXTERITY 
as 5 December. 

C of S to ComGenCentPac (070220) gives War Dept. policies and in- 1 structions in regard to training, supply and movements of troops in Central tf'~ _ 
Pacific Area. V 

~ 
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7 November (Oahu date) 

The seizure and occupation of :a1:PRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASUR¥. ISLA~JD 
are proceeding in accordance with plan. Enemy air attacks damaged two of 
our transports unloading at EMPRESS AUGTJSTA BAY with 1 bomb each. The 3rd 
Echelon at AUGUSTA BAY and 4th Echelon at TRF.ASURY ISLAND are due 11 November 
(E. Long. date). 

Reports as to the damage inflicted on enemy combatant ships at RABAUL 
by carrier planes are still lacking. From intelligence information it appears 
that the damage may not be as extensive as first reported. The same informa-
tion states that 3 CAs and 15 DD renain in RABAT~ and that all other cruisers 

~ t:i-and destroyers retired to TRUK. 

8 November (Oahu date) 

Operations at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY are progressing favorably. Enemy 
air attacks which damaged two transports also damaged the BIRMINGHAM (CL). 
The most serious part of the damage is to one turret and to hull plating which 
requires docking to repair. 

The two carrier task groups 38 and 50.3 are proceeding to stations 
from which to launch air attacks on RABAUL morning of 11 November (E. long.da.te). 

The most recent photo reconnaissance of RABAUL indicates a reduction 
in shipping there with about 3 cruisers, 7 destroyers and 1 battleship present. 
The presence of the latter ship is not considered probable. 

CominCh 081626 (pink) comments on delay in GALVANIC and use of sub-
marines on TRUK-RABAUL route. 

CinCPa.c 090240 (pink) set the target date for FLINTLOCK as 17 Jan. 
1944, East Long. date. 

During a conference with those concerned this afternoon, it was decided 
to withdraw CentPac forces which had been sent to Admiral Halsey tb bolster 
up his BOUGAlNVILLE operation, and to order Sherman's task force to strike 
NAURU as originally planned. There does not seem to be any necessity for 
support from CentPac after the CV strike on RABAUL now scheduled for the J~th 
(local date). 

The Plans Division of CinCPOA Staff is considering a plan to defeat 
JAPAN twelve months after GERMANY falls. The assumption is that GER~~liT will ~ 

fall in October 1944. ~ 
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9 November (Oahu date) 

Our positions on EAWRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY ISLAND are being 
improved and conditions are satisfactory. Work has started on airfields at 
TOROKINA POINT which will take about 30 days to complete. 

Our aircraft continue their attacks on enemy aircraft and airfields 
in BOUGAINVILLE area with good results. Airfields are kept out of commission. 
Some bombing of our positions in this area was minor in character and resulted 
in little damage. 

Latest reports confirm the fact that most of the enemy cruisers and 
destroyers have been withdrawn from the RABAUL area as only two cruisers, 9 DD, 
plus some auxiliaries and merchant ships were reported there. 

Reply to CominCh 262039 Oct. in regard to employment Com9thPhibFor and 
Staff was made by serial 001430 of Nov. 2 which recommended in effect that the 
Headquarters 9thPhibFor be sent to SAN DIEGO to complete Group 3, 5thPhibFor 
and remainder to PhibTrainPac to be organized as nucleus for future expansion 
into Force or Group Headquarters. CominC~ 092220 dissolved 9thPhibFor and 
action recommended above was approved and will be carried out. 

CinCPac 092115 to CornSoPac directs that Montgomery's carrier force 
report V.Adm Spruance in time to carry out GALVANIC and Sherman's force 
carry out planned strike on NAURU. R.Adm DuBose's cruiser and destroyer 
force was also ordered to join ComCenPacFor for GALVANIC. 

10 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our positions in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and on 
TREASURY ISL~~!D is progressing with but minor enemy interference at the former 
place. 

The carrier air strikes made by two groups of carriers on shipping in 
RABAUL were handicapped by a low cloud cover over that port. 

Five DDs were dive bombed and attacked with torpedoes off the entrance 
to the port with some hits and near misses reported. Carriers in R. Adm. Mont-
gomery's force apparently received minor damage, although the ESSEX reported 
four air attacks delivered at her. ~~any enemy planes were reported shot down. 
Full report of Montgomery's strike is not in. He may have been able to strike 
RABAUL. 

CominCh 101609 (pink) calls attention to seriousness of shipping situ-
ation in POA suggesting making South and Central Pacific a single area for 
transportation of personnel with CinCPOA as coordinating agency of priorities. 

~ 
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11 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of positions on EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY and TREASURY 
ISLAND continue as planned. With the completion of unloading of the 3rd 
Echelon at TOROKINA and 4th Echelon at TREASURY there have been landed 26,700 
personnel and 19,000 tons of cargo at the former and 7,700 personnel and 5,800 
tons of cargo at the latter place. 

NANOMEA reported being under attack yesterday by 12 bombers. Forty 
to sixty bombs were dropped causing minor casualties and damage. 

As a result of enemy air attacks on our carrier groups attacking 
RABAUL it was reported that about 100 enemy planes were shot dmvn by our 
carrier aircraft. 

The results of R.Adm. Montgomery's carrier air strike on shipping 
in RABAUL are as given in CTG 50.3 dispatch 120321. 

12 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation at E~WRESS AUGUSTA BAY continues with no interference 
subsequent to the landing. The 4th Echelon arrived there on schedule. 

As a result of enemy torpedo plane attack, 0500 local time, southwest 
of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY on T .F. 39 the DENVER was hit aft. With three shafts 
out of commission the DE1NER was proceeding under tow of tug and on one shaft 
at 7 knots. The DE1nTER is thus under serious danger of enemy air attack. 

The EP JE movement of Marine defense battalions in the SAMOAN-ELLICE 
area was discussed with Lt.Gen. Vandegrift, U.S.M.C. 

During the morning Admiral Nimitz discussed the POA troop lift problem. 
Various views and difficulties were presented by those concerned. Admiral 
Newton will present a proposal on the problem at a conference tomorrow. {l. 

13 November (Oahu date) 

The enemy's attempts at interference with our occupation of EMPRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY area and TREASURY ISLAND both by air and surface ships have decreased 
materially since the successful carrier air strikes on RABAUL on the lOth W. Long. 
date. 

Task Force 74, consisting of the AUSTRALIA, SHROPSHIRE and 4 DD, have 
been directed to return to command of SoWesPac, but with the stipulation that 
it be available for call when needed. 

6 Bombers attacked FUNAFUTI during the night of 12 Nov. W. Long. date 
with no casualties, some material damage and 3 aircraft destroyed. 

CominCh 132035 (pink) quotes WarDept. directive to ComGen Alaska Sector 
to actively participate in the pla~~ing for operation against PARAMUSHIRU with 
ComNorPacFor on basis of mutual cooperation. 

-Continued-
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13 November (Oahu date) -Continued-

V.Adm Newton presented a solution of the priorities problem for study 
by the Staff. This problem will be discussed further before being sent along 
to Washington. 

various Marine Corps f.3., 

14 November (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific~ the occupation of TREASURY IS. has been completed 
and organized land resistance has ended. 

The reinforcement and supply of our troops in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY contin-
ues in accordance with schedule. Sporadic skirmishes in some sectors of our 
perimeter have taken place. Our air patrols and PT boat operations in the South 
BOUGAINVILLE area are concentrating on enemy barges and small craft with excellent 
results. 

There are no indications of changes in.the location of the major enemy 
combatant units in the TRUK-MARSHALL-RABAUL areas. 

The DENVER arrived in PURVIS BAY 0900 15th Nov. (E.Long.date). 

ComWesSeaFron in his serial 01866 of 3 Nov. has reduced the Cate.gory of 
Defense of the Western. Sea Frontier from "Btt to nAn. 

CinCPac 132235 (pink) states concurrence with CominCh 101609 in regard 
to CinCPac & POA acting as coordinating agency for combined priority list for 
Central and South Pacific Areas. 

Admiral Nimitz and his Staff concerned, today discussed Marine Corps 
matters with General Vandegrift. It was decided that the present directive 
from CominCh to move Marine defense battalions forward is unduly restrictive 
and that a proposal to give CinCPac more latitude be submitted. It was further 
decided that General Vandegrift prepare a dispatch to the Marine Corps request-
ing that no action be taken on MarCorps serial 003B26343 dated 23 Sept. 1943, 
until -General Vandegrift gets to Washington. 

General VMdegrift stated that it was his understandinp_; that the KAVIENG 
operation is now scheduled for 1 March 1944. While we do not have RENO 3 (Gen. 
MacArthur's Plans for 1944 oper~tions) it has been our understanding that the 
KAVIENG Operation would commence on 1 May 1944. As it is expected that the 
Central Pacific Force will be· required to cover the seizure of KAVIENG and as 
the CATCHPOLE Operation will be scheduled for about that time, it would appear 
that the best coverage would be the largest possible carrier strike on TRUK 
at that time. 
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15 November (Oahu date)' 

The consolidation of our position at TOROKINA and movement 
of reinforcing echelons to that area and to TREASURY ISLAND continue 
sa·tisfactorily. 

The first air strikes by land-based B-24s preparator.y to 
G.ALV ANIC was made late afternoon1 of 14 November (E. Long. Date) on 
TARAWA and MILLE with 9 bombers at each objective. fhe damage and 
casualties caused were apparently not extensive. Another attack by 
18 B-24s on TARAWA was made late 15 NOvember (w •. Long .. ) with unannounced 
results. 

Intelligence reports indicate rather extensive movement of 
ai rcra:tt in the M.ARSH.ALL-GILBERT ISLANIS. 

16 November (Oahu Date) 

The reenforcement of our troops and position at TuRuKiNA 
continues. During the approach of the 5th Echelon at TORO~NA ~he 
M~AN APD with Marines on board was torpedoed by aircraft and sank. 
About 125 men were lost. The 6 DDs escorting the 5th Echelon proceeded 
to BUKA and bombarded air facilities ana enemy positions. Air strikes 
on BOUGAINVIIJ..E airfields continue to keep them unuseable. 

In the North Pacific T.F. 94 composed of 3 Cts and 4 DDs 
will make a sweep towards the KOMANDOISKI ISLANDS and along the KAMCHATKA 
coast for the purpose of destroying Japanese patrol craft disguised as 
Russian fishing boats. 

Air strikes were carried out by B-24s fran CANI'ON end .ELLICE 
bases on J ALUIT, MILLE and MAKIN. Considerable damage was done at J~UIT 
where light AA fire was encountered. Antiaircraft fire at ~LLE was intense 
while at MAKIN it was light. No enemy interceptors were encountered and no 
damage was suffered by our aircraft. 

Air reconnaissance photographs have been obtained of MILLE, ~ 
KUSAIE and MALOELAP. 
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17 November (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific, air strikes on enemy air installations on 
BOOGAI!-JVILLE and bombing and strafing of enemy troops and positions in vicinity 
of TOROK INA continue daily. Jap air bombin~s of our positions at TOROK INA are 
infrequent and have caused little da.mace. 

Aerial mines have been layed in BUKA PASSAGE and will be laycd in re-
ma2n1ng open channel to western side SHORTLATID Area in addition to minefield 
west of TOROK INA and northeastern passage 'BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT • 

Air strikes by ELLICE ISLAND bombers on objectives in the GILBERTS 
and MARSHALLS continue as scheduled. Enem~r bombers attacked FUNAFUTI early 
morning of the 17th of November inflicting minor dumage. 

Com 7th Fleet 180641 (pink) states Dog Day for landing on GASMATA is 
2 December, and for CAPE GLOUCESTER will be between 22 and 30 December. 

Intelligence reports received to date indicate that no major task forces~ 
proceeding for Q~LVANIC have been sighted or reported. ~ 

18 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our position at TOROKINA continues. There were 
no outstanding incidents reported during the day. 

One of our task groups proceeding towards GILBERT ISLAJJDS was sighted 
and reported yesterday. Our carrier group was sichted and reported approaching 
~TAURU, but delivered air attack as scheduled. Results were not reported. 
Another carrier group struck at TARAWA on D-2 day as scheduled. No report of 
results was received. Further carrier air strikes on GALVANIC Objectives are 
scheduled for tomorrow, D-1 day. 

CominCh 181637 (pink) to CinCPac discusses assigrrments of destroyers 
and patrol craft to Pacific Fleet. 

19 November (Oahu date) -----Operations in the South Pacific continued without any major incidents. 
Carriers and land based air strikes were carried out in the GILBERTS and MARSHALLS 
in accordance with schedule for D-1 day, GALV!~IC Plan. 

From intelligence information received, there appears to be no indication 
that the enemy is aware of a major amphibious operation approaching its objectives 
in the GILBERTS. 

CinCPac 201115 directs that elements of 27th Division not employed in 
GALVAJIIC revert to corunand of ComGenCentPac until further orders. 

MarCorps 181938 ref. CinCPOA 180025 effective 20 November, the 1st Ar~ored 
Amphibious Battalion is attached to 4th Marine Division to permit early training. 

CinCPac 200312 (pink) to CornSoPac gives intention of assigning 51st Marine 
Defense Battalion to ComSoPac in February 1944 and withdrawal of all present 
Marines ELLICE ISLANDS for CentPac operations in late February 1944 with Co!ilSoPac 
providing replacement battalions. 
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20 November (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, the GALVANIC Operation involving assault of 
TARAWA and MAK~~~ wr,s cnrried out on schedule. The H-hour at each objective 
was set at 083~~a the first wave at MAKIN landed on time, at TARAWA about 
45 minutes late. Operations on Iv1AKIN progressed favorably, and last reports 
indicate that the succesR of the operation is assured. 

At TARAWA, due to difficulties in negotiating the reef on the lagoon 
side of BITITU ISLAND, the objective, small beach heads were secured against 
strong opposition. The use of a combat team from the reserves was necessary. 
The progress made during the first day was small, but as about 5000 troops 
have been landed the capture is believed sure. The DD RINGGOLD furnishing 
fire support from lagoon at TARAWA was damaged by two shells, one below the 
waterline, and speed was reduced to 25 knots. 

As a result of a torpedo plane attack by 15 Betty's on the Southern 
Carrier Group southwest of TARAWA, the INDEPENDENCE was struck by one tor-
pedo which damaged and flooded a fireroom reducing speed to 15 knots. She 
is proceeding to FUNAFUTI. An explosion in No. 2 turret of MISSISSIPPI 
killed 1 officer and 9 men wounding others. 

CominCh 191942 (pink) discusses shipping priori ties for December. C/' 
21 November (Oahu date) ~ 

Operations in South BOUGAINVILLE are progressing favorably with heavy air 
strikes keeping enemy airfields unusable most of the time. The 7th Echelon to 
TOROKINA is due tomorrow. 

Strong enemy resistance continues on TARAWA but a brief dispatch indicates 
that a turn for the better had occurred towards noon today. 

Conditions on MAKIN appear to be well in hand and most of the island is in 
our possession. 

Marines were landed on AFAM:AMA davm of the 21st and NAUTILUS reports situa-
tion there satisfactory. 

CinCPac 220233 (pink) informs CominCho~ practice of passin~important opera-
tional dispatches and summaries to him an~at CominCh pass to General :r.iarshall 
messages which relate to Army operations. xpects 

CinCPac 212225 informs ComCenPacFor of estimated reaction of enemy to GALVANIC 
in sending submarines to area and making air attacks on ships from MARSHALLS and 
NAURU and that planned area of operations of carrier groups were too restrictive. 

ComCenPacFor 220630 is a message of instructions to Task Force Commanders to 
carry out above dispatch. ~ v 
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22 November (Oahu date) 

In the GILBERTS, CTF 52 (RAdm Turner) reported the capture of MAKIN on D+2 
day. ComGen 27th Div assumed command ashore. 

At TARAWA CTF 53 (RAdm Hill) reported that the greater portion of that 
island was in our hands with isolated pockets of resistance remaining behind 
our lines. The capture of the eastern tip of the island is progressing slowly. 
Information received from natives and P.o.W. indicate that there were 4500 Japs 
on TARAWA on D-day. Our estimate was 2500. Better reconnaissance and photo 
interpretation indicated. 

On APAMAMA the company of Marines landed by the NAUTILUS have the enemy 
force of 25 men isolated and have captured the Jap landing boats. 

In the vicinity of TARAWA one (and possibly two) enemy submarine was 
destroyed by DD. 

Intelligence reports indicate that the enemy is assembling aircraft in 
the MARSHALLS for attacks on our forces in the GILBERTS via MILLE. Our carrier 
strike on MILLE caused sufficient damage to interfere with these attacks. 

There are no indications that the enemy intends to use his carriers or 
other combatant ships at TRUK to interfere with the GILBERT operations. 

Operations in the South Pacific ·are progressing favorably. 

23 November (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific, operations are progressing satisfactorily. Our 
forces at TOROKINA hold an area 9,000 yards wide and 7,000 yards deep. An LST 
unloading on the beach was shelled by enemy artillery which caused some casualties, 
indicating that the depth of our holdings is inadequate. DesRon 23 on patrol 
last night west of BUKA PASSAGE intercepted an enemy force of five ships in two 
groups. The Squadron Commander reported first group of two sunk by torpedoes 
and while in pursuit of the other group one was sunk by gunfire. 

At TARAWA, the enemy conducted a heavy counter attack last night which 
was repulsed and all enemy resistance ended 0130 GCT, 24 November. 

On 1IAKIN, the occupation phase is completed and assault force commander 
will turn over cowaand to Base Cormnander, Colonel Tenny, USA, at 2000 GCT 
24 November. 

Intelligence reports indicate that the enemy is frantically trying to as-
semble aircraft in the MARSHALLS for assault on our forces in the GILBERTS. So 
far, air attacks have been few. There are some indications that an enemy Diversion 
Attack Force composed of about 4 CA, 1 CL and 6 DD is planninG to sortie from TRUK 
to the eastward. 

CominCh 231754 (pink) requests study and report on means of maintaining 
our subs in the GULF OF SIAM. 
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SECRET 

24 November (Oahu date) 

Operations in the South BOUGAIWTILLE area are progressing favorably. 
ComDesRon 23, Capt. Burke, reports that as a result of the recent night action 
off BUKA, 4 enemy ships were seen to sink and 2 damaged ships escaped westward. 
ComDesRon 23 arrived PURVIS BAY. 

At MAKIN minor isolated enemy resistance on outlying islands is being 
eliminated. Garrison troops ar:e being landed and consolidation is going ahead 
under the garrison force cornmander. At about 0500 25 Nov. local date to the 
westward of MAKIN the LISCormE BAY was hit by one and possibly two submarine 
torpedoes which resulted in subsequent explosions and extensive fires. The 
ship sank in 23 minutes with a heavy loss of personnel estimated at about 52 
officers and 648 enlisted, including R.Adm Mullinix and Captain Wiltsie. 

On TARAWA the airfield will be ready to receive fighters at 1000 Nov. 
25th, Oahu date. The ComGen 2nd Marine Div. has assumed command of TARAWA 
morning of the 25th local time. 

Landings made on seaward beaches at TARAWA revealed that they were 
heavily mined and included barricades and wire. For all landings on enemy 
beaches hereafter boat channels to the beaches and landing areas on the beaches 
will ·have to be cleared of mines prior to landings. 

On APA~~ minor enemy resistance still continues. 

In the North Pacific T.F. 94 returned to ATTU today from sweep around 
K01MUrDORSKI Islands with no sightings and no contacts. 

CinCPac 250357 (pink) to ComCenPacFor directs that carrier air strikes 
be made on :MARSHALLS with primary objective KWAJALEIN at earliest practicable 
date. 

Com 7th Fleet to CominCh 240621 (pink) designates first operation 
Western New Britain as landing at ARAVlE AREA vice GASMATA with tenta.ti ve 
Dog day as 15 December. Dog day for CAPE GLOUCESTER remains unch~ged be-
tween 22-30 December. 

The Division attack force reported yesterday apparently is proceeding 
towards KWAJALEIN. 
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25 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation by our occupation forces of TARAWA and MAKIN is 
progressing satisfactorily. No outstanding incidents occurred at either place 
during the last 24 hours. Submarine contacts have been made in the vicinity 
of TARAWA. 

Infantry has been directed to occupy APM.UUJA not later than morning of 
the 27th, E. Long. date and naval forces are proceeding to cover this movement 
into that island. 

ComCenPac has directed some reorganization of his forces and the transfer 
of aircraft from certain carriers to combatant carriers remaining in GILBERT 
area. Some of the assault shipping used in GALVANIC with some assault troops 
have been started on their return voyage to PEARL under escort. 

In the South Pacific no major events occurred. 

The enemy is still endeavoring to augment his aircraft, submarine, and 
light surface forces in the !AARSHALLS. Additional troops are also apparently 
going to be moved in. 

Admiral Nimitz and party, which included General Richardson, departed 
PEARL for an inspection of the ELLICE and possibly GILBERT groups. DV 

~ 26 November (Oahu date) 

Consolidation of our positions on MAKIN, TARAWA and APAMAMA continue. 
Fighter planes from the NASSAU and BARNES started to land on TARAWA airfield 
early afternoon of the 25th, W. long. date. Marines on APAMAMA believe that 
all Japs on that island have committed mass suicide. Enemy aircraft attack on 
our surface forces at MAKIN was reported but no information on damage, if any, 
received. 

In the ErAPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area enemy ground forces were reported on all 
sides of our position at TOROKINA and there are indications that an attack in 
force is to be launched. In view of the large enemy forces in South BOUGAINVILLE 
the security of our position there is not~all assured. 

The Diversion Attack Force reported heading for KWAJALEIN apparently was 
routed to ENIWETOK Atoll (BROWN ISLAND) where an oiler was proceeding to fuel 
the force. Intel l igence report s state that the BBs, and CVs at TRUK have been 
fueled but there were no indications of their probable movements. 

In 1nw1 GUINEA, ground forces reported the capture of SATELBERG on the 
25th, E. long. date. 

Observers ret1rrning from the GILBERTS stress two things: (1) the bombard-
ment and bombing does not prevent the Japs from putting up very stiff resistance. 
It is very helpful, but not devastating. (2) LVTs are essential to successful 
assault. Effort will be made to increase numbers of these for FLINTLOCK. Also, 
as one division was fu l ly committed at TARAWA, it may be necessary to increase 
troops allotted for FLINTLOCK. ~ ~ 
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27 Novenber (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our positions on TARAWA and MAKIN are progressing 
satisfactorily. AA guns including 90mm have been set up and 155mm guns are 
being landed on TARAWA. Fighters are operating from the airfield but repairs 
to the field are still necessary and underway. Estimated casualties to da(e 
are: TlllAKIN 63 killed, 119 wounded; TARAWA 1000 killed and nissing, 2500 woimded. 
It is reported that 60 Japs rer.min in the northern tip of TARAViA ATOLL •. 

The occupation of APAMAMA is proceeding according to plan. 

Carrier Task Group 50.2, west of 1~KIN, was attacked by 30 to 40 planes 
last night. Three night fighters were launched and were largely instrumental 
in repulsing the attack. The TF'C considers that 8 to 10 Betty's were shot 
down. There was no damat;e to our ships. 

ComCenPacFor reports that the carrier strike on KWAJALEIN, TAROA and 
WOTJE will take place 4 or 5 December. 

Intelligence reports state that troop reinforcements are being sent to 
MILLE and JALUIT. No further reports have been received as to the movements 
of the Diversion Attack Force last reported heading for ENITi~TOK ATOLL. 

Steps are being taken to survey the availability of LVTs in both the 
Pacific and in the U.S.A. ~ 

There were no major enemy developments. 

28 November (Oahu Date) 

There has been no enemy interference ,Hi th our operations in the GILBERTS 
during the precPding day except for some enemy aircraft, over TARAWA during the 
night but reports did not state if attack vras :-:1ade. The elimination of the 
enemy on the NE tip of TARAWA Atoll was apparently completed. 

The shore based bombers frcm the :ELLICE bases hit MILLE and plan further 
air strikes on the MARS:sALL bases. 

Operations in the South BOUGAINVILLE area continue favorably. 

Our submarine SEAL covering KWAJALEIN reports 3 CLs, 4 DDs, 8 AKs in 
harbor and the PADDLE at ENIWETOK reports that 4 CAs, 6 DDs had departed. 
There have been no reports on movements of other major enemy surface forces. 

Major General Holland Smith, USHC, made a brief report on GALVANIC to 
CinCPac morning conferees. He said that the TARAv7A capture was unbelieveably 
difficult. For similar operations he recommends 450 LVTs per division; 
improvement in naval gunfire support. ~ 

-

1592 



29 November (Oahu date) 

In the South Pacific there were no major developments. It is estimated 
that about 5,000 Japs remain in the northwest tip of CHOISEUL ISLAND. 

In the GILBERTS, unloading of supplies continues at all three islands 
occupied. Assault transports have completed unloading and the majority are 
returning to PEARL under escort. 

There was no interference to our operations either by enemJ' aircraft or 
surface ships during the last twenty four hours. 

Reports do not indicate any changes in the dispositions of the major (j/ 
enemy surface units. 

30 November (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our defenses on }~KIN, TARAWA and APAWU~ continues 
without interference by the enemy. 42 fighters are operating from the field 
at TARAWA. The airfield at MAKIN is 10% completed. 

There was no action or contacts with the enemy reported from the GILBERTS. 
The SOLOMONS area was relatively quiet. For purpose of reconnaissance and 
raiding, one paratroop battalion plus one company of Raiders landed against 
minor opposition on shore 1~ miles NW of KOIARIS (about 10 mi. east of TOROKINA) 
during night of 27-28 Nov. (Vv.long.) after a strong Jap counter attack in which 
action our troops were supported by aircraft and LCI gunboats, our force withdrew 
at 2130 on the 28th (W.long.). 

~ 
Jap casualties were estimated at 200~ dead, probably additional number 

killed by bombing and bombardment. Our casualties 15 killed, 71 wounded. 

The PLUNGER off MILI Atoll reported 2 CLs and 1 DD leaving that base at 
high speed to the westward. There were no reports of movements of other major 
enemy surface forces. 

Admiral Nimitz returned from an inspection of TARAWA, the ELLICE ISh~JD 

bases and CANTON. ~ ~ 

1 Decembe~ (Oahu date) 
~ 

The consolidation of our bases in the GILBERTS is progressing favorably 
with no enemy opposition. At I'.{AKIN, ground defenses are about 80% operative 
with the air strip 15% completed. 

At TARAWA, good prog"ress is being made in unloading and searching out 
and el~inating enemy coast watchers and their stations in surrounding islands. 
Unloading at AP.AMAMA continues slowly. 

Ten CANTON B-24s bombed TAROA 0 :1ALOELAP) during the morning of the 30th 
of November causing damage and obtaining photographs. Out of 35 Zekes which 
intercepted 7 were reported !J.estroyed, 12 probably destroyed and 4 damaged. 
Heavy AA fire was encountered and the B-24s were heavily damaged b;>r fighter 
fire, but all returned. (Continued) 1693 



OECRE'f 

1 December (Oahu dat e) (Continued) 

VVhile opera ting independently East of TARAWA, our destroyers BRADFORD 
and BROv~J were attacked bJr enemy torpedo pl anes. By skillful maneuvering all 
torpedoes were evaded. Three t orpedo planes were shot down and 2 probably de-
stroyed. 

The Northern SOL0110NS Area was general l y qu iet. 

2 December (Oahu date) 

Improvements of our positions in the GILBERTS are proceeding satisfactorily. 
At MAKIN ground defences are 80% and communications 60% effective. The fighter 
strip is 20% complete. 

At TARAWA, the development of HAWKINS FIELD is proceeding satisfactorily. 
The unloading of the 2nd echelon Acorn 14 is 50% complete and 1st echelon Acorn 
17 is 70% complete. At APAMAMA unloading proceeds slowly due mostly to method 
of loading of transports. 

Four B-24s from FillfAFUTI bombed MILLI with 5 ·tons of bombs. Report states 
that 60% hit target area starting explosion and fires and 5 Zekes in the air did 
not close. One of our planes is missing. 

There were no major developments in the SOLOMONS. It is now estimated that 
two to five thousand Japs are concentrated in the northwest tip of CHOISEUL Island 
apparently awaiting evacuation. Three destroyers are ordered to bombard the 
CHOISEUL BAY area for one hour at 0900 Dec. 5th, local time. 

Two search planes from the South Pacific bombed OCEAN Island and reported 
that the island appeared deserted. 

3 December ( Oahu date) 

There were no actions or major developments reported fr om t he GILBERTS 
dur ing the day. At TARAWA, all assault troops with material wi l l be embarked 
by 0400 GCT, 4 December and the command of TARAWA will pass to the Is l and 
Commander, Capt ain Tate, at 2000 GCT, 4 December. 

The SOLOMONS area was generally quiet. The 8th Echelon to TREASURY and 
9th Echelon t.o TOROKINA arrived on schedule. The TOROKINA convoy was attacked 
by 20 to 25 torpedo and dive bombers durinE the night but suffere d no damage 
or casual ties. Three enemy planes were shot 'iown with two or three probables. 

CominCh 031835 (pink) states increasing demands and production of l anding 
craft is critical, directs limiting use of this type of craft to assault 
operations and essential traninc, and directs their transfer from Sea Frontiers 
and Districts to the nearest fleet commander. 
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4 December (Oahu date) 

The development of our bases in the GILBERTS is proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

At MAKIN ground defenses are 85% and communications 60% effective. 
The airfield is 25% complete. Information has been received that the 
field will accommodate fighters by 10 December. One enemy VF approached 
the island from over the lagoon but was driven off. 

At TARAWA, Commander Advance Base relieved ComGen2nd MarDiv of command 
T.Au.Ti.AWA at 2000 GCT 4 December. Nine enemy bombers attacked TARAWA about 1600, 
local time. They dropped 36 - 100 lb. bombs causinG the following damage: 
1 PV and 1 FGF destroyed, 2 PVs and 6 F6Fs damaged, 200 bbls. gasoline burned. 
There were no p·ersonnel casual ties. 

At APAMAN[A unloading is progressing. Commander Advance Base relieved 
Asst. Comdr. 2nd MarDiv at 0100 GCT 5 December. 

In the north SOLOMONS extensive air attacks were carried out against 
enemy positions throughout the area with good results. 

Preliminary intelligence indicates that carrier task forces carried out 
pla~ned air attacks on }mtRSHALL Island bases. No report has been received from 
RAdm. Pownall the Task Force Commander. 

~1. 
5 December (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is proceeding satis-
factorily. 

ComCenPacFor reported that the airfield at MAKIN will be ready for fighters 
within 10 days provided that the supply of Marston mat is adequate. He also 
proposes to order combatant ships in the GILBERTS to leave and carry out remain-
ing tasks on 7 December, E. long. date. 

CTF 57 reports that 8 Liberators bombed NAURU on the 5th, starting large 
fires. There was no enemy interception, AA fire was moderate and inaccurate. 

Thirty-five Liberators dropped 108 500-lb. and 511 100-lb. bombs on MILLE, 
about noon the 4th E. Long. date. AA fire was encountered but no enemy aircraft 
intercepted. 

SAILFISH reported sinking the ZUTIIO (CV) about 2400 GCT 3 December in Lat. 
320-20' N, Lon~ 143°-45' E, while enroute to EMPIRE. 

CinCPac 050248 returns elements of 27th Division and attached troops 
employed in GALVANIC to the operational control of ComGenCentPac. 
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6 December (Oahu date) 

The consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing. 
At MAKIN, ground defenses are 80%, communications 70~ and airstrip 40% effective. 

At APATW.1A fighter strip is 50~~ cleared and partially graded. Seaplane 
moorings have :1een planted in the north end of the lagoon. 

Although aircraft are using the Japanese airfield on BETIO Island in 
TAllAWA Atoll reports indicate that considerable reconditioning of the field 
will be necessary to permit its use by heavy aircraft. The clearing of the 
new field in the SE corner of the Atoll is completed and grading is underway. 

On 7 December, East longitude date, CTF 57 relieved ComCenPacFor of 
command of the GILBEHTS. 

Intelligence reports do not indicate any changes in the disposition of 
major enemy fleet units or locations of fleet comnanders. 

CominCh 062152 (pink) approves plan for operations of submarines in the 
Gulf of SIAM as proposed in CinCPac 030402. 

7 December (Oahu date) 

Two enemy planes attacked TARAWA during the night of 5 December, E. Long. 
date, dropping 8 bombs. All bombs but one dropped in the water. Minor damage 
was caused by the bomb that hit. 

MAKIN was attacked by one enemJr bomber night of 7 December, E. Long. date. 
Four bombs dropped in the lar,oon causing no damage. 

On 4 December, W. Long. date, a carrier air attack was made by 4 CVs and 
2 CLs under R. -Adm. Pownall on shipping, aircraft and land installations on 
KVlAJALEIN and WOTJE Atolls. 

At KWAtTALE nT, 2 CLs, 1 AO, 3 AKs were reported sunk, 3 AKs damaged or sunk. 
Ground installations and grounded aircraft were damaged and destroyed. A total 
of 51 enemy aircraft were shot down. Our losses were 2 F6Fs and 1 SBD. 

At WOTJE, one AK was badly da.map;ed, 5 enemy aircraft destroyed. Many fires 
were started and extensive damage caused to hangars and barracks. ~ve had no losses. 

A prolon~ed air attack by many medium torpedo-bombers the night following 
the strike resulted in one torpedo hit in the LEXINGTON on the starboard side aft. 
This caused considerable structural damage, breaking of No. 2 shaft, damage to 
turbine and reduction e;ears and disablinr; her steering £';ear. The LEXINGTON is 
returning to PEARL at 20 knots. 
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8 December (Oahu date) 

Seven B-24s from NUKUFETAU via NANOMEA dropped 10 tons of 500 lb. bombs 
on TAROA, 30% hit in target area. Of seven fighters which intercepted, one 
was shot down. One B-24 which missed TAROA bombed gun positions on MILLE. 
Squadron from BAKER was unable to take off due to lack of wind. 

At TARAWA, hard surfacing on BETIO STRIP was extended 700 by 150 feet. 
All guns are ready for action, but permanent gun emplacements are partially 
completed. Clearing for B01ffiiKI STRIP was extended to 6300 feet and grading 
partially completed. 

During the night of 7 December 4 enerny aircraft dropped bombs in the 
water near the ELLA strip. Night fighters failed to intercept. 

MAKIN airfield is 45% complete. APANIAMA airfield is 50% cleared and 
partially graded. 

CinCPac 070450 recommends that no further S-Class submarines be with-
drawn from combat duty and discusses employments of submarines. 

CinCPac 090322 to Com7thFleet proposes to send all submarines of Squad-
ron 18 and Division 121 direct from PEARL to SoWesPac and proposes other 
reallocations of submarines in the Pacific. 

9 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, 22 NBJaiEA Army Liberators dropped 44 tons of 
500 pound bombs on JALUIT and 11 hit TAROA with 16 Tons of 100 pound bombs. 
There was no interception at JALUIT and 2 out of 10 intercepting Zekes were 
shot down at TAROA. 

Aircraft from the ELI.,ICE ISLAND bases are carryine; out regular daily 
searches. One Navy search Ventura strafed MILLE encountering heavy machine 
gun fire. It destroyed several small craft in the harbor. 

During transit of Gaillard Cut, Panama Canal, the INTREPID struck the 
channel bank. The forward peak tank was flooded and bottom of ship damaged. 
Temporary repairs can be made at BALBOA. 

Rear Admiral Po·wnall' s carrier force arrived at PEARL. 

Cominch 082150 states policy and agreement of State, Army and Navy 
Departments recarding release of control of airfields no loncer needed for 
combat purposes. 
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10 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, 19 Army Liberators from FilllAFUTI dropped 20 tons 
of bombs on MILLE during afternoon of the 9th. Clouds obscured results. Of 15 to 
25 intercepting fighters 4 were destroyed and 3 probably destroyed. Five of our 
aircraft were slightly damaged. Consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS 
is proceeding satisfactorily. 

In the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY region our ·beachhead has been extended to an area 
about 12,000 yards wide and 9,000 yards deep. We have approximately 42,000 troops 
in the area. The fighte.r strip is nearing completion. Some aircraft have been 
operating from it. 

S/;t_~ 
On TREASURY ISLAND an airfield sigh~ 4500 feet long and 300 feet wide has 

been cleared and 3,000 feet of matting ~ /o/ c::t-" 

During the attack on NAURU on 8 December, details of which have not been 
received, a shell hit on the BOYD caused considerable damage to machinery. 

CinCPac 102338 assigned the 22nd Marine Regiment to 5th PhibCorps. 

CinCPac 110259 assigned the 7th Army Division and 1 Regimental combat team 
from 27th Army Division to operational control Com5thPhibCorps. 6-

.. / ~\..../ 
11 December (Oahu date) ~ 

The consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing favorably. 
At TARAWA~ BETIO airstrip is resurfaced 2400 by 150 feet. The new BONRIKI bomber 
strip is coral surfaced over area 3000 by 150 feet and the clearing for the fighter 
strip is started. 

At MAKIN, the ground defenses are 80%, communications 70% and airstrip and 
taxiway 70% completed. 

At APAMAMA an area 4000 by 300 feet has been cleared for a fighter strip of 
which 3000 by 150 feet is surfaced. 

CTG 50.8 reports that during air and surface bombardment of NAURU on 8 Dec. 
51 tons of bombs, 810 sixteen inch and approximately 3400-5 inch projectiles were 
dropped on target. Heavy fires were started but dense smoke pall obscured results. 
Nine enemJ aircraft were destroyed on the ground and one in the air. Our losses 
were two aircraft shot down and one from operational causes. BOYD was hit by one 
shell, causing some casualties and material damage. 

The 7th Army Division and 106th Regimental Combat Team and the 22nd Marines 
reinforced have been attached to the 5th Phib Corps for operational control and 
amphibious training. ~ 

~~~ ' 
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12 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific. there have been no major developments. The 
consolidation of our positions in the GILBERTS is progressing without ene~ 
interference. 

Bad weather in the ELLICE area interfered with air operations. 

In the North SOLOMONS our air forces by continuous attacks continue to keep 
the ene~ airfields inoperative, to destroy en~ installations on shore and to 
destroy and damage enemy barges. 

The POGY in the vicinit,y of the PALAUS reports sinking 2 ships for 14000 
tons and damaging and probably sinking one ship for 5400 tons. A. 

~z:?·- ~ 
13 December (Oahu date) /' 

In the Central Pacific. consolidation of bases continues. During the nights 
of 11th and 12th December about six enemy planes each dropped a 500 lb. bomb on 
fields at .TARAWA. No damage caused; no enemy planes shot down. 

About noon 12 Dec. thirty-one Army Liberators from ELLICE bases dropped 47 
tons of bombs on EMIDJ IS. (JALUIT). Clouds obscured target. Three AKs in 
harbor, one attacked with unknown results. No enemy planes encountered; AA fire 
moderate. Some of our planes suffered slight damage. 

At APAMAMA runway cleared to 6500 and paved to 3900 feet. Work on taxiway 
started. Finger pier extends 1000 feet into lagoon. 20 feet of water at end. 

Airfields TARAWA have been named: BETIC ISLAND, HAWKINS FIELD; BONRIKI 
VILLAGE, MULLINIX FIELD. Airfield APAMAMA, O'HARE FIELD. 

14 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, ten Army Liberators from CANTON struck WOTJE with 
15 tons of bombs. Several fires were started and explosions seen. Four ships were 
seen in harbor and two planes on the ground. Octof our planes was slightly damaged. 

At TARAWA. HAWKINS FIELD will be ready for full operation of bombers 21 Dec. 
MULLINIX FIELD will be reaqy for fighters 18 December and for bombers 25 December. 
Small enemy raids on TARAWA by about six planes nights of 12th and 13th December. 
No apparent damage caused by bombing. 

At MAKIN ground defenses are aQ%. comm. 75%, airfield and taxiway SQ% 
completed. MAKIN was raided by about 2 enemy bombers on nights of 13th and 14th 
December. During the first raid three officers and one enlisted man were wounded. 
No damage from the second raid. 

At APAMAMA, O'HARE FIELD is paved 4000 by 150 feet and 6000 ft. area is 
cleared. 

In the North SOLOMONS. operations are proceeding satisfactorily. The NEW 
BRITAIN operation cormnenced. 
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14 December (Oahu date) 

CinCPac 150433 directs CTF 57 to operate land based air against enemy 
forces at max~um rate it is practicable to sustain and designated objectives. 

CinCPOA 150312 (pink) directs CTF 57 to operate directly under CinCPOA. 

15 December (Oahu date} 

In the Central Pacific, Army bombers from ELLICE bases and CANTON I. con-
tinued the bombing of MARSHALL ISLAND bases. Eight liberators from CANTON dropped 
15 tons on WOTJE morning of the 15th. Explosions were seen and fires started. 
No enemy planes were seen. 

During the afternoon or the 14th, seventeen Liberators from FUNAFUTI dropped 
12 tons on TAROA. Large tires in the hangar area were started. Of fifteen ene~ 
aircraft that intercepted one was destroyed, 4 probably destroyed and 5 damaged. 
Three ot our aircraft were damaged slightly. 

At MAKIN, one ene~ medium bomber on 16 Dec., E long. date, reconnoi tared 
the ocean area around MAKIN for two hours at low altitude. 

In the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area, the progress of consolidation is satis-
factory. The 11th Echelon departed on the 16th. To date there have been trans-
ported 52,000 personnel and 60,200 tons of cargo to TOROKINA and 10,400 personnel 
and 16,300 tons cargo to TREASURY ISLAND. Minor skirmishes occur along the 
perimeter at TOROKINA daily. Our aircraft continue their daily assaults on enemy 
airfields, installations, barges and troops with good results. 

CominCh 151300 states that quote, Transfer to Pacific of Atlantic 
destroyers in addition to those ordered by MYDis 062351 not contemplated in 
immediate future. 

There are no indications of changes in locations of major enemy combatant 
ahips. 

Enemy retaliation to our occupation of the GILBERT ISLANDS has been very 
slight to date. This may be a result of their inability to do more and their 
preoccupation in strengthening their MARSHALL bases and preparing their air forces 
for future operations. 

It is indicated that landings on NEW BRITAIN have been effected by the 
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Forces. ~ / 
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16 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, Army Liberators from ELLICE bases and CANTON I. 
continue their bombing of WOTJE and TAROA with good results. Twenty-one B-24s 
from NANOMEA dropped 25 tons on WOTJE. Of about 30 intercepting fighters 2 were 
destroyed, 8 probables and 8 damaged. Ten of our planes were damaged and one 
bomber was forced down near TAROA. Two bombers returning from strikes landed on 
HAWKINS FIELD, TARAWA. They reported the effective use of incendiary antiaircraft 
bombs by Japanese fighters. 

Ten Liberators from CANTON I. dropped 17 tons on WOTJE at sunset of the 15th. 
No enemy intercept~ons but 3 VBM and 25 VF were seen on the ground. At MILLE bomber 
crews sighted 4 DDs, 4 AKs and many small craft. 

In the Northern SOLOMONS, reports indicate that many Japs are in northeast 
BOUGAINVILLE, along the Coast, with concentrations at PAPAS and TINPUTS. Two de-
stroyers will bombard these concentrations at dawn 20 December, E. Long. date. 
Reports also state that evacuation of south BOUGAINVILLE is believed commencing. 

In NEW BRITAIN, American troops covered by air and naval bombardment occupied 
ARAWE Area, NEW BRITAIN, morning of 15 December, E. Long. date. Late same day 
enemy aircraft attacked the beachhead and shipping without damage. Initial reports 
indicate that our losses in the assault were slight. 

Information has been received that the Army fighters and dive bombers cata-
pulted~ the NASSAU are now operative at MAKIN ISLAND. ~ ~ , _ 

17 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, weather interfered with air strikes on MARSHALL 
ISLAND bases. One Liberator dropped one ton of bombs on MILLE without opposition. 

At TARAWA, bomber strip of Mullinix Field has fine grading completed over 
area 4900 by 150 feet with 10 inch surfacing on 4000 by 150 feet. The tank far.m 
on BETIO ISLAND is 15 percent completed. The north half of Hawkins Field runway 
is complete to dimensions 6000 by 150 feet and south half is 33% complete. Forty 
sorties were flown from Hawkins Field. 

In the North SOLOMONS, the first large fighter strike of about 83 VF from 
TOROKINA FIELD were over RABAUL morning of 17 December, E. Long. date. Of 30-40 
intercepting ene~ aircraft, 6 fighters were destroyed and two of our fighters 
were lost. 

On TREASURY ISLAND the first fighters and medium bombers landed on the air-
field 17 December, E. Long. date. Operations at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area are pro-
ceeding satisfactorily. Our aircraft carried out numerous attacks throughout 
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND with good results. Enemy airfields are generally kept inop-
erative. The DEXTERITY operation is apparently proceeding favorably wi h ver,y 
few losses. 
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18 December (Oahu date) 

In the GILBERTS, the first fighter and light bomber strike by MAKIN 
based Army aircraft was made on MILLE 18 December E. long. date. Six Zekes 
were destroyed and 3 damaged on the ground. Our loss was one plane operational 
causes. No air opposition. MAKIN airfield and taxiway is 93% complete. 

At TARAWA a small raid by about 2 enemy aircraft was carried out night 
18-19 Dec. Three bombs hit with no damage. 

At APAMAMA bomber strip is 75%, Taxiways 40%, jetty 55% complete. 

Minor skirmishes occur daily in various sectors of our perimeter in the 
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area. Our aircraft continue their daily activities against 
the enemy as,hore and afloat. 

The PIVA airfield north of TOROKINA will be reaqy 
The airstrip on the coast -at TOROKINA has been in use for 

19 December (Oahu date) 

for use about 25 Dec. aboc::;_ays 'df 
In Central Pacific, adverse weather deviated Army bombers from MALOELAP 

and WOT~ and they bombed MILLE instead. On the 19th fourteen liberators from 
NANOMEA dropped 19 tons of bombs on MILLE, starting fires. Of four intercepting 
fighters one was shot down, one probable. Our loss five planes damaged, 1 destroyed 
on landing. On the 20th nineteen liberators hit MILLE with 27 tons of 100 lb. 
bombs starting a large fire and dense smoke. One intercepting Zeke dropped aerial 
bomb damaging one liberator. One Betty and 3 fighters burning on ground. 

One Catalina on the 19th made experimental night attack on KWAJALEIN and 
left a large Maru burning. 

During forenoon of the 19th, 12 Army fighters hit MILLE. One Betty and 
2 Zekes were destroyed on ground. Of eight intercepting Zekes one was shot down. 
Our losse·a were two fighters over target. 

During the night of 19 December the s/s ASPRO attacked a 15 ship convoy 
heading for BASH! Channel. Four Marus were sunk and 2 damaged. 

Search planes on the 19th reported 6 large AKs, 6 small AKs; 8 PCs, at 
KWAJALEIN, 1 small AO at JALUIT and no shipping at WOTJE or MALOELAP. 

Cam 7th Fleet reports increased enemy naval air activity and float plane 
searches from RABAUL and KAVIENG. Our convoys returning from ARAWE were bombed 
by enemy aircraft daylight 13th. One APC was destroyed and 4 LCTs dRmaged. 

In the North SOLOMONS, 16 B-24s with 50 fighter escorts bombed RABAUL on 
the 19th. Damage was caused to shipping and land installations. One AK or AP 
exploded. The attack was intercepted qy 40 or 50 fighters of which 4 Zekes were 
destroyed. Our losses 2 F4Us and 2 Kittyhawks. 

CominCh 142057 gives US JCS directive of' 9 July 1942 in regard to lmity 
of command and coordination of reports concerning combat operations. 
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19 December (Oahu date) -continued-

CominCh 142055 is a restatement of CominCh policy and instructions in ' 
regard to use of gas. 

CNO 182138 is a request to inform Russian Fleet to supply markings on 
their fishing craft and areas of operations KAMCHATKA PENINSULA. 

~Wt- I· 
~ 

20 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, eleven Ar.my Liberators from CANTON dropped 15 
tons of bombs on site of radio station and tank far.m on unnamed island in 
1!ALOELAP Atoll 2 miles north of TAROA late PM 19 December. Of 25 intercepting 
fighters, 7 were probably shot down and 5 damaged. Five medium bombers and 7 
fighters were seen on ground at TAROA. Two of our planes were damaged. 

In North SOLOMONS, two DD bombarded TINPUTS-PAPAS Area in IE BOUGAINVILLE 
20 December starting fires and destroying some buildings. A~I.~potters reported 
area well covered, but intelligence reports indicate that/..~ 1 aihl'ige was done. 
Our aircraft continue their intensive attacks on the enemy throughout BOUGAINVILLE 
ISLAND. 

Com 3rd Fleet issued orders for TF 39 'composed of 3 CLs, 4 DDs, 4 DMs 
to bombard BUKA-BONIS Area at 1330 GCT 23 December for twenty minutes, then to 
retire at high speed and for TF 37.2 BUNKER HILL, MONTEREY and 6 DD to strike 
KAVIENG at dawn 25 December. 

At midday 19 December, local time, 16 Liberators with an escort of 
50 fighters struck RABAUL shipping. Three cargo ships were reported damaged, 
1 submarine and small craft blanketted by bombs and 4 out of approximately 50 
intercepting fighters shot down. 

Report from Com 7th Fleet states that enem,y search float planes are 
active over Jap shipping lanes to RABAUL & KAVIENG. 

CinCPac 210221 sets Dog Day for FLINTLOCK as 31 Januar.y West Longitude 
date. 

21 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, 16 Army Liberators from CANTON and NANOMEA on 
20 December dropped 24 tons on MALOELAP. Large fires and explosions in target 
area were started. Of 30 intercepting Zekes 4 were shot down and 5 probables. 
Our damage was 3 B-24s shot down and all planes damaged. 

At TARAWA two enemy high altitude bombers attacked predawn 20 December 
and started a small fire and damaged one plane. Results from night interceptors 
and searchlights were negative. 

At MAKIN predawn high altitude attacks by 4 planes on 19th and 6 planes 
on 20th resulted in no damage. Interceptors in the air on the 19th had negative 
results. 
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21 December (Oahu date) -continued-

In the north SOLOMONS bad weather interfered with our air operations but 
otherwise progress is satisfactory. 

At ARAWE in NEW BRITAIN~ Our operations are apparently progressing 
satisfactorily. 

CominCh 142059 states authority of Commanders vested with uni~ of command 
in transfer of 1mits of service to which he does not belong. 

CominCh 212031 assigns certain French combatant ships to duties in the Pacific 
and elsewhere. 

CinCPae 220041 gives plan of disposition of Marine, Army ground and air units 
in SAMOAN-ELLICE Area. 

CominCh 212144 assigns following 5 CVEs to Pacific Fleet 74 NEHENTA £AY 76 
KABASHAN BAY 78 SAVO Island 81 RUDYERD BAY 83 SARGENT BAY. 

22 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, 8 B-24s and 4 PB4Ys on a photographic reconnaissance 
flight to KWAJALEIN afternoon 21 December dropped 6 tons of bombs. Results at 
KWAJALEIN Island were unobserved but fires and explosions were started on ROI Island. 
Nine fighters intercepted and used aerial bombs. Twenty seven ships including 2 CLs 
were seen in the~goon. Our planes were not damaged and no enemy planes were shot 
down. 

t 

The GRAYBACK on 22 December reported sinking 6 ships and damaging two for 
total of 34000 tons. 

In the North Pacific 2 PBYs attempted a bombing and photographic mission over 
PARAMUSHIRU night 20-21 December. One plane located target and dropped bombs on 
the SH]MUSHU side of Strait. Other plane was unable to identity target because of 
overcast and jettisoned bambs. Both planes returned ATTtJ at 1142 local time. 
There was no evidence of enemy opposition. 

Intensive air operations in the north SOL~~ONS resulted in extensive damage 
to enemy installations, barges, etc. Operations in BOUGAINVILIE are proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

CinCPac 222141 directs ComAirCenPac (C . T.F. 57) to mine only WVTJE, MALOELAP, 
JALUIT, MILLE by ·air at earliest practicable date. 

Com3rdFleet 230447 states that unless otherwise directed he plans to repeat 
carrier strike KAVIENG about 29 December. The initial strike is planned for 25 
December. His proposal to move WASHINGTON and NORTH CAROLINA with destroyer screen 
to sea in support was approved. eww £1. 
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23 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, our shore based air has been·busy over MARSI~L 
ISLAND bases. 

On the 23rd 16 F6F, 16 P-39 and 11 A-24 attacked MILLE. One AK was left 
burning and settling. Shore installations were strafed and several fires 
started. Of 4 to 6 intercepting Zekes, 1 shot down 1 probable and 1 damaged. 
Slight damage to 3 of our planes. 

On the. 21st 15 F6F and 17 A-24 hit EMIDJ I. (JALUIT) with 8 tons of bombs. 
One medium AK was left with stern awash. One SBD lost, 2 F6F received slight 
drumage. No aircraft were seen. 

On the 24th, 19 Liberators dropped 28 tons of 500 lb. bombs on shipping 
and shore installations at KWAJALEIN. Two of three medium AKs were set afire. 
Nineteen tons of bombs were dropped on KWAJALEIN ISLAND. No enemy aircraft 
intercepted. 

MILLE was hit by 10 Army Dauntless and 20 P-39s on the 24th. The AK 
left awash yesterday received a direct 500 lb. bomb hit. Two of 5 or 7 inter-
cepting Zekes were destroyed. No damage to our planes. 

In the North SOLOMONS, TF 39 successfully bombarded BUKA-BONIS Area. 
Large fires were started and ammunition dump destroyed. Ships participating 
received no damage. 

Com 3rd Fleet requests neutralization of enemy air at NAURU on 28 Deo., 
East Long. date. 

AmCon VLADIVOSTOK 232310 replies to CNO 182138 in regard to markings and 
operations of Russian fishing vessels in the KAMCHATKA-K~~NDORSKI Area. 

eP~ 
24 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, our aircraft bombed WOTJE on the 23rd, NAURU on the 
24th and carried out photographic reconnaissance over UJAE and LAE Atolls. Nine 
B-24s dropped 15 tons on WOTJE with good results. No shipping was seen. Of 35 
intercepting Zekes near TAROA, 3 were shot down, 1 probable and 6 damaged. 

Seven Navy Venturas from TARAWA dropped 7 3/4 tons of bombs on service and 
despersal area of NAURU. · Entire area was in flames and smoke. There was no 
interception, but AA was heav,y. One of our planes is missing. The staging of 
strike squadrons through TARAWA began 22 and 23 December. 

Photographic reconnaissance of UJAE and LAE Atolls revealed no enemy mili-
. tary installations on either island. 

The enemy carried out 2night raids and 1 day raid on MAKIN 24-25 December 
and five night raids composed of 2 to 4 planes each on TARAWA. At TARAWA 1 LPV 
was destroyed and 1 damaged. Night fighters failed to intercept. At MAKIN 8 men 
were injured and one truck damaged. One P-39 was an operational loss and two 
enemy planes were shot down. 

(Continued) 
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24 December (Oahu date) -Continued-

CTF 57 232351 gives the progress summar,y of installations on TARAWA, 
AP AMAMA and MAKIN. 

In the South Pacific, the carrier air strike by TG 37.2 under R. Adm. 
Sherman on KAVIENG on 25 December, E. Long. date, was reported as highly succes-
sful. The aircraft dropped 32! tons of bombs and 9 torpedoes on 2 DD, 2 large AKs, 
1 medium AK, 8 small AKs and 20 to 30 barges. The estimated results, with the 
help of photographs, were 1 DD, 2 large AKs, 3 barges sunk; 1 DD, several small 
AKs, many barges and 1 PT heavily damaged and possibly sunk. Eight to ten float 
planes at anchor d~aged by strafing. Our losses were 1 damaged Avenger landed 
in water and several planes damaged. The Task Force was heavily attacked at 
dusk by about 18 Betty's. Gunfire and radical maneuvering prevented the attacks 
from causing any damage. 

Our planes were very active in the North SOLOMONS-BISMARCK Area shooting 
down many enemy planes including 58 planes in two days over RABAUL. 

ComNorPac 250329 comments on AmCon 232310 in regard to operations of 
Russian fishing fleet. 

25 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, our shore based aircraft struck WOTJE afternoon 
of the 2~th and MILLE on the 25th. Eighteen ELLICE B-24's via TARAWA dropped 
45 tons on WOTJE and st&rted fires. There was no interception and onr aircraft 
suffered no damage. One large AK and about 8 barges were sighted in lagoon. 
Ten P-39's and 10 A-24's presumably from MAKIN bombed and strafed MILLE. Light 
AA was encountered and 2 dive bombers received minor damage. 

Our search planes over the MARSHALLS sighted 7 AKs at KVfAJALEIN, one AK 
near WOTJE, one AK and many small craft at ~AALOELAP and one large AK at JALUIT. 
Two small AKs and escorts near KWAJALEIN were bombed and strafed. One AK was 
left sinking. 

The SKATE reported that in an attack on the 25th one sure hit and one 
probable hit was made. The TERUKAWA MARU was sunk. The one hit in a carrier 
reported is believed to ref.er to a previous attack. 

In the Southwest Pacific, preliminary reports indicate that American 
troops landed at CAPE GLOUCESTER dawn 26th, E. long. date, without opposition 
on any of the beaches. Naval bombardment preceded the landing. About five 
hqurs after the landing enemy aircraft with 2 direct bomb hits and one near 
miss sank the new DD BROWNSON. The MUGFORD, SAMSON, SHAW and APC 15 were 
damaged. The ships were supporting the landings at CAPE GLOUCESTER. 

In the South Pacific Task Force 38 have been directed to carry out the 
bombardment of KIETA as planned at 1600 - 27 December, local time and to retire 
to the north and westward of BUKA Island. Com 3rd Fleet has directed the retire-
ment of the carrier group T.F. 37.2 to ESPIRITU SANTO after fueling on the 27th. 
An enemy force of cruisers and destroyers have been reported as heading for 
KAVIENG with reinforcements. CinCPac 262033 (pink) authorizes Com 3rd Fleet to 
attack these cruiser targets with carrier aircraft at sea or in port. Also 
authorizes use of BBs in same general area with the carriers for effective 
support. 
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25 December (o~~u date) ... Continued -

Oblique photographs of NOMOI Islands (MORTLOCK) obtained 25 December show 
a serviceable airfield about 3600 by 300 feet on SATAWAN Island. 

26 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific except for air raid alarms during the night at 
MAKIN and TARAWA the area was quiet. 

In the South Pacific, the bombardment of KIETA, eastern central BOUGAIN-
VILLE, was successfully carried out by 2 CLs and 4 DDs. The force retired north-
ward around BUKA Island without incident. 

BUNKER HILL and MONTEREY supported by 2 BBs and accompanying destroyers 
are proceeding to stations northeast of BOUGAINVILLE for air attack on an enemy 
force of 2 CAs and destroyers heading for KAVIENG. This force was attacked by 
one of our submarines without results and tracked by one of our search planes. 
Intelligence indicates the force has turned back to TRUK. 

In the Southwest Pacific, reports state that the damage to the SHAW from 
enemy air attacks during the covering operation of the . landing at CAPE GLOUCESTER 
was more extensive than at first reported and will require navy yard repairs. 
The MUGFORD and SAMPSON will require drydocking and the DALY's battery realign-
ment~ 

C~CPac 262130 (pink) discusses s11pport of FOREARM and other operations by 
units and transports of 5th Fleet. 

CominCh & CNO 211610 (pink) states JCS decision relative to authority of 
CinCPOA to reassign Army and Navy air organizations in Central and South Pacific;_ 
area and Navy air organization in North Pacific. ~ If ' 

27 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, five Venturas and 8 Hellcats bombed and strafed 
JALUIT afternoon 26th. Several small vessels were probably damaged. Heavy AA 
fire was encmmtered from EMIDJ Island but caused no damage. 

Seventeen B-24's from NANOMEA via TARAWA dropped 51 tons of bombs on 
WOTJE late afternoon of 26th, local date. Fifty percent of bombs in target. 
Two near misses on medium AK. One of six intercepting Zekes ware shot down. 
Our losses were 1 B-24 shot down, 1 exploded over target from hea~r and intense 
AA fire. 

G~TARD returning from patrol reported sinking 2 AKs and d~naging one for 
11000 and 7000 tons. Also, 2 hits in MARU or warship which was surrounded by 
10 escorts. 

Additional photographs of NAMOI Islands taken on the 27th show new airstrip 
on SATAWAN.Island is 4150 ft. by 210 ft. still ttnserviceable but s~~f::ing is ·:1 
in progress. \..}JJ "'- ('~ 

4 
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28 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, Venturas from TARAWA dropped 8 tons on NAURU at 
dawn 28th. Ammunition dump was destroyed and two fires started. One single engine 
aircraft was airborne. Intense AA fire was encountered. Three of our planes were 
damaged. 

Photographic reconnaissance of ENIWETOK was carried out successfully on the 
27th. Our planes sighted 3 AKs in lagoon and 10 Bettys on runway of ENGEBI Island. 
No fighters or AA fire were seen. 

In the South Pacific, our aircraft are continuing their very active and suc-
cessful actions against enemy aircraft, barges and land installations. ComAirSols 
reports that since 23 December our aircraft shot down 113 planes. We lost 19 
fighters, rescuing 1 pilot. Our aircraft f.rom EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY airfields are 
intensifying their attacks against RABAUL and in vicinity. 

CTF 57 280735 gives the progress summary for GILBERT ISLAND airf;~~~ and . J,. 
base construction. l}N~ ;i~ 

29 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific, fourteen CANTON B-24s noon 28 Dec. dropped 1~ tons 
of bombs on MALOELAP. They were intercepted by 10 Zekes. Sixteen B-24s from 
ELLICE bases for MALOELAP were intercepted in vicinity MALOELAP by 35 to 50 Zekes. 
Six B-24s dropped 18 tons on MAJURO and 10 others missed or jettisoned their bombs. 
A total of 2 Zekes were destroyed with 10 probables. Our losses were two B-24s shot 
down and 12 damaged. 

During the afternoon of 28th, 18 Army Dauntless, 20 P-39s and 9 B-25s pre-
sumably from MAKIN dropped 23 tons on MILLE and strafed ground installations. No 
interception. Five of our planes were damaged. 

Photographic coverage of KWAJALEIN was completed on 28th by 3 PB4Ys with four 
planes as escort. Of 10 to 13 intercepting fighters, one was shot down 2 damaged. 
Our losses were 1 plane destroyed and 2 planes of escort damaged. Many ships were 
sighted in anchorage. Photographic coverage of AILINGLAPALAP and KILI Atoll was 
successfully completed. No enemy activi ~J was observed. 

At TARAWA, two enemy bombers on the 27th dropped 8 bombs on HAWKINS FIELD 
with no damage. 

At MAKIN three ene~r bombers on the 28th dropped 6 bombs in water. Inter-
ception was not successful. 

SILVERSIDES on 29 Dec. reported attacking a southbound convoy and sinking 
3 ships and probably four including 1 tanker. 

The South Pacific area was relatively quiet. 
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30 December (Oahu date) 

In the Central Pacific except for the usual air searches, no operations were 
reported. Photographic reconnaissance of KV/AJALEIN on the 28th showed no landing 
strip on ENNYLABEGAN ISLAND. 

HERRING reports sinking a 14.000 tan transport and probably sinking a 7,000 
ton tanker. 

In the North Pacific 4 PBYs are scheduled to make a bombing and photographic 
flight over PARAMUSHIRU tonight 30-31 December. 

In the South Pacific, our carrier force supported by BBs are proceeding to 
station east of l~ IREI~D preparatory to launching air attack on enemy forces 
composed of 2 cruisers and 2 destroyers probably bringing reinforcements to KAVIENG. 
Operations in the North SOLOMONS have been on a reduced scale. 

In the Southwest Pacific the two enemy airfields at CAPE GLOUCESTER have ~~n 
captured by our forces who are now consolidating their positions. ~ ~~ 

31 December (Oahu date) 

Air activities in the Central Pacific consisted of strikes against KWAJALEIN 
and MILLE on the 31st and JABOR I. (JALUIT) on the 30th. Seventeen B-24s from 
NANOMEA via TARAWA dropped 51 tons on KWAJALEIN with primary targe~shipping. 
Forty percent of bombs hit island with 1 near miss on medium ship. No interception. 
One of our planes received slight damage. Planes sighted 2 CAs, 2 DDs, 3 medium 
AKs and 12 to 15 Harbor craft in harbor. 

MILLE was hit by 24 P-39s, 24 Dauntless who dropped 14 tons of bombs and 
strafed AA positions. Two fires were started. No ships were sighted and no inter-
ception encountered. Nine B-25s dropped 5 tons of 500 lb. bombs on JABOR I.(JALUIT) 
and shelled installations with 75mm canon from altitude of 55 feet. Hits were 
observed on radio, fuel dump storage. Our planes received no damage. 

GUNlillL reports sinking 10.000 ton unidentified passenger freighter on 3 Dec. 
with four torpedoes fired and 4 hits made. 

In the South Pacific. our carrier force and supporting BBs are retiring 
without launching air strike as enemy force was reported as again retiring to the 
North. 

In the North Pacific, four Catalinas completed a bombing and photo reconnais-
sance strike on PARAMUSHIRU and SHUMI'SHU. All bombs dropped on the places stated 
but due to icing of photographic flash bombs, which prevented release of most bombs, 
the success of the photographic mission is doubtful • . One night fighter was enc7-
tered but all planes returned ATTU undamaged. ~ 1 
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July (GCT) 

01 0630 _90J.T 3RD t'LEET to COM 1ST IPJ_JEET, CINC ~01dE~PAC, Info 
ALL rrFC JRD_ JrL~ET, COM 7TH FLE~.1...t_J!3Nl~- . 

Further summary N"E' T GEO:~GIA activity follows. 3ogey 
alarms delayed RJ~NDOVA l~ndings 2 hours. Jap air attacks 
·which materialized came 1100 l (-11) 1515 L and 1715 L. 
About 110 total planes. During day long battles at least 
65 heavy bombers dive bombers flghters torpedo planes de-
stroyed. 17 "13lue planes missing. Para. 2nd major Blue 
air strike of day waR on J\~DNDA. 2.5 Mitchells 18 each daunt-
less Avengers dumped ton and half ton bombs plus fragmenta-
tion clusters on defenses and bivouacs starting 1 fire. 
1 Avenger nissing. Para. ZANE refloated from Onaivise 
Heef north of :REJ:.JDOVA and under tow to rrUL.LGI. GVIIN re-
ported after ships force repairs she could still make 28 
knots. At 1626 L McCAvJLEY while under tow Liura attacked 
15 dive bombers. No hits due fighter interception and 
ships gunfire. Para. 1 Rifle Company from SEGI forces 
landed at mouth of CHOI River northwest of SEGI to rein-
force land attack on VIRU by 2 CorrJ.panies Marine Raiders. 
No contact v. i th latter since 28th. l)ara. No details 
~~vi CICHJ-ti . .L situation. 

01 003 5 CINCPAC to VICE CNO, Info COMf-ERV'_)AC, COHAIRPAC 

Your 281502. Desire minimum 3 advanced air base assemblies 
available for Central Pacific needs. Referring to enclosure 
A to ComAirPac Letter 00226 of 5 June nropose direct move-
ment G (Casu and Acorn 14) to Oahu ~or final training and 
then arrange for 2 similiar assem~lies to be held on West 
Coast for direct movement to Central Pacific destinations. 
Chief of Staff AirPac will be availaJle f0r conference this 
subject in \1las.hington week beginning 5 ~July. 

02 0205 CINCPAC to COMINCH 

Satisfac·tory planning Central Pacific operations largely 
dependent on adequate photo reconnaissance of objectives. 
Equipment required includes medium range fighter conver-
sion similar Army F5A. Have asked local Army initiate ur-
gent request on War Department for squadron this or com-
parable type which I request you strongly support. Para. 
For very long range reconnaissance including night photos 
of heavily defended areas Liberator typ~ in many cases is 
just short of range requirements although every effort being 
made extend this range to meet iMmediate demands. With dis-
tances and operating bases as they are in Pacific there will 
be continuing major usefulness for photo reconnaissance 
planes of absolute maximum range. Request early investiga-
tion ~coking to preparation and assignment here latest Army 
or Navy heavy bomber or patrol aircraft having such perform-
ance. 
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30 1803 RICHARDSON (HDCSO) to WDCSA, Info CINCPAC. 

To provide information required for basic planning of current 
and future operations in Central Pacific Area CinCPac requests 
and I concur in prompt assignment to thts Headquarters of 1 
photographic squadron reconnaissance T/C 1-757 equipped with 
P-38 or comparable long range planes. Need for this squadron 
is urgent at present and may be expected to increase. Nec-
essary photographic reconnaissance is beyond the capacity of 
aircraft now available in this area. Importance of adequate 
long range photographic and reconnaissance airplanes cannot 
be over-emphasized to insure success of operations being 
planned. Requested at earliest practica~le date favorable 
action. 

02 1047 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC, CG GUADALCANAL. 

Summary war today 2 Jly. ZANE towed by RAIL arrived TULAGI. 
Report of ZANE dam~ge separately. VIRU captured July lst. 
A few Japs in hills at VIRU. 79 Japs drowned there trying 
to cross river. 2 own DDs bombarded WICKHAM targets for 15 
minutes commencing 1330 L today. Japs in foxholes on small 
point of land. ComGen RENDOVA reports situation quiet and 
muddy and one Jap killed total 65 Japs killed RENDOVA June 
30. Enemy air attack at TIENDOVA 1245 L yesterday no damage. 
103 Field Artillary land DUME Island south of Onavaviai 
entrance. 18 bombers accompanied by Zeros hit RENDOVA this 
afternoon material damage apparently confined to diesel and 
ration dumps. ~o info as to personnel casulaties. 

03 0145 CTF 32 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC. 

Sumr1arv for today July 3rd. Estimated 3 CL's 4 DD's fired 
about 100 rounds toward RENDOVA plantation from vicinity 
Renard Cove at 0245 L (-11) and retired through Balfour 
Channel at 0305. RENDOVA bivouac areas and roads in bad 
condition preventing rapid dispersal supplies. Air attack 
July 2 not intercepted killed possibly 30 wounded 200 troops 
no damage to ships. Good beach found at Zanana and Company 
A 169th plus reinforcement platoon landed there yesterday 
afternoon. 13a.lance of ·first ba. ttalion 172nd planned land 
at Zanana early this morning. l03rd Field Artillery less 
Battery A plus 172nd anti tank company on Dume Island 
(Sasavele Island). Jap twin float· plane over GWIN (DD 433) 
RADFORD (DD 446) and LST's off RENDOVA about 1900 L July 1st 
dropped float light which failed to ignite. Plane driven 
off by ships AA. RADFORD caught I-1 class sub on surface 
at 2007 L July 1st Lat 8-39 Long 157-35 and sank (Yes I said 
sank) sub with gunfire. No reports from VIRU SEGI or T7ICKHAM. 
Plan to execute Rice Anchorage landing early morning 5 July. 
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' 03 0534 COM 3rd FLEET to CINCSOWESPAC, CO:M 1st FLEET, COM 7th FLEET etc. 
( 

SoPac situation summary. Night 2nd -3 black cats tracked 
enemy surface force 7 DLs and DDs to just offshore southwestern 
RENDOVA. Possibility of troop landing exists. Vessels subse-
quently attempted shell friendly posits on island. Began re-
tirement 0305 Love (-11) additional RENDOVA details: Total Japs 
Killed there· 30th now 651 killed 1st. No damage from enemy air 
attack midday 1st. Another attack afternoon 2nd resulted in 
some damage to fuel and ration dumps. Field artillery regiment 
landed I>IDlE ISLAND ·south of VONAVAISI entrance to ROVIANA LAGOON. 
Para. 2 BLUE destroyers bombarded enemy positions VfiCKH.AM: Area 
1330 Love (-11) 2nd. Para. VIRU secure with few Japs in nearby 
hills. ~ 79 Nippers drowned there July 1st attempting to cross 
river. Para. USS RADFORD escorting LST's RENDOVA to PURVIS 
engaged and sank surfaced Jap I class sub in BLANCHE CHAlrnEL 
2007 Love (-11) 1st. Para. Coast watcher reports renewed and 
increased activity at Jap barge staging points. on south central 
CHOISEUL coast. Para. Aerial recce ONATOA and BERU Islands 
GILBERT Group _from tree top level July 2nd showed no signs 
military i_,.nstallations or enemy occupation. 

03 1116 COMSOPAC to COM 1st FLEET, C011SOVVESPAC Info COM 7th FLEET etc. 

Bringing you up to date on our NEVv GEORGIA operations. ComSO>Pac 
daily dope. At dawn today Jrd 12 Lightning escorted Mitchels 
searched unsuccessfully for ORANGE task force which shelled 
RENDOVA night of 2nd-3rd. Search strike then unloaded bombs on 
lviDNDA ackack positions. 18 SBDs attacked WICKHAM in support 
ground operations at 0800 L{-11) 3rd. Careful aerial inspection 
RENDOVA coastline today 3rd reveals nil enemy activity, indica-
tion suspected enemy landing last night perhaps did not materi-
alize. No report of damage from surface shelling. Para. Es-
timated 30 killed 200 wounded result unintercepted Jap air 
attack RENDOVA July 2nd. Para. One reinforced infantry company 
landed at ZANANA BEACH on NEW GEORGIA mainland northwest of 
ONAVAISI entrance afternoon 2nd. Balance of 1st battalion 172nd 
Infantry planned aand there early today. 

04 0122 CTF 31 to COn~SOPAC to COMSOWESPAC, CINCPAC. 

Herewith todays summary July 4th 1 year after ComAmphforSoPac 
sailed from San Francisco. Affi~CHAIR VURA VILLAGE cantured 
July 3rd approximately 300 Japs killed remainder on run. 
Search for better beaches continues. Our lo~ses relatively 
slight. BLACKBOY expect fighter field in operation July lOth. 
CATSMEAT. Patroling continues against isolated Japs. Companies 
op 4th Marine Raider Battalion casualties 13 men killed 15 
wounded 5 missing. Other units CATS1ffiAT force no casualties. 
DOWSEH. South Pacific Scout Company landed ZANANA morning 3rd. 
BONNETT OP seized tTaps had withdrawn. Patrol UGENI killed 4 
Japs 10 took to bush. 169th Infantry moved last night to 1712 
RENDOVA. 270 casualties left DOWSER aboard LST this morning 
majority result air raid 2 July. lst Raider Regiment less 3 
battalions, Jrd Batt 145 Infantry and 3rd Batt 148 Infantry em-
barked this AM for landing RICE .t\NCHOHAGE. tomorrodlcfou~~e_<)_ 1~P to 
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03 1235 COMAMPHFORSOPAC to COMSOPAC, CIFCPAC, COMINCH, Info v·ALL 
TFC'S, SOPAC, COMSOWESTPACFOR 

This Part 1 of 3 parts with master number 031255. Para 
The aircraft torpedo attack made on our forces in Blanche 
Channel NEW GEORGIA June 30 was of a decidedly higher 
character than the 2 other torpedo plane attacks expe-
rienced by originator. About 25 torpedo planes came in 
covered in 3 levees to 20,000 feet by the same number of 
fighters. Our fighters attacked and shot down 5 enemy 
torpedo planes before they came close to the transports 
and another of our fighters courageously disregarded the 
ships bullets and shot down 1 more enemy plane while at-
tacking. Our surface force comprised 6 transports and 
7 destroyers. These ships shot down about 11 enemy planes, 
and other enemy planes were later destroyed by our fighters. 
Few of their torpedo planes got through. · 

03 1245 Part 2 of my 031255. Para Apparently enemy torpedo 
planes were Ruths or approximates for them. Speed of 
dropping torpedoes was estimated at 250 miles per hour 
height 20 to 50 feet. Every transport and several of 
the screen were separately attacked by from 2 to 4 enemy 
planes who seemed to know their objectives. Apparently 
they had a well planned attack and certainly they had a 
well trained squadron. Torpedoes ran straight without 
broaching but were of short range Para In accordance with 
custom the transports presented their broadside to suck 
in the Japs and then turned 90 degrees away. Apparently 
the Japs have not yet solved this tactical trick. 

03 1255 Part 3 ComAmphForSoPac 031255. Para The enemy planes 
finally attacked at an approximate total angle of 45 
degrees centered about astern of the tr~nsports Para 
The torpedo which struck the McCA~~EY was watched by the 
Task Force Commander as it came up. It was nearly at 
end of run when it arrived and hit port side abrea~ en-
gine room at angle of about 15 degrees to keel. Less 
than 1 minute later another torpedo passed parallel to 
starboard about 20 feet away and shortly thereafter 
broached and stopped. During and after torpedo plane 
attack fighter planes strafed several · of the ships. 
Fighters observed were not the old Zeroes but of a new 
type with narrow wings highly maneuverable and very fast. 
Their guns were 7.7. These fighters looked to the Task 
Force Commander to be similar to Freds or improved Nates 
but with folding wheels. Pilotage of both the torpedo 
planes and fighters appeared to be of a high quality. 
Para FARENHOLT was hit amidships by a torpedo which did 
not explode dropped from about 300 yards distance. End. 
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04 0605 COM 3RD PLT to CINCSOWESPAC, COM 1ST FLT Info COM 7TH FLT NZNB, ALL TFC'S SOPAC. 

According belated report dated July 2nd group of 7 Cor-sairs engaged 2 formations Jap Zeros totalling 50 planes east of Rendova early afternoon that day shot down 6 to loss 3 F4U's 2 pilots. Para. At 1445 L (-11) 3rd 10 Lightnings contacted estimated 50 Jap Zeros·over Rendova shot down 5. We lost a planes. 19 Avengers 18 Daunt- · less dropped ton and half-ton daisy cutters on MUNDA Bivouac area at 1540 L 3rd all planes returning despite intense AA. Para. CTF 31 reports Vura Village on south-east ~angunu in Wickham Anchorage Area captured July 3rd. Approx 300 Japs killed remainder on run. Blue losses 
relatively low. Expect Segi fighter field ready July lOth. Para. At Viru Harbor patrolling against isolated Nips continue.s. Para. Rendova forces now control former Jap observation post on Banieta Point. Patrol from Ugeli killed 4 Japs on 3rd. Para. Coastwatcher dope 
places Japs at Vori and near Burl both on northern Ganogga. No Nips on Wana Wana~ 

05 0322 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC to ALL TFC SOPAC etc. 

Summary 5 July from CTF 31. RENDOVA echelons 4 and 5 arrived 4 July continuing unloading. -3rd Bn, 103rd Infantry less 1 company arrived RENDOVA Plantation today with 1 company re-maining Poto. 192nd Field Artillery and 9th Defense Bn harassing IviDNTIA. Out post and patrol section RENDOVA negative. 18 bombers hit RENDOVA 1410 Love(-11) 4 July with . moderate casualties and damage. Several small boats destroyed and 2 LCI's hit by bombs were beached. Believe LCI's can be salvaged Estimate 12 Bettys downed by AA. No report from AF&1CI~IR. BLACKBOY normal. CATm~mAT 0 and P Cos. occupying Co. B 103rd Infantry arrived 1000 Love(-11) 4 July the enemy withdrawing to north HUNDA area. 1st Bn 172nd Infantry ASD Co. A 0 I 169th Infantry occupying beach head ZANANA patrolling to BARIKE River. Expect to complete movements of 172nd Infantry to ZANANA today. Light patrol action between ELELO and BARIKE. 
06 0133 CTF 31 to C01v1SOPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC, INTERCEPT. 

CTF 31 summary for July 6. RETIDOVA had Red alert 1215 to 1320 L (-11) yesterday. 18 twin engine bombers atta6ked 9 shot down no ships hit. PTs operated west of REI\IDOVA last night. 3 grounded on KUNDU KUNDU and were destroyed by gunfire from 
~IDNDA. Codes and secret radar parts removed. 1 battalion 145th departs for RENDOVA today to arrive 8th. For RICE Landing see my 050733. LIVERSEDGE reports no ·contact and unable attack at time nlanned. Ref ComGen NEW GEORGIA 051135 in 2 parts for ground situation at points. 
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06 0645 COM3rd FLT to CINCSOVVESPAC, COM 1st :B,LT Info NZNB, ALL ·TFC SOP. 

Early today July 6th small Blue cruiser destroyer task group met engaged and believed virtually annihilated Japanese task force attempting to slin into TIJLA GULF. Battle began about 
0200 L {-11) with our forces firing 'at 7 enemy CLs and DDs. 
By 0300 all enemy vessels were either sunk or crinnled. Only Blue loss was CL HELENA believed hit by torpedoes. During 
rescue operations 2 Blue DDs observed 3 enemy vessels trying 
to leave the GULF sank 1 4-funneled light cruiser by torpedo 
fire, 1 DD with guns and damaged an additional DD. These 
ships may have been additional to 7 originally engaged. Para. Latest tally HELENA survivors aboard 2 rescuing DDs shows 619 officers, men with many more still on rafts and in boats near scene of northeast KOLOt1BANGARA. Sub and air attacks forced 
rescue ships to retire at daylight but additional rescue 
measures underway. Para. Ear l y 5th 3 Blue PTs which grounded half mile south of KUNDU KUNDU Island {Just Southspst) were 
destroyed by Jap light batteries at MUNDA. Personnel codes 
and radar parts recovered. Para. RENDOVA area fairly quiet. 
Fighter cover of 16 Vfarhawks intercepted about 40 zeros over 
that island early afternoon 5th shot down 2 Japs. We lost 1 plane pilot recovered. 18 Dauntless dive bombers hit BAEROKO 
north of MUNDA with half ton bombs 1555 L (-11) 5th. Friendly 
forces east of MwiDA on Southern NE\f GEORGIA active patrolling 
and consolidating beach heads. Para. Landing craft credited 
with all 12 Betties shot down by Ack Ack at RENDOVA July 4th. Para. Evening of 5th Amy Liberators failed to find shipping 
targets in BUIN-FAISI area where 16 warships 5 AK's were seen 
that morning so unloaded bombs BALLALE. Jumped by 12 zeros 
but all bombers returned. Para. Searchplane today saw 1 CA, 
6 DDs course and speed not given 40 miles north KIETA at 0920 L (-11). Probably enroute to BUIN base. 

07 0626 COM 3rd FLT to CINCSOiNESPAC, CINCPAC Info NZNB, ALI, TFC SOPAC. 
Amplifying reports battle of KULA GULF early July 6th indicate minimum of 8 enemy ships on way out of GULF sunk by surface 
forces. Engagement consisted 2 major phases plus later des-
troyer phase. First phase entire Blue broadside smashed into 
group of 4 or 5 enemy DDs all of which were destroyed or burn-ing within 5 minutes. Own shins then executed radical course changes took under fire second enemy group 3 or 4 CLs. These 
latter all sunk or afire within 15 minutes except 1 believed 
beached. Third phase occurred during rescue of HELEITA survi-
vors by 2 DDs. These ships destroyed 2 or 3 additional enemy ships trying to leave the GULF damaged the third. Para. 
During daylight 6th Blue air heavily pasted 2 enemy destroyers 
stranded on east coast KOL0~1BANGARA. 1 blew up. Para. Blue 
air operations 6th. During morning 1 PB4Y attacked by 5 zeros 
returned to base after shooting down 2 zeros plus 1 probable. 
1 killed 3 wounded in bomber which had 1 engine shot out. 14 
Wildcats escorting strike to hit beached DDs forenoon 6th shot 
down 4 of 7 Jap zeros encountered. Fonaations of heavy bombers 
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07 0626 COM 3rd FLT to CINCSOVESPAC - i Continued -
~ _ SSJ~lD 

hit KAHILI BALIALE BUKA evening 6th starting large fires on 
all 3 targets. 2 Liberators missing from KAHILI strike. Para. 
RENDOVA area quiet with Blue patrols on Southern NEH GEORGIA 
contacting their Jap onposi te numbers along the Bii.TIIKE RIVER. 
No info conditions RICE &~CHORAGE but communications now 
established. Para. ~,mTUKI class DD landed 14 boat loads 
men at VII~ early M~ 6th. Then headed west. 

01 0443 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. 

Following briefed resume of correspondence bet·ween ConSoPac 
and QOC New Zealand lviili tary Forces, is submitted for your 
information: 16 June - GOC New Zealand to ComSoPac. FIJI 
has offered, subject to your approval, a Fijian Brigade and . 
asks that we accept under Command 3rd New Zealand Division. 
Manpower situation here makes it impossible to maintain 2 
divisions and expanded air force. 1 Fijian Battalion would 
be employed in each New Zealand Brigade. - ComSoPac to GOC 
New Zealand Military Forces. In conference and correspondence 
concerning reduction in home defenses in New Zealand , We 
understood that 3rd Division would be brought to full strength 
and that such strength would permit interchangeability with 
American Divisions. We prefer therefore and because of reduc-
tion of FiJI Garrison, that the 3rd New Zealand Division be 
not expanded by use of Fijians. 19 June - GOC New Zealand 
military Forces to ComSoPac. You correctly stated the under-
standing in your reply of the 17th. However, strong public 
opinion here demands either return of second New Zealand 
Division from Africa or furlough here for long term men of 
that Division. There is no nrospect of completing 3rd New 
Zealand Division from our own resources. This leaves us with 
the choice of keeping the 3rd New Zealand Division on a 2 -
brigade basis or bringing it to 3 - brigade basis by use of 
Fijians. 24 June - CornSoPac to GOC Nevv Zealand Military 
Forces. Due to necessity of maintaining certain garrison in 
FIJI, use of Fijians in 3rd New Zealand Division would 
ultimately result in holding American units in FIJI to re-
lease Fijians for offensive combat. It would also deprive 
us of use of Fijians now in the SOLOMONS. We prefer a 2 -
brigade division to a mix~d 3 - brigade division. 28 June 
- GOC New Zealand Military Forces to ComSoPac. Suggest using 
1 Fijian Batt a lion from FI J I with Jrd New Zealand Division 
for scouting and raiding. Would strengthen division and 
cause less disappointment to FIJI. Suggest that lower strength 
could be accepted in TONGA when American Forces leave J:l,IJI, 
and we cou~d despatch our battalion from there to FIJI. 28 
June - ComSoPac to GOC New Zealand Military Forces. Approve 
the use of 1 Fijian Battalion provided this will not reduce 
the Fijian troops pre s ent in SOLOMONS. 
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OS 0121 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info CG ~OPAC, ALL TFC's SOPAC. 

Here comes CTF 31 summary fo~ July 8th. Second Battalion 
145th Infantry arrived DOWSER morning 8th. Ground informa-
tion in RENDOVA's 072147. GV!IN (DD 433) WOODWORTH (DD 460) 
returned HAINYARD with survivors as in CTU 31.2.2 062340. 
KELLY reports 3 PT's previously ag:vound and damaged KUNDA 
KUNDA salvageable. Unloading RENDOVA now. At CATSMEAT 
small patrol sniper action. PT refuel facilities near com-
pletion.- From BLACKBOY ARMCHAIR nothing. No news from 
Liversedge. RENDOVA is attempting contact Liversedge with 
instructions on low frequencies to break silence, air drop 
that morning and patrols. APD.' s with additional supDlies 
in GUADAL waiting information from Liversedge 

08 0947 COMSOPAC to· CINC SOWESPAC, COM 1ST FLEET, Info COM 7TH 
FLEET, NZNB, NOB AUCKLAND. 

19 Avengers 18 Dauntless plastered VILA anti aircraft 
defenses dumps and bivouac areas 1035 L (-11) 7th start-
ing many fires. Bomb era ters from previous !~aids were 
observed on strip. 16 Wildcats covered. At 1345 L (-11) 
same day Corsairs over RENDOVA engaged 56 enemy Zeros e.s-
corting an unknown number of Betties. 9 Zeros 3 Bettles 
knocked down to loss 1 missing Corsair. 9 Mitchells hit 
KILO again 1500 L (-11) dropping incendiary clusters. 5 
fires resulted. BUIN SHORTLAND shipping 10.00 L (-11) 7th 
was 1 CL or heavy DD 6 DD's 3 PC's ? AK's (6 described as 
small) and 2 small oilers. Jap planes from photos same 
time were 60 fighters 1 bomber 15 dive bombers on KAHILI 
21 bombers BA.LLALE and 11 fighters 1 dive bomber 1 bomber 
BUKA. Para. Evening of 7th 3 Avengers with Hudson for 
flare plane unsuccessfully attacked Jap DD off Moila Point 
Southeast BOUGAINVILLE. Hudson missing and 1 Avenger 
crashed returning. 15 Liberators hit KAHILI same evening. 
1 plane missing believed operational loss. Part 2. Early 
morning 6th 2 bombs dropped HENDOVA by undetermined number 
planes caused slight damage casualties. Ground situation 
quiet. All artillery except 1 battery in position for 
MUNDA attack. NEW GEORGIA mainland forces being reinforced. 
Consolidation and patrolling continues with 1 clash July 
6th near Elelo (east of Lambeti). Ja-ps repelled with no 
Blue l"osses. Estimated 60 Japs patrolling sniping east 
southeast Viru. No activity Segi or Wickham. 20 Japs 
landed Dugiri Island off northeast RENDOVA but were driven 
off by Ugeli patrol. Para. Tokyo express stayed in the 
E YN night of 7-8. Blue cruiser destroyer task group up 
the slot to cover Rice Anchorage supply movement returned 
safely although Jap snooper dropped flares over force. 1 
destroyer this force engaged in gun torpedo duel with sur-
face I class sub while returning down the alley. Results 
not in yet. GUADAL search plane was preparing attack Jap 
freighter 150 miles north of equator at 161-18 east 1031 L 
today 8 th. PETO put 2 fish in Jap tanker bound RA BAUL and . 
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08 0947 COMSOPAC to CINC SOWESPAC, COM 1ST FLEET Info COM 7TH FLEET, 
NZNB, NOB AUCKLAND. (Cont'd). 

believes she sank it. 2 Blue destroyers brought 81 HELENA 
survivors including Captain back to GUADALCANAL. 

09 0600 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT, CINC SOWESPAC, Info ALL TFC'S 
SOPAC, COM 7TH FLT, NOB AUCKLAND, NZNB. 

Bombardment of 1Tin~DA by 4 DD's carried out early today 
July 9th. At 0800 (-11). 8th 16 Avengers 12 Dauntless 16 
Corsairs gave VILA its daily going over using ton and half-
ton bombs. Results unobserved. Bad weather generally 
hampered air operations 8th. No pictures or ship sights 
KAHIL! or BUiffi. BALLALE photos showed only 2 fighters 6 
bombers on strip MUNDA VILA had nil operative planes. 
GUADAL search plane missed with depth charges in attack on 
PC escorted AK 400 miles north of southeastern NALAITA 1106 
(-11) 8th. 2 more Bettles added to Blue fighter sc~re in 
action over RENDOVA July 7th. By 8th all Blue infantry and 
artillery in position for MUNDA attack. Our fiedl pieces 
picking off MUNDA AA positions. Rice Anchorage situation 
still obscure. Our troops may have contacted enemy about 
half mile south Enogai Inlet on 7th. Communication continues 
with this force and supplying underway. VIRU normal with 
only patrol sniper activity. PT staging base under con-
struction there nearly finished. l of 3 PT's which ran 
aground south Kunda Kundu 6th now at RENDOVA other 2 will 
be similarly salvaged refloated repaired. 

10 0123 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC's SOPAC. 

Summary 9th July from CTF 31. 2 condition Reds NEVI GEORGIA 
area no damage. Artillery on Barulu Island strafed by 2 
Zero8 and 4 Bettys no casualties or damage. Liversedge 

~ messages indicate Enogai Inlet area secured as far west as 
Leland Lagoon on his request will bomb Bairoko. 1 batta-
lion has established a road block across MUNDA trail and 
has turned back 2 groups Japs enroute from Bairoko to 

,_ MUNDA. Amrnuni tion medicine and ration frommtd afternoon 
9th south end Enogai. 1 plane drops medical supplies and 
rations 1600 L (-11) lOth at Leland Lagoon. Dumbo and Rice 
Anchorage ship supplies being held up pending further ad-
vice. Hester apparently made scheduled advance. Our air 
bombed gun positions and bivouac areas MUNDA on his request. 
CATSt.~T normal. BLACKBOY fighter strip reported now suit-
able for limited operations on 3300 strip. ARMCHAIR no re-
port shipment supplies satisfactory. Your 060645 12 Bettys 
credited by you to landing craft were shot down by 90 mm 
RENDOVA from 14,000 feet. 
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08 1210 COMINCH to ALL SEAFRDN COMS EXCEPT COMSO,NESTPACSEAFRON AND 
COMMORROCCAN SEAFRON Info CINCLANT, CINCPAC. 

This is a reencipherment of CominCh 151536 of April. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff direct that category of defense be reduced 
from C to B i.n the Eastern, Gulf, Caribbean, . Panama, Western 
and Northwest Sea Frontiers less Unalaska subsector. Re-
duce defense forces and establishments to conform. HawSea-
Fron and Unalaska subsector NorWestSeaFron remain in cate-
gory of defense D. Revised Art 31 B FTP 155 forwarded by 
mail. 

11 0911 COMNORPAC to COUINCH, CINCPAC, CTF 51, 97, 96, Info DEWITT 

8 A1ffiESIA Mitchells over PARAMUSHIRU at 1045 W (/10) found 
overcast solid to 7000 feet but Cape Lupatka clear. On 
time distance run from Cape Lupatka from 9000 feet drooped 
32 quarter tanners in PARAMUSHIRU STRAITS Area with unob-
served re·sults. No enemy AA. No enemy planes seen. All 
Mitchells returned. At 1000 V'l (/10) AMNESIA search plane 
reported 2 enemy auxiliaries lat 51-20 North long 165-55 
East course 090 speed 10. 6 mediums from PREFECT 7 heavies 
from PORRIDGE via AMNESIA off to attack. Contact later 
developed into 4 cargo ships accurate information size and 
type still lacking. At 20-35 W (/10) Catalina reported 1 
ship sunk 1 badly damaged 2 hit. Cargo ships last reported 
in lat 51-09 North long 165-12 East on course 270. Cata-
linas apparently assisted in attacks. PBY's have maintained 
contact throughout day and will continue during night. 1 
Mitchell unaccounted for. Part-1. of 2 parts. 

11 0934 Part 2 of 2 arts ComNorPac summar for same adees as m 
110911. 4 Catalinas off from AVrNESIA at 2015 W 10 to 
bomb PARAMUSHII1U. MONAGHAN (KISKA blockade) sbheduled 
bombard GERTRUDE COVE Area and Little Kiska tonight. 
Searches averaged 300 miles west and southwest from AMNESIA 
Same for PORRIDGE search. Weather better than usual but 
some fog and low ceilings encountered. Weather plane found 
KISKA partly closed in with fog and mist. Saw no new ac-
tivity. Received light inaccurate ack ack from North Head. 
Segula completely closed in. New subject" Fol,lowing in-
formation of interest connection AYLWIN bombardment of 
KISKA night 8-9 July, Enemy returned fire as soon as AYLWIN 
opened fire on Boch runs. Enemy fire from automatic weapons 
believed 40 mm and at least 3 guns believed 3 inch, all on 
southwest Sirerbakhti Polnt. Enemy shell bursts. were about 
200 feet off water, well aster·n during first bombardment 
and 2000 yards ~. but on indeflection during 2nd run. 
Same fuse settings apparently used throughout, Apparently 
no guns located east side Bukhti Point since no gunfire 
observed from that locatione 
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10 0600 COM 3RD FLT to CINC SOWESPAC, COM 1ST FLT Info COMSOVV'ESPAC, 
NZNB, COM 7TH FLT, ALL TFC 3RD FLT, NAVAL SUPPLY DEPOT 
AUCKLAND. 

Night of 9th-10th Tokyo Express of at least 7 ships came 
down to Central Solomons from FAISI or possibly points 
further north. Picture incomplete but indications some 
vessels may have come in to VILA while screening force 
remained off northern entrance to KULA GULF. Last contact 
with Jap formation identified as 5 DDs 15 miles north by 
west of KOLOMBANGARA retiring up the slot with 2 CLs 6 miles 
ahead. Tir.1e 0325 L(-11) lOth. We had no task force in area. 
Tracking done by GUADAL Cats. Para. Spotty weather limited 
photo coverage for enemy planes 9th. Only ship sights were 
1 DD, 1 AK off TONOLEI 1 DD off FAISI. Para at 0830 L(-11) 
9th 110 Blue planes hit M'tlliDA, torpedo and dive bombers 
"literally plastering" entire target area with 70 tons of 
bombs while fighters covered. Same time 18 Dauntless struck 
ENOGAI BAEROKO in suoport our ground troops. Para. RENDOVA 
fighter patrol intercepted estimated 45 zeros at 1445 L shot 
down 4 Nips to loss 1 Wildcat fighter. Para. Ground situa-
tion as follows: Northern Force was expected take ENOGAI 
POINT by night of 9th but no further info. Part of this force 
has blocked MUNDA trail turned back 2 Jap units enroute 
BAEROKO to MUNDA. Our casualties light at least 60 Japs 
dead. Elsewhere in N~V GEORGIA forward movements troops 
supplies progressing satisfactorily. SEGI POINT fighter 
strip now ready for limited operations. Strip is 3300~~y 
150 feet. 18 hard stands on loop ready 9 with revetments. 
1 section of fighters was scheduled land there 1500 L today 
lOth. Para. Coastwatcher scouts report 57 additional 
HELENA survivors at JAVK on northeast VELLA. Immediate 
measures to follow verification. Para at 1230 L today GUADAL 
search plane sees 2 CAs, 1 DD heading south 350 miles north 
of BUIN speed 15. 

11 20 55 COrvllJORPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, CTF 51,97, 96 Info DE\VITT. 

Deliver same adees as my 110911. Part 1 July 11th summary. 
Contact with enemy cargo ships lost 1835 W (flO) lOth. 
Regained 1010 W (flO) this morning by Catalina searcher 2 
AK's lat 47 North long 163-15 East course 270 speed 5. 5 
Liberators were off from AMNESIA at 0618 with orders search 

' for enemy ships enroute and KHXVLT bound to bomb PARAMUSHIRU. 
4 Cats on PARAMUSHIRU attack last night turned back 20 miles 
short due solid overcast from 0 to 12,000 feet. 2 returned 
A~fflESIA 2 to PREFECT. Enemy ship previously reported badly 
damar ed was half underwater when last seen lOth. Enemy ship 
sunk was AK larger than other enemy ships which were reported 
about 150 to 175 feet long mounting automatic weapons~ Cargo 
observed on decks and i n water. NONAGHAN reported bombard-
ment Gertrude Cove Area and Little Kiska completed at 0100 
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11 2055 COMNORPAC to COMINCH (Cont'd). 

12 0929 

and 0315 W (/10) respectively tod~y 11th. No return fire 
noted. New subject. Mitchells which were over PARAMUSHIRU 
lOth report they first attempted minimum altitude approach 
but heavy fog to water prevented. Attack then made as pre-
viously reported. 4 more Japs reported captured on ridge 
North Massacre-Holt Pass, ATTU. 

Part 2 and final part ComNorPac July eleventh summary. 
Searches averaged 360 miles northwest to southwest of AMNESIA 
and PREFECT and 250 miles south PORRIDGE. Visibility varied 
from good to fog. 5 Li be·ra tors off for PARAMUSHIRU as re-
ported in Part 1 turned back about 200 miles short due weather 
and returned AnlliESIA. 3 PREFECT missions consisting of 6 
heavies 6 mediums with Venturas leading dropped using radar 
29.6 tons bombs through solid ov.ercast Main Camp and North 
Head KISKA. 1 mission received light ack ack others none. 
4 Warhawks scouted low level over Segula and Kiska. No 
enemy activity Segula. Several barges on beach near Sub 
Base. 4 in harbor new excavation in ravine just north Srednie 
Point. Received AA. Catalina lost contact with remaining 
2 small enemy cargo ships 1015 W (/10). 5 A~lliESIA mediums 
off for contact and failed to intercept. All mediums re-
turned except 1 which got lost and landed out of gas. Crew 
sighted on Little Sitkin. Rescue operations in progress. 
New Subjects. Later info attack on enemy cargo ships lOth. 
Catalina pilots report following: Mitchells sank 1st ship. 
Catalina met Liberators above overcast and led them to 
second target which was soon crippled. Both Catalinas 
strafed crippled ship and attacked with depth charges, 1 of 
which was near miss off stern causing ship to settle. Bow 
35 degrees out of water settling fast when fog closed in. 
Other enemy ships came to rescue. No survivors from first 
ship. Mitchell previously reported unaccounted for in part 
2 of July lOth sunmary returned safely. If weather suitable 
FARRAGUT bombards KISKA Main Camp area tonight from northeast-
ward. 
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13 0846 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOWESPAC, CINCPAC Info COM 7TH FLT, etc. 

Daily dope. About 0130 L (-11) today 13th Blue Task Group 
of 3 CL's 10 DD's engaged Jap surface force estimated 10 
ships 15 miles off North KOLOMBANGARA definitely sank it 
enemy CL 3 DD's plus 2 more DD's probably sunk. Orange 
vessels in 2 groups, 1st definitely 1 CL 5 DD's 2nd be-
lieved 4 ships probably CL's or DD's. We suffered torpedo 
damage to 4 ships of which USS GWIN (DD433) sank this morn-
ing while under tow to TULAGI. · Night of 11th-12th APD's 
successfully supplied RICE ANCHORAGE while cruisers DD's 
covered and cruisers destroyers additionally shelled MUNDA 
for an hour. During the_se operations USS TAYLOR {DD468) 
definitely sank large surfaced Jap sub in KULA GULF. Blue 
fighters intercepted about 20 Zeros north of MUNDA 0815 
(-11) ~ 12th shooting down 5 to loss 1 friendly plane. 86 
torpedo dive bombers under fighter cover smashed at MUNDA 
again 0955 (-11) same day. 67 and half tons bombs fell on 
defenses and living areas. VILA hit by 10 Mitchells 0845 
L. 2 LOT's report destroying barge and contents 50 Nips 
at Batuna Mission northeastern Vangunu. Landing parti-es 
accounted for 2 more barges similarly loaded. Advance 
against MUNDA continuing despite stiffening resistance. 2 
Jap strong points wiped out. Reece patrol killed 13 Japs 
at Banieta Point RENDOVA. 9 Jap bombs fell near our RENDOVA 
positions _ evening 11th but no damage or casualties. 

14 0447 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOWESPAC, CINCFIRST FLT Info COM 7th FLT. 

On 13th SBD's and TBF's continued the MUNDA pulverization 
process dropping 32 tons bombs. 1 large fire started. Day-
light strike for retiring express made no contacts but 15 
Corsair and Lightning fighters met 18 Vals 10 Zekes ·out to 
hit some of our retiring ships shot down 4 Zeros over VISU 
VISU northern N»V GEORGIA forced Vals to jettison bombs and 
retire without attack. We lost 1 plane pilot recovered by 
Blue DD. Para. Photos am 13th showed 39 fighters KAHILI 
for only partial coverage 11 bombers BUKA. 7 DD's off BUIN 
at 0845 L (-11) with possibly 4 more absent at time of sight-
ing but currently in area. Para. Night of 12th 17 Libera-
tors attacked BALLALE starting 5 fires while 2 more B-24's 
raided VILA. Para. Indications 13th Japs may be running 
special air searches north and east of area possibly presag-
ing surface movement through that area. Para. Rehash of 
Blue fighter operations July 11th increases days bag by 4 
Zekes 1 Betty decreases our pilot losses by 1 as 4 of 6 Blue 
pilots downed now safe. Para. Coastwatcher reports 4 DD's 
called at VILA predawn 13th arriving departing via BLACKETT 
Strait. Barges active northwestern VELLA. Night of 13th-
14th GUADAL planes had 2 surface contacts. First with 3 
unidents 20 miles northwest VELLA second with 2 vessels pos-
sibly of same group entering Wilson Strait on southeast 
course. Para. Ground dope meager. Resi s tance still tough 
but progress satisfactory. On 12th Blue troops about mile 
from Lambeti Beach but 2 battalions moving south to secure 
Lambeti Point. 
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14 0240 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFC's SOPAC. 

Summary for July 14th. Coast watcher VELLA LAVELLA re-
ports 20 Nips from OrNte in Lambu Area on July 12 search-
ing for our survivors. Para. MUNDA forces unable ad-
vance on July 12th beyond line George 92 at 0-35.2 bouth 
flank G 91.1-36.0 North flank. Order battle: 2 Battalions 
172 moving south to secure Iliana Point. 2nd Battalion 
172 on South Flank. 169 on North Flank in column of batta-
lions 123. For situation 13th see RENDOVA's 131550. Para. 
1/2 24th Seabees proceeding WICKHAM, Btry F 11th Defense 
proceeding VIRU and platoon radars 578 Signal AW Battalion 
embarked in RUSSELLS. All to proceed MUNDA upon capture. 

15 0254 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFCs SOPAC. 

Summary 15 July from CTF ~1. Liversedge situation little 
change. Pushing ·patrols toward ESTROKO and reconnoitering 
SHARK ISLAND. No enemy contacts these operations. ENOGAI 
and RICE ANCHORAGE bombed by 2 ,planes at 1930 yesterday and 
0100 (-11) today. No casualties or damage. Plan send 4th 
Raiders to ENOGAI in 4 APDs night of 17-18. VIRU and WICK-
HAM no reports. 2 successful forced landings at SEGI. Hea-
ters situation in his 141425 and 141430. Plan take off 
HELENA survivors from VELLA LAVELLA early morning 16th. 

15 1245 COMAIRSOLS to COMAIRSOPAC Info AIROPINTEL. 

Jap Flight of 27 Bettys 40 or 50 Zeros and at least 1 twin 
engine fighter intercepted over RENDOVA area by 44 of our 
fighters at 1430 L (-11). 15 Bettys 30 Zeros shot down 3 
of our pilots missing. 

15 0547 COM )RD FLT to CINCSOWESP.AC, COMlST FLT, Info COM 7TH FLT.etc. 

Daily dope. Total of 36 GUADALCANAL based Heavy bombers at-
tacked KAHILI BALLALE BUKA night of 13th. KAHILI strip and 
dispersal areas thoroughly covered large fires started BALLALE 
BUKA results unobserved. Morning 14th Mitchells destroyed 
small Jap ~~ in BEAGLE CHANNEL of Southwest VELLA 2 new type 
barges in FITniDA COVE' west of VELLA. Para. Full photo cover-
age KAHILI drome 1000 L(-11) 14th showed 54 fighters 16 dive 
bombers there. In BUIN FAlSI area were 10 DDs 4 PCs 1 large 
3 small AKs 6 small tankers. 4 DDs departed north high speed 
at 1600 L same day. Para. Patrolling aircraft had contacts 
with 3 groups surface ships night of 13th-14th. First with 
3 unidents half way between FAISI and VELLA on 300T east 
course at 2230 L 2nd at 2342 8·miles west of BAGA ISLAND with 
2 patrol craft. , 3rd 0020 L today with 2 stationary vessels 
11 miles south by east of position of first contact. Para. 
Land situation satisfactory. On NE\Af GEORGIA mainland Blue 
infantry regiment broke through to beach near LILIO night 
13th where additional Blue forces landed next day. Advance 
continues to south and west against heavy resistance. · Our 
artillery knocked out at least 4 Jap guns 14th and supported -1723 
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15 0547 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOTNESPAC - Continued -

infantry in stopping Orange counter attack night of 14th. 
Northern force reports no change in general situation. 
Pushing patrols out towards BAEROLO. 

15 0629 COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTF's 51, 97 & 96 hands DeWITT. 

ComNorPac's July 14th summary. Searches from ATTU averaged 
375 miles northwest 200 west 275 southwest thereof. No 
searches from ADAK or AMCHITKA and no attacks on KISKA be-
cause of fog rain and low ceilings. MONAGHAN (DD354) bom-
barded GERTRUDE COVE area at 0100 W (tlO) 14th. During 
night 13-14th HULBERT (AVD 6) moved about 20 feet. Attempts 
to refloat continue. Contact was made with 4 more Japs 
KLESNIKOF area ATTU but enemy eluded. · 

16 0913 COMNORPAC to COMINCH CINCPAC CTF's 51, 97, 96, DeWITT. 

July 15th summary. Searches averaged 340 miles northwest and 
west 200 southwest ATTU, 300 northwest to southwest of AM-
CHITKA, 100 miles south of ADAK. Some fog and low ceilings 
encountered. AMCHITKA closed in until afternoon. 8 Mitchells 
1 Liberator from ADAK and 3 AMCHITKA missions consisting of 
6 Liberators 5 Mitchells 2 Lightnings dropped 31.9 tons bombs 
on North Head and GERTRUDE COVE area with hits reported in 
target areas. Fires reported near ack ack batteries GERTRUDE 
COVE area. AA varied from light to intense. 1 plane received 
battle damage. At 0300 W (flO) today MONAGHAN bombarded 
GERTRUDE COVE area. Expended 100 rounds 5 inch. Fire not 
returned. Todays weather plane reported sighting rock tunnel 
shoreline VEGA POINT with what appeared to be Jap o~cupant in 
entrance. Attempted to bomb tunnel but bombs long. 8 barges 
seen in KISKA harbor no shipping. 1 ADAK Liberator crashed 
soon after take off today. Details not fully reported. 

16 0545 COM3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT, CINCSOWESfAC, Info COM7THFLT etc. 

44 Allied fighters intercepted 27 Bettles escorted by 40-50 
fighters over RENDOVA 1427 L 15th shot down 15 Bett~es 30 
Zeros to loss of 3 Blue Pilots. During forenoon 15 Mitchell 
mediums destroyed 2 more small AK's off Baga Island south-
west VELLA. Corsairs set fire to barge near Pakoi Bay, 
northwestern VELLA. 36 Dauntless and same number Avengers 
dumped 54 tons HE bombs on VILA 1520 L 15th starting fires 
which were still burning hour and half later. 18 additional 
Dauntless bombed designated targets Baeroko Area at 1555 L 
in support ground operations. 4 more Mitchells continued 
hunt for Nip shipping around Central Solomans late after-
noon 15th strafing and sinking 2 barges on northeast JOHGSOH 
rpt GMNODNGA Coast. Shortly afternoon 15th GUADAL search 
plane scored bomb hit on fantail of small enemy vessel east 
of northern New Ireland. No new info ground situation early 
16th 2 APDs covered by 8 DDs rescued 14 naval officers 1 

- continued - 1724 



July (GCT) 

16 0545 COM 3RDFLT to COM lSTFLT. (Continued). 

Army officer 160 enlisted men mainly HELENA survivors from 
northeastern VELLA. Also removed 16 Chinese and 1 Jap 
Army flier prisioner. Jap snooper plane shadowed our ships 
all night dropping flares continuously. 2 planes dropped 
bombs close aboard. Blue AVP Vanikoro reports flares drop-
ped over her 1900 L 15th and radar contacted plane dropped 
small bomb 15 hundred yards off starboard bow at 0730 L 
today 16th. At 1110 L this vessel reported attack by 9 
enemy planes. Slight damage from shrapnel. 

17 0422 CTF 31 Info TF 31, ALL TFCs SOPAC. 

Summary for July 16th. Nips may have dropped supplies to 
MUNDA night 15th. 4th Raider Battalion moves to ENOGAI 
night 17-18. Our patrols active near Baeroko. For ground 
situation see RDO RENDOVA 151540, and 161522. Strong Nip 
position Ilangana Point north 3000 yards. Successful supply 
drop to our MUNDA forces. PT's blocked Ferguson Passage 
and Blackett Strait night 16 no report. Raider Battalion 
reinforced occupies ENOGAI, Enogai Inlet. 148 Infantry 
arrived RENDOVA morning 17th. 

17 0639 COMNORPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, NORPACFOR, CTF 51, CTF 96, 
CTF 97 Info DEWITT. 

Summary July 16th from ComNorPac. ADAK searches averaged 
300 miles south and southwest thereof. 1 AMCHITKA search 
plane went 400 miles to southwest. No air attacks on KISKA. 
Fog and low ceilings at AMCHITKA and ATTU, New subject, 4 
survivors from Liberator which crashed at ADAK yesterday. 
My 160913. Other seven occupants killed. 

19 0552 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT, CINCSOWESPAC Info COM 7TH FLT. etc. 
I 

190 Blue to~pedo planes dive bombers heavy bombers and 
fighters struck at BUIN area 0930L 18th for second mass raid 
in two days. Heavies concentrated on KAHILI defenses strip 
and dispersal areas dive torpedo bombers then hit shipping 
sinking 1 AK and scoring hits on 2 DDs and 1 AK. 13 zeros 
destroyed with 4 Blue planes missing. Para. 36 Dauntless 
26 Avengers bombed LAMBETI area and inland Jap positions north 
MUNDA strip afternoon lSth dropping 31 tons bombs, Para. 
Our ground troops made limited advances 16th and 17th en-
larging beachhead. No further advance contemplated at present 
in order consolidate position relieve tired troops before 
Dog day. Fourth raider battalion reinforced northern force 
at ENOGAI night of 17th-18th. During Jap raids on Blue 
ground positions east of MUNDA night of 17th estimated total 
179 Japs killed our losses 8. Para. Jap sub torpedoed LST 
south southeast KLIANA BAY early 18th. Para. CHINCOTEADGUE 
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19 0552 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT. - Continued -

(AVP24) damage under control. 3 Jap planes attacked ship 
in company with her afternoon 18th were all shot down. Para. 
6 Forts bombed KAHILI early today 19th 2 more bombed BALLALE 
starting large fire. 1 Fort missing. Also predawn today 
7 Mitchells bombed BALLALE starting 2 more fires. 

21 0055 COMNORPAC to NORPACFOR Info CTG 16.6, 16.5 

My Op-plan number 2-43, effective 18 hours W (flO) July 
20, combined air and surface bombardment FIREARM. :· Task 
organization as follows Task Group 16.1 no change. Task 
Group 16.21 (3 CA's 1 CL 4 DD's RAmd Giffen southern 
bombardment group). Task Group 16.22 (2 BB's 1 CA 3 DD's 
RAdm Griffin northern bombardment group). Task Group 
16.23 (Blockade destroyers MONAGHAN AYLWIN). B Day July 
22. B-hour to be prescribed by ComNorPac. 

22 0307 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC info TF 31, ALL TFC SOPAC. 

CTF 1 sends summar for 21st in 2 arts. Part 2 follows 
as 22031 • Condition Red RE~IDOVA 1710 to 1750 L (-11) 21st. 
Attack by 15- dive bombers 30 to 50 zeros. LST 343 hit by 
bomb starboard side abreast pilot house exploding in officers 
country. 1 dead 10 wounded no other details. Condition Red 
almost continuously 118 to 450 L (-11) 22nd mostly by individ-
ual planes. 6 to 8 bombs dropped no casualties. Para. For 
ground· situation -see RDO RICE 211711 and RDO RENDOVA 212340 
and 210911 reenciphered as our 220330. For PTs see RDO 
RENDOVA 210645. 

22 0316 Part 2 and final 220307 CTF 31 summary. RICE ANCHORAGE 
situation as summarized orally by Griffith sent by Liversedge 
to KOLI follows. Northern force on 20th fought its way to 
within 300 yards east bank BAIROKO HARBOR where heavy machine 
gun mortar and rartillery fire made their position untenable. 
Liversedge executed orderly withdrawal to ENOGAI burdened 
with 200 wounded and organized his defense. He is continuing 
active patrolling but reports his force unfit for further 
offensive action. Casualties in percent 1st Raider Battalion 
25. 4th Raider Battalion 30. In Army battalions casualties 
light but men exhausted by constant movement and carrying 
supplies. 3 captured 140 millimeter guns are in ope~ating 
condition with limited supply ammunition for coast defense. 
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23 0420 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info TF 31, ALL TFC SOPAC. 

Summary. for 22nd. 4 destroyers screening 4 APDs carry sup-
plies to Liversedge tonight. CTG 36.2 with EMO CLs and 5 
destroyers covering to north of KULA GULF. For ground situ-
ation see RDO RICE 221818 and RDO RENDOVA 212356 and 220740. 
PYs keep clear LNTSCTS night 22-23 and that they landed VELLA 
LAVELLA reconnaissance party morning 22nd without incident. 
ADRE riding APDs tonight to accompany casualties being evacu-
ated. Expect 5 PTs operate southern KULA GULF from GRASSI 
LAGOON beginning night 24-25. Para. Prisoners state "Landings 
made Sunday inlet from KOLONBANGARA". "SHROS main north and 
south defense lines at MUNDA. Plan is to defend MUNDA to the 
last man. Documents confirm strength of 4 battalions on 
NETN GEORGIA." 

24 0115 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. 

Desire release 19th Replacement Battalion now completing 
training Samoa plus personnel 2nd Barrage Balloon Squadron 
when disbanded to ComGen Samoa as replacements 22nd Marines 
for early employment. Reference CominCh 211414 adequate 
replacements for your command available in September. Your 
views requested. 

24 0221 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC, COMAIRPAC Info COMMARAIRWINGSPAC, COM-
MARAIRSOPAC, COMGEN SAMOA. 

Marine Air Group 13 is no longer available as source of re-
placement of personnel aircraft or formed units for Narine 
Air Wings 1 and 2 except as specifically directed by ComAir-
Pac. This action necessitated by preparation of Group 13 
for specific operations. 

24 0532 COMSOPAC to COM 1ST FLT, CINC SOWESPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC,etc. 

Morning of 23rd SED's attacked Jap batteries in truNDA area. · 
Midafternoon same day Dauntlesses Mitchells covered by War-
hawks hit REKATA Bay dropping 9 tons bombs in surprise visit 
to Japs YDEVE. Para. Land situation unchanged. APD's with 
DD screen unloaded supplies evacuated wounded from ENOGAI 
early today 24th while striking force of Cruisers DD's lurked 
in slot for possible express. Black cat did contact 3 DD's 
30 miles west of VILA course southeast before midnight last 
night. Previous sightings indicate this group ran non stop 
RABAUL to NEW GEORGIA. Para. Indications from prisoners 
Japs landed reinforcements from VILA at Sunday Inlet. In 
BAEROKO area 23rd Japs were digging in on high ground along 
northeastern side of harbor. 2 planes bombed ENOGAI at 
dawn 23rd killing 1 and wounding 8. Para. No photos BUIN 
area yesterday. Visual recce reported 2 AK's of which 1 
burning. 7 possible MTB's noted. 4 mile oil slick seen 
off BUIN. 
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25 0158 CTF 31 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TFCs, SOPAC, TF 31. 

Summary for the 24th to noon 25th. Bombardment MUNDA con-
ducted as scheduled. No report from destroyers as yet. 
Plane observer reports target and beach area smeared with 
bombs. RENDOVA PT's report sinking 1 damaging 2 barges 
loaded with supplies but no troops 1 and 172 miles off 
KOLOMBANGARA just north of Blackett Strait night 23-24. 
Enemy planes intermittently bombed and illuminated PT's 
during operation. Grassi PT's report no barge or other 
traffic south KULA Gulf last night. Suspect they were 
sighted. For ground situation see ComGen NffiV GEORGIA 
240817 reencyphered as our 250156 and RDO RICE 241330. 
Oliana Bay bombed at 4 hours L 25th. No shipping there 
at this time and no damage or casualties. General Harmon 
to MUNDA this morning to drop personal bomb. 

26 0445 CTF 31 to COMSCPAC Info TF 31, ALL TF COMDRS SOPAC. 

Summary for 26th. For Destroyer bombardment MUNDA see CTG 
31.2 250234. Our gunnery officer observing in CONWAY re-
ports target . area thoroughly covered by Destroyers prior 
630 L (-11) at which time bombers came in and made visual 
observation impossible. Due to smoke and dust over entire 
area. Grassi PT's report no sightings or radar contacts 
last night. Additional 3 PT's due Grassi this evening. 
RENDOVA PT's report no surface contacts night 24-25. 
Numerous planes over boats throughout night dropping 8 
bombs numerous float flares. Ens. Phillip Hornbrook killed 
by bombing. Para. For ground situation see ComGen NEW 
GEORGIA 250040 and 250203. Para. Plan to supply ENOGAI 
by APC's commencing 28th staging through SEGI and proceed-
ing via MONGO Entrance. 
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26 0558 COM 3RD FLT . to COM 1ST FLT, CINC SOWESPAC, Info COM 7TH FLT 
NZNB, ALL TFC 3RD FL'I1

• 

By midday yesterday 25th our troops driving on MUNDA had 
executed general advance all along line, varying from 200 
yards on left to 500 yards on right. This represents ad-
vance against organized prepared enemy positions which 
could not be softened by bombing and shellfire due proxim-
ity our lines. No reports casualities received. Entire 
operation progressing according expectation. Para. De-
stroyers poured 4000 rounds ·5 inch into MUNDA during bom-
bardment yesterday. Para. at 1000 L (-11) yesterday 29 
Blue fighters intercepted 30 Jap fighters 35 Bombers% over 
RENDOVA shooting dov.rn 8 Zeros. Dive bombers believed to 
have attacked our positions east of MUNDA and at ENOGAI but 
no reports of damage or casualties received. Para. Photos 
yesterday reveal possible renewed airfield construction ac-
tivity Masiri Plantation Cape Mabiri eastern Bougainville. 
This addition to possible strip being built at Tenekau 
Plantation. Weather hampered other photo coverage in SOLO-
MONS. 7 Zeros· attacked PB4Y photo plane which destroyed 
1 Jap before friendly fighters drove off rest. Para. Jap 
plane bag for SoPac forces now 354 since beginning campaign 
on June 30th. Para. 10 Liberators under fighter cover at-
tacked Bibolo Hill positions yesterday afternoon. Para. 
Night of 23rd-24th PT's sank 1 damaged 2 loaded barges at-
tempting run supplies from KOLOMBANGARA to NEW GEORGIA. Jap 
floatplanes intermittently illuminated bombed our PT's with-
our success. Unstated number enemy planes combed Oletna 
Bay 0400 L (-11) 25th. No shipping present at time and no 
damage or casualties sustained. d 

~may be 30 dive bombers. 
27 0622 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT Info COM 7TH FLT, etc. 

Our forces in MUNDA Area making slow but steady advance. 
As of dusk yesterday 26th 103rd Infantry on south flank had 
advanced past Tetere. Other regiments in line had either 
advanced or were assaulting centers of resistance some of 
which were passed and contained by our forward movement and 
are nov•r being reduced. Para. To the north general situation 
unchangeda Patrolling continues with minor patrol clash and 
destruction of enemy outpost reported. Rice Anchorage and 
Enogai bombed early 25th with no casualties or damage. Para. 
Blue air activity follows. At 1650 L (-11) 25th 58 SBD's 
and TBF's under fighter cover hit AA gun positions northeast 
of Kindu in MUNDA Area. At 0730 L 26th 61 SBD's and TBF's 
worked on AA positions around Bibolo Hill scoring 17 direct 
hits which started 2 fires silenced guns. 1 Dauntless lost 
but crew saved. At 0930 L (-11) yesterday 10 Liberators 
screened by 35 VF · and preceded by a 21-plane Corsair sweep 
attacked KAHILI with fragmenta t ion clusters. 3 Hoakos 
took off and pursued our retiring strike back to Kolombangara. 
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27 0622 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT - continued -

We lost 1 Corsair. 4 additional Liberators failed reach 
I~HILI 1 bombing VILA instead. 9 Mitchells 36 fighters 
hit Webster Cove Barge Center west of VILA 1445 L (~11) 
yesterday starting fires which burned for· over 3 hours. 
At 1520 L (-11) 4 Mitchells 7 Corsairs failed contact AK 
reported off Simbo Island to south. Jap bivouac area 
there firing huts warehouse. Para. Photo recce yesterday 
revealed new strip under construction Bonis Plantation Buka 
Passage cleared additional 750 by 300 feet. BUIN SHORTLAND 
shipping was 2 large unidents 6 AK's numerous small craft. 
Sightings yesterday and today indicate 3 warships probably 
all DD's called at Rekata last night departing for TRUK some 
time after midnight. 

27 1223 COMAIRSOLS to CON~IRSOPAC Info AIROPINTEL. 

Photos 27th, times L (-11). At 0740 KAHIL! 39 fighters 9 
dive bombers 2 medium bombers, BALLALE i fighter 4 medium 
bombers, BUKA 3 fighters 4 medium bombers. Shipping Tonolei 
Harbor 1 medium and 1 small AK, 7 unidentified about 80 feet 
plus 4 barges 1 PC boat off Ambutei River. At Pupukuna Point 
1 AK, 1 unidentified. 2 barges off BALLALE. BUKA 1 barge 
Chinatown and 90 foot vessel. Tenekow Plantation Field 
shows slight progress with possible taxiway being cleared 
1500 by 150 feet. 

31 0636 COM 3RD FLT to COM 1ST FLT, CINCSOWESPAC Info All TFC 3RD FLT. 

18 SBDs bombed 4 gun positions on west shore BAEROKO HARBOR 
0845 L (-11) 30th followed by 18 TBFs who hit same targets. 
Numerous good hits were scored in the vicinity and area was 
strafed. Para. Afternoon yesterday 36 TBFs attacked MUNDA 
POINT GURASAI from low level scoring 31 hits in area. Also 
yesterday afternoon 9 liberators escorted by 62 fighters 
heavily bombed BALLAIE starting 6 fires along runway. 25 
zeros airborne between BALLALE KAHILI intercepted ineffecually 
some following our planes back down slot. 1 Corsair crashed 
off GIZO unknown whether shot· down or operational loss. Para. 
Com 3rd Flt's daily dope. BUIN FAISI shipping seen by Libera-
tor strike was 2 DDs 2 medium AKs 9 barges. Photo coverage 
incomplete and generally poor yesterday due weather. BONIS 
PLANTATION runway had been cleared additional 1200 feet. 
TENEKAU strip showed sli~ht progress in clearing surfacing. 
Para. On MU1~A front 30th no advance was made on north 
flank. Some progress on south flank and in center of 43rd 
Division line. ~ith indications arrival Jap reinforcements, 
preparations are being completed for reduction contained 
strong point which recce shows to be much tougher nut to 
crack than originally believed. Para. Japs on GONONGGA con-
centrated at BURI on north tip. Believed there in some 
strength. Para. Night of 30-3lst PTs sank 100 ft. Jap auxiliary 
off MERESU COVE southwestern KOLOMBANGARA. Previous nighf 7 3 Q 
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31 0636 COM 3RD FLT - (Continued) 

strafed and possibly sank 2 barges in same area. Para. 
coastal transports successfully supplied ENOGAI night before 
last. 

31 0630 COM 3RD FLT to ALL TFC's SOP.AC, ALUSNAV SOPAC, NAVBASE EFATE 
& ESPIRITU, COMNAVACTSOLS, Info COMINCH CINCPAC etc. 

ComSoPac sends in 2 parts his 310630. This is part 1. 
SoPac task forces are reorganized as follows report title 
SOPAC ORG 3. Para. Task Force 37 Rear Admiral Hill, MARYLAND, 
COLORADO, S~NANNE, SAJJGA~ON, BRETON, DesRon 12 SELFRIDGE, 
RALPH TALBOT, PATTERSON. Task Force 38 Rear Admiral Sherman 
SARATOGA, :MP .. SSACIIDSETTS, NORTH CAl~OLINA, SAN JUAN, SAN DIEGO, 
DesRon 6, DesDiv 5 DUS. Task Force 39 Rear Admiral Merrill 
CruDiv 12, DesHon 2~ Task Forces 37 and 39 Base ESPIRITU, 
Task Force 38 base HAVANNAH. Para. Task Force 34. (Operating 
directly under Com 3rd Flt) Task Group 34.1 Captain Ryan 
DesHon 21. Task Group 34.2 Captain Cooke DesHon 22. Task 
Groups 34.1 and 34.2 pase initially at ESPIRITU and later 
will alternate between SOLOMONS area and ESPIRITU. Task 
Group 34.3 CortDiv 8 and Destroyers not otherwise assigned. 
Task Group 34.4 PREBLE, BREESE, MONTGO:MERY, TRACY, MinDiv 3 
Task Groups 34.3 and 34.4 normally based NOUMEA. Para. 

31 0641 Part 2 of Com 3rd Flt 310630. Present Task Forces 31, 32 and 
33 not affected by this reorganization. ComSeronSoPac assign-
ed designation CTF 35. Para. SOPAC ORG 3 effective 0700 GCT 
August 4th on completion tactical execises when CTG 36.3 
direct units in company proceed to bases assigned herein 
arriving during daylight 5 August. Originator will issue 
orders for detached units to join Task Force Commanders. 
Task Force 36 Task Group and unit designations my OpPlan 14-43 
will be changed by separate dispatch. 
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01 0440 COMGEN SOPAC to 7TH AIRFORCE, COMGENS GUADALCANAL, ESPIRITU, 
EFATE, 13TH AF FIJI, BORABORA, .AITUTAKI, CO~v~GE!\THAWDEPT etc. 

Blue forces ~.:UtTDA area achieving success with tanks and flame 
throwers, line now runs north-south. Pair large nip barges 
damaged by PT boats night 29-30 between GIZO and KOLOMBANGARA 
next night same Blue craft sank small metal auxiliary vessel 
(100 feet long) same area. Slanteyed sub believed sunk 144 
miles SSW RE~IDOVA by Blue search plane 0722 L (-11) 30th, same 
plane received ACKACK . fire from enemy tank at BIBOLO HILL. 
18 each Dauntless Avengers bombed 4 gun positions west shore 
BAIROKO HARBOR AYEM 30th scoring good hits on target. Same 
afternoon 36 avengers with escort 16 Wildcats dumped 18 tons 
MU}TDA POINT and GURASAI. 61 planes seen course ~ over ~ruNDI­
lanNDI 1512 L (-11) 30th. Photos with partial coverage A~l 
30th show 20-30 fighters KAJIILI, 1 fighter 4 medium bombers 
BALLALE, 10 floaters FAISI, also 2 AKs plus some barges in 
area. Same afternoon 9 Liberators 62 fighters attacked BALLALE 
dropping 230 100 pounders target area starting 6 large fires, 
1 Corsair .down off GIZO. Pictures BUKA same morning show 10 
fighters 3 medium 3 dive bombers. BONIS PLANTATION runway 
cleared additional 1200 feet also some progress noted clearing 
ans surfacing runway at TE11EKOW PLANTATION. Nip sub D/F even-
ing 30th 50 miles WNW VANIKORO. Ailied small arms fire des-
troyed single Nip airborne plane BENABEBA area 24/7. Blue 
ground forces occupied enemy position south CANERIDGE cut south 
ORODUBI cut 27/7. Envelopment TAMBU PENINSULA now in progress 
with heavy HYPOCRITE casualties reported. 18 Mitchells 12 each 
Forts and Liberators dropped 94 tons enemy positions SALAMAUA 
29/?. Allied PT boats destroyed 5/7 of 30 Nip barges in 
Vitiaz Strait 0130 L (-11) 30th. Final results Blue strikes 
against 3 enemy vessels off CAPE GLOUCESTER 28-29/7, 2 DD sunk 
1 Merchant vessel beached and burning 4 enemy planes destroyed. 
3 DD, 1 AK, 1 AP (15,000 tons) seen 115 miles east KAVIENG 
with air cover AYEU 31st 't.n/1! course. 

05 0301 CINCPAC to PAC FLT Info C01:INCH 2 CO~lliAW,WES,&NORVffiS SEAFRONS. 

Central Pacific Force present designation Task Force 10 is 
formed as of 0000 GC'r 5 August, VAdm Spruance commands. 
Ships now assigned: ESSEX, YORKTOVVN, INDEPENDENCE, l\~OBIIE, 
SPENCE, THATCHER, 1-ftC KEE, DASHIELL, SCHROEDER, BEl--HJET, TERRY, 
ANTHONY, FULLM~. Thi s does not change temporary assignments 
to type cor•J.Inanders for training. 
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06 1952 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMM1PHIBFORPAC 
Desire transport remainder 6th Division 10,500 troops 
in 6 APA and 2 AKA wh~ch carry about 8088 combat loaded. 
This will require assigning troops to vessel beyond nor-
mal convoy loading capacity by use of hot bunks and other 
measurese Army concurs. CINCPAC 050545 and 282135 July 
COMINCH 272310. Also most desirable transport other per-
sonnel on priority list to maximum capacity. Advise maxi-
mum number personnel that can be lifted. 

07 0551 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

Urdis 252209. (Al 2nd MarDiv can be accommodated NANDI 15 
days after arrival engineer regiment that Division.{Bl Engi-
neer regiment can embark WELLINGTON in 3 days. Embarkation 
remainder Division will require 7 days. NANDI is only area 
in FIJI at all suitable but it must be strongly pointed 
out that area is totally without real port facilities. 
Debarkation will present no serious problem but if reembarka-
tion in APAs and AKAs is required it will be over an open 
beach and an exceedingly lengthy proceeding.(Cl Shipping 
requirements for Division follow. 1151 officers, 17900 en-
listed. General cargo less vehicles and wheeled equipment 
2247833 cubic feet, 21865 wt. tons. This includes inflam-
mables 295000 cubic feet 2030 wt. tons, rations 276401 cubic 
feet 3644 wt. tons. Vehicles and wheeled equipment require 
2442886 cubic feet 318873 square feet 7695 wt. tons. Total 
4690719 cubic feet, 29562 wt. tons. This is most .secret. 
SoPac schedule of troop movements and supply forward areas 
appear preclude any assistance by SoPac combat loaders 
however definite answer must await your desired date for 
movement 2nd MarDiv. Advise. 

09 0043 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info VICE CNO, COMSERVPAC. 

To support Central Pacific Operations and excluding combat 
auxiliaries following shipping above that now operating or 
assigned Pacific is required. By 15 October 18 AK of EC 2 
type or equivalent, 2 AF, 7 AO, 6 AOG. By 1 December add to 
foregoing 15 AK of EO 2 type. Above oiler requirements are 
in addition to 3 of AO 80-88 also AO 51 and 52 and tanker 
GULF OF CARIBBEAN. 
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11 0611 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info VCNO. 

JCS 202204 July Part 2. 13 APA, 3 AKA, zero AP now avail-
able Pac Fleet. My· records show 4 APA DUPAGE, PIERCE, 
SFtH:RIDAN, MIDDLETON 1 AKA VIRGO ready near future. 3 APA 
SUMTER ELMORE FAYETTE and 1 AKA AQ,UARIUS due complete con-
version about 10 September. Request any corrections to 
above and names and probable date reporting duty CinCPac 
remainder namely 4 AKA 9 AP. 

11 1902 COMINCH to CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, COMSOPAC, CINCLANT, COM-
NORPAC, COMNAvNAW, COMNAVEU, Info VICE CNO, BUPERS, COS ARMY. 

Effective 15 August Amphibious Forces reorganized as follows 
(A) Organize 5th Amphibious Force (5th-Phib) Rear Admiral 

Turner. 
(B) Change Amphibious Force South Pacific to 3rd Amphibious 

Force (3rd-Phib) Rear Admiral Wilkinson. 
~C) Change Amphibious Force Pacific Fleet to 9th Amphibious 

Force (9th-Phib) Rear Admiral Rockwell. 
(D) Change Amphibious Force Southwest Pacific to 7th Amphib-

ious Force (?th-Phib) Rear Admiral Barbey. 
(E) Change Rear Echelon of Amphibious Force Pacific Fleet 

to Amphibious Training Co1nmand Pacific Fleet (PhibTrain-
Pac) Rear Admiral Davis. 

(F) Change Amphibious Force Atlantic to 6th Amphibious Force 
(6th-Phib} Rear Admiral Kirk. 

(G) Change Amphibious Force Northwest African waters to 8th 
Amphibious (.8th-Phi b) Rear Admiral Hall. 

(H) Change Amphibious Force Europe to 11th Amphibious Force 
(llth-Phib} . 

(I) Change Training Activities and Rear Echelon Atlantic 
Fleet to Amphibious Training Command Atlantic Fleet 
(PhibTrainLant)~ Commodore Johnson. 

(J} Commander 5th Amphibious Force is Type Commander for 
all Amphibious Forces Pacific Fleet. 

(K) Commander 6th Amphibious Force is Type Commander for 
all Amphibious Forces Atlantic Fleet. 
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13 2345 CINCPAC to ALPAC Info COMINCH, COM 12. 

Effective 1200 Zebra 15 August Amphibious Forces Pacific 
Fleet constituted as follows: 
{A) 5th Amphibious Force {5th-Phib) Rear Adm ~rner, 

Task Force 55, forces to be assigned by later dispatch. 

(B) 3rd Amphibious Force (3rd-Phib) Rear Adm Wilkinson 
Task Force 32, forces now assigned AmphibFor SoPac. 

{C) Amphibious Training Command Pacific Fleet (PhibTrainPac) 
Rear Adm Davis, Task Group designation to be assigned 
by Com5thPhib, forces now assigned Rear Echelon Amphib-
ForPac. 

{D) 9th Amphibious Force (9th-Phib) Rear Adm Rockwell, 
forces now assigned Task Force 51 less those in Rear 
Echelon, Task Force designation remains unchanged 
during COTTAGE operation. It is assigned to North 
Pacific Force. 

(E) ComPhibTrainPac report to Com5thPhib for operational 
control. 

14 0441 COMNORPAC to NORPACFOR. 

Most secret. ComNorPac confirms August 15 as D-Day. 

15 0540 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info COMNAVBASE FIJI, CNB TONGATABU 
PORT DIR ESPIRITU, COM lQTH FLT C&R, COM\VESSEAFRON. 

Liberty ship M:E. DeYoung torpedoes at 175-10 west 21-50 
south at 1753 GCT/14 August enroute Espiritu Santo. Tonga-
tabu despatched sub chasers 667 and 677 to scene. Sub 
chaser 677 indicate DeYoung immobile in water 6 wounded, 
1 dead. CATALPA ordered from SUVA to assist. Tanker 
Quebed practically empty only available vessel in Tonga 
dispatched to tow vessel to port. Sub chasers escorting. 

16 0502 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. 

Your 150215 Deputy SoPac immediately Subordinate ComSoPac 
and acts for him in case he should be absent or incapacitated. 
Normally handles SoPac Administration. If shown in diagram 
would be immediately under OomSoPac. 
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18 2357 CINCPAC to COMINCH, COMNORPAC Info COMWESBEAFRON, CO:WlAR SAN 
DIEGO COMPHIBTRAPAC, COM 5TH PHIB, COMSOPAC, CG 2ND MARDIV. 

Cominch approval requested for following. When conditions 
permit route vessels as follows soonest possible. A DOYEN 
best speed direct to PEARL B all LST to PEARL on completion 
necessary repairs C 1 APA plus THUBAN to West Coast for 
voyage repairs thence San Diego load 1st Marine Airdrome 
Battalion destination PEARL D 3 APA to SanFran available 
ComWeSeaFron for joint priorities and arrival Wellington 
by 1 October report ComGen 2nd Mardiv for loading and train-
ing. Provide escorts as practicable requesting air and sur-
face coverage at destination where necessary. Anticipate 
arrival APA's Wellington if possible. 

21 2006 COMGEN SAMOA to MARCORPS Info CINCPAC COMSOPAC. 

23 0844 

23 0715 

2nd Barrage Balloon Squadron and 19th Replacement Battalion · 
disbanded August 21. 7th Defense Battalion detached from 
Jrd Marine Brigade same date. Will operate independently 
as 7th Defense Battalion reinforced PHILISTINE in this 
command. 

OTG 19.8 to CINCPAC, COMNORPAC, COMSOPAC. 

G-2 periodic report number 1 from 1701 W(+lO) time 21 Auv.ust to 
1700 W time 22 Augvst. Para 1 preliminary interpretation enemy 

. documents hampered by lack of material Ja.ps apparently careful to 
destroy all evidence however dispatch bard KISKA HARBOR indicates 
submarines used for evacuation as total 3163 29 July. Captured 
diary also lists warning order sent 8th July actual evacuation 
major forces 29 July. l of 3 pages evacuation order recovered list 
destination only as point XRAY. Portion of retrieved diary indicates 
subs of ITEM class entered KISKA HMtBOR on average 1 every 4 days 
frol"!'l lst May to last Jul;y· bringing cargo many vrell stocked supply 
dumps throughout island testify to efficacy this means transportation 
Par~ 2 island defense. plan similar to ATTU where ~uns emplaced to 
fire down valley however KISK.A much better in artillery placement 
example ROSE HILL where 37nun infantr~r cannon emplaced behi11d. concrete 
causual weak tJen practice siting ·w·eapons with limited fields of fire 
followed. Numerous ~alleries some resemblinc ancient catacombs hewn 
out of soft s~nd stone used as supply storaEe and shelter* ~ara 3 
Diaries indicate prolonged naval and air bombardr.1ent was breaking 
enemy morale particularly effective were delayed action bombs. 
Para 4 Enemy capabil ·ities consist attack b~.r air or sea forces. 

Com 7th FLEET to co~.1 3rd rL::;ET, Info COMI',JCII, COM 1st FLEET, CC,EST:BS 
'ltfi l'L£Et, cTF'72.. cnJcs(~w~s Pll.c. 

nererrinv Cominch 131630 ~uly. ·.vJ th concurrence CinCSof~esPac inte1_d7 3 6 
redistril:mte submari -r'e Southwest Pacific Area to r rovide 12 in 
PHILn~c r ~m . rT~J SGUTH CHINA S :E~A sr,here by mid September. 1,7ill accomplish 
by sending all newly arriving Squadron 16 boats to West Coast and by 
sending: POMPO~ to game area leavi'r.1g BRISBANE about 10 September. As 
Squadron 16 submar ine s arrive to keep quota filled to 12 will return 
h 0Rt. 0f Smm drnn 8 to Tas1
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23 0651 

22 1630 

27 0625 

COMNORPAC to COiv1INCH, CINCPAC, CTF' 97 & 96 Info COMGEN WDC. 

Aur;ust 22nd sumr.1ary. Amphibious phase KISKA operation completed 
at 14 hours W (.f-10) t n']P~r~ Re connaissance islands v icinity KISKA 
continuing. Land i.ng GUNNERS COVE H.AT ISLAND 1430 TY' from KANE . 
No oppos ition. Toda.y's air acti1rity consisted of' AS pe.trols o .. rer 
KISKA a.nd 3 AD.l\.K searches -Nhich averaged 350 miles t.o southwa rd 
on r a dar. Ot~er b ases f os ~ound. 

COMINCH to CI NCPAC Info COF'S USA , VICE CNO, COMGEN r.1AJ1COHP8 , COIViPHIB 
5th FLEET, COMPBIBTRAPAC . 

Jo int Chi efs of Staff de cision requires that 4th Marine Division 
be amphi1J i ous l y tra ined by 1 December 1943 and *1 J ivisi on by 1 
r~1ar ch 1944 foll owed by 1 divi sion e ver~.r 3 mon ths there aft e r on the 
·:ies t Coast of United States. Tal::e ne cessary act i. on. '!ou will be 
adv ise d later a s to whetl:1e r add i t i onal divi sions vvill be J.1Iarine or 
Ar my. *Bndl y garbl e d . 

COMNORPAC to COMNORWESSEAFRON COMWESSEAFRON NYD PS, NYD MI, Info numerous. 

(Most Secret written up in p inks) 

01 1451 CG HAW DEPT to CINCPAC. 

Answer to your message 292153 Re CG SAMOA 262041. Operating Team for 
SCR-588 FUNAFUTI leaving Hawaiian Department by 1st water transportation 
available. 

02 1030 COMNORPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC, CO:MNORWESTSEAFRON, COMWESTSEAFRON, COMGENWDC 

Monthly summary for August. Part 1 of 3 parts. All times and dates 
are W (flO). Air Operations. During August 11th Air Force dropped 
559.4 tons bombs KISKA and in attack on PARAMUSHIRU-SHIMUSHU August 
11th dropped 19.7 tons. FlAirWing 4 dropped 6.7 tons KISKA. 2 Lib-
erators missing in PARAlnJSHIRU attac, 3 damaged. 5 of 50 intercepting 
enemy fighters shot down, more probables. 2 heavy 10 light surface 
bombardments on KISKA prior to occupation. Amphibious. On 15 August 
American and Canadian troops occupied KISKA without opposition, Japs 
having previously evacuated. Ground reconnaissance made Little KISKA, 
Little Sitkin, Rat Island, Segula and Buldir without encountering 
enemy. Air reconnaissance Agattu, no signs enemy. Weather station 
established Semisopochnoi. Submarine operations. Not reported July 
summary. S 30 reported 2 hits on escorted Maru probably sinking same 
July 27th and reported sinking 5000 ton AK west of Araido Island July 

~· 28th. 

021035 Part two ComNorPac August monthly summary. KISKA. Army personnel 
ini tial ly landed 20738 Navy 420 i nc l uding Seabees. Reorgani zation 
ground forces i n progres s construct i on begun one ship dock and one 
barge dock. Landi ng stri ps constructed by Japs 100 by 3000 feet 
rock and gravel without mat sui table for emergency l andings. Four 
Kingfishers basing on tender. Navy construction begun South Head 
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02 1035 COMNORPAC to CGMINCH, CINCPAC, etc. - Cont'd. 

Area• Torpedo net and moorings installed KISKA Harbor. ATTU. One 
additional Jap prisoner captured. Army personnel 14750 Navy 4562 
includigy WYYE and Seabees. Prelimina~J Sub Base construction con-
tinues, Two subs completing refits. MTB Base and torpedo circus op-
erating. 1 army ·ship dock 1 Navy ship dock 1 Army LST dock completed. 
Another Army ship dock 95 percent complete and barge dock 90 percent 
complete. ALEXAI POINT matted runway 100 by 4700 feet plus 8 hard 
standings and taxiways. Matted cross runway 100 by 3000 feet com-
pleted. CASCO Cove Navy runway construction continues with 2900 by 
100 feet ready with mat for emergency. landings. 800 yards ground 
moorings laid for 1500 yard at net. 5-20 by 50 foot magazines com-
pleted with road thereto. Naval guns include 4-90mm 8-40mm 4-20mm 
17 fixed Cal with 4 additional 40mm guns enroute • . Aircraft basing 
ATTU. Army 10 Mitchells with 10 crews. 11 Warhawks with 7 pilots. 
Navy. 12 Catalinas 8 Venturas 5 Kingfishers. 

02 1040 ComNorPac sends part 3 and final part August monthly summary. 

SHEMYA. Army personnel 6849 Navy 178. Main runway has 34 hard standings and taxiways. Cross runway 150 by 4000 feet to be completed in October. 
Barge dock 95 percent complete. Aircraft basing SHEMYA. Ar.my. 9 Lightn-
ings with 10 pilots 17 warhawks with -17 pilots, Navy none. AMCHITKA. 
Matted cross runway 200 by 5000 feet with 31 hard standings and taxiways 
completed. 2nd 2 ship Army dock estimate complete October lOth. Aircraft 
Ar.my 23 Lightnings with 23 pilots. 27 warhawks with 23 pilots. Navy. 12 
Catalinas. Sand Bay GREAT SITKIN. Personnel. Navy 1045 plus amphibious unit 392. Fuel dock practically complete and in use. 18-10.000 barrel fuel oil tanks completed. 2 more to be completed by September 5th. 10 
tanks full. Pumping plant completed. Heating system installed 7 tanks. 
5-20 by 50 foot magazine with concrete decks constructed. Small arms 
warehouse under construction. Fuel dock at Net complete. Harbor Net 12 
percent complete. ADAK. ComNinthPhib Force temporary headquarters under 
construction Finger Bay. Aircraft. Army 6 Liberators with 8 crews 8 
Mitchells with 7 crews 1 Lightning with 1 pilot 33 Warhawks with 26 
pilots. Navy 6 Catalinas 15 Venturas. In addition following Army planes 
without crews at bases indicated. A11CHITKA 4 Liberators 1 Fortress 19 
Mitchells. SHEMYA. 2 Liberators. EL~ENDORF 14 Liberators 18 Warhawks. 
UMNAK has 16 WarhalvkE with 28 pilots (Canadian). 
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06 2025 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info COM 5TH PHIB CORPS, COMINCH, MARCORPS, 
COM 7TH FLEET, COMSOPAC, COMGEN SAMOA. 

Here is part 1 of 2 final 062031. In order that the Marine Corps 
may intelligently administer lo~istic and personnel support of 
Marine organizations in pending operations, answers to the following 
questions are urgently needed. (1) What-Marine units will be logis-
tically based on PEARL HARBOR. (2) When should such logistic support 
commence. (3) Would supplies for such units be loaded in the u.s. for 
delivery directly in the operating area, or must they be transshipped 
at OAHU. (4) If transshipped at OAHU what levels of supply in the 
various categories including days of fuel should be maintained there 
by the Marine Corps. (5) If any depot stocks are initially located 
at OAHU is it contemplated that this would be more or less permanent 
base or will the base be soon advanced. (6).Must camp sites be pre-
pared in OAHU for any Marine units additional to those now there. 
If so, when, for what units, what length of time. (7) 1Vhat Marine 
units operating under Central Pacific control will be logistically 
based in the South Pacific and will logistic responsibility remain 
in the South Pacific. (8) Vfuat will be the specific location of the 
logistic base or bases. 

06 2031 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info MARCORPS, CG 5TH PHIBCORPS, COMINCH, COM 7TH 
FLEET, COMSOPAC, COMGEN SAMOA. 

Part 2 final. (9) When will logistic support from such base or 
bases commence. (10) What levels of supply nust be maintained at 
such base or bases. (11) Can any South Pacific Marine Base Depots 
and Base Depot stocks be moved to such base or bases. (12) If so what 
depots and what level of stocks will be so moved. (13) Can the level 
of supplies now maintained in the South Pacific be reduced. (14) To 
what extent will the existing joing logistic plans for Central and 
South Pacific be modified for these operations. (15) Vfuat are the 
contemplated staging areas for personnel replacements for the various 
units. In view of the necess~ty of economizing on warehouse erection 
and because of time limitations, rigid economy is necessary in the 
amount of reserve stocks behind the operating units and outside of 
the UNITED STATES. 

070012 COM 3rd FLEET to ALL SHIPS SOPAC AREA, NAVBASE EFATE, NAVBASE ESPIRITU 
SANTO, ALL TFCS SOPAC Info COMSOVffiSPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, CG SOPAC, COMINCH, 
CINCPAC, COMSO'tR:ESfACFOR, COMFAIRSOUTH, REPCOMDESPAC NOill!lEA, COMDESPAC, 
COMFAIR NOUMEA, COMAIRPAC, SUBCOMSERONSOPAC. 

Com 3rd Flt Task .F'orces are reorganized as follows effective 0000 GCT 
14th Sept. Short title SOPACORG 4. TF 37 Rear Admiral Davis SOuTH 
DAKOTA, WASHINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ALABAMA DesRon 45 SELFRIDGE, 
RALPH TALBOT, PATTERSON. TF 38 Rear Admiral Sherman SARATOGA, BRETON, 
PRINCE WILLIAlvi CruDiv 11 DesRon 12 DesDiv 15. TF 39 Rea.r Admiral 
Merrill CruDiv 12 DesRon 23. TF 37 bases HAVANNAH. TF 38 and 39 base 
ESPIRITU. TF 34 (operating directly under Com 3rd Flt) TG 34.1 Captain 
Ryan DesRon 21. Task Group 34.2 Captain Tuohe DesRon 22. Task Groups 
34.1 and 34.2 will normall be alternated between the SOLOMONS Area and 
ESPIRITU. Task Group 34.3 CortDivs 8 and 11 plus destroyers not other-
wise assigned.. Task Group 34.4 BREESE TRACY MinDiv 3 (PRUITT SICARY 1~SJ9 
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070012 Com 3rd FLEET to ALL SHIPS SOPAC k~EA, NAVBASE EFATE, etc. -- Cont'd. 

GAMBLE MID MinDiv 14 will be assigned this ·Task Group on arrival SoPac). 
Task Groups 34.3 and 34.4 normally base NOill!EA. Para. Present Task 
Forces 31, 32, 33 and 35 not affected by this reorganization. Composition 
Task Forces 37, 38 and 39 my OpPlan 14A-43 hereby modified to conform 
SoPac ORD 4. Movements of units to proper bA.ses will be ordered by 
originator. 

08 1836 ST~rNER (AG32) to CINCPAC Info COMGEN SAiv1:0A, COMAIRPAC, COMCENPAC. 

SUMNER answers CinCPac 070711. All passes have been investigated by 
diver. TE BUAEUA has hard coral bottom nearly level. Believe this pass 
would be easier to dred~e than TE AVA I DE LAPE and would be more ser-
viceable the year around. TE AVA I DE LAPE has hard coral bottom nearly 
1 evel. Local inf.ormation that ground swells as noted by PATHFINDER are 
frequent from November to March. Remainder of the year swells generally 
m1der 4 feet. TE AVA TEBUKA VILI VILI has irregular hard coral bottom 
with occasional coral heads reaching height of 10 feet and large patches 
of snad. No local information as to ground swells this pass but none 
running at present. This pass appears easiest to dredge to desired depth. 
Believe any of the passes could be dredged expeditiously with proper 
equipment. Blasting; in TE FUAGEA proe;ressing well with marked iinprove-
ment already made. 1 7 4 0 
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09 0243 COM 7TH FLEET ADMIN to COMINCH Info VICE CNO, CINCPAC, COM 3RD FLEET, 
CTF 71, CTF 72, CINCSO~~SPAC. 

Report following successful aircraft minela.ying operations in NETrffiRLANDS 
EAST INDIES. SORONG NEW GUINEA 26 and 30 August. 8 Mark 12 Mod 1 and 
2 Mark 13 mines. in SOROHG ROAD for channel approaches westward of 
longitude 131 degrees 13 minutes east. SOERABAJA JAVA. 26 and 29 
August. 16 Mark 13 mines. Alon~ SOERABAJA STRAIT between latitudes 
6 de~r.ees 52 minutes south and 7 degrees 15 minutes south. SEKAR BAY 
NEVV GUINEA. 2 September" 4 Mark 13 mines. AIY BAY shoreward of 10 
fathom lane. KE!'TDARI BAY CELEBES. 7 September. 4 Mark 12 mod 1 and 
4A. Mark 1 to 4 assemblies Mark 200 mines. In bay and channel approach 
westward of longitude 122 38 east. All Mark 12 Mod 1 mines contain 
M3 or M3 Mod 1 mechanisms. Mark 13 mines M4 Mod le 1 aircraft with 
2 Mar~ 12 Mod 1 mines equipped with M3 Mod 1 and SEl mechanisms lost. 
Probable crashed on land in enemy occupied territory. No steriliters 
used. 

09 0615 CINCPAC to -~PAC Info COMINCH. 

M0 dify my 261245 Au~ust. 5th A~phihious Corps is assiEned directly 
to Central Pacific Force instead of to 5th Amphibious Force. 

09 1743 COMINCH to U.S. FLEET. 

ITALY has surrendered and all Italian Naval and merchant ships have been 
ordered (A) Approach United Nations Ports in full daylight at speed"of not 
more than 12 knots (B) To stop as soon as challenged and await instructions. 
(C) For purposes of identification to fly a large black or Blue pennant from 
the mainmast or only mast and to mark deck by large circular black disc at 
night to burn dimmed navigation lights and flash GA when sighted (D) To use 
500 kcs if necessary to use radio for communication with United Nations 
stations and to shift frequency if this deemed desirable by United Nations 
Station. Para. In MEDITERRANEAN orders of Commander in Chief, Mediterranean 
Fleet will govern action toward Italian Forces. In other areas attacks again-
st Italian ships including submarines will continue unless the indicate un-
mistakable signs of surrender either as outlined above or in some other 
manner. 

11 1955 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMFAIRWEST, COMAIRLANT, COMFAIR 
QUONSET R.I., CINCLANT, COMAIRPAC. 

Spare Carrier Air Group 2 will be operationally ready for 
assignment after 4 months training on 1 October. Request 
comment on desirability continuing advanced training in-
cluding night operation East Coast or transferring to 
Pac~fic Fleet about 1 October. If latter recommend locality 
West Coast for initial transfer. 

1741 



-s:sa RB'f --

September (GCT) 

11 2216 COMGEN SAMOA to COMSOPAC Info CINCP AC, COMAIRSOPAC. 

PEONE Airfield 90% complete TAFUNA complete. SAMOAN area 
landing fields. UPOLU complete. WALLIS fields complete. 
Satellite field. Additional nose hangar 75% additional 
taxiway and plane hides total completed 16 x 7 new hides 
under construction 10 % main airfield. Relocating widen-
ing and resurfacing new taxiway facilities and constructing 
hard stands 27%. FUNAFUTI Field complete taxiway 96% 
complete blast pens 95% complete. 

12 0607 COMMANDER PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS to COMGEN CENTPAC Info 
COMINCH, MARCORPS, CSA, CG 5TH PHIBCORPS, COM 5TH PHIBFOR. 

Commander Pacific Ocean Areas expects to be in need of 
camp facilities and training for Marine units to be re-
habilitated in or staged through the HAWAIIAN Area. These 
camps should be ready by the following dates for 1 division 
by 1 December. For 6 Defense Battalions by 1 January. For 
1 additional division plus a reinforced regiment by 15 
January and a camp for 10,000 transients on OAHU by 15 
November. Please advise me of the practibility of ComGen 
CentPac providing such facilities and areas. 

12 2350 2ND MARDIV to COMCENPAC Info CINCPAC, COMSOPACFOR, COM5THPHIB-
FOR, COMGEN 5THPHIBCORPS, lST MARAMPHCORPS. 

Strongly recommend LLRVC IV landing exercises proposed 
CinCPac's 090117 be held this area not EFATE or FIJIS 
following reasons (A) Primary purpose training shore party, 
beach party and ships crews can be done here better than 
areas mentioned (B) Time and material difficulties inci-
dent reloading from beaches (C) Previous experience indi-
cates probability 20% equipment and supplies not ~uited 
operational landing after wear, loss, breakage, and weather 
incurred training exercises (D) Wear and tear on boats with 
limited facilities repair or replacement (~) Plan entails 
troop embarkation four to six weeks attendant loss combat 
efficiency (F) Necessity begin combat loading not later 
1 October reach EFATE middle of month (G) Malaria hazard 
HEBRIDES. Suggest combat loading on completion logistical 
exercise here about 30 October proceed FIJIS or other 
designated area final tactical rehearsal troops on scheme 
of maneuver freight not to be unloaded until actual opera-
tion. 
Ref: Request air ground and boat reconnaissance of beaches 
in FIJIS which may be suitable for rehearsals of combat. 
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13 2208 COMDTCH to CINCPAC 

ComGen SAl.fOA 110310 am concerned vri th difficulty encountered in LST , 
and LCT operations on coral reefs. vVhen sufficient experience has been 
Eained desire your recommendations rer:;arding landing ship and craft 
design special equipment and emplo:;rment demolition units to meet this 
problem.. Demolitllion units now enroute your area. 

14 0305 CINCPAC to VICE CNO Info CO:MFIFTHP~IIBCORPS, CO:MHTCH, COM 7TH FLEET, 
MA.RCORPS, COMSOPAC, _c CMGEN SAMOA, COM 14. 

UrDis 062025. The following ansvYers are to questions indicated. ( 1) 2nd 
and 4th MarDivs. 22nd Marines reinforced. 7 defense battalions. Transient 
center for 10000.. Following corps troops. Head~uarters bn signal bn 
tJUartermaster bn motor transp6rt bn 1~bor· bn construction bn. Marine 
forces at present in 14th Naval District plus any additional tr~ops that 
may be authorized. (2) In operation by November 15 except for 4th MarDiv. 
and by January 15 for all units. (3) Transshipped at OAHU. (4) 60 days 
all categories l~ss subsistance and petroleum products. Information am-
munition and post exchange supplies later. (5) Permanent at OAHU except 
for such advance depots as may later be estaplished in forward areas. Now 
expected Army will prepare camp sites. Information reearding shelter to 
be furnished by Marine Corps later. Units as listed in question (1). 
(7) None. (8) OAHU. (9) 15 November also see answer to (2). (10) See 
answer to (4). (11) Yes subject to concurrence by SoPac. (12) 1 base 
depot from NEW ZEALAND with all personnel and stock now held for 2nd 
l~arDiv. Base depot at SAMOA after Marines are relieved. (13) Yes by 
1 Iv1arDiv 1 reinforced rer;iment and 5 defense battalions. ( 14) See an-
swers to (7)(8)(9). (15) HAWAIIAN Area. It is requested tha·t Com 14 be 
directed to acquire a plot of land 1000 by 2640 Sr]_uare feet prefer?-bly . Jn 
the vicinity of Camp Catlin and erection on it 360000 square feet of 
temporary covered storage to provide the necessary expansion of facilities 
for the base depot. 

13 2207 GINCFAC to COMS0PAC Info COMINCH 1 COiviGEN SAMOA. 

Your 110341. Relief by units arriving from U?TITED STATES too late to 
permit employment APOTHECARY defense battalions in GALVANIC. This 
relief ~ust be accomplished by 15 October. In your 130044 you state 
relief of Ali. units can only be accomplished by stripping TRUCULI£NCE 
or CHERiliL. In view of present stage CART:~HEEL and strength at HAINYE1.RD 
and .AT:,~:~:..:RSAND and estimated enemy capabilities consider TRUCULENCE rear 
area where enemy air attack lea:Jt probable. CHEirif.IL and APOTHECARY are 
more exposed now and present -~ at CHERVIL should not be reduced. If 
you cannot provide .. A..A needs for APOTHECARY as recommended in CG SAMOA 091942 
and approved in your 130044 from rear area other than TRUCULfl~CE you are 
~uthorized to strip that island for APO~HECARY. 
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14 2102 COMGEN SAMOA to COMSOPAC , CINCPAC, CENTPAC, COMAIRSOPAC. 

Our dis 1945 amplification. 270 radar NANOMEA reports night planes sending 
old IFF at 0805 range 56 mi~es bearing 260 degrees circling. Target lost 
at 0836. FUNAFUTI reports all trackers on 1 only 268 observed radar identi-
fication signal on 3 flights NCP bombers 3 similar but not ~~C old IFF. 
Once similar new type IFF. Other radar negative. No planes this area in 
air. All planes this area equipped Mark 3. All dates and times GCT 13. 
Further information air mail. · 

15 0059 CINCPAC to QOMINCH Info 1~RCORPS COMGENCENTPAC CG 5TH PHIBCORPS, COM 5TH PHIB. 

Reference JCS 012115 not to. all addees. It is requested that the 4th MarDi.v 
be assigned to CinCPac for duty with CentPacFor immediately in order that 
Amphibious Training may be coordinated. 

15 0513 CINCPAC to COM 5TH PHIBFOR Info COMINCH COMGENCENTPAC COMPHIBTRAPAC. 

Following LSTs hereby assigned 5th PhibFor. 19, 23, 29, 31, 69, 78, 169, 
179, 205, 213, 240, 476 dash 482, 484. Assign appropriate numbe'r to 
ComPhibTraPa..c for joint amphibious training. Latter deliver this dispatch 
by hand for info to LSTs listed above. 

15 0615 COMSUBPAC to ALL SUBS COPYING NPM FOX Info CINCPAC. 

Submarines operating in areas where temperature is considerably less than 
at PEARL or where steep tempera~ure gradients exist are cautioned to check 
torpedoes for loose handhold plates and studs in steering and depth engines 
due to effect of change in temperature on dissimilar metal parts. SUlJFISH 
heading home from 11 D with 7 torpedoes remaining reports 29 thousand tons 
definitely and 7 thousand tons probably sunk. Nice going Peterson. Serial 
42J. Apologies to Joe Williams. My message last night should have said 
SPEARFISH instead of SWORDFISH who did the dirty work on convoy leaving 
BUNGO SUIDO. 

10 0326 COMTRA.NSGR 3RD PHIB to USS ALEIE~JA Info PD NOUl,IEA, OIC REAR ECHEL01\I 3RD 
NE1N ZEALA!\!D DIV: CO ADVAT-TCE HAV BASES NOID:1F.A, CO 1ST PLATOON 49TH QM CO, 
C01!GEN SOS SPA, COIESERCOM FOID.iEA, CINCPAC, COHSOPAC, CO~~GENSOPAC, COM 
3RD PHIB, COMGEF ?MAC, COMSERVRONSOPAC, COHGEN GUADAL, COM'T\fAVACTSOLS 

ALI1ENA, a.t NO'l1!·IEA on Sept 11, a.t dock assigned by port director, commence 
loadinG caq;o and personnel from 1 ist .furnished by ComGen SOS SPA to in-
clude the followinG units, rear echelon 3rd NZ Div., 10 officers, 73 
enlisted (incl11des 3 US Rnny enlisted) approx 108,000 cu. ft. gen. cargo, 
13500 sq. ft. vehicles (6 lifts over 5 tons) advance naval bases, approx 
400 tons, construction equipment - 75000 cube. 1st plat. 49th Q.U craves 
registration co 1 officer> 24 enlisted 1,5000 cube cen care;o and 4 ve-
hicles approx 500 sq. ft. In space remaining load vehicles from 1st Corps 
!Actor Transport Dn Ft~f\.C. ATS ;·requested to !"'urnish load inc details, pre-
pare lo'ldinr; r>l an and caq:;o manifest for prompt airnail delivery to usual 
adees. ETD NOtJ1ffiA Sept 17.. Units coneerned requested to submit complete 
shippine; data to ComSerCom for purpose of effectine: efficient loading. 
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16 0315 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMCENPACFOR, COH 5TP PHIBFOR. 

In view relatively short period bcf0rc GALVANIC tare;et date request 
early action on my 080515. 

16 0327 CIIJCPAC to VIC:E~ CNO Info COMFIFTIIPHIBFOR, ca,~SERVPAC, CClvlPANf.EAFRON. 

In accord with reouest of ComFifthPhibFor desire destination of LST 
division 18 be ch~nged to San Diego there to report to ComPhibTraPac 
to replace Division 15 required at FEfl~ bv 25 October for combat on-
erations. Remainder assignments my dis 260115 Aucust as scheduled.· 
Henceforth as a matter of policy all 1ST's LCT's and LCI's for 5th and 
8th Amphibious Forces proceeding from East Coast will be routed to San 
Diego for training. 

16 1947 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info CO~ffiiRPAC C01WAIRI~STCOAST COMAIRLANT CINCLANT. 

My 012040 early formation independent TBF rocket squadron not approved. 
In lieu thereof designate Pacific Fleet Type ComPRon for installation this 
type equipment in the TBF component immediately following completion 
ComPRon 58 installation. 

17 0112 COM 12 to COMFIFTHPHIB Info COMPHIBTRAINPAC, VOPNAV, CI1TCPAC, ACORNTRADET 
HUENEME, PIER 40 SA1TFRAN. 

Following 1ST's at SanFran undergoinG voya~e repairs readiness date for load-
ing Sept. 19 1ST's 23, 69, 169, 205. In accordance CinCPac Dis 100511 pro-
pose loading this group HTJEN~JIE with portion Acorn 14 personnel and cargo 
departinE Sept. 23 to arrive October 3. LST 20 not assigned can be made 
available join this Eroup. Advise. Remaining group 1ST's 19, 476 to 482 
inclusive and 484 total 9 due arrive SanFran Sept. 20 towine; 4 or 5 LCT's. 
Upon completion voyage repairs will complete loadine; Acorn 14 plus 4 or 5 
LCT's on deck and route to PEARL to arrive early as possible prior Oct. 15 
UrDis 160513~ Will load division 15 Ur.Dis 160509 San.Ti'ran to depart Oct. 15 
ETA October 25 ComPhibTrainPac route 6 LCT's to arrive SanFran for loading 
prior Oct. 10. 

17 2322 COHAIRPAC to COI:IFAIR SOUTH Info CINCPAC, COHFAIRWI"f\TG 2, cmr80PAC, Cmif.AIRSOPAC, 
~Ol!FAIR.;~\TESTCOAST, cm.PAIRWING 1. 

Readiness CATALINE PA~RONS for 80PAC beint: delayed by (A) slow Catalina 
deliveries incident to manufacturers chane;ing: from production Seacats to 
production Landcats only (B) Small proportion of experienced personnel in 
new and reformer patrons arriving -LA..WAII from \VEST COAST and consequent 
need for further training HAWAIIAN AREA (C) Necessity for meeting CentPac 
allocations in part with effective squadrons. Unless situation i~proves 
best anticipated schedule for transfers to SOPAC is PatHon 14 Seacats 
late September, PatRon 91 Seacats late October, PatRon 81 Landcats late 
November, P~1tRon 12 Landcats late December, PatRon 44 Landcats early Janu-
ary. Request comment on relative acceptability of deferment of planned in-
crease in SOPAC Catalina strength or alternative of lenethening tour of 
squadrons in area also proposal for return of squadrons based on foregoing 
transfers. 
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17 1431 COivliNCH to CINCPAC, CG 4th MARDIV, CG FM.F SAN DIEGO AREA Info HQ USMC 
DE'PT PAC, COM5THPHIBFOR, CG CENTPACFOR, NlARCORPS. 

Effective September 20 4th Mardiv assiened CinCPac for duty with Cent-
Pe.cFor. Units or personnel this division will not be transferred from 
United States until completion scheduled amphibious training except 
upon authority CominCh. 

19 0829 COM5THPHIBFOR to COMPHIBTRAINPAC, Info CINCPAC, COMCENPAC, CO.MINCH, 
COM5THPHIBCORPS 

Due GALVANIC operation commitments no FifthPhib APA's or AKA's now in 
Pacific will be available for training on dates you desire your 162004 
not to e.ll adees. 7 new construction APA' s expected be ready depart 
East Coast early October for West Coast will be assigned to you for 
amphibious training on completion voyage repairs and operational train-
ing. Other new construction APA's and AKA's due depart East Coast 
estimated dates Oct 20 to Jan 1 will be similarly assigned as practic-
able. Now plan to assign you about 9 APA's and 2 AKA's latter part 
December after GALVANIC. Will keep you advised of estimated West Coast 
arrival dates and probable length of availability to you. Under con-
sideration is combat loading on West Coast of Fourth Mardiv for subse-
quent operations. 

20 1031 CIHCPAC to VICE CNO Info COMINCH, COMSERVPAC, COMAIRPAC. 

This refers my 161131. Underwater defenses revised as follows. Channels 
TE AVA FUAGEA and TE BUABUA latter to be dredged to 45 feet 600 feet wide. 
Hydrophones for both entrances and antisubnarine net with gate for latter. 
TI: AVA I DE LAPE as before. Other passages to be mined. 

20 2136 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC. 

Confirming recommendations my serial 00318 of 21 August based on tactical 
experience to date and on unsuitability of light carriers as Flaeships 
recom~1end imnediate reorganization CarDivs to meet requirements operations 
in near future as follows: 

CARDIV ONE 
CARDIV TWO 
CARDIV THREE 
CARD IV F' OUR 
CARDIV FIVE 
CARDIV SIX 

SARATOGA 
ESSEX 
YORKTOVlN 
BUNKER HILL 
LEXINGTON 
ENTERPRISE 

MOUTEREY 
COVJPENS 
BELLEAU WOOD 
INDEPENDENCE 
PRINCETON 
CABOT 

RADM SHERMAN 
RJ~DM HONTGOMERY 
RADM PO\'VNALL 
RADM REEVES 
Ri\.DM RADFORD 
FLAG OFFICER TO BE ASSJ:GUED X 

RecomMend future organization to be reached in 1944 include two CV and 
one CVL to a division. 
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25 0359 CINCPAC to COUGElT 4TH 1TARDIV, cmiCElTTPACFOR Info COI.tJGEU 5TH P:.'IIBCORPS, 
J!IARCORPS. 

4th l\'!ardiv assir_;ned Com 5th PhibCorps for duty to permit coordination 
of nnphibious trainin~ subject to limitations CominCh 171431. 

26 2331 CINCPAC to VICE CNO Info COMINCH, COM 12, COMCENPAC, COMSERVP!C, COMSTHPHIB. 

From Admiral Smith. Regarding the whole subject of the 18 AK requested 
by CinCPac for GALVANIC and the 15 for BANKRATE. Of these request WSA 
deliver for conversion 15 of 1st 18 to be held for CinCPao. 5 ships to 
be converted to carry approximately 1000 troops. 10 ships to carry neces-
sar,y CB specials to work ship and 6 landing craft in accordance with plans 
discussed with Port Director Com 12. Provide adequate fresh water. Pre-
fer Navy manned. Must be ready San Francisco 1 November therefore usual 
conversion features may require deferment of some items until later 
availability of ships. Immediate AK requirements for GALVANIC will be 
tilled from list of vessels named in Com 12 220124 or such as may later 
become available after discharge PEARL. Same procedure will be followed 
in future of asking for AK only when and as required to lift cargoes 
awaiting shipment and releasing when no longer needed. Cominch and 
CinCPac approve. 

01 0347 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, MARCORPS, VICE CNO, COM5THPHIBCORPS, 
COMGENCENTPAC, COMAIRPAC, COMCENTPACFORCE, COMGEN SAMOA, CCJ1 12. 

This concerns questions UrDis 210349 not to all addeea on command and 
other problems SAMOAN Area. That area including FUNAFUTI, NUKUFETAU and 
NANOMEA will remain under present command organization. Internal details of 
local command of' islands in the area will be as ComSoPac decid~.s. ComSoPac 
is expected to provide necessary service units, communications, supply 
and hospitalization incident to relief of Marine personnel. ComGen SAMOA 
will advise ComSoPao of requirements to avoid duplication or paralleling of 
facilities and supplies. Logistic support of the SAMOAN Area as above 
defined will continue as the responsibili~ of ComSoPac. This also em-
braces support of additional Army and Navy shore based units of the 
Central Pacific Area Which are to be located temporarily and mainly in 

the ELLICE group preparator.y to and including GALVANIC. Estimated that these 
personnel will total not more than 2500 wnd will be accompanied by 30 
days supplies upon departure from PEARL. All logistic support for surface 
and air units of the Central Pacific Force operating in SoPac will nor-
mally be provided by Central Pacific supply agencies. ComSoPac will be 
expected to furnish to these such emergency assistance as available and 
conversely the logistic facil i ties of the Central Pacific Area are available 
for such aid as can be rendered to SoPac forces. Information conoerntng 
logistics supply for GILBERT Operations will be covered by later dispatches. 
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03 1715 CINCPAC to ALPAC Info COMINCH 1 CINCLANT 1 COMSOWESPAC 1 COMGENCENPAC. 

Following changes effective 0000 GCT 15 October 1943. Tactical organ-
ization of Fifth Fleet assigned CenPacFor. 9th Fleet tactical organ-
ization as follows. Task Forces 90 to 94 assigned NorPacFor. TF 97 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier. TF 98 Hawaiian Department. Others reserved for 
CinCPac. All present 5th Fleet Task Force designations cancelled. 
Tactical organization lst Fleet follows. TF 10 11 and 18 reserved for 
specific tasks as required. TF 12 miscellaneous groups in transit. 
TF 13 PhibTrainPac. TF 14 Operational Training Command Pacific. TF 
15 Cruisers and Destroyers and other units when operating under ComDes-
Pac. TF 16 ServPac. TF 17 Submarine Force PacF1eet. TF 19 Air Pacific 

03 2255 CINCPAC to COMGENCENTPAC Info COMGENPAC. 

Of 7 Defense Battalions referred to in my 080203 and 082131 September 
3 must be available by 1 December. Destination for lst 3 Battalions 
(1st, 2nd and 4th) as indicated by Serial 00198 September . 30. It is 
requested that the remaining 4 be available at the earliest time prac-
ticable without disruption of shipping priorities. All of these 4 must 
be available by 15 January. If necessary, infantry components for Army 
Defense Battalions can be furnished temporarilY from Assault Forces. 
Will infor.m you as to destinations last 4 Battalions upon receipt of 
their readiness dates. 

04 2043 COMINCH 'To US FLEET. 

Erfect.ive 1 October. To provide a method of segregating despatch traffic 
in accordance with the necessity for permanency and ready reference be-
cause subject matter is one of policy or of long standing importance 
Fleet and SeaFron Comdr. shall incorporate in the text their short title 
followed by a serial number from 1 to 1000. Recipients shall maintain 
special files of such despatches in such manner as to have them per-
manently and quickly available. This is Cominch 1. It is permissible to 
use the originators despatch serial number for reference purposes where 
all concerned are known to have received same. This in no manner changes 
the use of general messages as now existing. 

07 0239 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info MARCORPS COMSOPAC CG5THPHIBCORPA. 

UrDis 042221. Present plans call for empl~nt 3rd MarDiv 1 November and 
1st MarDiv 1 December. Consider 2 replacement battalions per month plus 
replacement pool now being set up adequate for SoPac requirements. Para. 
2nd Ma.rDiv will be employed Central Pacific 15 November 4th MarDiv and 22nd 
Marines about 1 January. Estimated pool of 3 replacement battalions should 
be available to rehabilitate each of these divisions after employment. 33rd 
replacement battalion in Nov. and 2 additional battalions in December will 
provide pool for 2nd MarDiv in Dec. Attrition in 2nd MarDiv will govern 
number of replacements that must be made available for expected attrition 
in 4th MarDiv and 22nd Marines in Janu~. Para. Plan mount 4th MarDiv on 
Coast therefore it should be moved at T/0 strength. Tempo of campaign calls 
for employment of above units in CentPac about once each quarter. Provision 
of replacements should be made to maintain this tempo. Therefore request 
additional battalions my 020259 be provided. 17 4 8 
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11 0141 CINCPAC to COMGEN SAMOA Info COMCENPAC, COM5THPIIIBFOR, COMGEN5THPHIBCORPS. 

UrDis 242145 September. No APA available at present. Transports for 
amphibious training will be made available prior to employment of 
22nd Marines. 

12 0450 CINCPAC to COMGENCENPAC Info CO ~PCENP AC, CO:v15THPHIBFOR. 

Following revision requirements and availability Army 
defense battalion referred to in my 032255 and 082049 Oct-
ober. The required total of 7 remains unchanged. Only 
2 instead of 3 must be available 1 December. The 7th 
remains designated for employment at KOURBASH. Availa-
bility balance of 4 remains unchanged. 

12 0012 COMNORPAC To CINCPAC, CNO, NORPACF0R, COMINCH, BUPERS Info COMNORWESSEAFRON, 
COMVVESSEAFRON, COMGEN ADC, COM 13. 

Vice Admiral Frank Jack Fletcher has this date relieved Vice Admiral 
Thomas c. Kinkaid as Commander NorPac Force and has assumed command 
of NorPac Area accordance CinCPac 091911. 

15 0359 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMGENCENTPAC COMCE~~PACFOR CG SAMOA COMAIRPAC. 

On or about 5 November when ComAeroCenPacFor (Read Adm. Hoover) in CURTISS 
arrives in ELLICE area request you direct ComGen SAMOA report to Hoover for 
operational control of Marine and Navy shore based aircraft in SAMOAN-ELLICE 
area and of sych base facilities as may be needed in support of GALVANIC and 
subsequent operations. 

16 1830 COMINCH to COMNORWESTSEArRON, COMWESSEAFRON, COMHAWSEAFRON, CINCPOA, COMNOR-
PACFOR, COMSOPAC, COMDT ALASKA SECTOR. 

Following received from War Department is quoted for your information: 
"Effective Novemberl, 1943 the Alaska Defense Command is designated a 
separate theater of operations renamed the Alaskan Department and is 
placed under the direct control or the War Department. Suoh authority 
affecting ALASKA as has been decentralized by the War Department to the 
Co.mGen WDC will be invested in the Alaskan Department". 

18 0257 COM 3RD FLEET to COMGEN SAMOA Info CIUCPAC, COMCENPAC, CG CENTPAC, CCMAIRCENTPACI 

Upon arrival ComAirCenPacFor in ELLICE Area on or about 5 November report 
to that officer for duty as specified in CinCPao 150359. 
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19 1811 COMINCH to COM12 CINCPAC MARCORPS Info MARBAKS NEW RIVER, COMSOPAC, etc. 

Para le MarCorps will make available during December following units for trans-
fer overseas. Here is Part 1 of CominCh 191827 Part 2 final will follow A. 
37th replacement battalion. B. 12th Marine Aviation Replacement _.netachment. 
c. 16th Marine WMPMT Company (colored). D. 1st Ammunition Company. E. 2nd 
and 3rd Marine War Dog Platoons. F. 1st Joint Assault Signal Company. G. 
Stewards branch personnel (colored). H. 11th Garrison Replacement Detachment. 
I. Amphibian Tractor Company 22nd Marines reinforced. J. Pioneer Company 
22nd Marines reinforced. K. Rotation personnel 14th Naval District. L. 
Casuals for CenPac. M. 36th and 38th Replacement Battalions. N. 15th Marine 
Depot Company (colored). 0. 4th Radio Intelligence Platoon. P. Stewards 
Brarrch personnel (colored). Qe Casuals for SoPac. 

21 0259 CINCPAC to CG5THPHIBCORPS CG S_~OA Info COMINCH MARCORPS COMSDPAC COMCENPAC etc. 

2nd Defense Battalion reinforced by two 90mm batteries, 1 Platoon 40mm AA f:== 
1 Platoon 20mm AA from 2nd Airdrome Battalion, one 90mm battery from 5th Def-
ense battalion and the 8th defense battalion reinforced by one 90mm battery 
and 4 SL sections from the 7th Defense Battalion, assigned to 5th PhibCorps 
as of 21 October. Reinforcing units should remain present stations until 
date desired for.movement in GALVANIC. 

CTF 39, CTG 39.3 
24 0350 COM 3rd FLEET to/CINCPAC COMINCH ALL TF COMS SOPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, etc. 

Com 3rd Flt Op Plan 16A-43. Southern Landing Force will land on GOODTIME in 
accordance with my Op Plan 16-43. Other information later. General Task. 
This force will destroy enemy craft attempting to . interfere with Southern 
Force landing. Task Organization. Task Group 39.3 Captain Shepard CLEVELAND, 
DENVER, DesRon 23 (7 DD's). Task Force 33 Major General Mitchell shore based 
aircraft SOPAC. T.G. 39.3 fuel to capacity TULAGI-PURVIS area. Depart TULAGI 
1100 L (-11) October 26 proceed clear of T.G. 31.1 units to arrive latitude 
8 degrees South, longitude 156 East at 2400 L (-11) the same date. Thereafter 
cover approach to GOODTIME of T.G. 31.1. If weather conditions are adverse 
for flying at sunrise the 27th remain as cover for landing craft otherwise 
return on reverse route to PURVIS to arrive prior dark. Task Force 33 furnish 
air cover for T.G. 39.3 during daylight October 26th and 27th. Provide night 
fighters for anti snooper work from sunset to moonset October 26th. Furnish 
Black Cat for slotting night 26th and B-24's for night search and attack and 
timely warning of approach of. enemy surface forces. Communication is in my 
Comm Plan 16-43. This plan effective on rec~ipt. ComSoPac is at MAINYARD. 

21 0501 (MARSHALL) COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF to STILLWELL info DEVERS EISENHOWER etc. 

Combined Chiefs of Staff consider that existing machinery for coordination of 
Anglo-~~erican propaganda policy neither functions with sufficient speed nor 
avoids contradiction when operating under conditions of emergency. CCS also 
consider present procedure, used to obtain agreed decisions on propaganda 
policy from appropriate authorities of the US-UK governments, is too protracted 
to guarantee the unified action required by developments in cases of emergency 
Para. In order to remedy this situation, the rresident and Prime Minister 
have authorized the CCS to establish 3 anglo-american committees of equal 
membership in each of the following theaters for the purpose of emergency 
coordination of Anglo-AmRrican propaganda policy: 1, Pacific Theater includ-
ing CHINA and INDO-CHINA in WASHINGTON; 2 EUROPEAN Theater in LONDON; and 3 
SOUTHEAST ASIA Theater in NEVT DELHI. Para. These committees a.re empowered, 
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21 0501 (MARS~~LL) COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF (Continued) 

in emergency, to make ad hoc decisions when necessary or desirable, and to 
issue special directives on propaganda policies for appropriate agencies of 
the theater commanders and US-UK govorn~ents. Committee decisions and 
directives will be binding for all pronaganda operations directed to theaters 
concerned until revised by normal process of consultation between US-UK 
governments. CCS are charged with the responsibility of establishing all 
3 committees at the places designated. Priority will be given for the 
immediate creation of the committee to be responsible for propaganda in con-
nection with impending operations in the MEDITERRANEAN. Para. ·Committee 
memtership in each ce.se will consist of 1 representative each of US Chiefs 
of Staff, British Chiefs of Staff, State Department, British Foreign Office, 
Office of War Information and British Political Warfare executive. Committees 
are authorized to call in further assistance when necessary. Para. In con-
formi~ with above, U.S. Chiefs of Staff have designated Major General G.V. 
Strong for Washington Committee and Admiral H.R. Stark for London Committee. 
Para. U.S. Chiefs of Staff desire that you designate appropriate US military 
representative to serve on :Uew Delhi committee and notify the War Department 
of your selection. 

24 0601 COM 3rd FLEET to CTF 33, CTF 39 Info COMINCH CINCPAC CINCSOWESPAC TFCs SOPAC. 

This is Com 3rd Fleet Op Plan 16B-43. BUKA Airdrome is threat to our RAVENOUS 
Operation. Additional information later. General Task. Tbts force will 
bombard BUKA airfield (primary targets aircraft) for purpose ·of rendering it 
temporarily ineffective during initial landing CHERRY BLOSSOM. Destroy enemy 
surface forces encountered if threatening landing at CHERRYBLOSSOM. Bombard 
SHORTLANDS area. Task Oreanization. TF 39 RAdm Merrill CruDiv 12, DesRon 23. 
TF 33 Major General Mitchell shore based aircraft SOPAC. TF 39 fuel to capa-
city TULAGI-PURVIS area. Depart TULAGI in time to pass through Lat 09-10 S, 
Long. 160 E at 0400 L (-11)/31 October. Proceed south of RUSSELLS west of 
RENDOVA and SIMBO ISLANDS passing through·Lat 08 S, 156 Eat 1700L/31 at which 
time increase speed to about 28 ·knots proceeding west of TREASURY ISI~D and 
BOUGAINVILLE clear of reefs to arrive off southern tip BUKA Island by 0000 
hours L/1 November. Bombard BUKA airfield for a period of about thirty 
minutes. Additional targets shipping in MATCHIN BAY supply dumps BUKA. On 
completion bombardment retire at best practicable speed west of BOUGAINVI1LE 
keeping clear of CHEVIIIAALGJOTALTCE and proceeding north of TREASURY ISLAND • . 
Upon passing SHORTLANDS at about 0600 L 1 November for a period of about 15 
minutes bombard eastern SHORTLAND ALU POPORANG FAIST and throw a few at 
BALLALE all while maintaining high speed. Upon completion retire east of 
VELLA LAVELLA and K.OLOMBANGARA. Enter KULA GULF fuel from DVL barge in HATHCRN 
SOUND and await further orders. TF 33 furnish air cover for-TF 39 during day-
light October 31st and November 1st. Provide night fighters for anti-snooper 
~ fi:.Qni. sunset until 2130L/31st. Furnish Black Cats for bombardment spot-
ting and B-24s for night search and attack and giving warning of approach of 
enemy surface forces. Communications as in my CommlPlan 16-43. This form 
effective on receipt. 
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25 2100 CINCPAC to COMGENCENTPAC. 

You are hereby directed to use ~ serial 00198 of 30 September 
1 1943 as a basis for procurement of Army personnel and material 

for the Central Pacific Campai gn. 

27 0212 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. 

Desire lay aerial mines on eastern entrance to BUKA STRAIT and in 
western channel to RAMUN BAY northwest of MADEHAS ISLAND between 
November 9th and 15th. Approval requested. 

29 0101 COM 3RD FLT to COMAIRSOPAC Info COMAIRSOLS, COMGENSOPAC, ALL TFC'S, 
SOPAC, COMGEN FMAC, CINCPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, C().~SOWESPAC. 

Lay a erial mines in Eastern Entrance to BUKA STRAIT and in western 
channel to RAMUN BAY northwest of MADEHAS ISLAND between November 9th 
and 15th. Submit dispatch plan to me for approval. Be prepared on 
short notice to shift from mine to torpedo load. 

29 0450 CINCPAC to C~SOPAC Info COMINCH, COMCENPACFOR. 

Present intention is to return BatDivs 6 1 8, 9 and one carrier group 
probably ENTERPRISE,PRINCETON to SoPac after GALVANIC and to keep them 
there until required for FLINTLOCK. Do you wish them to base at EFATE 

1Jov e r.1b er (neT ) 

2 23303 ~tA_P..r1T-li\LL to RICHARDS'OU Info CI NCPAC , HARMON, MACARTHUR. 

Di rective clerification to Corrrrn·n1ding General , U~3 Army 
}!'o r c e s , Cent r sl P B c i ::' i c _t._r e a , con t 8 -;_ n e c1 in '."JD RAD 6 0 0 4 , 
August lk to ~ichardson follows in pnragraph besinning 
"As CorrrrJ.c-Jnding Genernl , US Army }rorces in the Centra l 
Pacific Prea , ?OU vri:i.l be, etc" change last·)hrase 
reac1 ine ''For the er1:rloyment of Arroy li'orces in that area" 
to read t'for the er'l_plo;nnent of J\rmy Forces in the Cen-
trAl Pacific .~1reatt Parn 'Yar Department conception of 
your responsibility for administration and training of 
1H3 J~rmy \'-round end Air rrroops 1:11ithin the Central Pr~cific 
Area i~ thAt, in fullest coordination vvi th CinCPac you 
will continue the training of i'o-rcfls to the extent t11at 
tiMe anrt facilities are evailable or nre made available 
to yc.u. Troops ear-I1[lrked for specific operations should 
fiB SA to the comm.Hno of CinCPac. CentrDl l)acific l~'orce, 
1l'ifth Arnnhi bious }~orce, "Qifth .Ar'1nhi bious Corps, or other 
tRsk ::orce or~nnj :~ations set up by direction of Connander 
in Chief, Pr->cific, at the tir'le uhen, at the discretion of 
GinCPnc, the;r nrc ren,lired for specific oper~tional trnin~_ng 
or rehP!1rsal under the force, corps, or tosk :f'orce commnnde,r

2 in preparAtion for their eventual utilization. ~he exac11~ 
r1 et erYiin8t ion as to v.rhen sue 11 t ruining responsi hili t ie~i 
will nPss from you to CinCPrc or his ~p~ropriAte subor~inate 



October 1943 (GCT) 

29 0450 

30 0116 

CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, COMCENPACFOR. 

Present intention is to return DatDivs 6, 8 1 9 and one carrier group 
probably ENTERPRISE PRINCETON to SoPac after GALVANIC and to keep them 
there until required for FLINTLOCK. Do you wish them to base at EFATE. 

COHSOPAC to CIUCPAC Info COMINCH, CINCSOWESPAC, COHSOWESPAC, COJ\WENTPAC. 

BatDivs (your 290450) at EFATE. Carrier group at ESPIRITU. 
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............--s-r r.r9 TST 

corr11Y!An<4er nust, in ell cases be cJecided by CinCPac nfter 
consultr1tion vvi tl1 ~rnu af5 l1is . .l\.rmy a.dviser. 

07 0220 MARSHALL to COMGENCENTPAC Info CINCPOA; COM~NCH 

7812-7th Dispatch, Cominch, 311400/0ctober to CinCPOA directs CCS 329/2 to 
be passed to ComGenCentPace CCS 329/2 covers operations in the Pacific 
to include Hecember, 1944 para Cominch 311400 is also directive to CinCPOA 
to formulate plans and train for campaigns in the Central Pacific, to 
include estimates of troop and material requirements for operations sub-
sequent to BANKRA~E. para. This radio adknowledges your lt6731 October 28. 
Your study, now in preparation in accordance with vV.O letter, subject: 
Theater Troop Basis, dated 27 Sept., will of necessity be reviewed in 
the light of present and future availability of forces, and in conformity 
with the deployment of forces set up by CCS directive 329/2. para. JCS 
dispat·ches 202204/Jul-y covering GALVANIC Operations and O:t2115/September 
covering the BANKRATE Operations are controlling for a major Army ground 
force units and major army air force combat units set up for these opera-
tions. I'Vi th reference last paragraph urad 6556 November 2, attention . is 
invited to paragraph 2, Annex D, CCS 329/2. The deplo~~ent of forces 
outlined by the combined Chiefs of Staff fixed the overall allotments of 
major units for operations in the !3acific. In this connection maintenance 

in Central Pacific of 2 heavy and 1 medium bomber groups plus 2 fighter 
groups fulfill CCS firm allocations during 1944. Para. Further reurad 
W 68/November 2, your restudy of signal requirements should be so co-
ordinated with the Navy as to bring the requirements which are to be met 
by Army personnel and equipment within the directive of JCS 488 dated 
8 September 1943. The urgent necessity for rigidly screening requirements 
for technically trained p~rsonn~l, individuals or units, such as are in-
volved in formation of signal communication units, has been brought to 
your attention. Para. with regard to your " 6762 October 29, the avail-
ability of air force service units included therein will be as b y 
ourad 7770 November 4 to you indicated. 

09 2220 CmiTTNCH to CINCPAC info :MA.RCORPS CINCLA1~T SUPREME COMDR SOVVESPAC, COMSOPAC 
OOMNORPAC COD ARMY. 

9th Phib hereby dissolved. Modify MYDis 111902 August accordingly. 
Orders to RAdm Rockviell will be issued by Bupers. Members of his staff 
will be divided between 3rd Group 5thPhibFor and PhibTrainPac in accor-
dance your recommendation. Your serial 001430 November 2nd approved and 
copy furnished BuPers. 
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12 0321 CTG 50.3 to COMSOPAC info CINCPAC COMINCH CINCSOWESPAC TF COMS SOPAC etc. 

This is CTG 50.3 112151. Report of B Group attack on RABAUL shipping Nov. 
11. Aircraft on strike. ESSEX 29 VF, 19 VT, 28 VB. BtnlliER HILL 27 VF, 18 
VT, 23 VB. INDEPEUDENCE 15 VF, 9 VT. Aircraft arm,iri.g < VT torpedoes, VB 
1000 lb GP and SAP 1600 lb AP few 500 lb GP. Attack commenced 0905 completed 
0935 L (-11). Rain squall at harbor entrance. Enemy ships claimed sunk 
BUNKER HILL 1 CL or large DD and 2 DD's. Ships damaged ESSEX 1 CA believed 
MOGAMI 1 sure torpedo hit 2 probables. 2 other CA or large DD 1 torpedo 
hit each plus 1000 lb bomb on 2nd. 3 CL or large DD 1 torpedo hit each. 
BUNKER HILL 1 CL 3 DD. INDEPENDENCE torpedo hit 1 CA. Enemy aircraft shot 
down certain. ESSEX 13 Zekes, BUNKER HILL 6 Zekes. INDEPENDENCE 5 Zekes. 
No enemy aircraft destroyed on ground. Own losses operational BUNKER HILL 
1 VF, 3 VB, INDEPENDENCE 1 VF. Combat losses ESSEX 1 VF, 1 VB. BUNKER 
HILL 1 VF, 2 VT. INDEPENDENCE 2 VF. Personnel losses ESSEX 2 pilots 1 man 
BUNKER HILL 3 pilots 2 men. INDEPEUDEUCE 2 pilots. 0\m aircraft being laun-
ched for 2nd strike when Task Group was attacked by enemy aircraft. After 
raid beaten off time did not permit completing launch and sending in 2nd 
strike. Report of enemy attack in separate despatch. 

18 1938 l~~CORPS to 1st AJUAORED AMBHIB BN. Info COMINCH CINCPAC CG5thPHIBCORPS etc. 

Ref CinCPOA dis 180025 not to all addressees. Effective 20 November 1st 
Armored Amphibian Battalion is attached to 4th Marine Division to permit 
combined training for early operations. 

20 1115 CINCPAC to CGCENTPAC COMCENTPACFOR COM5thPHIBFOR CG5thPHIBCORPS. 

27th Div less elements employed in GALVANIC hereby directed revert to 
command of ComGenCentPac until further orders. 

21 2225 CINCPAC to COMCENPACFOR info COJvUNCH CTF 50. 

Reaction ~y enemy to GALVANIC clearly indicates opposition by submarines 
and by air attack from ~~SHALLS or NAURU. Use of surface craft unlikely. 
In the circumstances operating area for carrier groups prescribed in 
Pownall's order are too restrictive. If carriers continue too long in such 
narrow confines they become subjected to progressively greater torpedo 
hazard. Take corrective action to insure them greater freedom of movement, 
consistent with their mission. 

22 0630 COMCENPACFOR to ALL TF COMS GALVANIC info CINCPAC. 

Action addees extend or shift their present operating areas to afford maxi-
mum practicable protection from enemy air and submarine attacks. CinCPac 
212225. This will be done with minimum interference with assigned missions. 
Task Groups of Task Force 50 operating against ~~SHALLS or in support of 
MAKIN remain north of latitude 2 degrees north. Those in support TARAWA 
south of 2 degrees North. During darkness keep clear of areas in which 
other Task Forces or Groups are known to be operating or moving. CTF 52 and 
53 advise carrier task group comdrs of their night operating areas. 
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05 0248 CINCPAC to COMGENCENTPAC COMCENPACFOR COM5THPHIBFOR COM5THPHIBCORPS. 

Elements 27 division and attached troops employed GALVANIC that have 
returned to }~WAII hereby directed revert to command of ComGenCentPac 
until further orders. Others returning similarly revert on arrival HAWAII. 

07 0450 CINCPAC to CQ\1INCR Info CINCLANT, CO!v1SUBFORPAC, COTCPAC, COTCLANT, 
COMSUBFORLANT. 

Recommend no further S class submarines be withdrawn from combat duty 
with SubRon 45 prior June 1944. UrDis 031837. Believe Northern Patrol 
should be maintained during winter and sprinr, to attack targets in 
vicinity PARAMUSHIRO and fishing industry along coasts KAMCHATKA as ice 
conditions permit and. to force enemy to maintain anti submarine activities. 
Also desire continue base these submarines A~TU and DUTCH in order 
complete development repair facilities there. Submarines available in 
TF 17 are insufficient to rep lace S class' in ALEUTIANS without handicapping 
covera~e of more profitable areas and cooperation with projected surface 
operations. By Ju..ne hope to base Tender on ATTU and operate fleet 
submarines from there in same manner as from HIDWAY. Suggest possibility 
of using French and Italian submarines for ASW training purposes thus 
releasing U.S. Subs to sub school. Present distribution PacFleet S Boats. 
2 in South Pacific. 2 at PEARL. 8 with COTCPac. 6 available for 
combat patrols. 

09 0322 CINCPAC to COM 7TH FLEET Info CTF 71, CTF 72, COl~IlJCH, COHSUBPAC. 

To expedite arrival of new submarines in southwest propose to send all 
submarines of Squadron 18 and Division 121 direct from PEARL to south-
west operational areas. If you agree also propose reco~~end to ca~INCH 
sending remaining 4 submarines of SubRon 18 now on east coast direct to 
AUSTRALIA from PANAMA instead of via PEARL where they were schedule for 
about 3 weeks traininG• These last mentioned subs have had only basic 
training. If above plan carried out, there will be 30 submarines in 
your operational areas by January 13, 1944 counting 7 remaining subs in 
squadron 8 which it is desired be exchanged with 4 subs of Division 121 
and 3 of SubRon 18 as they arrive. Replacement for CORVHTA if required 
will leave PEARL for your areas in latter part December. Request connent .. 

08 2150 COMTNCH to CINCPOA, COUUAVEU, CQ1..1!J"A.VEA.R info COHSOPAC, COM7TH FLT, 
cor.r-ToRsEAFRON, co1JI 4TH FLT, oPD us .At?Yr:r:-
By agreement between, state war and Navy Departments no release of control 
or abandonment shall he made of any important naval airfield outside US 
Continental limits, territories or rossessions, constructed in whole or 
part by US funds, but no longer of imnediate naval or militn.ry use, without 
reference to and approval by Na~J Department. buch action necessary to 
protect national interests. Important air fields Are those which by reason 
of facilities, location or suital:ility for postwar purposes are of particnlar 
significance.. '.::'erniJorary combat :'ields not of above characteristics are r'ot 
included.. War Dep'?rtment has issued sirnilar directive regarding Army airfields 
Trlis is ConinCh and ClJO Uumber 7 .. 
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10 2338 CINCPAC to COMCENTPAC. COM5thPHIBFOR COM5thPHIBCORPS COMGEN 22nd MARINES (REINF) 

22nd Marine Re gi ment wi t h at tached uni ts hereby as signed to 5thPhibCorps. 

11 0259 CINCPOA to COMGENCENTPAC Info COMCENPAC COM5thPHIBFOR COM5thPHIBCORPS. 

Pl ease ass i gn 7t h Divis i on with attached units also 1 Regimental Combat 
Team from 27th Divi s ion with attached units to operational control of 
Com5thPhibCorps effective immediate l y . 

16 1300 COMINCH and CNO to CINCLANT~ CINCPAC Info COMDESPAC, COMDESLANT. 

Transfer to Pacific of Atlantic destroyers in addition to those ordered 
by Mydis 062351 not comtemplated in immediate future. 

14 2055 COlliNCH & CNO to CINCLANT CINCPAC COMSOVVESPACFOR ALL SEAFRON COMS ~ COMNAVNAW. 

In event use of gas by enemy is suspected (A) make immediate despatch report 
addressed for action to entire· chain of command (B) Conduct immediate investi-
gation on spot by qualified personnel (C) Make amplifying report confirmed 
or not confirmed (D) No not retaliate with gas until authorized by CominCh 
and CNO. Para. Use of toxic gas will not be initiated by any United States 
commander. Undertake instruction and training to insure that retaliation if 
authorized will be effective. In precaution against initiating use of gas 
under stress offensive materials are to be kept in ready reserve but not 
issued to combatant units. BuOrd will keep addressees advised regarding 
availability of materials. This is restatement CominCh policy and instruc-
tions on this subject and is CominCh & CNO Number 8. 

14 2057 COMINCH & CNO to CINCLANT CINCPAC COMSOWESPACFOR~ ALL SEAFRON COMS, etc. 

On 9 July 194~the US Joint Chiefs of Staff directed as follows: "Sub-para 
A. It is a function of Commanders exercising unity of command to coordinate 
reports concerning combat operations of own or enemw forces. 
B. Originators will make all such reports to the Commander exercising unity 
of command for coordination comment when appropriate and prompt retransmission 
as indicated belaw: 
Sub-para Bl. When the officer exercising unity of command is a member of 
the service other than that of the originator of the report the report after 
application of the principles stated above will be retransmitted to the head 
of the service of the originator, that is, the Chief of Staff US Armf, or 
the Commander in Chief~ US Fleet. 
Sub-para B2. If the originator is a member of the same service as the 
officer exercising unity of command the reports will be treated as required 
by the practice of that service. 
c. Originators of reports whether in Army or Navy service who are not under 
the jurisdiction of the Commander exercising unity of omamand in the sphere 
of activity concerned will by the most direct means available render reports 
of own or enemy operations to the commander responsible for taking action." _ 
This is ConinCh & CNO Number 10. 
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18 2138 CNO to AMCON VLADIVOSTOK info ALUSNA MOSCOW, CINCPAC COMNORPAC. 

Infor.m Red Fleet. Imperative they advise US as soon as possible (A) 
Identification markings on fishing vessels both on hull and deck (B) 
whether they will fly merchant flag other identification hoists or lights 
also, that they advise whenever their fishing vessels leave territorial 
waters, including territorial waters bordering KOMMANDORSKI ISLANDSe Also, 
definite boundaries or fi~hing areas. Soviet vessels east and west bound 
from prescribed fishing areas preferably, should remain close to KAMCHATKA 
coast and then if practicable, proceed along 55th parallel to and from 
KOMMANDORSKI ISLANDS. Infor.m Soviets indentification markings or displays 
are of primary importance and that US forces will assume to be enemy any 
ships not showing identification markings or displ~ys which will be agreed 
upon. 

21 0221 CINCPOA to COMGENCENTPAC, FLAG OFFICERS PACFLT Info CINCSOWESPAC, CCIJI7THFLT, cw 14. 

FLIITLOCK DOG DAY set at 31 January West Longitude. 

14 2059 COMINCH CNO to COMPASEAFRON CINCPAC CINCLANT CESF COMCARIBSEAFRON 
COMGULFSEAFRON COMWESSEAFRON COMNOIDVESSEAFRON COMSOWESPAC info COMUAVNAW 
COMNAVEU. 

Commanders vested with unity of command will not permanently transfer units 
of service to which he does not belong from assigned stations or sub-divisions 
of his command without authority from War or Navy Department as indicated. 
This will not be interpreted to restrict in any way the authority of such 
commander to make temporary movements of mobile forces of either service 
required in execution of operations to meet a special situation. This is 
CominCh and CNO numher 9. It is a reissue of a despatch from Chief of Staff, 
Army and CominCh on 4 May 1942. 

21 2031 COMINCH to CTNCEF CINCMED FOCRAF COM 3RD FLT COMWESSEAFRON info ADMIRALTY 
COMNORSEAFRON BAD FRENCH NAVAL MISSION CCS CINCLANT NXNB COMPASEAFRON CINCPAC. 

On request of Chief of French Naval Mission one following reassignments of 
certain French ships ane authorized by CominCh as executive agent CCS with 
concurrence of bad. Sub-para. 
A. CHEVREUIL assigned FOCRAF as replacement for LA GRANDIERE. ComWesSeaFron 
sail her when ready about 1 January to DAKAR via CANAL ZONE and NORFOLK. 
B. LA. GRANDIERE assigned 3rd Flt. CinCMed is requested sail ship for NOUMEA 
when ready about 1 February. 
C. SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA assigned temporary duty 3rd Flt until relieved by LA 
GRANDIERE. CinCTF is requested sail her to NOUMEA at earliest convenience. 
Vessels are available as escorts enroute. 

22 0041 ~ CINCPAC to COMINCH info COMSOPAC MARCORPS CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY. 

Plan disposition of units Urdis 112050 as follows: To Central Pacific for 
employment all Marine air units and 5th, 7th and 17th· Defense Battalions also 
Army air and air service units now temporarily based in ELLICES. Army ground 
units to be made available for SoPac operationse 
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21 2144 CCMINCH to CINCPAC info CINCLAN'r CCMAIRPAC COM 13 COMAIRLANT 
COMFAIRWESTCOAST 

J 

Assignments following CVE changed from LantFleet to P.acFleet 74 
NEHENTA BAY 76 KABASHAN BAY 78 SAVO ISLAND 81 RUDYERD BAY 83 SARGENT 
BAY. Report CompRons now scheduled for CVE 65, 67, 69 and 72 so that 
complements other LantFleet type CompRons now on West Coast can be 
changed to Pac Fleet type. 

22 2141 CINCPAC to CO~~IRCENPAC info CCMCENTPAC CCM 5TH PHIBFOR 

My 050219 and 150327. Mine only WOTJE MALOELAP JALUIT MILLE at earliest 
practicable date. Plans left ·by air 21 December. 

23 2310 Al~CON VLADIVOSTOK to CNO Info CINCPAC, COMNORPAC, MOSCOW. 

CllO's 182138. Soviets advise impossible inform when ever fishing vessels 
leave territorial waters or define any limit fishing areas. State in-
cident involving SS TAIGOROS occurred in USSR territorial waters therefore 
those limits could not be observed. They suggest fishing craft which 
includes whalers crab mother ships and other RGE ships engaged in fishing 
as well as the smaller craft be permitted operate anywhere in BERING 
SEA north of the 55th (preferable) or 56th parallel provided they carry 
appropriate identification markings which identification will be provided 
and displayed upon mutual agreement above question. They further desire 
info to within what distance fishing vessels will be allowed approach 
ALEUTIAN ISLAND Group. 

23 2351 CTF 57 To CINCPAC, COMCENPAC Info COMSOPAC, COMAIRSOPAC. 

Progress summary. TARAWA as of 231633 GCT Helen tank farm 27%. Hawkins 
6000 by 300 complete. West taxtway surface 65%. Mullinix surfaces 4000 

., ~."! . by 150. 2100 by 150 additional partly finished. 21 hard stands done. 
Buildings 63%. Causeway almost done. APAmAMA as of 220967 GCT 100 bed 
hospital 50%. Chare 6000 feet but neap tides have slowed coral surfacing. 
Bomber strip 55%. Taxiways 35. Hardstands 10. Jetties 40. Camps 10. 
MAKIN as of 230600 GCT ground defenses 80%. Communications 75. Bomber 
strip and taxiway 69. 

25 0329 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. CNO. 

AmCon VLAD 213310 (232310 ?). Recommend areas operation Russian fishing 
vessels as follows. North of Lat. 55 and West Long. 175 West. South of 
Lat. 55 and West International Boundry line. Vfuile no difficulties 
previously experienced, because Russian fishing operations have not been 
conducted herein, consider Russian fishing vessels should not operate East 
Long. 175 West when North of Lat. 55 1 in order avoid any complications. 
New subject. My 180005. Repeat that proper and positive identification 
primary ~portanoe and areas lesser importance provided proper identifica-
tion assured and that any type craft not showing proper identification 
will be presumed enemy. 

175 9 



~----­

December (GCT) 

21 1610 COMT~JCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. 

This is CominCh & CNO Number 11 and a reissue of 141928 November 1942. Ad-
dressees will deliver this despatch to Army and Na~J Commanders as necessary. 
Army and Navy air organizations assigned to the Central and South Pacific 
areas and Navy air organizations assigned to North Pacific are subject to 
deployment and redistribution by CinCPac at his discretion. JCS confidential 
despatch 041819 of May 1942 which was reissued as CominCh & CNO Number 9 iA 
modified accordingly. The purpose of authorizing CinCPac to dispose all Army 
and Navy air o~ganizations in the Central and South Pacific areas at his dis-
cretion is to allow the Commander on the spot entire freedom in the disposition 
of available forces for the defense of positions for which he is responsible. 
Redistributions under this authority are limited to the forces allotted by the 
War ' an.d Navy Departments and therefore will not be ordered on the basis of 
creating requirements for additional units. Necessary delegation to ComSoPac 
of aforementioned authority is authorized. Any redistribution of air organi-
zations made or planned should be reported to the War or Navy Department as 
appropriate for information and logistic purposes. War and Navy Departments 
will keep CinCPac informed of planned replacements and allocations of aircraft 
and personnel to whole Pacific Ocean Areas so that aircraft and personnel 
when in all respects ready for delivery can be loaded or flown to destination 
desired by CinCPac. A similar procedure will be followed in regard to .Air 
organizations made available by War or Navy Department. 

28 0735 CTF 57 to CINCPAC COMCENPAC Info COMSOPAC COMAIRSOPAC. 

Progress summary. TARAWA :MULLINIX bomber str'ip surfaced 6100 by 150. 27 
hard st8.!lds built. Bomber taxiway surfaced 400 by 60 and fine grading 50 
percent. Fighter strip rough grading 80 percent. HAWKINS tank far.m 40. 
Buildings 65. Causeway 85. APAMAMA bomber strip 65 percent. Taxiways 45. 
Hardstands 20. Screened galleys 70. MAKIN ground defenses 80 percent. 
Bomber strip and taxiway 75. Communications 80. 

29 0750 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info COMAIRPAC. 

Following from my representative Captain Johnson CEC USN. Quote. ~~KIN 
runway 4,000 feet by 150 feet MARSTON mat surface essentially completed and 
in use. Shoulders each side 150 feet wide to tree line clearance in pro-
gress. Both shoulders completely graded for length of mat surface. South 
shoulder completely paved with 6 inch depth coral. North shoulder about 50% 
paved. Runway extension 2,900 feet to total 7,000 foot length be constructed 
as coral surface due lack available mat. This extension graded and coral 
surface started. Required hardstands, revetments and taxiways progressing 
very favorably. Runway construction below usual Navy standards. Marston 
mat laid on sand without coral foundation and has numerous transverse waves 
in surface. Shoulders have 6 inch compacted coral full width and are intended 
as taxiways along runway. Our standards would require 10 inch coral under 
mat and on shoulders. Time will not permit reconstruction to these standards 
with available force s.nd equipment. Observation on 2 days landing and take 
off many fighters and ~ B24 indicates that field will be satisfactory for 
fiehters and will probably stand up for medium bombers provided heavy rains 
not encountered. Considerable maintenance and repair should be anticipated 
during long sustained operations. Recommend ! construction 2,900 foot ex-
tension 10 inch thick compacted coral surface, ~ repair waves in mat surface 
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29 0750 CTF 57 to CINCPOA Info COMAIRPAC. 

as practicable, C increase thickness shoulders now constructed and in progress 
to 10 inch coral,-n provide ample repai~ and maintenance force for runways 
after completion and during operations. Unquote. Request you advise shipping 
data additional one million square feet marston mat authorized for MAKIN. 
Have arranged plans for basing heavy bombers so as to avoid use of MAKIN as 
much as possible. Recommend instructions be issued to comply with Captain 
Johnson's recommendations. 
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01 2123 COMIHCH to ALUSNOB CIIUNGKING, CINCP.AC, COMSOWESPAC Info 
CHIEF OF STAFF AITh'IY, VICE CNO CQM?thFI..EET COMSOPAC. 

HiCom. handle as utmost secret. Chief of-Staff Army advises 
that ComGen US Army forces CHINA, BUIDJIA, INDIA plans for . 
14th Air Force limited mining operations on ASIATIC Coast 
to force Jap mine sweeping and push some Jap shipping now 
using continental shelf to go out where our submarines can 
destroy it. Further that in foregoing close liaison will 
be maintained with Captain M. E. Miles ALUSNOB CHUNGKING 
previously determined to be acceptable to CinCPac and Com 
7th Fleet. Accordingly Captain Miles hereby assigned ad-
ditional duty as Navy liaison officer with Army for mining 
operations on coasts of CHINA and INDO CHINA. Radio HOCffi"fAN 
is operated by ALUSNOB CHUNGKING and should be normal channel 
for mining traffic between CHINA and Fleets. 2 Technical 
officers for mining are being assigned 14th Air Force accord-
ance Army reauest. 

02 1437 C01IINCH to CINCPAC. 

I 

HiCom. For Admiral Nimitz only. Expansion of operations in 
Pacific will involve large increase of Army ground and air 
attack units, garrison forces, as well as increase Naval 
units, particularly in Central Pacific area. This ever 
widening scale and area of Joint activities will necessitate 
overall coordination by Commander in Chief Pacific Ocean . 
Areas as distinguished from the purely NavOp functions of 
Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet. The overall functions 
will apply of course both to coordination of the 3 areas and 
to coordination of the activities of the two services. 
Desire your consideration and comment on establishing 
differentiation between staff work done for you as Commander 
in Chief Pacific Ocean Areas and that of Commander in Chief 
Pacific Fleet and further the relationship between the over-
all command and aporopriate Army and Navy commands in the 
three areas, North, Central and South Pacific. 

02 2300 COM 3rd FLT to CTF 31 Info CG SOPAq_, CG FMAC, CINCSOWESPAC** 
CINCPAC, ALL TFC SOPAC. 

This is most secret. With reference to my 020050 a delay 
of one day in all plans therein plus JYIDNDA POINT Landing 
on DOG plus ten day herewith approved. 

03 0021 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 

Most Secret for Adm King only. Outline plan information 
comment and recommendation required by ur 152220 and 241301 
will be delivered to you on 4 July ·by my planners Captains 
Steele and Sherman who are empowered to confer with your 
staff. 
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03 0151 CO:MNORPAC to CTF 51 Info GC ATF 9, COMPHIBCORPAC, GC WDC 
{ CINCPAC. 

Your 301941. DeWitts 012050 (CS 0701). HiCom. Letter and 
spirit of CominCh 1 1831 govern FIREARM operation. I am 
proceeding on basis of present target date which will be de~ 
layed only as may be absolutely necessary. Special features 
of tactical problem, the complicated staging and operational 
control of large numbers of transports and landing craft in 
the coming operation require thorough indoctrination and 
understanding of all commanders concerned. Early arrival 
PORRIDGE of commanders and staffs is extremely important. 
Their arrival should not be dependent upon completion date 
PE~lSYLVANIA. Quarters and office space have been construc-
ted and are available ashore. Late arrival of 87th appears 
to be only factor in present schedule which may force delay 
of operation. Question. Can departure date 87th be ad-
vanced? 

03 1755 CG WDC to CINCPAC. 

Concur in your 282315 from DeWitt for approval of overall 
plan as changed by you. This is classified security, CS 
0702. 

04 2013 CINC~)AC to COlviNORPAC info CG WDC. 

HiCom. CinCPac and CG 7IDC approve ComNorPac Serial 0443 
with addition to para 7 of "Task Group 16.8 will revert to 
Army command when Commanding General reports that status of 
occuuation of FIREARM warrants this change and when so 
directed by ComNorPac~ 

04 1851 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

Your 032317 letter enroute by regular courier should reach 
you in a few days. Salient features were in my 231437. 
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05 2047 CINCPAC to C01lliORPAC. 

HiCom for Adm Kinkaid only. Our most ultra info indicates 
Nips shuttling air strength from North Kuriles to RABAUL 
purpose hit MUNDA RENDOVA. Is it within your capabilities 
to air strike PARAMUSHIRO in order to discourage Jap move. 

06 0350 CONINORPAC to CINCPAC. 

HiCom for CinCPac only in reply his 052047. Air strike 
PARAMUSHIRO within capabilities of types as follows. B-24 
with boinb bay tank taking off from AMCHITKA or ADAK, B-25 
with bomb bay tank from AT'l,U and PBY from ATTU or AiviCHITKA. 
Latter to be over target at night. Governing factor is 
terminal weather all types. AMCHITKA has not been usable 
due fog large proportion time for some weeks past. Flight 
plans for all 3 types being set up, including flying 9 B-25's 
to ATTU as soon as weather permits. Weather permitting can 
send 4 Liberators departing ADAK 4 hours W (flO) tomorrow 
6 July. Request instructions immediately. 

06 0655 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC. 

HiCom for Adm Kinkaid. Your 060350 plan approved with dates 
your discretion. Include photos as practicable. 

07 0008 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC, COMAIRSOPAC. 

This is most secret. Anticipate following situation devel-
op±ng concerning fighter aircraft South Pacific. Present 
assigned fighter level TOENAILS 256. Daily Operational 191. 
Predicted level early August 125. Daily operational 75 to 
90. Data includes carrier aircraft from 3 ACV's presently 
assigned to ComAirSoPac for operational control. Withdraw-
als from TOENAILS must be started within 2 weeks covering 
a period of one month during which period Air Solomons in-
cluding RUSSELLS and NE.'W GEOHGIA must be reduced to normal 
level of one third fighter and carrier type planes in com-
bat zone. This level will only be capable of minimum day 
operations for defense and local ground support. With the 
above program effected the predicted level in early August 
will result in inability to maintain continuous fighter 
cover in strength and almost no shipping fighter cover. It 
is strongly urged in view above situation that a maximum of 
additional fighter strength be furnished this area as rapidly 
as possible. Any action you can take will strengthen our 
efforts to accomplish present and anticipated missions. 
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08 0441 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 

Present intention is sail ENTERPRISE about 14 July for 
!ITPS availability commencing 20th with completion 30 
October. Conforming your April 040941. This is HiCom. 

09 0502 COMSOPAC to C~l, CG N:KN GEORGIA Info CIHCPAC COM_AII?.SOPAC 
CG SOPAC, CG ~)TID DIVISI ON. 

This is lliCom • . Because of increasing size of forces involved 
a corps commander vvi th staff is being ordered by CG SoPac to 
assume command of all ground forces in the NEW GEORGIA Group. 
After the corps conmtander has arrived in the area he will an-
nounce to these headquarters and to CTF el and CG SoPac when h 
he is prepared to assume command o.f land operations. On 
orders of ComGoPac all ground forces, including naval units 
attached to the forces of occupation will pass from the com-
mand of CTF 31 to the corps commander who will assume the 
title of ComGen NEVv GEORGIA. TaskJ:I,or 31 will continue in 
full sunport .of the operations. ComGen NE1d GEORGIA at appro-
priate time in .consultation with CTF :31 will prepare a plan 
for the capture of VILA. He will designate such of his for-
ces as are to narticinate therein and will recorrr1end a time 
when such forces should pass to command of CTF 31. At the 
discretion of ComGen NE"~;v GEORGIA and if consistent with the 
factors then involved ComSoPac vvould. like to have Gen. 
Hester, because of his demonstrated abilities, designated to 
command the VILA attack land forces. 

09 0455 COMAIRPAC to CI:rJCPAC. 

HiCom. Squadrons in December. Early augmentation of Navy 
squadrons can only be accomplished by drawing from CV re-
placement g roups, CVE groups now under training, or modify-
ing plans regarding employment Breton Para Accepting Com-
SoPac predictions as reasonably accurate, recommend as first 
measure Breton embark its squadron plus best trained fighter 
component another CVE squadron and spare planes to capacity 
then proceed SoPac, discharg e and return. Second measure 
dispatch to CominCh requesting units Marine Air 'Wing 3 be 
made available to Pacific Fleet as rapidly as trained, with 
priority on fi ghter squadrons. Consider in view great in-
crease in scope land based air operations in SoPac alloca-
tion Army fi ghter squa drons that a r ea should be reconsidered 
by J.C. S . Commenting on your 071935 there are in SoPac area 
following number fi ghte rs s quadrons 10 Marine, 7 Army, 5 
Navy, 2 RNZAP. These fi gur e s i n clud e 2 Marine at Samoa, and 
3 Navy normally aboard SANGAMON clas s bu t exclude squadrons 
of SARATOGA , VICTORIOUS a nd rec ent ly arr i ved g roup 12, 
s che duled to r e lieve SARATOGA group . The number of Marine 
and Ar my squadrons mee t Joint Ch ief s· of St a ff directives. 
Na v y squadron s a re supplementa l . Adequa te number s of ai r -
c r a f t a r e in area to keep Na vy and Marine Squa dron s up t o 
full streng th . Information regarding spare Army and RNZAF 
aircraft is not available Para The expans i on of Marine 
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09 0455 COMAIRPAC to CINCPAC. (Continued) 

aviation ~ore rapidly than plans contemplated has resulted 
in critical shortage of pilots, which precludes any immed-
iate further expansion above current plans, which provide 
for replacing 2 SoPac squadrons in Augus~ 1 in September, 
2 in November, 2 plus 2 expansion. 

10 022? CINCPAC to COlviiNCH Info COMSOPAC, COMAIRPAC. 

HiCom for Admiral King only. Halsey expresses concern over 
reduced level of fighter strength (including shore based CV 
fighters) which he anticipates will exist beginning early 
August as result essential withdrawals for reorganization. 
Thereafter he believes he will be unable to maintain fighter 
cover in adequate strength over active positions and also 
over shipping during current and anticipated operations. 
Para. Central Pacific can provide little reenforcement ex-
cept by employing VF squadrons from carriers immobilizing 
them for planned operations. Para. Request you explore 
possibility of obtainin€~ more Army fighters to insure con-
tinued active progress Solomons campaign. 

10 0327 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC. 

HiCom for VAd Kinkaid only. I contemplated furnishing CVE 
equipped as NASSAU for. COTTAGE but need for more fighters 
has developed in SoPac which may require these aircraft. 
Desire comment. 

110421 COMSOPAC to CTF 31, C01\1AIRSOPAC, Info CINCPAC, CINC SOWESPAC, 
COMGEN SOPAC, COMGEN MARAMPHFOR. 

This is most secret. Our natural route of approach from 
MUNDA to BOUGAINVILLE lies south of GIZO and VELLA LAVELLA 
Islands. Give consideration to the practicability of the 
following plan: (A) After securing MUNDA-ENOGAI Inlet Area 
and ARUNDEL Island, interdict VILA airfield by artillery 
emplaced in the above localities. (B) Cut supply lines to 
WCE VII~ Area by this artillery and by surface craft prin-
cipally PT boats. (C) Bypass VILA Area and allow it to 
die on the vine. (D) Seize VELLA LAVELLA and establish 
fighter field thereon. Such a plan would depend to a large 
extent on the feasibility of establishing a fighter field 
on the southwest coast of VELIJA LAVELLA for the purpose of 
giving close fighter aircraft support to the south BOUGAI1J-
VILLE operation. When practicable nake aircraft reconnais-
sance of VELLA LAVELLA to the above end. Your comments and 
recormnendat1.ons requested. 
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11 2357 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 

HiCom for Admiral King reply your 021437 being airmailed~ 

12 0015 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC. 

This is HiCom. Kinkaid replies CinCPac 100327. Fighters 
available NorPacFor considered adequate for COTTAGE. While 
CVE could move about and search for areas clear of fog , the 
prospec t of operating fighters either from PREFECT to east- · 
wa rd of FELDSPAR to westward of FIREARM whenever condi tions 
at t arget are suitable, is sufficient to make a CVE unneces-
sary in the operation. 

13 2058 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC, COMAIRSOPAC, COMAIRPAC, etc. 

Most secret. Admiralty desires HMS VICTORIOUS return UKAY 
via East Coast. When operations permit but not later than 
1 August direct her proceed via PEARL and West Coast to 
MERCURY where report CinCLant for onward movement to HAMPTON 
ROADS. Use minimum 2 escorts. Authorized curtail shakedown 
LantFlt destroyers as necessary to escort to MERCURY. Ship 
to bring all Martlets but only 6 TBF planes to East Coast. 
Advise recommended disposition u.s. Naval personnel now em-
barked and estimated date arrival MERCURY. 

13 2137 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMSOWESPAC, COMINCH, CTF 72, COM-
SUBPAC. 

This is most secret. Area defined my 102337 available to 
you from -1600 GCT July 14th. 

14 0406 COM 3RD. FLEET to CINCPAC. 

In view damage to Ainsworth's rema1n1ng 3 cruisers as well 
as necessity regunning his 2 u. s . cruisers all requiring 
Navy Yard repairs, request cruiser reenforcement. This is 
most secret . Because of losses and battle damage to 
destroyers request earliest arrival destroyers with training 
period while enroute . 

15 0005 CINCPAC ~o COMSO~AC. 

NASHVILLE depar ts We s t Coast for SoPac about August 5th. 
Your 140406. Wi ll expedi t e departure DDs not escorts my 
130103 wher e pr act i cable. 
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14 1300 ADM KING to ADM NIMITZ Info ADM HALSEY, TO'NERS. 

HiCom for Admiral Nimitz from Admiral King Info Halsey and 
Towers. Am advised by Sherman that early return of ·person-
nel of carrier replacements groups 21 and 11 for rehabilita-
tion and re-equipment is essential for contemplated Central 
Pacific operations no movement of aircraft being involved. 
Your 100227. These units were not included in ~cs commit-
ments to SoPac which will be maintained. Your 122121 and 
ComAirPac 130258 seem to provide adequate reinforcement for 
near future. Withdrawal of fighters from active positions 
for reorganization in SoPac appears to be a matter within 
Halsey's control. I prefer not to request Army increase of 
allQcations above commitments until and unless situation 
requires. 

19 0821 COM 7TH FLT to COMINCH Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, MACARTiffiR. 

With forces committed in execution Phases 2 and 3 ELKTON 
PLAN destroyers normally assigned this fleet are inadequate 
to provide requisite protection for movement troops and 
vital supplies. Futhermore should enemy threaten to westward 
TORRES STRAIT at such time surfe.ces forces would not be 
available counter this move. Request 1 additional destroyer 
division be made available this fleet not later than 15 
August. Retention DesDiv 7 plus MUGFORD will meet require-
ments. 

19 2349 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMSOWESPAC CINCSOWESPAC. 

Handle this as most secret. Com 7th Fleet 190821. SOLOMONS 
naval actions and situation to date have required constant 
use of destroyers without relief. Strain· on destroyer per-
sonnel coupled with battle damage approaching critical stage. 
Jap cruiser and destroyer strength now centering in RABAUL 
dash BUIN area. Consider urgent that destroyers in referen-
ced dispatch be retu~ned SoPac now · 

20 0041 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info COMSUBPAC, CTF 72, COMSOWESPAC, 
CINCSOWESPAC. 

This is most secret. In view situation SOLOMONS consider 
most effective employment of submarines this command is now 
against supply and reenforcement to this area. Desire to 
cover routes south from TRUK and southeast from PELEWS 
employing a number of submarines in coordinated tactics 
along each route. Submarines this command have had some 
experience this type attack and are under training for same. 
Consider that 1 squadron of 12 submarines can effectively 
cover these routes employing Wolf Pac Tactics. Recommend 
that minimum of 12 submarines be assigned this command and 
that the desired employment be approved. 
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21 0119 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMSUBPAC, CTF 72, COMSOV\JESPAC. 

Most secret. No additional submarines can be allocated you 
by SubPac without withdrawal from more productive area. 
Your 200041. Wolfpack tactics considered suitable only 
against very large slow convoys which do not exist in Pa-
cific. SoWesPac is receiving 3 additional new subs within 
2 weeks. If additional operating areas desired south of 
PALAU TRUK line advise. 

20 2149 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCPAC OCEAN AREAS Info 
CINCSOWESPAC, COMSOPAC. 

I 

This is very super secret. This is Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Directive. Part 1 of 3 parts of 20 2204. Tasks: Originate 
and train forces for amohibious operations in the ELLICE 
and GILBERT ~roups and against NAURU.B. Occupy such islands 
and develop airfields and facilities thereon as required 
to support the operations required by C below. C. Capture 
occupy, defend, and develop bases in the Gilbert Group 
and NAURU. D. Undertake the preparation of outline plans 
for follow up operations to capture, occupy, defend, and 
develop bases in the MARSHALLS about 1 January, 1944, to 
be submitted, together with a detailed estimate of forces 
required, to the Joint Chiefs of Staff before 1 September, 
1943. End of Part 1. 

20 2157 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to CINCPAC OCEAN AREAS Info 
CINCSOWES~AC, COMSOPAC. 

/ 

Extra secret. Part 2 of 20 2204. 2. Pu~poses: To support 
the operations in the South-Southwest "'acific and BURMA 
area by extending the pressure on the Japanese~ To improve 
the security of the lines . of com.municati·on. To prepare 
to gain comtrol of the MARSHALLS. To inflict losses on 
the enemy • Concept of operations: That combat operations 
for capture of defended bases will be mounted at FIJI or 
PEARL and that separate objectives will be seized by 
~imultaneous attacks. Forces Available: A. Surface Forces, 
lacific Fleet (tentative lestimated requirements 5 BB, 70BB, 
6 CV, 4 CVL, 7 CVE, 8 CA, 4 ct, 66 DD) ;· 18 APA, 9 AKA, and 
9 AP and other amphibious craft assigned to Central ~acific. 
B. Air Forces: Pacific Fleet ' Naval Aircraft exclusive of 
those assigned for employment in South ans Southwest ~acific 
areas, plus such units of the 7th Air Force as can be made 
available from the tl.awai1.an .J..Jepartment, plus 1 Army heavy 
bomb group and 1 Army me :J ium Bomb group (including 2 
squadrons heavy and 2 squadrons medium withdrawn from 11th 
Air Force) will be available for these operations. end of 2. 

20 2204 Extra highly secret. ~art 3 of 20 2204. C Amphibious 
and Ground troops: 2nd Marine Division, and 1 Army Division 
to be designated later, 3 Marine Defense Battalions now in 

'\) Samoa (To be relievedbyArmyTroops), 3Army Aviation 
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20 2204 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF (Cont'd) 

J 

Engineer or Construction Battalions and 1 Post Battalion 
5. Command as specified by Commander in Chief, Pacific 
Ocean Areas. 6. Target Date for Task C above, 15 November, . 
1943, is contingent upon the feasibility of withdrawing 
certain Naval Forces from the North and South Pacific and 
assault shipping from the North Pacific, which will be 
determined by the Joint Chiefs of Staff as early as practic-
able. 7. In preparing Plans for both operations, assu¢e 
continuance of currently planned CARTWHEEL operations in 
South and Southwest Pacific and the Post-CARTWHEEL operations 
will be initiated about February, 1944 for the capture of · 
WEWAK., MANUS and KAVIENG. 

22 2112 CO:M.AIRPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. 

HiCom. Readiness for planned Central Pacific operations 
will Dequire immediate return of 1 carrier replacement group 
early return of the other and also adherence to schedules for 
rotation of Marine squadrons which are designed to maintain 
numbers allocated by the JCS but not to increase them. Your 
220359 while I believe ComSoPac now needs and would make 
effectmve use of more squadrons than this will leave with 
him delays in return of squadrons from his area will inevit-
ably incur corresponding delays in preparations for operations 
elsewhere. 

22 2230 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. 

HiCom. In view threat to our advanced position in SOLOMONS 
request WASHINGTON be sent to me prior release INDIANA. Your 
220009. Speed and firepower this type of battleship consider-
ed necessary SOPAC area until we can be reasonably certain of 
stopping Jap reenforcement efforts NEW GEORGIA. 

23 0400 COM 3RD FLEET to CINCPAC. 

This is most secret. Present intention reorganize SoPac 
task forces on August 1st as follow: TF 14 Rear Admiral 
Sherman SARATOGA MASSACHUSETTS NORTH CAROLINA SAN JUAN SAN 
DIEGO DesRon 6 DesDiv 15 based at HAVANNAH. TF 19 Rear Ad-
miral Merrill CruDiv 12 DesRon 23. TF 11 Rear Admiral Hill 
N~HYLAND COLORADO CVE's DesHon 12 SELFRIDGE PATTERSON RALPH 
TALBOT. TF 11 and 19 base at ESPIRITU. Forces directly 
under Com 3rd Fleet designated TF 34. TG 34.1 DesHon 21 
and Task Group 34.2 DesHon 22 alternate between SOLOMONS 
Area and ESPIRITU. TG 34.3 SAMPSON WARRINGTON 6 DE on re-
porting and TG 34.4 consisting 4 DM's and 4 large AM's as-
signed as escorts. Propose assign ComSeronSoPac designation 
TF 36. Approval requested. 
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23 2131 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH. 

HiCom. Sail INDIANA as directed my 220009. Consideration 
being given to your request for WASHINGTON. Your 222230. 
Before reaching decision desire further information how you 
propose use new BB's to prevent enemy reenforcement reach-
ing NEW GEORGIA. Indications received here are that Japs 
will not use heavy combatant ships to support movement of 
reenforcements into contested area. 

24 1558 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

Super secret. High Command Agenda for next conference. 

1. Command and Staff Organ~zation. 
2. Central Pacific Operations, Logistics and forces to be 

employed. 
3. Amphibious Organization~ Troops and Training -
4. North Pacific; present plans; post-COTTAGE strategy and 

organization. ~ 
5. Extent of development ADAK, ATTU, KIS¥~. 
6. Burma requirements from Pacific Fleet. 
7. Submarine warfare .• · , 
8. Anti submarine warfare~ 
9. Plans to ·reduce ship complements particularly carrier 

squadrons. 
10. Flag officer assignments. 
11. Transportation of enlisted personnel from We~t Coast 

to forward areas. 
12. Distribution of destroyers.~ 

Request copy of such CinCPac plans as may be ready. 

25 2007 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC. 

HiCom for VAdm Kinkaid only. Current directives from higher 
authority do not envisage large scale operations against 
HYPOCRITE from PHAETON after COTTAGE. Your opinion desired 
by dispatch on kind and scope operations profitable there-
after with estimat'e number and types forces required. Base 
reply on 3 assumptions. (A) Operations essential to insure 
positive security whole PHAETON Area. (B) Diversions and 
attrition against HYPOCRITE from Aleutian bases. ~C) Op-
erations limited only by capacity same bases against HYPO-
CRITE. Para. This is brief myser 00117 in mail. 
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WASHINGTON DC 
'587 - 21st lmmediat ly following C~RTNHEEL most feasible operations now appear to be the isolation of RABAUL by th seizure of KAVIENG and MANUS ISLAND and an operation to capture WEWAK paren 
To acArthur sisned Marshall Information co;eies to Richardson to p sN to Nimitz cma Harmon to pass to II81sey parenfor timing refer 

avy me'S'Sige nwjber twonaught two two naught. four (202204) 
d ted t enty July. If you concur in this conception cma outline 
plans to oover ~ these operations together ith a detailed est~ate 
of toroes req1ired cma including Naval Forces cma are desired before 
one September for Joint Chiefs ot Staff to consider. 

SECRET - PRIORITY 
A" TO 260210 

BRlCIBANE AUSTrtALIA 
j6~2 26th Story following he.s been sent pa.ren Richardson pass to lm tz Harmon pass to Halsey for Information paren 1"o Genei.·ai Mar• shall !n reply paren Xray Charlie Five· Four Four Nine To 0 mGenSoPao 
and CG Hawaii from MacArthur paren His Five Nine Seven Two Twenty 
First quote Suggestion contained in your Five Nine Seven Two TWenty 
First contemplating capt re ot rm·~AK prior to RABAUL ou~d involve 
hazards rendering success doubtful stop Our plans tor operations 
along North Coast of :~ GUINEA do not repeat not oomtem.plate original 
amphibious move directly against ~~WAK because of its heavy garrison 
and other difficulties but rather ita initial isolation by capture 
of the comparatively lightly held . looali ty west ot -6ffi\?AK and the 
advanae ot our bomber line resulting from CAR HEEL stop outline of 
this plan a d estimate of forces will be forwarded to you shortly 
stop This operation is certain to be onposed by hostile Naval elements 
in full :eoroe and consequently must be su ported by our major fleet 
units stop these are now based at ESPIRITU SANTO a.nd NOu1111~A oma too 
remote from the scene of action ·to pernti t of necessary support stop 
An ade uate for111ard naval base must be provided which can not rpt 
not be· met in rm GUI :..A because hazards of VI "Il\..1: STRAIT \Jould 
force major ele ants to sorti from SOJ .. OMO! s ~A by route eastward 
of ~. RITAIN thus involving excessive distances stop ·From point ot view of physical characteristics and strategic location RABAUL 

- is the only locality ~hich lends itself to the development or such 
a base and in consequence its captur is a prerequisit to a move 
in force along the North Coast of NEW GUINEA stop It will also 
provide the facilities neoes~ary for fleet suo ort for subsequent 
operations 
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25 1735 COMINCH to CINCLANT Info CINCPAC. 

This is sealed. \Vhen ready earliest practicable dates 
after arrival US direct SOUTH DAKOTA ALABAMA and COMCRUDIV 
13 in BIRMINGHAM proceed CANAL ZONE report CinCPac for 
duty. Advise estimated dates arrival CANAL ZONE • 

....... 
27 0455 CINCPAC ¥.f! COMSOPAC In~o COMINCH, CG SAl~OA. 

HiCom. To execute Task B of JCS 202204 (Not addressed to CG 
SAMOA) I intend to occupy, defend, and construct air fields 
for bombers and fighters on NUKUFETAU and NANOMEA. Target 
Date completion this operation 15 October 1943. Para. 
Purpose is to support further moves toward MARSHALLS. Para. 
CG SAMOA will have direct command of operations under CinCPao 
to ·permit you to devote your entire time and effort to CART-
WHEEL but I desire that you support ELLICE ISLAND operation 
in every way practicable without prejudice to CARTWITEEL • 

. Para. Present foroes in SM~OAN-ELLICE ISLANDS will be moved 
only as directed by CinCPac. Current plan is to employ 7th 
Defense Battalion now at UPOLO, 2nd Airdrome Battalion now 
at PEARL and SAMOA!'! aircraft reinforced .from HAWAII for de-
fense at NUKUFETAU and NANOMEA and 2nd CB now in SAMOA re-
inforced and reequipped from PEARL plus 16th CB now at PEARL 
for airfield construction. Expect troops and SeaBees from 

-~ PEARL will arrive SAMOAN-ELLICE areaabout 22 August. Para. 
Except for temporary loa.n 2 LST and 6 J.~CT to be subject of 
later dispatch and assistance in moving 2nd MarDiv to NANDI 
do not expect any other withdrawal of ships from you. 
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27 2310 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

HiCom utmost secret. Early decision needed on your 
plans for use of 6 APA 2 AKA East Coast to Pacific 
destination my 241237. Several proposals are at 
hand 

(A) Army can use half lift and cargo East Coast to 
Pearl. Marines can fill part with 3000 officers and 
men 4th Marine Division East Coast to San Diego. 

(B) Army can use all troop lift and cargo East 
Coast to South Pacific. 

, (C) Use all for troop lift and cargo East to West 
Coast then lift capacity of 6th Army Division West 
Coast to Pearl • 6th Army Division is scheduled to 
relieve 27th Army Division which is tentatively 1 
designated in Cominch 202204. 

{D) Lift 2nd Marine Division replacements West Coast 
to training and mounting area if required. Request 
your recommendation and plan 

28 1941 CINCPAC to C.G SAMOA Info COMINCH, COMSOPAC, COMSOWESPAC. 

This is very supe~ret. ~his is CinCPac directive 
to ComGen Samoa tasks (~) pccupy and defend NUKUFETAU 
and NANOMEA in ELLICE IS~NDS at earliest practicable 
date • (B) Construct rt each island airfield for 
fighters and heavy b ers. Para. Purpose. To sup-
port further moves oward MARSH,ALLS. Para. Forces. 
7th Defense Batt ion, 2nd AirdNpme Battalion, 2nd 
and 16th Constr- ction Battalions, Samoan aircraft 
reinforced, s rface forces as ass~ned by CinCPac. 
Para. Targe date for completion of.. airfields and 
defenses~ October 1943 

28 2135 CINCPAC to COMINCH 

HiCom. Your 272310. Recommend maximum troop lift and 
cargo East Coast to West Coast incluidng 4th MarDiv 
that move. Then 1ift 6th ~rmy Division West Coast 
to Pearl. Subsequent employment to be decided later. 
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28 1941 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 

HiCom. Your 272310. Recommend maximmtbJroop lift and 
cargo East Coast to West Coast i~ll\ i . . 4th Mardiv that 
move. Then lift 6th Army Divisi ·w Coast to Pearl. 
Subsequent employment to be deci lat r. 

28 1941 CINCPAC to CG SAMOA Info COMINCH, COMSOPAC, COMSOWESPAC. 

This is very super secret. This is CinCPac directive to 
ComGen Samoa tasks (A) occupy and defend NUKUFETAU and 
NANOMEA in ELLICE ISLANDS a t~l e t practicable date. 
(B) Construct on each island i e d for fighters and 
heavy bombers. Para. Purpo e support further moves 
toward MARSHALLS. Para. Fo c • th Defense Battalion, 
2nd Airdrome Battalion, 2nd and 16th Construction Battal-
ions, Samoan aircraft reinforced, surface forces as assign-
ed by CinCPac. Para. Target date for completion of air-
fields and defenses 15 October 1943. 

29 1850 CO~mESTSEAFRON to C01ffiORPAC, COMNORWESTSEAFRON Info COMINCH 2 
CINCPAC. 

Most secret arriving CHOP 31st Point T 0600 GCT August 4 
PORRIDGE 5th TG 51.2 ZEILEN HARRIS J. FRANKLIN BELL DOYEN 
THUBAN escorted by BUSH BEALE AW~EN MULLANY PRUITT SICARD. 
QPA 13. Sailed SanFran 1400 GCT 29th. Knots 15 via P 
37-58 126055 Q 43-12 136-50 R 47-35 150-25 S 49-54 161-01 
T 50-33 169-50. 

30 0250 COMGEN SAMOA to MARCORPS Info CINCPAC. 

Following personnel required. HiCom. Urdis 211839 and 
231550. Part 1 or 2 parts. 2nd Defense Battalion none. 
7th Defense Bn 254. 8th Defense Bn 134. 22nd Marines 
Rein 1119. Total shortage 1507. Estimated number avail-
able. for replacement from 2nd Battalion and Special Ser-
vice troops Third MarBrig if authorized 540. Total needed 
to bring units to strength 967. 5th Garrison Detachment 
included above figures. Other garrison detachments cannot 
be considered available as they w!ll be required to fill 
normal attrition losses 

30 0259 Total enlisted in area by island including 19th Replace-
ment Battalion and Aviation Units. Part 2 of ComGen Samoas 
HiCom 300250. Tutuila 4183. Upolu 1931. Wallis 2134. 
Funafuti 1408. Base Depot on Tu.tuila and Funafuti garrisons 
are only organizations showing appreciable overages. Base 
Depot overage is performing duties of service and transporta-
tion companies for island and area. While units not au-
thorized work must be done. Garrison Funafuti increased 
342 men with approval higher authority~ This necessary to 
man additional weap ons furnished by CinCPac. Equipment 
report being sent air mail. 
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30 2157 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

My 202204 paraeraph 5 c. 27th Division has been designated 
by Army. 

31 0052 COMSOPAC to CG SOPAC, CG 1\~N GEORGIA, COMAIRSOPAC, CTF 31 etc. 

Handle as most secret. ComSoPac 110421. Cancel ComSoPac 
110421. Cancel any part of ComSoPac 090502 which conflicts 
with followinB: Change ComSoPa.c OpPlan 14-43 Para 2 to read 
"At the first favorable opportunity and on orders from Com-
SoPac, capture JACONET, destroy enemy garrison, construct 
thereon airfields as directed by ComSoPac". Add Paragraph 
2 c. "Upon order of ComSoPac seize VELLA LAVELLA and/or 
such other island as may at the time be designated and con-
struct thereon an airfield. In order to prepare for further 
operations up the ARTHRITIS." 

01 1359 CINCLANT to CI3CPAC Info COMINCH. 

This is very secret HiCom. Estimate BIRMINGHA11 1 destroyer 
ALABAMA, S01JTH DAKOTA each with 2 destroyers arrive CANAL . 
ZONE about August 24. Cominch 251735. Dates may be antici-
pated depending upon possibility reduction yard availability 
details not known. Destroyers will -probably be BURNS BULLARD 
MURRAY HUDSON BELL. 

25 2209 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH 

This is HiCom. JCS 202204. Early movement of 2nd MARDIV 
to NANDI required. Advise (A) when can accomodations be 
made available for that division there (B) earliest poss-
ible date division can move from NEW ZEALAND (C) total 
shipping required for move and amotint of total you can 
supply. 

03 0915 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC, COMGEN WDC Info COMINCH 

HiCom. Utmost secret. Headquarters COMPHIBPAC COMGEN 
ATF 9 established ashore PORRIDGE. All COTTAGE lanfting 
force units are in PHAEMON staging areas except 87th 
Infantry in APA's now enroute and due arrive evening 
August 4. In order adhere plan to allow 87th 2 weeks 
familiarization training and complete rehearsal landings 
about August 24 considered earliest practicable D day and 
this date has been set. 
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Hoe C-4369 31 July 1943 NCR 13706. MACARTHUR to CHIEF OF STAFF WAR DEPARTMENT. 

Complete and thorough integration of ground air and naval headquarters with 
General Headquarters replying your 6138 27th is the method followed with 
marked success in the Southwest Pacific Area rather than the assembly of ap-
proximately equal numbers of officers from those components into General 
Headquarters Starr. (C-4369 to Chief of' Starr War Department from GHQ SWPA 
signed MAC ARTHUR)e Land forces air forces and naval forces each operate 
under a commander with completely organized staff'. Naval and air commanders 
and starts are in the same building with General Headquarters and land com-
mander and starr are nearby. These commanders confer frequently with the Com-
mander in Chief and principal members of this staff' and in addition to complete 
functions as commanders operate in effect as a planning starr. to the Commander 
in Chief. When operating in forward areas the same condition obtains. Air 
oftioers and naval officers are detailed as members of General Headquarters 
Statr and function both in planning and operations on exactly the same basis 
as a~ officers s~ilarly detailed. The problem in this area is complicated 
by the fact that it is an Allied effort and Australian and Dutch Ar.my Navy 
and Air officers have been similarly assigned. The personal relationships 
established and the physical location or land air and naval headquarters at 
General Headquarters make possible a constant daily participation of the staffs 
in all details of planning and operations. Ever.y member of General Headquarters 
from the Commander in Chief' down is in int~ate daily contact with appropriate 
members or the 3 lower headquarters. GHQ is in spirit a General Headquarters 
planning and executing operations each of which demand effective combinations 
of land sea and air forces and has successfully developed an attitude that is 
without service bias. It must be understood in contemplating such an organi-
zation that although the pnysical location and staff procedures or all 4 ele-
ments are of the utmost importance it is the indomdtable deter-mination that 
General Headquarters shall act as such rather than as the Headquarters of a 
single service that will produce the unanimity of action and singleness ot 
purpose that for the successful conduct of combined operations is essential. 

No. W-6285 1 August 1943. EISENHOWER to MARSHALL. 

Inter~ report on the organization of Allied Force Headquarters f'ollaws. 
For General Marshall from Eisenhower cite FHCOSe Reference your 3465 of 27 
July. 

A, Command, General Eisenhower occupies a dual capacity as Commander in 
Chief Allied Forces and American Theater Commander. He exercises his command 
functions as follows:: 

(1) With Navy (Royal Navy and United States Navy) through the Commander 
in Chief Mediterranean. 

(2) With air {Royal Air Force and American Air Force) through Commander 
in Chief Mediterranean Air Command. · 

(3) With ground forces and task forces through General starr AFHQ. 
B, Coordination between Army. Nav.y and Air is effected as followst 

(1) Heads of major Staff Divisions or FHQ exercise general coordination 
and supervision over corresponding Staff Divisions of Naval and Air Statts. 

(2) A Joint' Planning Staff composed of representatives from the Planning 
Staffs . of AFHQ. 'and Naval and Air Staffs functions as a supporting agency or G-3 
AFHQ. The organization. membership and duties or this Planning Staff parallel 

~ closely those or the Joint Planning Staff in the Combined Chiefs of Staff organi-
zation except that its recommendations are processed through G-3 AFHQ to the 
Commander in Chief' Allied Forces. 
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No. W-6285 1 August 1943. EISENHOWER to MARSitALL. -Continued-

(3) The Chief ot Staff AFHQ presides at a Chief of Statts Conference 
with the air and naval Chiefs of Starr, G-2 and G-3 which sits ever,y morning. 
This is strictly a tactical conference tor the coordination of air, naval and 
ground power and particularly to coordinate the employment of the strategic 
air forces under the policies outlined by the Commander in Chief. 

c. Organization and Procedure. 
(1) General Starr AFHQ. The War Department General Start organization 

and procedure· is the basis tor the organization ~d procedule used in AFHQ. 
Modifications to meet conditions peculiar to this theater have been made and 
certain modifications will be necessar,y in any other theater where Allied forces 
operate. The princ-ipal modifications in this theater area · 

The Chief of Staff is assisted by 2 deputies, 1 Deputy Chief of Statt 
is charged with the general coordination of tactical matters, that is with G-2 
and G-3 functions. The other DeputY Chief of Staff {chief administrative officer) 
is charged with the coordination or supply matters. Under him function G-1 
and G-4 (Combined British and American). As the Supply Deputy is also the British 
chief administrative officer he is charged with the administration of British 
personnel and in this capacity deals directly with the War Office. Special 
Staff Sections operating directly under the Chief ot Staff have been organized 
to handle militar.y government, French rearmament and other special problems. 

Coordination between· Army, Navy and Air is effected through the medium 
of the Joint Planning Staff previously mentioned and through the Staffs of 
the Commander in Chief Mediterranean, the Commander in Chief Mediterranean 
Air Command, the General Staff AFHQ, and Statts of task forces for operations. 

D, Personnel. Throughout the General Staff AFHQ both British and American 
Staff Officers are integrated with the principal sections and subsections so 
that, in general the principal sections will be composed of both B-ritish and 

-American officers. In those subsections where specialized knowledge ot organi-
zation, technique, and procedure is necessary the selection of personnel, 
British or American is made from the best qualified source without regard to 
Nationality of rank and without regard to maintaining an equal division of 
nationalities. In those sections which deal with administrative and supply 
matters it is necessary to some extent to duplicate personnel and to parallel 
functions since the American channel goes back to Washington and the British 
channel to London. 

E, American Theater functions. The Commander in Chief exercises his functions 
as Theater Commander through the Deputy Theater Commander NATOUSA •. NATOUSA 

handles purely American personnel, supply and disciplinar,y matters and in this 
sense parallels the functions of the British Chief Administrati~e Officer 
mentioned abovee No sige 

No. 6138 CM-OUT-10478 (26 July 43) 2338. NCR 13704. For MACARTHUR from MARSHALL. 

Under consideration is formation Qf complete Joint Army-Navy Staff for Com-
mander in Chief, Pacific as Theater Commander of Central and South Pacific 
Areas (For MACARTHUR from MARSHALL). To assist in study as to appropriate group-
ings, desire you submit with least practicable delay by radio full data as to · 
integration of Ar.my, Navy and Air Staff personnel in your planning and operational 
staffs, to include such Allied personnel as are currently assigned these staffs. 

~ S~ilar infor-mation being requested from other theatres having comparable or simi-
lar Joint Staff organizations. Further request your radio reply be followed by 
dispatch of organizational chart to amplify and clarify information requested 
herein. · 17 8 0 



3 August 1943. 
No. 3465 aM-OUT 10477 NCR 13705. For EISENHOWER from MARSHALL cite FHGCT. 

Currently being considered is or ganization of a complete operations! Joint A~·Navy Staff for the Commander in Chief, Pacific as theater commander for Central and South Pacific Areas {for EISENHOWER from MARSHALL cite FHGCT.). With the least practicable delay desire you submit by radio in detail full data as to the integration of Ar.my, Navy and Air Staff personnel in your planning and operational staffss This should include such Allied personnel. who function as members of these staffs. Request your reply by radio be amplified and clari-fied by di~patch of organizational chart with least practicable del~. Above information is also being requested from other theaters where comparable or 
similar Joint Staff organizations exist. 
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gEQRE'!L-
August (GCT) 

03 2211 CINCPAC to COMNORPAC Info COMINCH COMGEN WDC. 

HiCom. Target Date your 030915 is from my point of view 
unacceptable because it delays other operations in Pacific 
Theatre and does not meet Target Date CinCPac 292240 May. 
It appears that only reason for delay is to give 87th In-
fantry additional training while all other forces mark time. 
Comment. 

04 0708 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC & ADM. 

Based on the assumntion that Central Pacific Forces will be 
operating soon in vicinity of FUNAFUTI under your command 
the following proposals submitted for consideration in order 
to avoid confusion and conjestion. A. Control of search and 
reconnaissance out of FUNAFUTI to be assigned Central Pacific 
in order obtain proper coordination between strike and search 
operations. B. Establish dividing line betwBen the two air 
operating areas. Suggest Area north and east of NAURU-WALLIS 
Line extended to 15 deg south thence due east to 110 deg west 
plus area within 150 mile radius of FUNAFUTI and VvALLIS be 
Central Pacific responsibility. c. Logistic support and 
ground forces for air operations be assigned by Central Pa-
cific. D. VB 137 SoPac Squadron now operating FUNAFUTI be 
reassigned Central Pacific for FUNAFUTI searches. 6 Catalinas 
now operating that base be relieved by 6 Cats from Central 
Pacific. These Cats necessary in SoPac Area. 

03 2125 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSERVPAC COMSERVPAC SUBCOM. 

For first phase Joint Operations Central Pacific there exists 
shortage small landing craft for ship shore moves. To assist 
meeting needs request you obtain release from Army to CinCPac 
for immediate shipment from S.AN FRftJ\fCISCO to HAEMATITE twenty 
DUKW paren General Motors Amphibious Trucks paren. Understand 
fifty now available and craft in mass production West Coast. 

05 0432 COM 3RD FLT to CINCSOW~SPAC Info CINCPAC COMINCH COMSO~·{ESPAC. 

This is most secret. Concur in ultimate transfer four subma-
rines from TF 72 to TF 71 but in view imminent heavy concentra-
tion Jap naval strength in TRUK-RABAUL area I strongly recom-
mend that redistribution be deferred. Submarines constitute 
most re~iable means of obtaining information in an area fre-
quently denied to air search bj weather and lack of fighter 
protection. Proposed transfer would result in net loss of two 
submarines normally at sea in effective areas and such reduc-
tion deemed unwise while enemy intention as to use of po·werful 
naval reinforcements is obscure. Submarine must also be used 
to land reconnaissance parties this month preliminary to ap-
proved plans for advance. Para. I recognize that offensive 
submarine efforts have been less profitable recently in this 
area than the hunting grounds of TF 71 and at earliest moment 
consistent with security and status of .hunting grounds I 
intend to effectuate proposed redistribution if you approve 
my present recommendation to defer transfer. 118 2 
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.August (GCT) 

05 0931 CO!vTNORPAC to CINCPAC Info C01liNCH CGWDC CG ATF 9 COMPHIBPAC etc. 

ComNorPac replies specifically to CinCPac 032211 with an utmost 
secret HiCom. D-Day can be set for August 15, contingent upon 
scheduled arrival 11-12 August of 2 cargo ships bringing es-
sential troop ammunition and equipment. This advance of 9 days 
in D-Day necessitates cancellation of nlanned exercises repre-
senting first opportunity for rehearsal of COTTAGE landings 
which involve diversified types ships and landing craft at 
same beaches. With arrival of 10 LCIL's about 7 August these 
ships of various types·will be assembled for first time. 
Further training of Army commanders with their troop elements 
in specific tasks for COTTAGE is desirable. Any postponement 
of D-Day beyond 15 August, consistent with plan for coordinatio~ 
COTTAGE with other Pacific Operations, could be fully utilized 
for the above purposes and for highly desirable additional 
familiarization training on ALEUTIAN terrain. 

05 0110 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC Info COrliNCH CG 'VDC, CG ADC. 

This is HiCom. D Day can and will be advanced. Upon return 
Corlett ADAK this evening specific reply will be made to CinC-
Pac 032211. Date in My 030915 was set in accordance landing 
force training and logistic schedules which were based upon 
approved overall plan, ComNorPac secret serial 0443 of 19 June 
paragraph 6 B. 

05 1913 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COM 3RD FLT C01·IAIRPAC COMAIRSOPAC etc. 

This is HiCom. Com 3rd Flt 040242 to CinCPac. If excess 
fighter aircraft are on hand in SoPac regulate future ship-
ments accordingly since fighter planes urgently nequired in 
training establishments and for forming new units in continen-
tal United States. Impractical divert fighters for formationa d 
and support additional NEVI ZE.ALJtND squadrons above present 
corruni tments. 

05 2217 CINCPAC to CQ1,fGENF...AJVDEPT Info COMF~WSEAFRON COMINCH 

This is most secret. Make preparations to occupy and defend 
B.~R ISLAND, construct airfield. Initial landing about 25 
August and completion by 15 September. Naval Forces will cover 
by air and surface until defenses ready. Shipping tentatively 
available 1 AP, 1 AK, 1 LSD. 

05 2255 CJL'TCPAC to COMNORPAC Info COMI !'TCH. 

HiCom. Important that prescribed. D day be met unless weather 
or other unavoidable circumstance requires postponement. Com-
NorPac 050931. Your judgment after consul tat ion with. DeVvi tt 
and other concerned will be relied upon. If state of readiness 
of participating units is such that success of operations will 
be jeopardized unless date ·is postponed so advise me. 
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August (GCT) 

06 0159 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMGEN SAMOA. 
HiCom. Reference JCS 202149 July expect to employ 2nd and 8th Defense Battalions now at TUTUILA and ~NALI, IS a bout 1 Nov. When can relief be expected. These units must be relieved at an early date to permit necessary preparation for embarka-tion. 

06 0341 CINCPAC to COMINCH. 
Utmost Secret for Admiral King only. Request you promulgate as early as practicable changes agreed upon last conference regarding amphibious Corp. PacFlt, .~phibious Force PacFlt and establishment of the Amohibious Training Command PacFlt Desire to place Arr1phibious Training Command under operational control of - Turner at earliest date. 

06 1945 CINCT'AC to COMINCH 
Believe substantial benefit will accrue if we can supply guerillas in Philippines with arms and ammunition on in-creasing scale. Suggest effort be made to fit out BARRACUDA BASS BONITA for this employment. 

06 2221 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMGEN SAMOA; COMPHIBPAC REAR ECHEIDN, COM 15. 
HiCom. Urdis 032202 desire 5 LCT delivered HA~ffiTITE by 5 SoPac LST as proposed. Regarding ASHLAND will execute my dispatch 050045. This includes consideration your dis-patch 052131. Plan to remove LCT's from Div 15 LST on West Coast and transport to HAEMETITE possibly in LSD 2. 

06 1940 VICE OPNAV to COM 15 . COM 11 Info to COMTRGRPHIBPACFLT, COMPHIBPACFLT, COMPHfBLANTFLT, COMTRGRPHIBLANTFLT, COMSERVLANT, COM 5, CINCPAC, CINCLANT. 

6 APA's CALVERT. Hibom. MONROVIA, NEVILLE, W.P. BIDDLE, HARRY LEE, LEONARD yrooD, Also 2 AKA's ALCYONE ,_ BELLATRIX will depart Norfolk 24 August 'ETA CANAL ZONE 30 August, then report for duty CINCPAC and proceed to SAN DIEGO. 25th Marines 225 officers 3100 men will embark Norfolk in first 3 APA's and 10 officers 500 men will embard GUANTANAMO in BIDDLE all for SAN DIEGO. Marine equipment loaded in 2 AKA's. Arrange with ComGen Canal Zone for embarkation of AKA's personnel consisting of 222 officers 3888 enlisted for passage.-- Canal Zone to LOS ANGELES. Following spaces available for Army personnel. ALCYONE 6 officers 225 men. BELLATRIX 14 officers 53 men. LEONARD WOOD 113 officers 1867 men. HARRY LEE 35 officers 928 men. W.P. BIDDLE 47 officers 749 men. Total spaces for 214 officers 3822 men leaving balance Army personnel 66 enlisted to be assigned spaces on remaining ships. · 
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August (GCT) 

06 1940 CNO to CINCPAC Info ARMY GHQ, SERVPAC SUBCOM, COMSOPAC, etc. 

HiCom. 20 D~N 's requested in your 032125 now available 
from 100 scheduled August shipment Army forces SOPAC in 2 
organized transport companies. Reco~mend yourdiversion to 
Central Pacific from SOPAC allocation. If you do not have 
trained personnel recommend further diversion of necessary 
Army complement as an organizational unit. Army concurs 
will replace for SOPAC early September. Information on 
your action requested. Para. Army states all DUKW produc-
tion until early September allocated active areas schedule 
approved munitions assignments board. Request despatch 
estimate any possible additional requirements Central Pacific 
Operations through 1944. Tentative allocation production 
through January 1944 includes 150 for Army Forces SOPAC 
additional to 50 in area now and 100 scheduled August. 

08 0145 CINCPAC. to COMGEN SAMOA Info COMSOPAC CGHAWDEPT CGSOPAC. 

Request your estimate of Army Forces required to relieve 
22nd Marines reinforced, 2nd, 7th and 8th Defense Battalions. 
Headquarters and service troops connected with above units. 
Taking into consideration the fact that after contemplated 
operations SAMOA will be a rear area and its defenses should 
be materially reduced. 

08 2049 CINCPAC to CNO, SERVPAC StffiCOM Info ARMY GHQ OPD, COMSOPAC 
COMSERVPAC. 

ServPac SubCom effect diversion including personnel CNO 
061940 for earliest possible delivery HAEMETITE. Tentatively 
estimate 100 additional Central Pacific by 1 December 1943 
with probable large additions if first 20 demonstrate useful-
ness operations peculiar to Central Pacific Area. 

06 2105 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC RICHARDSON HARMON. 

I 

HiCom. Ur 060159. You are authorized to redispose Ar.my 
forces now available in the Central and South Pacific Areas 
to accomplish the relief, when necessary, of the following 
Marine units: 

1 Marine Regiment reinforced (22nd Marines} 
4 Defense Battalions (1st, 2nd, 7th and 8th} 
1 Marine Fighter Squadron (PALMYRA} 
Marine headquarters and service troops connected with 
above units. 

Redistribution under above authority is not to create a 
requirement for additional units over and above those cur-
rently allocated including forces set-up by CominCh 202204. 
CoS Army concurs. Pass to Ri chardson and Harmon. 
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AUGUST (GCT) 

NR 4907 /6th RICHARDSO~J to GENERAL f!J.~RSHALL. 

:fla.ve been directed by Ci:nCPac to build a 'bomber strip on BAKER ISLA11D 
with ArMy forces from which to operate long range :?hotogrArhic and 
bombing missions covering the n-ILDE?..T and Nl..'\.~SEA.LL ISLANDS cma The 
strip to be built and defended by troops of this command pd I have 
agreed to do so pending approval by the War Department pd This will 
necessitate the movement of the followinE to BAKER colon raren From 
Richardson for General Marshalls eyes alone paren ~vo dash Able Able 
gun batteries cma ~~inety Mike Mike semicolon Two dash Able Able auto-
matic weapons batteries paren Sixteen thirty seven 1Jike J'.1ike comma 
Sixteen fifty caliber machine guns raren semicolon One dash Able Able 
searchlight platoo!l semicolon One dash Hedical detachment semicolon 
One dash Ordnance detac~ment semicolon One dash Sienal detachment semi-
colon One dash Hq and Hq detachment semicolon One dash Airbase squadron 
paren includint: aviation ordnance crra comunication cma and Sail 
Charlie Roger two seven Zero Radar personnel paren semicolon One dash 
fighter squadron paren Nineteen airplanes paren semicolon One dash 
Engineer battalion paren Aviation paren pren Ucte colon This engineer 
battalion will construct airfield and be withdrawn approximately five 
days after inititil landing is made leaving only ma.intenanc'3 detachment 
pa.ren para All units will be reduced to minimu::n strength consistent 
with operations to be performed para It will be necessary for me to 
draw all of these units from the OAHU garrison as time i~ a factor 
period I request authority to replace from C~RISTM~S ISLAND so much 
of these troops and armament as is deemed es~ential after a more de-
tailed study para In view of the future operations which are to take 
place in this theater I recommend that I be given a directive as fol-
lows colon paren Able paren Authority to utilj_ze such troops as are 
under my command for the prosecution of the future operations by agree-
ment with CinC?ac where time is essential cma always of course notify-
ing you Lrnmediately of contemplated plans pd At present as I understand 
my authority the War Department has fixed the garrisons of CANTON and 
CilRISn.~AS and expects to be consul ted before any permanent shifts of 
troops and armament are made paren Baker raren That I be designated as 
commander of all Army forces con~a Ground and air comr1a in the Central 
Facifi11 period CinCI'ae has suggested that this designation be made cmn. 
in which I concur cma so that Army troops used in the forthcoming op-
erfitions will have a commander toward whom they can look for supply cma 
Administration cma and assistance pd I believe that such a designation 
is highly C.esirable para As soon as the units have been selected. for 
the BA..KFR operA.tion I will radio their designation. 
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August (GCT) 

09 1806 SUBCOMSERVP.AC to VC~O Info CINCPAC, COMSERVPAC. 

HiCom. If you will negotiate transfer to originator 20 of 
Army amphibious trucks mentioned My 041716, can deliver 
them at HAEMETITE not later than September 12 which date 
is satisfactory to CinCPac. Trucks-~ will be accompanied 
by 3 technicians from General Motors Corporation and opera-
ted by personnel now at RAEMETITE. This arrangement also 
satisfactory to Cin CPac. If this proposal approved request 
you arrange with BuPers to authorize passage of the 3 
technicians. All. other details this movement can be handled 
here. This takes into consideration your 061940 but is be-
lieved best procedure to meet "Earliest possible delivery" 
requirement of CinCPac's 082049. 

09 1940 COMGEN SAMOA to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC CGHD, CG SOPAC. 

/ 

Estimate following adequate UrDis 080145. First of 2 HiComs 
from CG SAMOA to CinCPac. A TUTUILA to be defended by 
present harbor defense group, not integral part 2nd Defense 
Bn, consisting of 3 ~batteries 3 inch AA. 2 batteries coast 
artillery and 24 maehine guns 26 officers 490 enlisted, 
plus SAMOAN Reserve Bn of 500 men and Naval and Marine 
personnel of Naval Station and Base Depot. B UPOLU and 
SAVAII. Artillery unit to man 1 battery heavy AA. 6 40mm 
guns. 6 20mm guns. 1 battery 155mm guns. 

This is Part 2 My HiCom 091940. C WALLIS. Artillery unit 
to man 3 batteries Heavy AA. 6 40mm guns. 6 20mm guns. 
1 battery 155mm guns. Detachments special and service 
troops as required to be added to garrisons on UPOLU and 
WALLIS. 1 Regiment infantry now in area to maintained at 
strength not below 2 effective battalions considered ade-
quate for infantry components of Islands mentioned. 

10 0357 COMSOPAC to CO~ADT MARCORPS Info COMINCH, CINCPAC. 

Recommend that Lt.Gen Alexander A. Vandegrift be relieved 
by Maj.Gen. Charles D. Barrett on 15 September 1943. This 
is most secret HiCom. 

10 0615 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH. 

HiCom. D-Day for COTTAGE Operation has been set for August 
15th. 
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August (GCT) 

07 1538 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Auth ·ty 
Ha u~~u~~~ 12958, as amended 

Handle with utmost secrecye Admiral King sends HiCom to 
Admiral Nimitz for his personal opinion as to recommendations 
in CinCPac 061945 inviting attention to fac~~ ~hat submarines concerned have had main engines removed and ~of auxiliaries which have not improved with age that diving time is same as in past and that oil leaks .are as abundant as always. 

10 0112 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC CINCSOWESPAC Info CG SOPAC CTF 31 COMINCH. 
Plan to occupy VELLA LAVELLA for purpose of constructing air-field and denial of reinforcement and supply of enemy forces 
KOLOMBANGARA a~d NEW GEORGIA. Target date 15 August. Ground 
forces to be employed 35th Combat Team, 4th Marine Defense Battalion. This is most secret. Construction personnel ini-tially 58th CB. No APA or AKA involved in movement plan. 
ComTaskFor 31 in command. 

10 2215CINCPAC to COMNORPAC Info COMPHIBPAC REAR ECHELON. 
/ 

HiCom. Other Pacific Operations require early release after 
COTTAGE all AmphibforPac APAs, AKAs, LSTs. Such ships as 
can be made ready by appropriate shifts of equipment and per-
sonnel would be sailed PEARL direct for immediate employment. Those needing reequipping would be sailed via west Coast to a South Pacific destination. For planning purposes request 
your estimate date release these ships. 

11 0631 CINCPAC to COMINCH 

Utmost ~epret. Your 071538. My 061945 was based on belief 
that in ¥ class we have 3 large hulls not performing useful 
service and on need for submarines which can perform intel-
ligence and commando supply services without diversion of Fleet submarines from profitable fields of tonnage destruction. I understood that purpose of conversion this class was to 
fulfil such needs. Am aware of present unsatisfactory features 
of their alterations. In my opinion proper conversion of 
these ships requires the following: Power plant in main engine room similar to NARWHAL, cruising speed about 12 knots, auxiliary charging engine, large capacity batteries, cruising 
radius about 9000 miles, no increase in torpedo tubes, 4 or 
5 inch deck gun with 20 millimeter guns, forward engine room 
and torpedo rooms adapted for cargo with necessary compensat-ing tanks, negative tank. Diving time was originally 60 sec-onds which can be improved by modernizing floods. Fuel tanks 
should be welded as in NARWHAL. Realize this large and 
expensive job cannot be performed without prejudice to program 
of new submarines and reengining of certain old submarines. 
Therefore I regretfully w~~~E~uggestion in my 061945. 

Authority· EO 129 HQ USEUCOM 58, as amended 
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August (GOT) 
DECLASSIFIED 
Authority· EO 
HQ USEUcOM 12958, as amended 

12 0455 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info .COMGEN SAMOA. 

HiCom. Request comment CG SAMOA 091942. It is my present 
intention to direct relief as necessary of following SAMOAN 
Marines by Ar.my troops your area about 15 October. 22nd 
Marines, 2nd, 7th and 8th Defense Battalions. 

12 2245 CINCPAC to COMGEN SAMOA 

This is HiCom. Expect 20 DUKN's paren General Motors Am-
phibious trucks paren will arrive IIAENiETITE about 12 Sept. 
without crews but with 3 techni~ians fully qualified in 
maintenance and as instructors. · Crews to be sup~lied from 

·your co~and. Persons able to run standard trucks with 
small boat experience required. After suitable experiments 
request your opinion desirability obtaining these craft in 
large numbers for ship shore and shore shore moves thru 
surf over coral. 

13 0044 CO.MSOPAC to CINCJ'AC Info COMGEN SA~.roA, COMGENSOPAC. 

This most secret. Urdis 120455. Requirements listed. ComGen 
Samoa 091942 anpear adequate, however availability Army AA 
and HD in SoPac for this relief denendent on arrival this 
area of Army units already allocated but whose shipping date 
is unknown. ComGenSoPac now attempting to ascertain shipping 
dates these units. Unless Oranges 1 to 4 arrive prior to 
date for Samoan relief, only means available for Samoan re-
lief involve stripning either Efate or Fiji entirely of AA 
and HD. 

11 1715 C01~1INCH to CINCPAC Info Vice CNO, COMSERVPAC. 

HiCom Utmost secret. Urdis 090043. Para 1. Probable near 
total requested EC2 freighters can be allocated under NTS 

· civilian manned. Earliest practicable information required 
loading ports and dates. Para 2. No additional AF avail-
able. Will continuance Flying Scud in Hawaii service {Vice 
CNO 101939) obviate this requirement.- Para 3. AO 83-87 
(inclusive complete shakedown west coast and 53~54 east 
coast between 15 October and 25 November. Only additional 
possibility is allocation 4 WSA tankers 14.5 knots 138,000 
barrel capacity eacri ~eady West Coast early October. Con-
sidering present favorable status Pearl stocks advise your 
exact requirements. Para 4. 2 AOG assigned SoPac complete 
shakedown 11 September. 2 SoWestPac and 1 PacFlt 1 October. 
All East Coast but can be loaded Gulf ports for combat zone 
direct. Para 5. Final action ·all items will follow receipt 
information and recomr'1endations requested above. 

DEClASSIFIED . 
Auth ritu 

H o."J': EO 12958 as amended OUSEUCOM I 
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August (OCT} 

n ., 14 0325 CINCPAC to COi\tiNCH Info VICE CNO, COMSERVPAC. 

HiCom Utmost secret. Para 1. In early September expect 
to furnish you loading po!ts and times for freighters. Ur-
dis 111715. Most probable ports are San Francisco and 
Hueneme with few at Pearl. Para ·2. Assignment Flying Scud 
helps but does not entirely solve AF problem. Suggest allo-
cation 2nd vessel that type b~ deferred for ~resent. Para 
3. Question of tankers was not fuel sto~ks Pearl which are 

· rapidly reaching high level but for supporting operations 
to we.stward. Controlling need· is about 1.3 Fleet type AO 
with but in rear of assault forces. There are or will be 
available sufficient A(-•s this purpose but assembling and 
readyj_ng these for movement involves some idle time and 
loss to freighting service on which many now engaged. For 
that reason 7 additional AO were requested. If AO 83-87 
and 53-54 will definitely be available by dates you mention 
my request for 7 more AO can be held in abeyance. Para 4. 
Since need for AOG's i$ urgent all areas recommend no change 
in assignments those you mention and that efforts be made 
to acquire more 

14 2137 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC. 

Contingent upon favorable weather APA's should be unloaded 
and withdrawn from FIHEARM by D plus .5 day, the 1 AKA by D 
plus 8 and LST' s by D p'lus 4. Probably not more than 2 
AJ?A' s· can sail PEA.liL direct with full equipment. Othe.rs 
will require replacement of boats and special equipment . 
Repairs to LST's will doubtlessly be required before de-
parting this area.. With docking facilities now available 
PORRIDGE plus recent experience considerable repairs can be -
accomplished locally. ·ComNorPac replying to CinCPac 102215. 
Every effort will be made expedite departure ships concerned. 
VIJill k~ep you informed as tactical situation develops and 
it can be determined ·how release of subjects ships is af-
fected by weather, lack of protected anchorages, constricted . 
souther beaches and evacuation wounded. 

15. 0715 CINCPAC to COMINCH, GOMNORPAC Info COMGEN WDC. 

Although I see no immediate probability of move to Kuriles 
from Aleutians because of commitments Pac Fleet in Central 
and Sout·h Pacific believe Army troops employed at ATTU and 
for COTTAGE should be retained in Aleutians as recommended 
by General DeWitt's letter of 30 J"uly to Chief of Staff 
Army~ Moreover, these troops are equipped, trained and 
acclimated for sub arctic duty. By keeping troops at the 
jump off points we may exploit promptly any situation per- . 
mitting temporary shift to north of major fleet strength. 
Substantial additions to Pac Fleet from other theatres 
would of cour~e increase . our ·orfensive ability and tempo 
in all three Pacific Ocean Areas simultaneously. Recommend 
ADAK for main base .above use in addition to my 070405 July. 
Increased activity of British Eastern Fleet .off Malay bar-
rier also would tend to crea~e favorable situation. Ki_¥9tJi 
deliver to Genetal DeWitt. 
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August (GCT) 

6017 15th MA"RSHALL to RICHARDSON Pass to CINGPAC. 

Construction and defense of bombing strip on BAKEH ISLAND 
and necessary interchange of troops to r ·orm B~T\:ER ·ISLAND 
garrison comma reference urad four nine zero seven August 
six comma is within authority delegated to -you as ComGen-
CentPac by Ourad six zero zero four August fourteen para 
For personal attention of Hichardson from Marshall semi-
colon pass to CinCPac. para authority delegated thereby 
will not repeat not serve to automatically create the re-
quirement for additional troops within the Central Pacific 
Area para previous instructions re rpt .re twenty seventh 
division and port companies for Central Pacific operations 
will remain in effect except for any changes recommended 
b~ you with concurrence CinCPac~ · 

11 21:25 VICE CNO to CINCPAC. 

Its HiCom. Your 082·049 and ComSuborComdServPac 091806 Army 
transferring 20 D~ls no personnel immediately. In order to 
Assure availability .procurement being initiated 100 DUKW's' 
prior October 15. Monthly rates follow. 100 in December and 
January. 200 in February, March, April. 100 May, June, July 
August, September. Request comment adequacy against possible 
requirements Pacific areas not covered Army schedule SoPac 
listed my 061940 and recommendations as to oper~tion by Army 
Navy 'or Marine personnel • 

16 0337 CINCPAC to VICE CNO. 

Pending results employment equipment UrDis 1).2125 in hCOLEH1LL . 
am not prepared now to comment proposed procurement program. 
This is HiCom·. It appears more than ·. ample unless use else-
where has demonstrated utility under conditions similar to 
those e isting in Pacific. Consider immaterial which service 
provides operators but they should accompany vehicles until 
sufficient trained men in field are available. 

15 2255 COMGEN SAMOA to CINCPAC. 

HiCom. -Following guns and automatic weapons available UrDis 
152033~ Numbers refer to weapons in 2nd, 5th, 7th and 8th 
defense battalions in that order • . 15 5mm: 4; 4; 4; 8 5. 
90mm guns; all battalions 12. 40mm guns: 0; 14; 8; 10. 
37mm . AA guns: -4; 0; 4; 0. 20min guns: 12; 8; 12; 12; • 

· • 50 caliber MG: all battalions 32 or more.. • 30 cali tier MG: 
all battalions 30 or :more • . 2nd Defense has 8 Nav~ 5 inch 51 
caliber guns. 
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16 1451 COMI NCH to VICE CNO Info CINCPAC, CO:MSERVPAC, COM-12, 
SUBCOMSERVPAC. 

Hush Most Secret. CinCPac 140325 not to all adees (1) arrange 
WSA allocation to NTS of 18 EC 2 freighters civilian crews. 
By 15 October place these ships at disposal CinCPac for Cen-
tral Pacific operations. CinCPac in early September will 
designate loading ports (probably some each San Francisco 
Hueneme and a few at Pearl) and dates. (2) Similar alloca-
tion and employment .15 additional EC 2 freighters to be avail-
able to CinCPac by 1 December. {J) Arrange allocation to 
CinCPac 4 Swan Island type tankers to be ready West Coast 
loading ports in September or October. 

16 1452 COMI NCH to CINCPAC Info VCNO. 

Most secret HiCom. Urdie 140325 paragraphs 1 and 3 action 
contained in mydis 161451 to Vioe rr~CNO. Paragraph 2 no fur-
ther action pending receipt additional reco~nendations after 
adequacy present set up has been tested. Paragraph4 4 pres-
ent assignments AOGS will stand. Additional this type on 
order yet deliveries cannot be expected before second quarter 
in 1944. Possibility exists of obtaining by 1 October 4 new 
810 ton 9 knot 1 product· tankers from Army. If obtained do. 
you want them in CentPac. · 

17 1901 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info 4th MarDiv, 5thPhib, PhibTraPac. 

Present schedule for West Coast Amphibious Training requires 
4th Marine Division ~o complete by 1 December when training 
of Army Division yet to be designated will begin. 

17 2302 COMGEN SAMOA to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC 

HiCom. n view of delayed arrival of LSTs at FtnlAFUTI all 
dates my revised Annex C to secret serial AO 956 for occupa-
tion of North Island delayed approximately 10 days. Ref. 
ComTransGroup SoPac 171022. 

18 2203 CINCPAC to COMGEN SAMOA. 
I 

HiCom. :My 152033 referred to combat equipment of defense . 
battalions as they will be organized for future operations. 
Understand your 180530 as equipment that will be left in 
Samoan area available to relief defense forces. If this 
is true desire that all 155mm guns be assigned to defense · 
battalions ·which are to be moved fo r ward . ~etter re garding 
groupment of t hese wea pons be i ng f orwa rded by officer messen-
ger. 

19 0317 CINGPAC t o COM 3RD FLEET Info COMINCH 

How many APA and AKA ca n you f urnish .Cotp.Gen 2nd Mardiv at 
Welling ton by 15 October f or Galvanic . 
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13 2125 DEWITT to ADMIRAL NIMITZ. · 

Reference CornNorPac 120913 August 1a. See para. 12 my letter to Chief of Staff Army July 30 as to agre-ement py us on loca-
tion base ALEUTIANS. As ADAK fulfills all requirements and 
Kinkaid agrees, hope you will confirm selection and support 
retention of troops as recommended my letter and so inform · CominCh. Favorable action by Jotnt Chiefs of Staff will profit only development proceed rapidly upon completion COTTAGE Have already initiated pr-eliminary steps subject confirmation 
higher authority. For Admiral Nimitz only. 

19 1758 COMINCH to CINCPAC, . CGWDC Info COMNORPAC. 
Handle this with utmost secrecy. In as much as there has been 
no opposition in KISKA the Joint Chiefs of Staff direct that the 1st Special Service Force be evacuated to the United States without delay, utilizing transports immediately avail-able. 

19 1825 VCNO to CINCPAC Info COMSERVPAC. 

This is HiCom. Your 270349 July. For procurement organization and training proper components require similar statement of 
your needs for GALVANIC in order to meet ':varget Date. Vlhile .. plans not sufficiently definite needs can be stated in 2 parts viz. Form and Forecast with proximate dates required on West Coast. 

20 0031 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMl~ORPAC. 

HiCom. JCS 2022·04 paragraph six. Propose ultimate NorPac Force on completion COTTAGE' 3 RICHMONDS plus DesRon 24 and 
CortDiv 14 general relief plan accordance my 200045." 
Approval requested. 

20 0045 GINCPAC to COMNORPAC Info COMINCH. 
If My Dis 200031 approved general relief plan is (A) Bat.Div 3 
LOUISVILLE to NYPS. WICHITA MORRIS HUGHES MUSTIN, NYMI. 
Half DesHon 1 San Fran Area. SANTA FE PENNSYLVANIA BANCROFT 
CALD~~LL COGHLAN to PEARL (B) BatDiv 2, Half DesHon 1 CruDiv 1 DesRon 14 less B..ANCROFT COGHLAN CALDTNELL plus BACHE to NYMI/ San Fran Area. (C) Upon return CruDiv 1 and BACHE send 
PORTLAND SAN FRANCISCO (CA38) SALT LAKE CITY to a West Coast 
Area later determined. ANDEHSON RUSSELL to PEARL. Modifica-tions above for providing escorts and to meet current situation 
authorized~ Object of these moves to Coast repairs, personnel 
replenishment.and short rest pe~iod. ~his . is HiCom. 
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21 0111 to CilJCPAC Info COI·"IHCH. 

This is HiCom. Reply to your 190317 depends on action taken on 
my 201000 to CinCSo\n1esPac info CI"l"JCPAC and COI.INCII. 

21 0252 COtfi:FCH to CINCPAC Info COHNORFAC. 

HiCom. Your 200031 approved. 

21 08202 COHINCH to CIFCPAC Info COITGEl\T 
S T A.FF A.Ir,:Y. 

Wish followin[ message be sent CINCf' 1_C lnfo CO~:GETT WEST T;EFEHSE 
COI~!.~ ~:TD and C]IEF OF STArF !-~..Rru'fY C]Uote Joint Chiefs of Staff consider 
7th Division should be moved from KISKA to ~TA\""iAII for emplo:vnent in 
!':~ARS~ALL ISLAND Carr1paig;n utili~inc combat loaders now at KISKA for 
transportation. Other troops except for special service force 
already ordered noved are to remain in the AL:STTTI.P.)TS. Nu11ber 8 from 
Cominch. Para 2. Joint Chiefs of .Staff have decided PARAl.ffiS~IIRU 
Operation probably im:;:->racticable before sprine.; 1944. Fara 3. Desire 

_you consult Richardson as to Hhether accolTII:1odations and training 
facilities for 7th Division can be ~rovided until about January 1 
IJhen this division l'vill be employed. The remainder of the 6th 
Divis ion is now scheduled to arrive RAviA I I during September. If 
division can be acco~modated and trained and you approve Joint 
Chiefs of Staff direct you initiate r10vement without delay. 
1Jote: To be handled as :liCom per CHO. 

21 2355 CINGPAC to COMJJORPAC Info 'JOI1.HJC:I 

HiCo:n. \:edify my 200045 WICt=IITA to 1ITPS, LOUISVILLD re:'1lain NorPac for 
present, IITDIAYAPOLIS to San Fran Area :report Cil1CPac for routing PBARL. 

22 0211 CPfCPA.C to COHl~ORPAC Info 1JOHH CII, cm~~GE!I 

HiCom. Direct XAP and Y1..AK your area load 7th Army Division with equip-
ment proceed direct ?EARL. ·.:edify my dis 200045 as necessary to provide 
escorts. 3 APA mentioned Para D mydis 182357 available if required. 
Advise names of vessels to \!CHO who is requested. to place theu w1der 
temporary control CinCPac for this movement. Designation TG 12.6 as-
signed. 

22 0215 G INC}'_ C to COli..J:S('PAC Info CO~.·lGEl·~ FYI.i\..C. 

Replying your 162357 and 060415. This is utmost secret. After opera-
tions be[;in do not contemplate using hospital facilities your area ex-
cept such as may be available over and above your needs at that time. 
-It is expected that at least one of AFEI now in SoPac will require di-
version to CentPac when necessity arises. 

HiCom. Initiate movements my 200045 n.s modified by my 212355 as promptly: 
as cj_rcu:mstances permit keepinc me advised. Particularly desire early 
movement CruDi v 1 and BAC"'"1E to Snn Franc is co for 2 weeks visit and return 

Oontinuod - 1794. 
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21 2249 CINCPAC to · VICE CNO Info COMSERVPAC, 

Data requested Urdis 191825 in poss.ession Captain 
Steele now enroute VJa.shington. Utmost Secret. 
This matter wil-l also be discussed in my reply 
Urdis 171839. 
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22 0445 CINCPAC to COrJNORPAC - (Continued) 

to NorPac so that they may relieve ships temporarily left that area 
latter being required elsewhere.. In general expect to allow ships 
sent West Coast ports to remain 2 weeks except those given longer 
availabiljty at navy yards. 

22 0847 COV!NOP2AC to CINCPAC Info COHI:NCH. 

This is IIiCom. Second 8.nd final part ComNorPac 22094'7. PARAMUSFfiRO 
is abont 630 :miles from AT'TU, about the same distance from HOKKOIDO 
and little more from important industrial areas of Japan.. From PARA-
MUSHIRO B-24' s can hi-t; OMHTATO and B-29' s can hit TOKYO and all way 
stations. All types planes including P-40•s with belly tanks can be 
flown fr~m ATTU to PARAl'.fUSHIRO. The 3000 mile supply route from 
Seattle to PARAWIUSHIRO is protected throughout -4/5 of the distance 
by stronG chain bases. There are now in the Aleutians about 50,000 
troops, including the 7th Division, trained and equipped for amphib-
ious operations in northern climates. This dispatch prepared before 
receipt your 220211 and is sent in order you may have my views. 

22 0936 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH. 

1st of 2 parts my 220947. ]iCom. Refers to Ci:nCPac 211717 which is 
same as RDO Washington 210820. Para 2 of reference indicates prob-
ability PARAJ'11USHIRO operation next sprine; with some possibility of 
undertaking prior thereto. Com!JorFac is strongly impressed by fact 
that PARA1fUSHIRO-SHIMUSRU Area is now in early stages of development 
which is pro[;ressint: rapidly. Its capture and occupation would be 
far less costly now~than in the spring. Because of threat to Japanese 
mainland and industrial area, its capture would precipitate violent 
enemy reaction, possibly major fleet action, and would draw enemy 
foroes from the South Pacific. Following arc pertinent facts. Reason-
ably good weather in the Aleutian-Kurile area-ends about 15 November. 

23 0319 COMNORPAC to CINCPAC 

HiCom. Initial movements your 182357, 200045, 212355 and 220445 
scheduled as follows X Departures from ADAK on dates indicated. 
CruDiv 1 INDIANAPOLIS, TENNESSBE, ZEILIN, J. FRANKLIN BELL, H]I..RRIS 
GANSEVOORT, FRAZIER, EDWARDS, MEADE, BACHE for SAN :F'RAMCISCO 24th. 
ZEILIN thence SAN DIEGO. YHC.HITA, NEVf MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI, IDAHO, 
MORRIS, MUSTnJ, HUGHES to PUGET SOUND about 27th. MORRIS 1 MUSTIN, 
HUGHES thence SAN FRANCISCO. New subjects ComCruDiv 4 (Rear Admiral 
Vlright) will trans fer from INCH ANAPOLIS temporarily to IDAEO on 24th, 
then to LOUISVILLE 26th. 
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24 0341 CDJCP:l.c; to COMHOHPAC. Hi Come 

Completion KISKA operations and present relative inactivity lTorPac 
Area docs not lessen necessity of planninr: for future operations and 
continued trainin(-'; as forces are made available for amphibious or 
other O}lerat ions. Your 2 32213. lJinthPhib vrhich includes its co'1lffiander 
is assigned NorPacForce; ComJJorPac arrange a:::; necessary for establish-
ment ComNinthPhibFor Headquarters afloat or ashore. 

24 0628 COJii3·JOHPAC to Cl}TGPAC, COM 11, CO}!TVVBSTSEAFROU Info COUINCH, VICE CNO, 
CDr.,1SERV1:; AC, SUBORCOHDSERVPAC. 

Utmost Secret. Times GCT. Lats North Longs Y;est. TG 16.14 as 
follows._ OomDatDiv 2 in TEDNESSEE, OomCruDiv 1 in RICIIMOUD, ComDesRon 
14 in GA~·:SE'"vOORT, CoE1Tra:r-1s 9th Phib in ZEILD1, IlAR''IS, BEYV{OOD, J ~ 
FRANKLIN B1"'1L, INDIANAPOLIS, RALEIGH, DETRfli~, FRAZIER, TvlEEDE, EDWARDS 
BAC~IE. fvhen r.eady about 0100 Aut?,ust 25 TG 16.14 depart ADAK. Proceed 
in company at speed advance 15 as follows. North of chain and AMUKTA 

_PASS To Point A (Lat. 51-30 Long. 170) thence Great Circle Route to 
Point B (Lat. 38-00 Long. 127-00). Upon arrival point B when directed 
by TG Corn, ComTrans 9th Phib in ZEILIN prc;ceed San Diego to arrive 
about 1300 September lst. Remainder TG proceed San Francisco to arrive 
about 1800 Aue;ust 31st. CorriV'}estSeaFron and Com ll are requested pro -
vide local escort in their respective areas for ZEILill from Point B 
to destination and air coverage for all units. After arrival San 
Francisco CruDiv l operfl:te accordance separate orders from ComlJorPac 
and other units accordance further orders from CinCPac. Communications. 
Accordance vd th USF 70 A and PacFl t supple!Tlent thereto. 

24 0830 COJilTA.SKGR 20., 15 to COl!.HTCI-1, CINCPAC, CIUCLANT, COH~;ULFSEAJi'ROH, 
001\fCARIBSEAFRON, COMPAFSBAFRON, SOFA -:-rAMP TON EOADS, COliEASTSEAFROi\f, 
COU 6th PHII3. 

This is :IiCom.. Also reencipherment my 240018. Task Group 20.15 
c onstituted as follows. LEONARD ~FOOD. CALVERT. 1JEVILLE, ~.'OFROVIA. 

WILLL41~ P. BIDDLE. ~lARRY LEE. BELLATRIX. AlDYOJH~. VIRGO. POLLUX. 
TUIU:ER. BEBAS, SEID. }~ITGSTROM. 0 COFUELL. OSTER~IAUS. PARKS. 
DOEEF~~. Depo.rt gate Hampton Roads 0830 '1( .f.4) Al:tcust 24 destination 
base LOVE.. Speed of advance 13 knots. Route to destination throur,h 
following points: (A) Lat .. 35-24 Lonr_;. 72-52 

(C) Latv 24-06 Lone. 74-06 
(E) Lat. 22-00 Lone. 74-48 
(G) Lat. 19-44 Long. 74-00 
(H) Lat. 19-23 Lonz. 7B-06 
(I). Lat. 18-06 Long., 75-0G 
(tJ) Lat .. 10-00 Lon~~ .. 7q-55 

ETA SeaF'rontiers Gulf 2100 Auc:ust 26 Carribbean 0500 August 27 Panama 
0600 August 29 ETA BIDDLE., TURltEH BAS1~ TT·JCLE 0700 Au .c~u st 28 remainder 
Task Group pas sine; throuch point H 1300 same date. ETA CRISTOPP~.L 1600 
August 30.. Hi~hest nurn.ber C:~UEEr; messages held QJC 149 'J.JC 121 ~~JE 140 
QJF 5. Request air cover~ge. 
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25 0215 CINCPAC t o COMNORPAC Info COMDJCH. 

Desire you prepare plan ·for seizure Northern KURILES and establ ishment 
bases therein. Include forces required logistic support necessary, 
estimate oi' time required for preparation and execution, etc. Assume 
RUSSIAN neutrality, but provide for alternatives in case the Soviets 
enter the Japanese War. Amplifying letter will follow. 

25 0235 CINCPAC t-o COMPANSEAFRON Info COMD~CH COMSOPAC COMVJESEAFRON COM 11 COM5thPhil:: 

Form TG 12.5: NEVILLE, LEON&R~D WOOD, MOJ\TROVIA, CALVERT, HARRY LEE, W.P. 
BIDDLE, ALCYONE, VIRGO, BELLATRIX, ENGSTROM, DONEFF, WILLIAM C MILLER 
(DE 259) route to SAN DIEGO unload. Best speed of advence consistent with 
logistics. Thence report .ComWesSeaFron for reloading and onward routing 
6th Infantry Division to PE~{L. 

25 0631 COMNORPAC to ·crNCPAC. 

Following message from Gen. DeVii tt tt 75th Signal Company specially organ-
ized and equipped for communication purpos·es ltmding operations now at 
KISKA strength 9 officers 157 men. Unit participated ATTU and KISKA. 
Available for coming operations but not organic unit 7th Division and 
not included in movement. This unit will be made available to you if 
desiredn. HiCom. 

25 0530 CTF ll to TF 11 Info Cl1lCPAC, :OIICEA~:·,sEAFRON 

Hy Op-Order 1-43. 
is daylie:ht local. 

Subject to orders Do~ Day is Septemher 1. 
Landing comrJences on signal from OTC. 

-r::ow Hour 

25 0858 cmE·JOHPAC to cnWPAC, CTF 57, TASK U~·TIT 16.15 .. 1 (Capt Corn) in PENlTSA .. 
Info COl'lSERVPAC , COMCRUPAC, C011IDESPA.C,. 

~~~~--~~~·~~~--~~--------

Times GCT. :tFost secret. Lats North Lone:s 1~-est. Task F11it 1G .. l5.1 pro-
ceed ADA¥.: to PEARL HAf?530R as follovrs. Vv'hen ready a1)out 4 hours Aup;ust 
26 depart ADAK via route north of criAUT th~nce AT.~TJKTA PASS to Point C 
(Lat 51-55 Long 171 ... 25) thence via, ~:IUflB LDTE to Point D (Lat 21-35 
LOTI[~ 158-40. Speed adv;ance 14. Arrive destination about r130 September 
lstw · Upon arrival T11.sk Org:;a.niz,ation :cancelled and report t.o CinCPac. 
Communications.. USF70A and Pa.cFl t supplement thereto. J~t 0 hours GCT 
August 27th cease e:uardinG FPG Fox and thereafter C\:tard rH.}~,t~ Fox. Hew 
Subject.. CincFac requested issue necessary instructions regarding 
freieht mail and personnel for action ships .. 

. This is J.Ij_Qom. Present tentative assit~nrnent to you fo:C employment by 
fjrst info adee.. APA' s vdth date arrival your a:rea HARRIS ZEILIN HEY-
y;oOD J. F. 3ELL A rliDDLGI'ON AKA THUBAU 1 October APA FELA .. .'11JD .6 September 
AR~.T88Y 15 Septe~rnber. :?IFRCB 15-30 OCT()Dr~TL. DUPAGD 1 November ca.rr;o 
character.istics and troop capacities vrill be forwarded air:nail by Cot1-
Cenh:tcFor as datA. availah1e .. 



HiCom. All times GCT. Task Group 12.3 arrives PEARL buoy number 1 at 
2230 Sept 8 via route points longitude west latitude north following: 

G 79-34 
H 79-33 
I 80-11 
J 81-52 
K 155-32 
L 157-57 

08-02 
07-28 
06-39 
06-38 GI{EAT CIRCLE to .K 
18-02 
20-17 

Point of departure Point G 2300 26th August. Speed of advance 16 knots. 
Will shift to Honolulu fox sked 2000 August 31st. RAd Hanson i.n SOUTH 
DAKOTA ALABA'lt.ll\ BULLARD BUR:US IIUDSON and KIDD. 

26 2039 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info CO:M 12, COMSEHVP.AC, C01.i!.S.ERVPAC SUBCOM. 

HiCom. In addition to 3 replacement SWAU ISLAND tankers my 251730 four 
similar tankers will be allocated to you durin~ October in compla.ince 
CominCh sealed secret 161451 to Vice CNO. Commencing with October SWAN 
ISLAND tankers will be delivered equipped with meccano decks. Present plans 
do not contemplate equipping any of 7 foregoing tankers with ~fueling at 
sea gear unless requested by you. · 

26 2214 COMINCH to. CINCPAC Info DEI!viTT, COMNORPAC, CO:M!NESSEAFRON. 

This is RiCo111. Your 252201' Chief of Staff US Army and CominCh approve 
assignment 75th Signal Co to you and transfer to PEARL with 7th Div. 

27 0727 COMFIF'THPHIBFOR to MAJGEN HOLLAUD M SMITH Info COMPIIIBTRAI!~PAC, COM 11 
MAR PAC, COMINCH, !·.iP..RCORPS, VOPNAV, BUPERS, _A.HMY CINCPAC (BY HAND) COivlGEN-
PACFOR ( BYB.AUD) C OMGEN HAWAII. (BY HAND) 

CinCPac 261245 proceed with your Headquarters and required corps troops 
to PEARL report ComFifthPhibFor for cormnand of troops for imminent amphib-
ious combat d,uty. Release to omer authorities the corps troops under 
your command you consider not required for these operations Para Head-
quarters and persortnel quarters for your staff and corps troops will be 
provided at Schofield Pa.x·a AckRowledge. Advise as to :;lour pla:ns and date 
you desire a transport at SAN DIEGO gi.ving .numbers officers and enlisted, 
nlli~ber and square footage of v~hicles and mobile weapons, weight and· cubaGe 
other freight Para Desire Gen Smith and principal staff officers proceed 
PEARL by air in advance to arrive soon as practicable. This is most secret. 
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27 0625 COMNORPAC to CGriL'tNORWESSEAFHON COM\IVESSEAFRON NYD PS, NYD MI Info numerous. 

This is part 1 of ComNorPac 270630. Most Secret. Task Unit 16.15.3 
Rear Admiral Giffen in lNICHITA, ComBatDiv 3 in NEVf MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI, 
IDAHO, ComDesRon 2 in MORR IS ~,JlUSTIN. Tim~s GCT. LATS NORTH LONGS V'TEST. 
Task Unit 16.15.3 Plu.s RUSSELL and ANDEB.SON depart ADAK when ready about 
2 hours 29 August. Proceed via route north of chain and AMUKTA PASS to 
point C (Lat 51-10 Long 161), Frora Point C ANDERSON RUSSEL return ADAK 
via reverse track and Task Unit proceed to poi.nt HOW .(Lat 48-10 Lone; 129) 
to arrive 4 hours So_ptember 4th. 

27 0'630 This is 2nd and final part of ComNorPac 270630. Host Secret. At point H, 
when directed by Task Unit Commander, MISSISSIPPI IDAHO UUSTIN MORRIS 
proce-ed SAN FR..A..NC .ISCO in company via Point I (La t 38 Long 127) and thence 
direct to arrive destination about 22 hours September 6th. WICHITA and 
NEili MEXICO proceed seattle to arrive about 23 hours Sept 4th. ComlJorWest-
SeaFron requested .provide escorts for WICHITA and NEW MF...XICO from Point 
I. Communicati.ons ~ Accordance USF 70A and Pa.cFl t s~pplement thereto. 
Upon arrival destination, ships proceed Navy Yards in accordance availa-
bilities granted by ComServPa.c and as directed by local frontier commander. 
Task Unit designation expires upon arrival Point H. 

28 2139 .C0~.1 5TB P~IIBCORPS t o CO~I 5TH PHIB FOR i nfo C:o:1C 

29 0440 

30 0020 

:J:ost secret . Your 27072 7 General Sf.lith acco'!Jpanied by 20 officers and ; 
9 enl isted plans depart San Francisco for FEARL 3 September. Desi r e 
t r ansport at Sa.n Dit:~g:o arry date subsequent to 10 September~ Data re-
ga:rdinc final nur:1be r officers enlisted 9-:nd embarJration data t o be f ur-
nished later. 

SC~: ·3RD FLT to CI!TSJ AC • . 

T~is is most secret .. I•'or :larm:inc next :r1ove. "!our 281025 . ·will BB ' s 
base So?ac under my cor~mand. Question. 

COMNORPAC to CINCPAC, CTF 57 Info COMSERVPAC, C01!WESTSEAFRON, COMDESPAC, 
C~1INCH VICE CNO. 

Task Unit 16.15.4 ComDesDiv 28 in BANCROFT SHASTA• Lats North longs west. 
Times GCT. Mo·st secret • . When ready about. 3 hours Aug .. ·30 Task Unit 
16.15.4 depart ADAK. Proceed to PEARL HARBOR via route as follows. 
ABUKBAK Pass to Point u ·(la.titude 51-50 Long 175-55) thenee via RHUMB 
line to Point. K (Lat 22-10 Lorig 158-55) thence to destination to arrive 
about 18 hours September 5. Upon arrival task organization cancelled 
and report to CinCPac. Communica.tions USF 70A and PacFlt supplement 
thereto. At cj hours GCT August 31st cea.se guarding NPG Fox and there-
after guard NPM Fox. New subject. CinCPac requested issue necessary 
instructions regarding freight mail and personnel for ·action ships. 

18 00 



August (GCT) 

30 1335 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info ARMY COMGENCENTPAC COMSERVPAC e 

Your 160337 and 082049. Hi Com. believe Army pro_curernent and manning of 
any DUKW~ needed Central . Pacific most ef£ic i ent method . Army will ma...'l{e 
available ComGenCentPac 100 DUK\IVs prio.r December 1 if desired a.ny a.ddi tiona.1 
requested thereafter and will arrange wi.th him· provision· trained personnel. 

31 1306 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 

A HiCom. This moa~fies my 052131. You are authorized to delay returning 
ASHLAND (LSD-1) until 20 November. 

31 1739 VCNO to CIRCPAC Info COM 12 CCWIDC ComNorPac ComGenHawDept CHSF. 

Treat as HiCom. Ref your 302041 and my 251840 not to all addressees. 
Army and WSA desire vessels returned as follows: San Francisco - WYETlf 
TJISDANE, HOE, FAILING, PERIDA, CHIRIKOF, SACAJAVfEA, Seattle - FILLMORE, 
JULIAN, BRANCH, WHITNEY. CinCPac pass Info to Gen Emmons and To Ghormley. 

31 1901 TG 12.5 to COM 15, COMINCH CINCPAC C01fi1.ESTSEAFRON COMPANSEAFRON ETC. 

This is HiCom. TG 12.5 in LEONARD WOOD with MONROVIA, CALVERT, HARRY LEE, 
MJ.I P BIDDLE, ~LCOYNE, VIRGO, BELLATRIX, NEVILLE, ENGSTROM, DOlJEFF, MCCOllliELL, 
ETA station vessel BALBOA channel entrance 1530 R (/5). Route to destination 
thro.ugh following points. · 
(B) Lat 07-29 Long 79-30 (H) · Lat 23-32 Long · 112-27 
(E) 07-03 81-48 (J) 28-07 115-57 
(G) 17-57 103-45 (K) 32-22 116-20 

Speed of advance 13.8 knots. ETA WestSeaFron 1600 GCT Sept 3rd. ETA 
entrance gate SAN DIEGO 1400 G:CT Sept 9. Q.SA 7. Q.PD 18. , Fox schedule 
shifted from NBA to NPG at 0000 GCT Sept 3rd. Request air coverage in 
areas where available. 

31 2340 NAVACT WELLINGTON to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. 

This is most secret. Lieut. Webster RNZNVR released by NZ Government to 
CinCPac fpr 6 months duty. UrDis 300031. Request priority atn. travel . 
AUCKLAND to PEARL. 

31 2130 CG CENTPAC to WDCSA Info CINCPAC. 

RemyRad 5274 dated 27 August 42 and Urad 6277 dated 29 August 45. The 27th 
Division is marked for GALVANIC Operation. In addi tion and for ·planning 
purposes CinCPac has indicated 5 divisions, of which 1 or 2 will be Marine, 
will be needed for GALVANIC .and BANKRATE Operations.. All six divisions will 
be staged and rehabil i t a.ted in th i s de-partment throughout ,-t hose· opera.t i ons. 
10 Army defense bat tal i ons each of approximately 1200 men are to be organ-
i zed and t rained here _for the occupation and defense or ·captured bases. 
The 7th Air Force is to be prepared to operate 4 advanced Army ai r bases. 
Prelimi nary studies indicate t hat the combi ned Army defense battalions and 
service personnel requir ed -to execute the above plans on schedule will ' 

- Continued - 1801 
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August (GCT) 

31 2130 CG CENTPAC * Continued -

total approximately as indicated in MyRad 5274 dated 27th Aug. 43. At 
the moment the plans not sufficiently crystalized nor have I had sufficient 
information from CinCPac to integrate into my recommended priority lists 
the units required. The shipping situation is apprec.iated but it was not u 
~~til receipt of Urad 6277 of the 29th that probable nunbers of available 
spaces had been indicated it is assumed that the shipping you refer to as 
available for troop lift Central Pacific for October, November, and December 
includes both Army and Navy personnel. MyRad 5274 of the 27th was to keep 
you informed of the probable requirements for Central Pacific Operations 
as indicated by plans to date and based on missions assigned in projected 
operations. Upon completion of my studies at the earliest practicable date 
you will be furnished with best possible firm list for November and December 
priorities and requests for changes in October priorities will be kept to 
a minimum. 

30 2210 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info VCNO, COMNORWESTSEAFRON, COMDALASKA SECTOR, 
COMNORPAC. 

Very Secret HiCom. ComNorPac 190820 VCNO hereby authorized to go 
ahead with plan ComliorWestSeaFron 082259 or such changes in it as 
CinCPac may recommend, bearing in mind that KODIAK continues to be 
main ALASKA base and that ADAK is principal advance base and that 
duplications of ~acilities at other bases must be avoided. 

01 1839 VICE CNO to CINCPAC Info COM 12, COMGEN WEST DEFENSE COM, COMHAWSEAFRON, 
COMGENHAWDEPT, COMUOPACFOR. 

Cancel my 311739. This is HiCom. Army and WSA desire vessels returned 
as follows: SAN FRANCISCO: vVYETH, TJISDANE, HOW, PER IDA, CHIRIPOR, 
FILMORE, VVHITNEY. SEATTLE: JULIAN, BRANCH, FAILING, SACAJAYrEA. 

02 0213 COMUORPAC to 'CIHCPAC. 

Most Secret HiCorn. My 262350. New estimate departure XAP's from 
PORRIDGE. September 5th. PRESIDENT FILLMORE BRAUCH JULIAN WYETH 
SACAJAYYEA PERIDA TJISVDANE HOE CHIRIKOF. Escorts. PHELPS DALE HULL 
MONAGHAN SICARD PRUITT. Contemplate covering above movement with 
NorPac cruiser group as far south as 45th parallel and furnishing 
air coverage, weather permitting. Departing ADAK about September 15 
JOSIAH D WHITNEY and GEORGE FLAVEL. Escorts PERRY LONG and CHANDLER. 

02 0425 COMSOPAC to COMGEN NEW GEORGIA, COMGEN GUADAL, COMTRANSGROUP, CTF 31, 
FMAC, COMGENSOPAC.Info COMINCH, CI~ICPAC, CINCSOWESPAC, COMGEN SOSSPA, 
COMSERONSOPAC. 

Target Date 1 

This is Most Secret. Take necessary action to effect following divisional 
movements. 3rd NEW ZEALAND Division relieves 25th, -37th, 43rd in Central 
SOLOMOUS. Upon relief by 3rd NEW" ZEALAND Division, 37th to SUADALCANAL, 
43rd to GUADALCANAL, 25th to NEW CALEDONIA. AMERICAL available at FIJI 1 
November. ComGenSoPac after conference with action adees submit proposed 
plan for movement of units concerned, including arrangements for command 
support timing and sequence. Make maximum exchange equipment to reduce 
shipping burden. For next operation make preparations use 3rd MarDii~2 

Nov.37th Diviston in assault with AMERICAL DIVISION at FIJI in support. 



Joint Chiets t Start - 012116 September.) 

t.ASIS A.. OtganJ.•• aacl . tratn t~ea tot amphibious opertttiou in thll 
Cen'tral Pacitic; 

a. Secure control of the ~... ISt.AHDS by ca.ptur~, OCOUPJiag. 
de.ten<U.ng and dtn'elopil'l.l ba••• tbereu. 

c. Upon· ~-p~etion or dU~1og the e.occapl1Sb:m.ent et ''*k 8 ni&e· o• 
ooatrol WAD,. EM!WETmf, ancl !US.!\I.. · 

!o prepare te gain control ot the CAROLIUF.S. 

ro intliict losses on the ·~· 

to improw the securitv ot the linea or c~oation• • . 

fo support other per.ationa in the PACifiC and IIDIA:B OOEAlJS 
by ext•nding the preeau.re on the. Jap.atutae. 

Th.at coming opEtrationa tOF capture of' tle.texaded baee• 11111 be 
lllOUlltod a'ti Pi:AB.L and aeleeted posi tlona !n ·tne SOUTH PACil'IC Area 
ana. that aepare.te objeotlvn ril1 be seised. by ailn.u.l taneoUJ attaeke. 

A. S~tace force•• com:b~.tan't Pa~i.t:i.o Pleet (tenta:·tive tt$t:l.Uted 
requir~& 6 BB, 1 OOB. 6 CV, 6 cv·L .. 1 C\11, 12 CA, 3 CI .. (AAl.. i 
98 P!J. 16 .u~ a DB) and· 6411pbi.btous a)Lips t1rtrl craft u ·signed J.>y-· 0 
fifth ptlib. ffon•oombatant (to be adde-4 to Pa.eitl-o Areas above· 
current levels) 3S Ate. a AF II 4 AO, 6 4\.<ltl. 

s .• A1~ f'on••·• Paoltio 'rl.Gt·t ne:ral e.ireia.tir exoluaiv~aJ og thea& 
""" 1f' ':r.fi''X.. . ·.,. · .II . . ·~· . ·~it ft'i n. ...,.. n P&l-i~O. l;or. emptornaew.v ,,.:n. ti!S· SOU,a;a ~<J·. S'Ql$ ~~4¥, ... S'·;A. i"'AO.,~.:¥ lu 4r&"s, 
plus uni:'ta o£ the ?tli t i:r· ·r~re•• · · 

c. ~hlbi~a arid Gr~~und t~•oe.• 4i:h Jkr.ine Oi:ri8ion. Sbd 1lar!ne 
rein!'oto•d• 7Ui A~ tiil'·m ·tr:r Dtrtatana- 4 lta:rine Datonso !1attal-
i:o.ws O·:t- l rm.v equivalen~, 4 ad'V'flnced a.ir \)e.ae asse· blies.- . Iff lJ3 

1.80: 



:rolCI.S *COnt• d ......... 
' • lawl Jr;aae p.~a,ual, ~lt.·. 4 Arpa 11ff.tiu, 2 illatlae .. eup 
HeiUlq.\lfU'Wt·IJ .0 S$1"v1CO ''~ua~ou. 4 4rmW Air att~ce Sq.uadrou. 
I Ari!fl AViation I.mgkleelf battalion.~. l POrt battalion. 

!IJIGEf DAD 
target date tor- hak 1.- l Ja.uary 19U oouti!lDJa't -upon tH 

euooeaatul COJ.IlJ;'l&'b-ion of tJh8 GIL.flaf opera tiona. AI~ contin-
UIItLOe ot currently ple.rme4 U.ARWMIEL ~ratiou ~ati tm.d E'oat-
CAR!ftmlm. ~,errattona will b$ ·faltie.ted a'lou,. ~·· 1·8U lw 
t~r ad"'"U'el ln '18 GUt~ and qatnet .. JIHL.ttm Mil the . 
AUID.lALft. lSL!WDS. 
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September (GCT) 

03 0519 COM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC. __ C SSI 
This is most secret. Present intention reorganize 3rd Fleet Task Forces 
as follows effective about 14 September. Task Force 37 Rear Admiral 
Davis BatDiv 6 MASSACHUSETTS ALABAMA Desron 45 SELFRIDGE RALPH TALBOT 
PATTERSON. Task Force 38 Rear Admiral Sherman SARATOGA BRETON PRINCE 
WILL~l CruDiv 11 Desron 12 DesDiv 15. Task Forces 31. 32. 33. 34 and 
39 UL~changed. Task Forces 38 and 39 base ESPIRITU. Task Force 37 bases 
HAVANNAH. Approval requested. 

01 2148 VICE CNO to CINCPAC, cm~·12, Info COMSERVPACSUBCOM. 

Para 1. In other correspondence the .Joint Chiefs of Staff have indicated 
the availability of 9 AP for future joint Central Pacific operations. 
Thig is HiCom. Para 2. It is requested that CinCPac inform Com-12 of 
his requirements and arrange with him for the designation of the vessels 
subject to final approval of the Vice CNO. Para 3. By this method and 
early action it is anticipated that Com-12 can arrange the most satis-
factory solution. Para 4. The following should be considered in select-
ing vessels: SubPara A. Suitability for support combat operations. Sub 
Para B. Effect on transporting personnel of the joint priority list. 
Para C Probable desirability of having as many as practicable Navy manned 
NTS transports included. Para D. Assigning desired vessels to PEARL 
run in order to keep them in position. Sub Para E. Returning transports 
from South and Southwest Pacific direct to PEARL, or as designated by 
CinCPac. Para 5. Army and WSA vessels allocated to Army will be con-
sidered in selecting vessels. Para 6. Keep Vice CNO informed of per-
tinent matters in making above arrangements. 

05 2135 COMCENPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSUBPAC, COM 5TH PHIB. 

Request NAUTILUS be made available about 16 September for operations to 
be proposed to ComSubPac by Com 5th Phib. HiCom. 

05 1912 COMINCH to CIUCPAC Info COMSOPACFOR. 

HiCom. Your 270355 of July. Cominch requests information forces 
coverine; ELLICE ISLAND Operation. 

08 0203 CINC POA to COMGENCENTPAC Info COMINCH, MARCORPS, COM 14. 

For operations JCS 012115 not to all addressees desire you secure four 
Army equivalent of Marine Defense Battalions. Uew Subject. To provide 
Marine Defense Battalion for BANKRATB desire Army relieve 1st Marine 
Defense Battalion at PAL1viYRA by 15 October. Consider present garrison 
at CH~IST~~S can be redistributed to provide adequate defense for both 
CHRISTMAS and PALMYRA. 

08 1925 COMINCH to CINCPAC .. 

HiCo~. Preliminary s t udy by Joint Chiefs of Staff indjcates Pacific troop 
lift critic~l until at least June 1944. Effect of shortages on operations 
beine; examined. For use in this connection request immediate estimate your 
troop lift required in AP's referred to in VCNO 012148 together with location 
date and total time AP's rr1ny be required. In view of above it is essential 
that the demands upon AP availabi1i ty be kept at a minimum. 18 0 5 



September (GCT) 

08 2131 CINCPOA to COHGENCENTPAC Info COMINCH, MARCORPS, COH 14. 

Desire you furnish by 15 December 3 Army Defense Battalions for 
Central Pa.c"ific operations. These are in addition to units mentioned 
in my 080203. This is HiCom. 

08 1801 CO~IH·:CH TO ADlviiRALS NIMITZ, H...ALSEY, CARPENTER: GE1TERAL 1\ICA.RTHUR Info 
C HTCPAC, COMSOYIESPACFOR, COMSOPACFOR. 

IIiCom. For Admirals Nimitz Halsey Carpenter only latter pass to 
Qcneral McArthur. British may offer use of 2 N:sLS01TS 2 VALIANTS 3 to 
5 cruisers and 7 to 9 destroyers in U.S. Pacific theater of operations 
from about November 1st for 3 to 4 months. Addressees comMent on use 
which each could Make of these ships during stated period. 

11 1227 COH 7TH FLT to ACTION Info COM 3RD FLT, CINCPAC. 

Addressees only decode. HiCom. After conference with General MacArthur 
and with his concurrence submit following comment requested your 081801. 
As e.s signment craft outlined in your despatch closely related to current 
and future operations this area following analysis is presented. Dexter-
ity contemplates 2 strong runphibious movements through Vitiaz Strait·for 
simultaneous occupation of Saidor and Cape Gloucester. Anticipated 
strong enemy surface air and submarine reaction will require stronger 
escort forces to ·cover increased length and density 01-1.r lines of commun-
ication. Para. Require for accomplishment above tasks: A. 2 US Desrons 
for close support and cover of amphibious operations. B. 4 cruisers and 
8 destroyers to provide strong cover a~ainst surface forces in Solomon 
and Bismark Seas and necessary additional strength for ocean escort. C. 
4 Australian destroyers continue escort east Australia. End of Part 1 
Part 2 follows. 

11 2353 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info ComGen SAMOA, COLUNCH, CTF 15. 

To support action of my OpPlan 14-43 briefed in ny dispatch 112225 desire 
if practicable you strike NAURTT night of 18 Sept East Long date. Purpose 
to deny air operations. 

12 0251 CIT\TCPAC to VICE CFO Info COMHJCH, COMSOPAC, COHCENTPAC, COMSERVPAC, COM-12, 
COMAIRPAC, COMFIFTHPHIB, STJBORDCOl~SERYPAC, COHGEN SAMOA. 

11ydis 140325 Aug and in reply urdis 092039 neither of which to all adees. 
Desire the 18 EC-2 assigned as follows. (A) As manJr as required to be 
made available to ComTwelve for cargo loadi:ne; of GALVAHIC advanced base 
assemblies. Destination FRAY. These to be allocated to meet earliest 
possible readiness dates of Base Components for loading and two of them 
should be of converted type for troops. (B) Number as necessary for 
landing craft unit :r1ydis 040639 urdis 091904 plus filler cargoes ·or drummed 
petroleum products and dry provisions later to be designated. Destination 
Samoa:"l Area probably WALLIS.. (C) At FHAY in early Oct one of troop con-
verted type for which J. H. Kincaid then due is sugcested. Request Com-
Twelve advise estimated number of EC-2's remaining after above needs are 
met and will then either make this balance available for joint priority 
carco list to FRAY or for other CentPac needs not now predictable. 

1806 
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September (GCT) DECI.ASSJFJ 
"! 12 0359 CINCPAC to cm,! INCH Info COMSOWESPACFOR, COl~SOPAC, GE\ITER.t\.1 MCARTHUR. 

HiCom. For Admirals King Halsey Carpender only latter pass to General 
I:IacArthur. If force mentioned your 081801 is assigned Pacific Fleet it 
should operate a.s a unit and not as a mixed force. If in Central Pacific 
it might be used as a separate covering or supportin·g force on the south-
ern f~ar:k of GALVANIC or latter operations. Lor.;istic support including 
.runmun1t1on supply would add to complexities. Preferable assignment would 
be to SoPac Area and withdraw additional U.S. units to Central Pacific 
for employment there. Believe best use units mentioned is to bolster 
British Eastern Fleet for attack on Japan's western defense perimeter 
thereby widenine; their front that must be vip;orously defended. If that 
is practicable then assignment to 7th Fleet for similar purpose is in-
dicated as more profitable than use in Pacific Ocean Areas. Such arrange-
ment might permit greater freedom in moving units of the u.s. Pacific 
Fleet. 

12 0251 C INCPAC to VICE CNO Info COM INCH, C 0'.1SOP 1\.C, COMCENTPAC, COMSERVPAC, 
co~J:TV}ELVE, COMAIRPAC, Cm/FIFTTIPHIB, SUBORDCOMSERVPAC, COMGb11 SAiillOA. 

~~yDis 140325 Auc. and in reply Urdis 092039 neither of which to all 
adees. Desire the 18 EC-2 assi~ned as follows. (A.) As many as required 
to be made available to eomTwelve for cargo loadine of GALVANIC advanced 
base assemblies. Destination FRAY. These to be allocatted to meet 
earliest possible re~diness dates of base components for loading and 
two of them should be of converted. type for troops. (B) Number as neces-
sary for landing craft unit MyDis 040639 UrDis 091904 plus filler cargoes 
of drwmned petrole1w products and dry provisions later to be designated. 
Destination SAMOAN AREA probably WALLIS. (C) At FRAY in early Oct. one 
of troop ~onverted tJrpe for which J .H. KINCAID then due is suggested. 
Request ComTwelve advise estimated number of EC-2's remaining after 
above needs a11 e met and will then either make this balance available 
for joint priority carco list to FRAY or for other CentPac needs not 
now predictable. 

11 1234 cm:I 7TH FLEET to COMINCB Info COl~ 3:!lD FLT, CINCPAC .. 

E:iCom. This is part 2 and last part of my 111227. D. Craft on West 
Coast AUSTRALIA perform tasks now ass i f;ned. Para. This will require, 
refer to subparacraphs in order e;iven above: Aa DesRon 5, retention of 
DesDiv 7 now tcnporarily assie;ncd, plus 1 additional US DesDiv. B. 3 
British cruisers and 8 British destroyers · from craft available your 
despatch, plus SHROPS~IIRE available this area in October, 2 of cruisers 
requested required to replace AUSTRALIA and HOBART due for overhaul and 
mo dernization. C. 4 Australian destro~rers now available for escort 
East Coast AUSTRALIA. D. Craft now e.vailable West Coast AUSTRALIA. Also 
r equire retention 4 APD's now temporarily assigned for amphibious opera-
tions. NEI;SOUS and VALIANTS not suitable for current and pending opera-
tions this areaa 
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14 0427 Cm!Lt\IRSOPAC to COMAIRSOLS Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, COMGEN SAMOA, CTF 15. 

'I'his is most secret. Op Ord 12-43. In order to reduce capacity enemy 
to hinder our Central Pacific operations this force will strike NAURU 
on ni~ht 18-19 September local date. Air Solonons attack with all 
practicable bombers air facilities and aircraft at NAURU Airdrome. 

14 0829 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSERVPAC, COM 12, COHfiFTHPHIBPAC, COMCENTPAC, 
VICE CNO, STJBCOMSERVPAC, ARMY C OF S. 

HiCom. Usinc: the same item letters in UrDis 111603 this answers the 
questions therein not already covered by my 120147 and 120251. (A) San 
Rrancisco area to meet earliest possible readiness dates for loadinc of 
G .. I.\.LVANIC advanced base assemblies estimated to be. between dates 22· 
September and 6 October. (B) For units mentioned under (A) preceding 
plus i terns of joint priority 1 ist for Which remaininG space may· be 
available. (D) None. (E) Desire all 7 AI)A proceed direct to lNest 
Coast or via there to PEARL from where they will be returned to West 
Coast for training by ComPhibTraPac. Concur in availability during 
foregoing voyav,e or voyages for joint priority Jist items whose desti-
nations are not beJrond PEARL. It is expected that the 18 AK' s requested 
in my 090043 August will be fully employed to support CentPac operations . 
Should circumstances not now foreseeable permit any of these to be 
used temporarily for general pool service in PACIFIC OCEA!T AREAS appro-
priate action will be taken by CinCPac. 

10 0326 COMTRtiNSGR 3RD PHIB to FSS ALI-IENA ( AKl\.9) Info PD NOU!'IiEl\., SIC REAR EC:I:2LOT'J 
3RD NEV~ ZEALAND DI\T; CO ADVANCE !TAV BASES ~TOUHRI\: 00 IS'.e PLI\TOON 49'EH 0)~ CO. 

etc, . 
ALTIFHA, at NOUMEA on Sept 11, at dock assigned by Port Director, comJnence 
loading cargo and personnel from list furnished by ComGen SOS SPA to in-
clude the following units; Rear Echelon 3rd NZ Div, 10 officers, 73 en-
listed (includes 3 US Army enlisted) _tq;prox 108,000 cu. ft. t=;en. cargo, 
13500 S'}.ft. vehicles (6 lifts over 5 tons) Advance Naval Bases 1 approx 
400 tons, construction equipment -75000 cube. lst Plat 49th ~·~ Graves 
~ogistration Co 1 officer 1 24 enlisted 1,5000 cube gen carzo and 4 ve-
hicles approx 500 sq.ft. In space remaining load vehicles fro~ 1st Corps 
Hotor Transport Bn FMAG. ATS requested to furnish loading details, pre-
pare loadinr: plan and cargo manifest for prompt airmail delivery to usual 
adees. E'rD 1JOTJMEA Sept 17. Units concerned requested to submit complete 
shippine; ·data to ComSerCom for purpose of effecting efficient loadinG• 

15 0634 COMSOPAC to EA ;ART~TITR Info !!I\IIITZ, KING. 

~lost secret. Com.rn.unications received this date indicate thn.t CominCh 
still contemplated BUIN FAJEi1 operation be conducted 15 October - 30 
No"~tomber and that KI2TA DTJ1CA operation be conducted 1 December - 31 Jan-
u::try concurrently vvith your Eastern* NEH BRITAIN operations. Such con-
cept precludes the possibility of providing any but ~ost extreme range 
fighter protected day strikes and unescorted niEht stri~es on RABAUL 
durinc your CAPE GLOUCESTER operation. Para. The Y.IETA BUY.A require-
ment also precludes. practical consideration of seizure of airdrome sites 
in I%IFRF.SS ATJGUSTA DAY Area. Para. I am further advised by Nimitz that 

- cont'd-
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15 0634 COMSOPAC to MACA-qTHUR Info NIMITZ, KI"!'IJG (cont'd) 

there is an overall shortage of APA and that he hopes to be able to use 
in the 15 l'Tovember MARS!IALLS operation 5 of those now in SoPac Area.~ 
Para. From the fore~oing you will see that I am in a most difficult 
position as to planning. As the SoPac dirce is aimed a~ -the same Jan 
Area as your IT:N BISMARK push I am most anxious to achieve the closest 
possible teamwork with you in order to confuse and destroy our enemy and 
would gladly undertake to implement any plan you deem necessa~r. You 
will a~preciate that in order to proceed with MY plans I must have clar-
ification as to my resp0nsibilities. I refer your further to my 150644 
addressed to Nimitz. l)ara. I am sendinc General Harmon and Colonel 
Riley to report to you to present additional aspects of my study of So-
Pacs forward movements. 

15 0635 CO~.TSOPAC to CINCPAC Info CINCSOTlESPAC, COHINCB:. 

Host secret. This is Part 1 of 2 my 150644 •. For Nimitz. Referring 
your letter of G September and to my 150634 addressed to MacArthur. 
Revised estimate of South BOUGAilNIL~E situation indicated direct at-
tack definitely undesirable so therefore offered for iv'lacArthurs con-
sideration an alternate plan involving strangulation South BOUGAPT\TILLE 
by occupation TREASURY ISLAND and C:IOISEUL Bay Area. On basis of his 
recently expressed interpretation of ELKTON 3 MacArthur desires neutral-
ization of RliBATTL by SoPac air during his landing on CRPE GLOUCESTER in 
December and therefore asked me to review situation with view to obtain-
ing airdrome sites in BOUGAINVILLE from which fighter escorts could op-
erate acainst R~BAt~ in December. This automatically would reqnire land-
ing on BOUGAIJfi.TILL5 about 1 November to permit timely construction of 
airfields. Fichter radius would impose the necessity of location some 
northwest of BTJIN Area. West Coast more feasible than East Coast for 
direct jump and northern L111PRESS AUGUSTA Bay Area tentatively selected 
as most likely site • . Believe EH.PRESS AUGUSTA Bay project r-ossible but 
it would be a. hazardous major operation and is not in accord with graphic 
timetable enclosed in King's letter of 6 September. Para. I ernestly 
recommend that my command relations be clarified at once in order that 
both MacArthus and I may know whether SoPac is com.tnitted to RUIH YIETA 
BTJKA objectives and timetable or shall carry out operations deemed by 
MacArthur to be best suited to the overall succesG of SowesPa.c-SoPac 
campaie;n. 

15 0644 Handle as most secret this part 2 and final of my 150644.. Paragraph. 
With reference to your use of APA's. Amphibious assaults in this area. 
should be condncted during dark of the moon for considered reasons and 
if 5 of SoPacs 8 APA' s are used in the M:.A.RS1Lli..LLS 15 November they will 
not be availRble here 1 I'Tove·,nber nor 1 December. And unless all are 
retnrned to SoPac rromptly major landinb operations will not even be 
possible dnring the Christmas new rr1.oon. Early a0-vice in the premise is 
requested so that I may plan accordingly and inform Ma.cArthnr. Para. 
1fo additional Pacific Fleet support of south DOUGAINVILLE operati.ons 
required other than such stra.tee;ic dispositions of carriers with scret?ns 
as you may consider necessary to counter Jap dispositions. ParR. In 
order to Eive you the best possible picture of various aspects of the 
SoPac situation repropose to sned Cafjney to PEARL early next 1Nee1t liS 09 
you apr>rove .. 



Septenber Gcrr 

16 0137 CIN_CPAC to CUMSOFAC Info cm.HNCR, co~:SOT'iE~PAC. 

For Halsey Einc MacArthur. Your 150644 I do not consider the graphic 
time table prepared by CominCh Plans Division and sent to me with copy 
to you by Ki11.g;' s letter dated 6 September to be a directive. As King's 
forwardinG letter to me states, it merely sets forth the trenendous 
planning problem for the conduct of the Pacific Campaig:n. It is m~r 
understandinE that your directives for post CARTVffiE1~ as well as CA~T­
WHEEL will flow from the Joint Chiefs of Staff thru HacArthur as in 
JCS 290183 ~arch. I have not and do not propose to issue directives 
which will conflict with those flowing from the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
~.1y letter to you dated 6 Septemher included one parae;raph explorine; 
the possibility of using five 3rd Phib APA's for the MARSTIALL operation. 
The targer date for that operation is l January 1944. 

16 0310 CIFCSOVYESTPAC to -qA.LSEY Info }TIHITZ, KING. 

HiCom for Halsey only for action for Nimitz and King only for informa-
tion. King pass to Marshall with reference despatches. Reference Com 
3rd Flts 150634 and 150644. Appreciate the difficult position in which 
you are placed. Will be glad to confer with Hn.rmon. It was my under-
standing that your resources were not to be diminished beyond your needs 
during the operation except by direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
The order of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is clear and explicit on unifying 
the command direction of our campaign. Any deviation therefrom not only 
places you in an extremely embarrassing position but threatens the future 
success of the entire operation. I am sure that both Admiral King and 
Admiral Nimitz will clearly recognize this fact. 

18 0355 C INCPOA to COMINCH Info COMGENCENTPAC, CO!'ISERVPAC, COMCENTPACFOR. 

Propose widening and deepening TE BUABUA CHAN1lliL FUNAFUTI to 45 feet by 
600 feet to permit entrance Major Fleet units thus providing new secure 
anchorage supporting initial phases Central Pacific Campaie;n. TE AVA FUAGEA 
control depth now 40 feet but channel tortuous. Army engineers state 
dredging conditions best at TE BUABUA. · Estimate completion 1 January 1944 
using Arny engineers and Arrm; dredges PACIFIC and MACKENZIE to move about 
half million cubic yards. PACIFIC now available at CANTOU and MACKENZIE 
probably available at MIDWAY end October. Para. These and possibly other 
dredges may be required later in lv1ARSHALLS. CG CentPa.c has made despatch 
request to War Dept for authority control employment all .Pacific Arrrrt dredges 
as situation demands. Para. Request your approval. 

18 2042 COMINCH to CINCPOA Info COMCENTPACFOR, COMSERVPAC, cm~mENCENTPAC. 

Your 180355 approved. This is IIiCom. 
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18 2347 C INC PAC to COMINCH ..!_r_:fo BUPERS, COMCENTPAC, . COMFIFTHPHIBFOR, COMFIFTHPHIBCORPS •. 

Request no relief be ordered for RAd Hill as ComBatDiv 4 until after 
GALVANIC. · If approved Hill _ will use MARYLAND a.s his flagship for that 
operation.. MARYLAND COLORADO will operate under ComBatDiv 2" No transport 
with required communications available for Hill to use as assault group 
cornmande r" 

19 1629 COMINCH to CINCPAG, CO:MCENTPAC Info BUPERS. 

Handle this with utmost secrecy. Use of MARYLAND purpose mentioned your 
182347 not satisfactory. -16 inch battleships should not be given secondary 
conbat duties" Assign vessel of Ba.tDiv 3 ~s Flagship for Hill .• 

21 2219 COMIUCH to GINCPAC Info COMPHIBTRAPAC, COMSOPAC, COMCENPAC, CINCLA1~~-
,.-- ·cm.15TLIPHIB, COM5TIIA1\'TPHIBCOR. 

Very secret. 3:ICOH. Urdis 210253 not to all info adees. Expect APA's 
~;fA.YNE, DUPAGE, S:S~-TORE, 30LIVAR can arrive San Diego by 1 1\fovember. 
SlJM~ER, CALLAVvl\Y by .8 November. FAYgTTE by 25 November. Last 3 can be 
expedited only by reduc inc shakedovm. If you consider warranted will 
authorize reduction not exceeding 1 week. Expect BELLEGROVE (LSD2) and 
EPPHtG FORREST ( LSD4) each equipped with 14 LCM ( 3) available at San 

. Piego by 15 November. Regarding 5 XAP your term tta.bove current levels" 
not clear. IIoweyer, the 9 AP's being assir;ned you in accordance Vice 
CNO a.innailgran 012148 are maximum number that can bo made available 

,_ without unacceptable further delay in movement of joint priority list. 
Unable reply request C wi t -::wut complete information interlocking training 
commitments tnvolved. If decision by me is essential amplify your request. 

22 0426 COM:SOPAC ·to CincSoWesPacFor Info ·· COM INCH, . C INCPAC. 

This for MacArthur, King, and Nimitz only. · This ·is most secret. I have 
issued warnin c' order. (copies by m.a;i1) mounting offensive operation to 
comr.1ence about 1 November in accordance with l of 2 plans. Plan 1 calls 
for seizure and 9ccupation of TREASURY ISLAUD for installation Radar, 
advance PT base, and staging area and North Et1PRESS AUGUSTA BAY area 
(vicinity PURUAT1i. Mission) for construction of air-fields .in vicinity 
latter area~ · Plan 2 (alternate) in 2 phases; Phase l, seizure and occu-
pation TREASU Y ISLAND and CSTOIS1DUL BAY area, :f'or installi3-tion Radars, 
establishment advanced PT, bas~s and construct-ion airfields in CHOISEUL 
BAY area in preparation for Phase 2; Phase 2, seizure and occupation 
airfields in 1TUMA Htn·,~A ( TEN];KA1J) area, BOUGAHNILLE I SLAND, during latter 
part of December 1943. Forces for this phase to be a:signed lo.ter. 
Final selection of plan dependent on result of reconn·aissanoe despatched 
via submarines 21 September to 11U1Vf.A. NUMA, KII~TL and EMPRESS AUGUSTA I3AY 
areas .. 

OECLASS\f\EO d ~ , . co 12.968 . as amen ev Auttton\Y · l:. i 

. HQ USEUGOM 
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OECLASSfflEO 
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210253 CINCPAC to Cominch Infd COM.SOPAG, COBGENTPAC, CGM 5TH P.E_,g3FOR, 
COM 51,H AMPBIBCOR, COMPHIBTRAPAC. 

Hicom. It appears t raining 4th Mardiv for Bankrate Operat i ons 
may be s o delayed by late arrival on west coast of APA' s that 
target date Bankrate oper-ation 't(i ll bo affected . All present 
PacFleet assault shipping ful ly com:ni. tted to Cart·wheel and Gal -
vanic . ·Indications are thnt next 7 APA~ s vti l l n ot be avai l able 
4th J,:atdi v until nid- No vemher . Optimum for traini ng is 12 APA ' s 
·and 3 AKA ' s in San Di ego by mid-November.. Para . It is :r.1ost 
de sir~ ab l e t h a t t empo of Centr al Pacif i c Campaign n o t 1;e silowe d 
dovm by t he l ack of adequate numbe r of as s aul t . bottoms. Request 
(A) r .e a dine ss Sumpter, Wayne , DuPorge Elmore Bolivar · Call away 
Faye t te be expedi ted to per:mi t all arri "~TO San Diego by 1 No-
vember (3 ) 5 XA.PS ab ove curr ent 1eve ls and ,z LSD 's e qui ppe d 
with. 1 anding craft be made ava i. l ab l e CinCPac at San Di ego 
pr ior 15 November. ( C) 4th ~,l~r div be a-s s igned 1st prior i ty 
t raining we1rt coas t. If the above is done . t he 4th Mar div can 
s a il f r om we s t c oas t by 15th De cember . 

24 0405 CINCPAC t~ COMINCH Info COMGENTPACFOR. 

This is Hi Com. Reque.st reconsideration your 191629. MARYLAJ:iD preferred 
to ship BatDiv 3 for following reasons. Had planned use TENNESSEE with 
BatDiv FOUR to operate with assault of 2nd Marines and PENNSYLVANIA with 
BatDiv 3 with assault of 27th Division. Necessity for assembly of ships 
of each assault group for training and rehearsals makes interchange battle-
ships or ships or assault groups very difficult account present location 
ships and Navy Yard status and mounting operations at widely separated 
points. As MARYLAND has slow speed while all ships BatDi v 3 have good 
speed the substitution of a ship from latter division is considered tac-

.tically undesirable. Early decision requested in order permit installation 
necessary additional communication facilities in selected ship. 

25 0359 CINCPAC to COMQEN 4th MARDIV, COMCENTPACFOR Info COMGEN 5th PHIBCORPS, MARCOR. 

4th MarDiv assigned Com 5th PbibCorps for duty to permit coordination of' 
amphibious training subject to limitations C·ominCh 171431. 

DECLASSIFIED . 
Authorm~o ro HQ ••~y. ~I 12958 . 

USEucoM ' 8$ amended 
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SECRET DECLASSiffED 

23 0349 CINCPAC to. ALPAC. 
Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HOUSEUCOM 

UT!.TOST SECRET. ]cco.pitulated definitions and instructions for hand-
line; dispatches of special classifications follow. Quote IIiCorn •. 
Deoit;nation for messages vihich should be shm·m only to senior officer 
in each comr~and addressed and given only ~bsolute minimum internal 
distribution directed by him in each specific case. Quote U.tmost 
Secrecy or Highest Secrecy. normally reserved for Messages concerning 
important future operations and shall be given minimum current dis-
seMination. 1'_2uote Ultra or Super.. ~,Iaterial gained from decryption 
enemy despatches e.nd important non obvious deductions from their 
special communication securitJr methods. Extreme secure methods of 
handline ~nd minimwn internal distribution required. Only narrowest 
d~stribution machine cryptographic systems or one ti~e cipher will 
be employed \.vi th exception in instances where absolutely necessary 
and operational directives will ~lot serve in which case ·use only 
hie;hest security minimum distribution system vri th barest essentials 
and least use of exact dates times positions and names of units in 
order to avoid any connection with source. Words ultra. or super in 
text required to identify this classification of message. Except for 
safe stowae;e on shore by area conmanders all others burn as soon as 
possible never carrying into combat. Hhen unavoidably combined with 
other material this intelligence to be removed from dispatches before 
filinc substitutinr_: word super therefore in blanks. File this despatch 
with material designated for first priority destruction in the event 
of possible sinking or capture r~aintaininr only reference and location 
in normal files. Destroy all translations of MyDis 212345 Feb . 
200717 Mar. and 020257 April. 

f 

25 ·2238 C0'1.1GEH SAMOA to CCliSOPAC Info CINCPAC, COMAIRSOPAC. 

-8AUOAN area airfields. UPOLU complete .. TUTUILA TAFU1TA complete 
LEONE 95% conplete. WALLIS fields complete SA':_1ELLITE field additional 
taxiwa~/S and plane hides totul complete 16. 10 under construmtion 
11~~ conplete. Relocating wideni:nr; and resurfacinr; ne-vr taxiways and 
hardstands 40% complete. 27 hardstands now ready. FUNAFUTI field 
conplete taxiway 97~~ complete blast pens 99j~ complete. HANUGEA fibhter 
runway 2fo complete temporary fif;hter runway 80% usable except extreme 
wet weather. Bomber runway 25;~.. Ha.rdst~nds for 30 VI1, or VSB 20%. 
FUY:UFETAU fichter runway 25/~. VF hous inc and facilities 5%. Bomber 
runway 5~~ complete. VBH hous inr; n.nd fn.cili ties none. Ta.xivmy west 
end of fighter strip to each end bomber strip 51o. 

26 0439 CI"-JCPAC to COMEJCH Info C01.'GEHCWTTPAC, C0~'1GE!J SAMOA .. 

I 
denial 

Ref Trwk C JCS 202204 July. As a result of extensive detailed study based 
on further photo reconn~issance and questioninf~ competent British enGineer 
vvho lived on NAURU 18 years prior Jap occupation, I consider that the cap-
ture defense development n.nd locistic support of that island as part of 
GALVAl!IC will involve losses of r,ersonnel and rrtaterhtl and a log:istic bur-
den which outweigh advnntar;es. Para 2 .. I concur-with Army Harine amphibious 
commanders concerned that capture requires employment 1 division and prob-
ability of losses which makes success doubtful .. Para 3 shippinG available 
for GALV.AlTIC is short 2 APA and 5 AKA indicated to be available by JCS 
directive. This necessitates assnult employment 5 AP., Para 4 .. As alterna-
tive I recoJTli'lend the capture and development of }1.1AKIN plus vic;orous 

UAURU during operation.. This tD.sk is vri thin assault shipping cn.pnc1_-tg13 



/ September (GCT) 
... SECRl:I._ 

26 .0439 CHJCPAC to CC1\'I INCH Info C0:1GENCENTPAC , COHGEH SA~.lOA . -Cont' d-

provides a c ceptable ·alternate search and str ikine base and r educes 
losses and locistic burden to acceptable figures. I·ara 5 . After oc -
cupation ·r·IARSHA.LLS c onsider situation NAURU vrill bec ome s :imilar to 
that of KISEA after our capture of ATTU. Para 6. Corninch c oncurs 
in forer;oinE and recor:1mends approval by J oint Chiefs of Staff. 

27 1805 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info WAR DEPT. 

HiOom. Joint Chiefs of Staff approve paragraph 4 your 260439. In 
forwarding concurrence the Chief of Staff US Army states the Commanding 
General, A~ Air Forces, however, wishes to point out the implications 
(which may have already been coniidered) in abandoning the seizure of 
a single island which contains air base facilities ready for immediate 
use and, instead woiwa taking an island with only potential air base . 
capabilities, especially since the latter action includes the possibility 
of losses to our Fleet from the Japanese land bases air forces in 
the MARSHALLS • 

29 Ol39 CINCPAC to COMGENCENTPAC, COMGEN SAMOA, COMCENPAC, COMSOPAC. 

KOURBASH has been substituted for AMPHORISM as GALVANIC objective. 
This is HiCom. 

30 0239 COH'iOPAC to CINCPAC Info COHINCH, COMG:R~ SOPAC. 

Cominch 181430. This is most secret. On basis of known air-
craft commitments:-completion base and airfield construction, 
effect of operations outside theater upon SoPac defenses and 
e.ssuming post CAT~T\'1IE:ET.J mission for SoPac will be seizure NEW 
IP~IJA.JID !~~,. r H.AlT(YVF.-q requirements for entire present SoPac geo-
graphical area are given for phases described below. For b 
brevity and disregarding some differences in organization and 
functions, all 'infantry is in terms Army units, antiaircraft 
in AA gun groups, seacoast ertillery in harbor defense bat-
tali.ons, construction units in Sea bees or Navy base mainte-
nance units. Are a reserve and Army service units necessary to 
sustain garrisons not included. Part 1 of 2 my 300243. 
1st Phase (present positions and preparation assault BOUGAIN-
VILLE). For garrisons: 4 Divisions plus 2 Ens. 18 ~un groups, 
13 harbor defense bns., 21 and 1/2 SeaBees, 8 and 1/2 special 
Sea Bees, 21 and 3/h maintenance units. For BOUGAIINILLE as-
sRult~ 3 Divisions, 3 gun groups, 2 harbor defense bns., 7 
SeaBees plus 1/2 special SeaBee. 2nd Phase (completion BOU-
GAINVILLE operation and initiation KAVIENG assault} for gar-
risons: 3 Divisions plus 4 sep. regts, 13 and 1/4 gun groups, 
13 harbor defense bns, 14 SeaBees, 8 and 1/2 special SeaBees, 
37 and 1/4 malntenance units. For KAVI ENG assault: 3 Division: 
J gun groups, 3 harbor de f esne bns, 5 SeaBees, 2 special Sea-
Bees. 

30 021}3 COMSOPAC to CI NCPAC Info COMINCH , COMGEN SOPAC. 

Most Secret. Par t 2 and f inal my 300243. Part 1 was 300239. 
Para . 3rd Phase (se i zur e l'ONAPE and consolidation NEVI I RELA1ID) 
(Cont'd. next page ) 1814 
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Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
'HOUSEUCOM 

30 0243 COMSOPAC To CINCPAC Info COMINCII, COMGEN SOPAC - Continued .... 

For garrisons: 3 Divisions plus 4 separate regts., 12 gun 
1 groups, 15 harbor defense bns, 13 SeaBees, 10 and 1/2 special 

.SeaBees, 44 maintenance units. Para. 4th ·Phase (seizure TRUIQ 
For garrison: 3 1/2 Divisions, 9 1/4 gum groups,8 harbor de-
fense bns, 11 SeaBees, 10 special SeaBees, 43 maintenance 
units. Para. Schedule movements to rear area for rehabili-
tation,. Prior to 2nd Phase 2 Divisions. Between 2nd and Jrd 
Phase 2 Divisions. Between )td and 4th Phase J. Divisions. 

30 0631 CINC EASTERN FLEET To CINCPAC. 

Most Secret. ·co1e has given me your message which I greatly ~ppraoiate. 
You may be assured that .. STRAIT STRIKES" are very much in my mind and 
will ce·~tainly be executed directly my ships are withdrawn from MEDITER-

( 
~NEAN Where they have been·emp1oyed to very good advantage. , October GCT) 

01 .0043 Allti. HALSEY to MACARTHUR nfo COMINCH., CINCPAC, COMSOPAC. 

HIC(l.! • For MACARTHUR only. Admiral HALSEY originates .• Based on in-
formation obtained by recent reconnaissance Northern EMPRESS AUGUSTA 
BAY Area, have selected .Plan .No. 1, my 001901 of 22 September and my 
220426. Dog day 1 November. Request your concurrence. 

05 0249 CINCPOA To COMINCH. 

Study most recent photographs and hydrographic infonnation shows necessity 
for ~aking initial assaults GALVANIC near high tide. Expeditious and 
economic accomplishment a~r and gun fire support missions require suitable 
daylight period. Maximum time for landing troops equipment and supplies 
and fqr establishing beachhead 1st day is of utmost importance. As 19 
November west longitude date will best meet those requirements pl~ 
that day as D Day. Plan air strikes and operations against NAURU prior 
D Day. 

05 1605 COMINCH TO CINCPAC. 

HiCom. For Admiral Nimitz only. 19 November as recommended your 050249 .,. 
approved as firm date. 

04 2132 COMirlCH .To CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC. 

In view change in plan of forthcoming operations which presents problem · 
of air protection of an advanced position during construction of airfi~ld 
suggest consideration be given to use of HE arresting and catapulting 
units this connection. Experience gained would be of great help in 
evaluating usefulness this gear in connection planning future Pacific 
operations. 2 units nolv avai1abilie a,; Port Hueneme and 2 at Naval Air 

·Material Center Philadelphia. 

1.815 



October (GCT) 
SBGBE! 

02 1832 JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF to MACARTHUB In..f'o NDIITZ 11 HALSEY. 

PECLAsstFJED 

QUADRANT decisions as set forth in COS 319/5 insofar as they perta~ to 
the war against JAPAN were projected only so far in the future as the 
situation permitted 'When the decisions were m.ade. Until the defeat of 
GERMANY occurs • the Combined Chiefs of Start have decided to push the war 
against JAPAN by maintaining unremi ttin.g pr·essure against her from eT&ry 
direotion1 subject to the avaiiability of the means at our dispos~l. This 
pressure initiated by you in the SOUTHWEST .PACIFIC , and through Halsey in 
the SOUTH PACIFIC is now to be extended . to the CENTRAL PACIFIC and to BURMA.· 
We hope to gain some advantage from operations in CHINA, particularly air, 
in order to keep CHINA in the war and to maintain constant pressure from 
that dirtilction. A thrust from the NORTH PACIFIC is also a possibility 
though at a muca later date. ~e dispositions taken by the Japanese to 
meet our efforts will ha-.e considerable intlue_noe on the ultimate decision 
as the main effort tor the forces trom the PACIFIC and SOUTHWEST ~ACIFIC 
areas. The important thing is constant pressure from all directions until 
means become available for the kill. 
Although decision has not been made by the Chief's of Start cowring opera-
tions in the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC beyond those set forth for the seizure of 
the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, BISILAR CK ARCHIPELAGO and the North Coast of NEW GUINEA as far west as VOGELKOP, plans must be perfected for further opera-
tions beyond those phases. It appears that the next logical objective for 
the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Forces is the seizure of MINDANAO. However, it may 
be found praeti.oable to make. this effort from. the CENTRAL PACIFIC or to 
concentrate our effort in a thrust farther north through the BON'INS. Our 
rapid expansion and immediate availability ot naval surface forces including 
carriers is giving us a decided advantage in naval strength. Bot repeat not 
to make full use of this would be a serious error. We must seek the best 
method and the most fruitful area in which to utilize this asset. 
The significance of your impending discussions with the Australia Govern-
ment is appreciated. We hope you will point out that, our best chance or 
a quick defeat of the Japanese can only be obtained by applying the greatest 
possible effort with. coordinated timing along each -of the avenues of approach. 
Any let-doWA o:n the part or the Australians can only :tesult in a drag on 
operations. It is -of the greatest importance that they cQntinue supporting 
you to the utmost. 

In orde~ to capitalize on any weakening in the Japanese resi~tance in your 
area, it appears of great importance that your plans for the re-entry into 
the PHILIPPINES be perfected as quickly as possible. With the ground work 
you have already laid there., you have an excellent ohanc;ie ·of suocess in 
such. an operation as soon after you reach VOGELKOP as means become available. 
assuming that the naval , carrier offensive has made anticipated progress •. 
These plans should be developed on 2 assumptions: 

1st on the basis of a gradual build-up or the strength in SWPA generally 
at the, present rate, and 

2nd on the basis that the main effort will come in your area. 
Decision as to the ultimate plan to be adopted must necessarily be deferred. 

OECLASSIFJED 
Authority: EO 12958, as amended 
HQUSEUCOM . 181 6 



SE;CRET 
October (GCT) 

06 2251 CINCPAC to CINCBANT Info COMINCH. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority· Eo 
HQ USEucoM 12958, as amencted 

HiCom. Have lost services 6 destroyers by sinking or battle damage during 
last week. Present shortage acute and affects present and pending operations 
Request you expedite dispatch of PacFlt destroyers covered by your 031950 
and prior dispatches. Modified shakedown acceptable. 

06 1801 C INC PAC to COMCENTPAC Info COMSOPAc·. 

Re~erence CinCPac Op Plan 13-43. Desire at early date your plan to Vigor-
ously deny NAURU. Para. Minimum requirement is an attack on NAURU about 
D minus two day with 1 CV, 1 CVL, 3 CA and appropriate DD screen. Subse-
quent denial dependent on circumstances. Para. Expect that SARAmOGA and 
MONTEREY will be available for this strike. 

07 0326 COMAIRPAC to COMPHOTORON 3 Info CINCPAC COMFAIRWING 2. 

This is most secret. Incident to photographic reconnaissance of MAKIN 
conduct a light token bombing of MAKIN ISLAND for the purpose of inducing 
natives to leave that island for LITTLE MAKIN. No not molest LITTLE MAKIN. 
Delivery to all addressees is to be effected by officer messenger only. 

07 1720 CINCLANT to CINCPAC Info CCMINCH. 

This is HiCom, Handle with utmost secrecy. Your 062251 LUCE (DD522) 
will be ordered direct from TRINIDAD where she arrives 12 October. 
COTTEn (DD609) from HAMPTON ROADS as soon as practicable. CAPERTON 
(DD 650) from BOSTON Area 9 October. I shall endeavor to dispatch 
others as soon as rr acticable but this is dependent upon conmdttments 
over some of which I have no control. 

07 2215 C<J.1 3RD FLEET To CINCPAC Info COECENT:PAC, COMINCH, CINCSOWESPAC, 
COMSOWESPAC • 

This is most secret. CinCPac action nass info to CC!.~CENTPAC. 
Referring to recent PEARL discussions. now consider it desirable to 
have 1 additiohal light cruiser division pl11s minimum screen of 4 
destroyers to alternate with CruDiv 12 from 25 Octob~r until 12 Nov-
ember or later if Jap dis'Positions warrant. In addition to foregoing 
request (A) - ~ediate replacement of 5 DDs recently suruc or damaged 
(B) 1 division of DDs to bolster up coverag~ for longer c6mml1nication 
lines incident to DIPPER operation. 

1817 ·; 



-SECRRT 
October (GGT) 

12 0452 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, CO MINCH Info CINCSOWESPAC, BADGER. 

HICOM. Conferred 9-10 October with CinCSoWestPac conc~rning 
salient points BISMARCK-ADMI RALTY aasault informing Mac-
Arthur of highlights of 1)EARL conferences. SoWestPac and 
SoPac planners now preparing OBERLINE. plan. Next week 
SoPac base plans and SeronSoPac representatives will visit 
SoWestPac to collaborate on plans for facilities and logis-
tics. 

Tentative plan contemplates (A) SoPac assault on KAVIENG 
supported by carriers and heavy units of PacFleet;(B) 
assault on MANUS mounted NEW GUINEA assault forces to be 

·determined ·later; (C) RABAUL to be initially by-p·assed; 
(D) selection of BISMARCK fleet base site deferred until 
after occupation; (E) Lion . assembled and staled as recom-
mended by later despatch; (F) pooling of maintenance and 
supportlng shipping and facilities to be made subject of 
recommendation about 1 November. 

MacArthur desires assurance of fleets protection during 
his subsequent movement along NEVv GUINEA coast beginning 
about 1 May. . He was informed tha~ subject to CinCPac 
approval fleets strategic disposition and operations would 
be such as to deter attack in force by any c-onsiderable 
component of Japanese fleet. 

13 0416 C<Y.J 3rd FLEET to UNKNOWN (PROBABLY CINCPAC). 

Most Secfet. On about D Day ,in connection next operation purpose 
lay standard 3 row defensive mine field northwest of h~WRESS AUGUST 
BAY and 2 row offensiYe field northeast of CAPE FRim1DSHIP. Latter 
to be reinforced as soon a.s available mine layers can be reloaded • . 
Request approval. 

14 0030 COMSUBSPAC to CINCPAC. 

HiCom-. Your 130455 and Com 7th Fl·t 060937. Concur as to need for more 
submarines on West Coast AUSTRALIA but do n~t concur with necessity keeping 
12 submarines. on East Coast where targets are few and where chief value .of 
submarines lies in scouting and landing or evacuating personnel. Believe 
6 submarines on East Coast AUSTRALIA is maximum .that oan be profitably 
employed at present and this number can be gradually reduced as our land 
and surface forces advance in NEW GUINEA-SOLOMONS area. Recommend increase 
in number submarines assigned West AUSTRJU4IA be made by transferring from 
East AUSTRALIA as strategic situation periD:its and not by i'ncreasing total 
submarines assigned southwest Pacific which would be at expense of Task 
Force 17. My present number submarines available is still in.suffioi'ent to 
adequately patrol all productive areas available in Central Pacifio4l 
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Hi-Com 
SECRET 
October (GCT) 

22 1319 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC, COMNORPAC., 

HICOM ONLY In view probability of another ponferenc~ similar to 
quadrant in near future, request your broad recommendations concern-
ing sequence, timing and nature of Pacific operations as outlined in 
quadrant for 1944. 

25 0815 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info CinCSoWes.Pac~ COMINCH,., 

HICOM. Your 230315 on request of JCS General Macarthur is submitting 
Reno 3 Plan which covers the employmm t . of SoPac forces during 1944. 
HiCom. SOPAC Operational and Logistic Planners have collaborated at SDrffiST 
GHQ in matters pertaining to SOPAC Forces and have been consulted as to 
probable 'reactions in Central Pacific • When authorized by General MacArthur 
to do so I will send a representative to PEARL with .copy of proposed RENO 3. 
Halsey. 

26 0519 CTITCPAC to CCMI:t-TCH. 
lq 

Your 221319. My serial 00198 dated ~ September 1943 is a broad 
indication of sequence timing and nature of Central Pacific Operations 
during 1944. The bulk of Pacific Fleet strength will be required to 
support each assault. It is expected that FLINTLOCK will involve 
the simultaneous seizure or control of the MARSHALLS. An extension 
of that control to include ENIWETOK and KUSAIE will be a s~ultaneous 
operation. WAKE, PONAPE and TRUK will be seized in successive phases. 
YAP and the PELEWS will be seized in a simultaneous operation. All of 
these .operations will be a combination of sh'ip-shore and shore-shore 
~oves. It now appears that we will not gain control of the MARSHALLS 
before early February 1944. However experience gained in GALVANIC and 
FLINTLOCK should permit more rapid progress later sq that we .oan expect 
the MANDATES to be in our hands by the end of 1944. Para. Means for 
an advance into the KURILES in 944 are not in sight, but plans and 
preparations for- that operation are going-.forward,. Para. · South Pacific 
operations are referred to in ComSoPac 250815 which you are information 
addressee. ' 

26 2039 COMINCH, CNO to cnmPAC. 

HiCom. Treat this with . greatest secrecy. Target date for offensive opera-
tions agains~ PARAMUSHIRU has been set for the Spring of 1945~. Desire your 
recommendation regard:lng employment of Com 9th Ph:lbFor and staff with 

.central Pacific Force, possibly with 7th Army Division. 

28 0643 COMSOPAC to .CINCPAC Info COMINCH CINCSOVlESPAC CTF 37 COMCENPAC. 

This is most secret. 'Enemy forces no'v in TRUK may mo:ve south in reaction · 
to our present operations$ Request consideration immediately moving present 
TF. 37 to a position where it may assist inter.cep~ion of such move and ~t 
same time be in position to carry out assignment under ComCenPac. If enemy · 
moves south in strength recommend reas.signment thj.s task force to me. 
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22 1825 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPOA, COMNORPAC, COMNOWESSEAFRON, COMWESSEAFRON, 
COMALSEC, COMHAWSEAFRON Info COMCENTPAC, COMSOPAC, WAR DEPT COMGENCENTPAC 

Treat the following as sealed secret. X 1 X The following decisions 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff are forwarded for your fnformation and 
necessary action: (A) The category of defense in ALASKA (exclusive of the ALEUTIANS) is reduced from ttB" tc;> "Modified A tt. That of the 
UNALASKA subsector of the ALEUTIAl1S is reduced from "Dn· to "B'' and 
that of the ADAK subsector is reduced from "D'" to ttctt. As regards 
naval and air defense the category of defense for HAWAII should be 
category "D" but as .regards ground forces not less than 2 divisions, 
including ground forces in transit or training, should be considered 
adequate. (B) The garrison of ALASKA will be reduced to a ceiling of aooon by 1 July 19441 or sooner if shipping and construction require-
ments -permit. (C) The target date for planning purposes for the cap-
ture of PARAMUSHIRU will not. be earlier than the Spring of 1945. (D) 
Construction of base facilities in the ALEUTIANS for the capture of 
PARAMUSHIRU is restricted to providing staging area and facilitating 
supply for that operation. (E) 3 air bases :in the ALEUTIANS will be 
pr~pared for the operations of B29 bombers not later than Spring 1944. Para 2. A definition of category o·f defense '~Iodified A" referred to in lA 
above will be forwarded later as a separate conununication. Para. 3. 
This is COMINCH & C}IO number 4. 

29 1645 j6 C().tTINCH & CNO to CINCPAC, CINCLAY.TT, ALL SEAFRONS COMS Info ALL NAVIDIST 
COMDTS, COMDT ALASKAN SECTOR, C()INORPACOFR, CTG 26.1, COMDT COAST 
GUARD, CTF 24, CHIEF OF STAFF ARMY. 

Category of defense ·A has been modified and redefined. Revise part 
31 A F T P 155 being forwarded by mail. Joint Chiefs of Staff direct 
that upon receipt this revision the category of defense in ARGENTIA, 
BERMUDA, and in EASTERN, BULF CARIBBEAN, WESTERN AND NORTHWESTERN SEA 
FRONTIERS (less ADAK and UNALASKA subsectors) be reduoed from B to A. 
Reduce defense forces and establishments to conform. Pa8eaFron remain 
in Category B. Changes in category of defense fqr ADAK and IDJALASXA subsectors contain modification for IIAWSEAFRON promulgated to adees · 
concerned by separate despatch. CominCh and CNO number 6. 

30 0450 COMSOPAC ~o CTF 72, COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC~ CINCSOWESPAC, COMSOWESPAC 

Most Secret~ ComAirSoPac strike NAURU with such power as within your 
means on 20 November. ComTaskForce 72 place submarine your force at 
disposal ComAirSoPac as navigational aid and rescue ship arranging 
details direct with ComAirSoPao. 
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Hi-Com 
SEORET I 

October (GCT) 

26 1627 COMINCH & CNO N0.5 to CINCPAC in~o C~iSOPAC COMSOlT.ESPACFOR. 
------------------------------~---· 
Handle this as Utmost secret HiCom. Para 1._ Suggest that the time has come 
for . subs to pay more attention to the Jap Fleet and its movements which might 
affect our own operations. This could be attained by using coordinated sub-
marine groups (not necessarily against combatant ships exclusively) in areas 
where units of the Jap Navy are likely to be met. Para 2. Halsey's use of 
Task Force 72 has brought this idea to mind. Scheme is sound but might be 
expected to work better if a division or squadron conun.a.nder·were embarked in 
1 of the subs to .coordinate the operation" Para 3. Let me have your views 

·as to use ·of coordinated submarine groups such as .that now operating under 
Mamsen to extend offensive capabilities against Jap Fleet. Idea is to inter-
pose such a group between Jap base and our Fleet when latter is on the or~ 
.fensive or station group on probable line of advance of any Jap move that is 
es;imated to be impending. Para 4. 

27 2123 CINCPAC to OOMSUBPAC, C~lCENPACFOR. 

This is HiGom. ·Make comment and recommendation on CominCh 2.61627 No. 5. 

29 030a C~1 3RD FLT to CTF 39, . CTG331.3, 31.6, 31.7, CTU 31.1.5 Info CNB AND COMGEN 
FORWARD AR.RA, COMGEN .FMAC, CTG 31.1, COMINCH, CI'~TCPAC, SUPREME COMDR SOWESPAC, 
COMAIRSOLS, NAVBASE TULAGI, ALL COMGENS SOPAC, COMDES'RON 23, ALL TFC'S SOPAC. 

This will . be 6oJTI1Ilander 3rd Fleet Operation Plan 16 D-43., G.OODTD~E has 
been occupied by blue. 3rd Echelon to GOODTIME enroute to land there D. 
plus 5 daylight. 1st of 2 parts 290302. Composition 3rd Echelon Southern 
Landing Force was unit 31.1.5 is 4 LCI's 2 LST's 3 DD's Task Unit Comdr. 
Conway. 1st Echelon Blue Northern Force will land at CHERRYBLOSSCJA D Day. 
!nd echelon will land CHERRYBLOSSOM daylight D plus 5 day and 3rd 
echelon daylight D plus 10 day. Composition northern force 2nd and 
3rd echelons described in CTF 31 Oporder A 15-43. Tracks of .all fore-
going echelons will be supplied direct by originator. General task. 
This force will destroy enemy surface craft, airoraft and submarines 
attempting to interfere with approach, initiai landing and withdrawal 
of northern force beyond end 3rd echelons and southern. force 3rd echelon. 
Task organization. Task Force 39 Rear Admiral Merrill CruDiv 12 DesRon 23. 
Task Force 33 .Ma.jor General .Mitchell shore-based aircraft SoPac. Task 
Force 39 fuel depart TULAGI-PURVIS area . in time to permit arrival off 
,sr:MBO ISLAND ahead of northern force 2nd and 3rd echelons. 

29 0321 CINCPAC to OOMSOPAC Info COMINCH,COMCENPACFOR, CTF 37. 

HICOM. Your 280643 carefully conside.red. My views on employment heavyy · 
ships remain as expressed my secret serial 00975 of 28 July. Desire· 
c.ompliance my 131942 regarding designated battleships and destroyers 
reporting ComCenPncFor 0000 GCT 29 Oct. Present intention they depart 
EFATE about 29-30 October hold specified exercises and arrive NA~TDI · 
6 November fuel and depa'rt for 'GALVANIC on lOth. Change of schedule 
would interfere with preparations for GALVANIC without in my opinion 
increasing safety your forces. Your situation will be closely followed 
and support furnished if it appears necessary and feasible~ 
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October-November (GCT) 
DECLASSIFIED 31 1400 COMINOH & CNO to ,CINCPOA. Info WAR DEPT, ONO 

HICOM, Pass CCS 329/2 to ComGenCentPac, Reference paragraph 18 
Annex 1 that paper as executive agency of 6ombined Chiefs Of Staff 
CominCh directs you to plan and .train for Central Pacific Campaign 
and to request personnel eand material in. advance of specific JCS 
directives giving timing and objective of each operation. War De-
partment concurs, 

01 0057 COMSOPAC to CINCPA.C, COMINCH, CNO, QPNAV Info CUICSOWESPAC, COMSOPAC 
ADMIN, COMGENSOPAC. 

This is HiConn. Latest trends in shaping of RENO 3:: (A) Assault on 
MERCAlJTitE will be under SoWesPac Command ·launched through BOILING POINT 

from SoWesPac .bases and employing a majority of SoWesPac assault 
troops. (B) Subsequent development of air and naval facilities a~~ro­
vision of units for paO·cvation of such development at MERCA1TTILE"toc .. ,.,-r_...~ 
be a function of SoPac. (C) Assault forces MERCANTILE to be replaced 
by garrison from SoPac or SoWesPac to be determined later. (D) SoPac 
will immediately detail 3 SeaBee~ ;to ~ b-~hstaged .. in DIMINISH for eventual 
transportation to MERCANTILE. These SeaBees will initially develop 
DIMINISH staging and base facilities for forces employed in MERCANTILE 
Operation. Propose organizing SeaBees as ree;iment which will report 
to SoWesPac for temporary duty. (E) SoPac will be responsible for sei-
zure and df:)velopment of FOREARM! with SoPac f .orces augmented El_ CinCPac 
and CentPac as may be directed by CinCPac. (F) Detaj_ls of subsequent 
supply of FOREARM now under study~ Adees will be advised as early as 

, pl!acticable. (G) Propose inst~ll Lion (modified ·as necessary) in 
MERCANTILE-FOREARM-S~[NAUBULIST Area. Location to be dete~ined after 
post-assault survey. (A) in separate despatch will request first 
echelon of Lion arrive in SoPac waters by 15 March. 

03 0100 'COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info. CINCSOWESPAC, Com 7th FLT, COMIUCH. 

HiCom. Your 022026 indicates reinforcements enroute RABAUL against 
which forces now available to ComSoPa.c will be at dangerous disadvantage 
Imperative for success of CHERRYBLOSSOM landing that subsequent echelons 
move as planned.. ~ask Force 39 although still effective is reported as 
having received some minor damage and will require rearming after each 
extensive engagement. In addition to expected cruiser augmentation I 
strongly urge that Third Fleet be at once reinforced with fast battleshi.ps 
and destroyers now in SOPAC area. If enemy reinforcement base RABAUL, I 
intend interpose appropriate covering· forces to prevent atta-cks on 
convoys or TOROKINA. Halsey. 
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November (r:.nT) 

3 0915 

HiCom. Crudiv 13 end DesDiv 49 tem,porarily asRigned 
(;omnorac. Currontl;r plan detech them :f'ror:1 ComSol)Pc 
about 12 IJovember foJ."' GJ1LVP-.riiC. 2nd adc1ressee direct 
units mentioned })"Y'OCeed best speed tovrard ESJ;)TRITU. 
ConSoPac alter d E Stin~tion as des~r~d. My C~2026 
current information indiceteA ir~robability opposition 
by enemy carriE3.r~ and battleships. Paragraph Your OJOlOO 
consider thr~t hottleships should not be enployed in enerty 
8ir an.d suhrnnrine operating areas unless suitable targets 
may teasonably be expected. Paragraph In circumstances 
believe reivforcements being furnished coupled with heavy 
air supe:riori ty helil by Corr1.SoPac and CinCSo~'.resPac will 
meAt ynur requirements.. 2nd action addressee inform others 
concerned in ~is viq~nity. 

4 0446 rJOHJOPAC to ~I~JCPAO. 

This is BiCom. Your 030915 I reQuestPd use of bat~leships 
as most quickly accesBiple reinforcements v111icl1 would 
c:i v·e So1)A.c superiority· at pr0bc:J bly point of contact . 
"our 5_nforrwtion concern5 ne tTnp rein::.-.orcements .new en-
route Routh leads me to believe that vrc will still be. 
infer'ior to JRp strength ever1 .. Hi th addition of CruDiv 
13. Ji'inall;r VIi th re;feren ce to <~ ir superio:rl ty J.,_eld by 
~om':ol)ec a.nd CinCSo"resrac 2 inporta:rt point r.re offered 
for your :Purtht:r consi.derAtlon {A) Geography and distances 
from RABAUL ~nd roPec hases Are such that surface actions 
will cert8 inly be fought at ' nic;ht when 8ir sup.eriori ty 
cannot be ap~ljert (B) BxiPtence other fronts usually pre-· 
'lent eom.'ioVac Bir jarort con<iiRtent attAcks on R./J3J\.UJ.J or 
on ohjectives on 11.t:.BAUL-BOTTf"l t'1;VILJ~=:: sea <:1rea .. ]'inully 
'R. t\ Rr~ n;-l can be relnforcecl. f·t·nrrl '::~UK fp stsr than the slot 
forcA can from CentPqc. P8ra. As ~n the past we will 
hurt Jrl ps and attnck them with everyt~ling ~ re hcnre but 
h2.te +,o gi -r ·e ·t.hern an even brE-)ak. Halsey 
nef.. CruDiv lJ and DesDiv h9 tempora rily asf;igned COI11SoPPo. 
Currently plnn det r< ch thA~ fron_· Oor:Sol>fJC about 12 l~overnber. 
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November (GCT) 

-~ ... 
Z03 0915 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC, COMBA'TPAC Info COOINCH, COMCENPACFIDR, COM5THPHIBFOR, 

ca~GROUP 2 5TH PHIBFOR 

HiCom* CruDiv 13 and DesDiv 49 tempora~ily assigned ComSoPac. Currently 
plan detach th'ml from ComSoPac a.bout 12 November for GALVANIC. 2nd addressee 
direct units mentioned proceed best speed toward ESPIRITtJ. ComSoPac alter 
destination as desired~ My -022026 current information indicates improbability 
opposition by enemy carriers and battleships. Para. Your 030100 consider 
that battleships should not be. employed in enemy air and submarine operating 
areas unless suitable targets may reasonably be expected. Para. In circum-
stances believe reinforcements being furnished coupled with heavy air superiority 
held by ComSoPac and CinC SoWesPac will meet your .requirements. 2nd action 
addressee inform others concerned in his vicinity. 

04 2125 COMINCH to CINCPOA Info COMSOPACFOR, COMSCORON 88 (VS-88), VICE CNO, WAR DBPT, 
SECRETARIAT JCS, CINCSOWESPAC AREA. . 

HiCom. Referring to yo~r secret security serial 00247 of 25 October not to ~ 
all infonnation addressees the Joint Chiefs of Staff direct you to undertake 
task B in JCS despatch 012115 of September as early as possible after 1 January 
and not later than 31 January 1944. 

05 2111 CINCPAC to COWOPAG, CTG 50.3 Info COHINCH, COMBATPAC, CINCSWPAC, COMCARDIV 12, 
CO?J!CEUPACFOR, COM 5thPHIB, COM GROUP 2 5thF.riiB FOR, COMCARDIV 3. 

HICOM. Task Group 50.3 Rear Admiral Montgomery consisting ESSEX, BUNKER HILL, 
·~ IUDEPEUDENCE, and 3 destroyA,...S hereby temporarily assigned ComSoPac with 

view earliest possible strikes repeat strikes on da~maged and other ships 
in and around RABAUL. Montgomery proceed immediately at best speed toward 
ESPIRITU SANTA. Halsey issue ~ further instructions. Present intention 
withdraw these reinforcenents immediately after aforementioned operations 
for GALVANIC as planned. ComSoPac guards 4205 and 4295 lrilocycles series. 
Special air operat ional int~lligence broadcast t o zebra 5 tare on 4385 series. 

HICOM. Until we have an operating a i r fi el d i n DIPPER ( about mid-December 
at earl iest) I consider ed it es sent ial t ha t SoPac air should include 
minimum of 1 combatant carr ier division and would pref er 2 di visions i n 
order t o keep one on the firing line.. Strike of SARfi.TOGA PRTNCETON groups 
on RABAUL has temporari l y reduced somewha t the cons t an t threat of ni ght 
sur f ace r aids in force agains t our DIPPER echelons and landing area. How-
ever , the Japs have en:ough undamaged cruisers and destroyers to make our 
consol i dat ing opera.t ion tenuous . Further strikes on their combatant ships 
en r o,.tte t o and in this area can only be made effect:i vely a t pr esent by 
carrier air. Our cru'iser destroyer strength can only be use d defensively. 
This s trength , with the 'a.,ddition of CruDiv 13 and DesDi,.r 49, and vdth the 
tenpo:ra.ry operational l oan from ~ CinCSoYle sPa.c of 2 CA' s and 4 DD' s on cal l 
from MILNE BAY, is satisfactory at the l!loment. Any reduction would ">e 
serious as i.. t would permit of no relief f'rom contim.wus s tea,rning or a.lert-
r:tess against enemy pressure until our position is ·consolidated in DIPPER 
(about the end of November). · I request (A) that CruDiv 13 and DesDiv· 49 
be retained SoPac until that time or until the situation CentPa.c warrants 
their return to·~ that;. theater$ (B) that carr ier strenp:th SoPac be :i.ncre.•.~d'> ... 4· to 2 Divis ion. j • .l V 7.. 



.gi:CHB'!' DECLASSIFIED 
November (GCT) 

06 0320 CINCPAC to CENPACFOR Info OOMlf\TCH, COMGENCENPAC, COMSOPAC, COM 14, 
CINCSOWESPAC ~ COM 7TH FLEET, COMGEN SA~OA, CO\fAIRPAC, CORStJBPAC, 
COMSERVPAC. --

Dog Day for GALVANIC is delayed one day and now becomes 20 November 
West Lonbitude date. 

07 0213 Ca!SOWESPAC to COMINCH Info COM3rdFLT, CINCPAC. 

This is HiCom.. Your 111301 and my 170301 both October latter to Com 3rd 
Flt Cominch info addressee. D Day DEXTERITY now tentatively 5 December. 

09 0240 CINCPAC to COMCENTPACFOR CG CEUTPAC, CO:MAIRPAC, COMSERVPAC Info COMINCH etc 

,/ v 
08 1626 

09 2115 

10 1609 

This is HiCom. Target date for FLINTLOCK is 17 ~anuary 1944 East Longi-
. tude date. Adjust plans and procurement of materiel to accord, 

COMINCH to CINCPAC, CornSOPACFOR. 

Admirals Nimitz and Halsey only. CinCPac 072333. Further delay in 
GALVANIC wholly undesirable from my point of view not only as to taking 
first step in the Central Pacific but because it will serve to whipsaw 
enemy and decrease his capability of concentrating on any of RAVENOUS, 
GALVANIC, DIPPER or DEXTERITY. Para. A~ disappointed at available 
information re paucity of results of sub dispositions to intercept rein-
forcements TRIDC to RABAUL. 

CINCPAC to COMSOPAC info COMINCH COMCENPACFOR CENPACFOR (HOLDERS CLASS 3) 
COMAIRPAC COMSUBSPAC COMSERVPAC. 

Most Secret. Direct Montgomery with his task group upon completion op-
erations of your 080016 replenish AMPERSAUD. Report to Spruance and 
depart in time to carry out GALVANIC a.s scheduled. Para 2. Order Dubose 
with his task group after replenishing report to Sprua.nce and proce·od in 
time to rendezvous POINT N 16 1900 GCT and enroute to remain outside 600 
mile circle from AHIORISM. Para 3. Instruct Sherman with his task group 
carry out ComCenPacFor Operation Plan 2-43 without bombardment, reporting 
to ComCenPacFor prior leaving port. Para 4 attention invited to fact 
that GALVANIC D-Day is now 20 Novembe.r west longitude date. Para 5. 
Halsey acknowledge. 

COMTNGH & CNO to CINCPAC .. 

HiCom Nimitz from King. I need riot tell you that the shipping situation 
in the POA is critical. Seemy 022220. It is further involved because of 
the conflictinr.; estimates of requirements between areas and services. Give 
consideration making South and Central Pacifiq a single area for transpor-
tation of personnel with you a:s CinCPOA submitting cornbfued priorities 
after your Joint Staff has evaluated Joint r~quiremen~e. Sublj.:it comment. 
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November (GOT) -·--. 
IOECLASSIFIEQ 

13 2035 CC1:1INCH _to CINCPOA, __GOMlTORPAG .. 

This is ~IiCom. The followin~ despatch from the War Department to 
the Commanding General Alaskan Department is quoted for your infor-
mation and guidance: Quote. In order to permit the development of a 
tactical plan for the PARAMUSHIRU Landing Force the target date for 
planning purposes of which is Spring 1945 it is desired that you 
continue to actively participate in the planning for the operation 
with the Commander North Pacific ·Force and" North Area on the basis 
·of mutual cooperation" This is necessa-ry in order to take advantage 
of any unforeseen event.s. Unquote" 

13 2235 CINCPAC to COMINCH & GUO. 

HiCom Uimitz to King" Concur UrDis 101609. Combined priority list for 
Central and South Pacific Areas will be initiated and lst Joint List sub-
mitted as soon as details of preparation can be worked out satisfactorily. 
Am forwarding air mail a synopsis of the plan and policies I propose be 
established. Request approval of plans by despatch" 

18 0641 COM 7TH FLT to COMINCH, Infoz COl4CPAO, COM 3RD FLT, CmNCSOWESPAC 

HiCom. Dog Day Lazaretto landing is 2 December. This operation will be 
conducted with torees now assigned. Para. Dog Day Backhander landing will 
be between 22 and 30 December. Now estimate follolfing additicmal forces 
required. WilL canfir.m upon completion plans. 1 Squadron Destro,yers. 
1 D1 vision of which required CruDi T 15 Tas.kf'orce and 1 Di TisiOD supplement 
escort tor leading and resupply as outlined tr 080311 October. 6 APD'S 
in addition to 4 now in area until completion landing 24~000 ~roops. 
Can 3rd Fleet will be requested loan the additioaal APD'S until moTement 
completed. MacArthur concurs. 

18 1637 CONTNCH to CINCPAC I r r c 

This is HiCom.. Com 3rd Fleet 152235. Have initiated program to expe.di te 
repassing to you of PacFlt destroyers building East Coast·~ Have directed 
transfer HinDiv 19 (5 DMS) to PacFleet and transfers of some LantFlt 
destroyers as additional DE's ar~ delivered. Captain Collins enroute Pearl 
has detailed info.. Para. 27 SC 19 PC are betng transferred from va.rious 
sea frontiers to PacFleet to report during remainder Unvember and December 
for such assignment as wou .may prescril)ee 
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November (GCT) 

20 0312 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info ·COMINCH CQ!,1GEN SAMOA. 

HiCom. Concur your 312334 not to all addressees. Plan to assign 5l.st 
·1 Marine .Defense Bat tali on to you Feb '44. Also plan w-ithdraw all present 

Marines ELLICE ISLANDS for CentPac operations late Feb 1 44 with ComSoPac 
providing replacement garrisons from forces available to him. These 
garrisons probably can be greatly reduced in weapons and numbers due to 
expected relative security those positions at that time. 

19 1942 CCl>1INCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. 

Answering your HiCom. The priority list for December is the result of 
numerous coopromises. The requirements of all areas totaled over 210,000 
for December while pooled shippin~~ for lifting new units in December 
varied from 60 to 70,000 men. To include vessels under your operational 
control and miscellaneous unexpected ships the A list was finally set 
up as follows: CentPac 26,000 plus 16,300 of 4th Marine Division in APA's, 
SoPac 16,500 plus 10,500 of 40th Army Division, SoWesPac 26,000. This 
will include davin to item 63 on your 041100. If this does not include 
all of your FLINTLOCK requirenents submit revised list within your space 
allocation. 

22 0233 CINCPAC to COMINCH ·info .COMGEUCENTPAC. 

HiCom. Nimitz to King. It is my present practice to pass immediately 
to you all important despatches regarding operations in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas that are not addressed to you for information by the originator. 
Also operational summaries are sent by me to you when appropriate. I 
assume that you pass this traffic to General Marshall insofar as it 
relates to Army operations. 

23 1754 C<l\iiNCH to CINCPOA, COMSOVlESPAC, H_DQTRS( COMIN_9_I!)_ Info CINCSOWESPAC._ 

Cominch passes 23 1458 GCT. EXTRA SECRET. For headquarters from Cominch 
..... _. i ~ :;-- number 5w- Transmit to CINCPOA and ComSoWesPacFor latter to inform 

MacArthur. 'rExa.mine and report within 10 days on ways and means of main-
taining concentration of submarines in GULF OF SIAM to interrupt traffic 
to BAUGKOK to cut enemy sea communications beginning not later than 
January lst in support of operations in Southeast Asia Cormnand. tt 

24 0621 COM 7TH FLT to COMTUCH Info CINCPAC, CINCSO\llESPAC, Cart 3RD FLT. 

My 180641. First operation dexterity modified to landing ARAWE 
area vice GAS1:1ATA with Dog day tentat~vely 15 December. Dog day 
Backhander unchanged.. HICOU. 
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·november (GCT) 

25 0357 CINCPAG to COMCI~J~PACFOR info COHIUCH COHAIRPAC COHSUBPAC, 
C011S:EiR.VPAC, TQF. CCI.1DRS CEUPACFOR. 

Hicom. Indications many profitable targets assembling ·KVJAJALEIU ~~· 
Successful attacks in bl~~SHALL area may be expected to give in-
creased protection to our ELLICE Forces. Para~ Employing a.Jl 
CV a..."1d CVL less SARATOGA, PHINCETON, INDEPENDENCE and those de-
signatt7d below for SoPa.c plus appropriate CA and CL AA support 
and DD screen strike MARSHALLS primary objective IDVAJALEIN at 
earliest practicable date. CACAPON and KASKASKIA escorted by 
ELDEN and CANFIELDwill depart PEARL 1800 plus 9 1/2 25 Novem-
ber proceeding toward point W latitude 13-05 north longitude 
179-05 west at 15 knots speed of advance. Further instructions 
these vessels as prescribed by you. Para. Vfuen GALVANIC situa-
tion permits direct BUNKER HILL plus 1 CVL designated by you 
plus BatDivs 6 8 9 plus Desron 46 and Desdiv 15 strike NAURU then 
report ComSoPac for duty and routing~ Para. ComSubPac is pre-
pared provide subs as desired when advised. Para. Advise es-
timated dates of strikes. 

03 1835 COMINCH to COMS ALL NUMBERH::0 }I,LEETS, ALL SEAF'R0N CGr:1S, ALL NAVDIST 
COMS ' · LESS COM 10 COM 15 COM 14 info CHIEF OF STAFF A.f&.{. 

06 2152 

lliCom:. Increasing demands f r landing craft are ahead of any possible 
increased production. This situation is critical and will · continue so 
for some time to come. It is therefore directed th9.t every landing 
ship and craft shall be available for and applied to maximum battle 
effort. Fleet commanders will rigidl~r restrict the use of all types 
of landing ships and landing craft to (a) a~phibious assault operations 
(b) Indispensable followup of amphibious operations and (c) Amphibious 
training con:nands at minimum sc~le for larger types. Except for 
LCM(2)'s and gasoline powered LCV's which are not considered suitable 
for combat use but may be used for other :_)ll_rposes and landing craft 
awaiting f:).ssignment or onward routing all landing cr'aft and ships of 
every kind and their personnel will 'be immediately and completely 
transferred from sea frontiers and continental naval districts to 
the nearest fleet commander~ 

COHINCH to ClNCPAC, CINCSOV!JESPAC, COIL 7TH FLT info ARHY CHIF..F OF' 
STAFF, JOIWr GEII~F OF STAFFS • . -------

HiCom. Plan proposed in CinCPac 030402 approved by Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. Operations to be conducted by submarines assigned 7th Fleet. 
Coordination air reconnaissance and aircraft mining in Gulf SIAM and 
INDO CHH!A coast with submarine operations must be arrane;ed direct 
between MacArthur and Mountbatten.. CinCPac expedite transfer of subs 
already directed by 111ydis 24152.6 October fro~ SubPac to SoWesPac as 
practicable .. K Ref: 030402\Fl) ...... Recommend: (A) Gulf of SIAM be heavily 
mined by subs .... (B) Sub patrols of SoPac subs be intensified ...... (C) Pac 
Fl t subs· continue operation FORMOSA and LUZON straits. 
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December ( GCT) 

ll.5 0433 CINCPAC to CTF 57 Into COMGEllCENTPAC COMAIRPAC CWCENPAC COMINCH COMSOPAC. 

This ·is HiCom. Commencing now operate offensive aircraft against en~ forces 
and installations at maximum rate it is practicable to sustain. Increase 
intensity as FLINTLOCK operations are initiated. Primary objectives · CORDIAL 
and ADIPOSE. Secondar.y objectives CARILLON, CADDIE and ARCHBISHOP. Destrot 
shipping engaged in supporting objectives. First 2 Info addresse·es arrange 
maxLmum practicable support these operations. 

15 0312 CINCPAC to COMCEJ~PACFOR CTF 57 Info GOMGENCENPAC COMSEHVPAC COMAIRPAC 
COMSOPAC COMGENSAJAOA. 

HiCom• In accordance subparagraph 5-D my OpPlan 13-43 ComCenPao relieved 
of responsibility . for 'the GILBERTS. Until . further orders CTF 57 will operate 
direotly under CinC.POA. Assignment of units to Com TF 57 and other 
ComCenPacFor direotives nemain in effect. 

15 1525 COMINCH CNO to CINCPOA info COS ARArr. 

Handle with Greatest degree of secrecy. · For Admiral Nimitz only. HiCom• 
Certain papers which will be delivered to you shortly by Captain Doyle of my 
staff contain -sextant decisions covering operations against the Japanese. 
It is requested that .you forward by 15 january Outline Plans for your advance 

.westward during 1944~ These plans should include requirements of major units, 
assault shipping arid landing craft. Insofar 1 as practicable re·quirernents 
should no:t exceed resources in assault shipping and landing craft to be 
allocated through 1944 to the Pacific Fleet. This irifonna.tion is necessary 
for the integration of operations in your areas with operations in the 
Southwest Pacific. · 

23 0447 CCM 3RD FLT to CINCPAC info. 

Unless othervrise dire~ted. This is HiCom. Plan to repeat carrier strike 
KAVIENG about 29th. 

26 2033 CTNCPAC to COMSOPAC. 

HiCom. ~~ 252309 modified in that carrier strike authorized against cruiser 
targets your 251430 at sea or in port. Likewise use of battleships authori-
zed in the sarne general area with the carriers for effective support. 
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26 2130 C INC_PAC to COMINCH Info CINCSOWESPAC COMSOPAC 

HiCom. Movements of carriers, .fast battleships· and att.aohed light forces 
will be governing factor. Your 242123. , They should cover newly seized 
positions in MARSHALLS until shore installations permit effective operation 
of our aircraft then return to Central and South Pacific bases fo.r voyage and 
battle repairs and rehabilitation of air groups and preparations to make the 
HAILSTONE Operation as effective as possible since it is the best opportunity 
now in prospect to h:ring enemy .fleet to action. Movements of APA' s and fire 
support ships -can be adjusted as necessary to meet 20 .March date. ·Consider 
estimate of April 1st more in accordance with probable developments but concur 
in earlier date for planning purposes in order to be ready to capitalize on 
more favorable developments. Much depends on extent of damage inflicted on 
enemy in all areas in next 2 months. 

21 1610 COMINCH & CNO to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. 

This is CominCh & CNO Number 11 and a reissue of 141928 November 1942. Ad-
dressees will deliver this despatch to Army and Navy Commanders as necessary. 
Army and Navy air organizations assigned to the Central and South Pacific 
areas and Navy air organizations assigned to North Pacific are subject to 
deployment and redistribution by CinCPao at hls discretion. JCS confidential 
despat.ch 041819 of May 1942 which was reissued as CominCh & CNO Number 9 i~ 
modified accordingly. The purpose of authorizing CinCPac to dispose all Army 
and Navy air o~ganizations in the C'entral and South Pacific areas at his -dis-
cretion is to allow the Commander on the spot entire freedom in the disposition 
of available forces for the defense of positions for which he is responsible. 
Redistributions under this , authority are limited to the forces allotted by the 
War and Navy D~partments and therefore will not be ordered on the basis of 
creating requirements for additional units. Necessary delegation to Com.SoPac 
of aforementioned authority is authorized. Any redistribution of air organi-
zations made or pl~ned should be report~d to the War or Navy Department as 
appropriate for information and logistic purposes. War and Navy Departments 
will keep CinCPac informed of planned replacements and allocations of aircraft 
and personnel to whole Pacific Ocean Areas so that _a.irora.ft and peraonnel 
when in all respects ready for delivery can be .loaded or flown to destination 
desired by CinCPac. A similar procedure will be followed in regard to Air 

_organizations made available by War or Navy Department. 
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